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[E£ 0] a bing bisheng
an army burning with righteous indignation is bound
to win

LT A45) ai ér bu shang

deeply felt but not sentimental/ mournful. but not
distressing

[EHEiEE]) ai hdng bian yé
a land swarming with famished refugees/ famine
refugees swarm the countryside/ the poor and help-
less roam about in their plight/ destitute people to be

found everywhere

[&ITZ ] ai mén zho ho
go from door to door (or house to house)
[0 X ) Qi sheng tan qi
heave deep sighs/ sigh in despair/ moan and groan
[ZAHEF] S b shi shou
love sth so much that one is loath to part with it/
cannot bear to part with/ fondle admiringly/ reluc-
tant to give up
[EM &) ai cai ra ming ,
regard wealth as one’s life/ very stingy/ skin a flea
for its hide/ money-grubbing




2 ERE

[EEEERN] ai mo néng zhis
it’s beyond one’s ability to render assistance although
one would like to/ willing to help but unable to do
SO

(ZEKEY0 wdjiwl
the love for the house extends even to the crows
perching on it—love one thing on account of another/
when one loves another the affection extends even to
the crows on the roof/ he that loves the tree loves the
branch/ love me,love my dog

[Z14488]) ai zeng fen ming .-
draw a clear demarcation between whom or what to
love and whom or what to hate/be clear about what
to love and what to hate

(] o shou ai jido
be in the way/ be a hindrance

%% %] an bu dang che
stroll leisurely instead of taking a carriage and enjoy
it as much/ walk over leisurely instead of riding in a

. carriage/ to walk quietly is as good as riding in a car-
riage/ walk rather than ride/like to stretch one’s
legs |

[Z£F5E]) an bu wang wai .
in peace remember the possibilities of danger/ in time
of peace do not forget danger/ mindful of possible
danger in time of peace
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[(Z45=FC Y an féen shdu ji
abide by the law and behave oneself / keep one's duty
and self-restraint/ know one’s place/ mind one’s own
business/ keep to (or take)one’s own line/ keep to
onesellf/ be contented with one’s lot/ act proper to
one’s status/ law-abiding/ dutiful

[RFHE Y an jia lud ho
make one’s home in a place/ settle down

(EESLIan jale ye
live and work in peace and contentment/ live a pros-
perous and contented life/ enjoy a good and prosper-
ous life/ quite contented with one’s life and work

[ZR&E-RYan min gao shi
a notice to reassure the public/ advance notice(of an
agenda ,etc, )

[E2R %] an ron wi yang
safe and sound/ without accident/ sound in life and
limby/ all is well/ get(or come)off with a whole skin/
fall on one’s feet/ (escape)unscathed

(ZnEE AT an ra pon_shi
as solid as a rock/ secure as a huge rock/ absolute
tranquillity / great security

[Z&@#FE 1LY an ra tai shan
as secure (or stable)as Mount Taishan/ as firm (or
solid)as a rock/ like a rock/ rock-firm -

[ZF 37 4) an shén li ming




settle down and get on with one’s pursuit

[+ &EiE] an ta zhong qidn
hate to leave a place where one has lived long/ do not
care to migrate from native land/ be attached to one’s
native land and unwilling to leave it/ fond of one’s
home and loath to leave it for other parts

(2% 3.%,]) an ying zhd zhai |
pitch a camp/ encamp{one’s trocps)/ camp

(& FHHET an ya xidn zhuang
be content with things as they are/ be satisfied with
the existing state of affairs

[Z2FXR]) an zhirud so
bear Chardship,etc. )with equanimity/ regard (wrong-
doing, etc. ) with equanimity/ resign oneself with e-
quanimity

(A5 an bing bu dong
station(or halt)the troops (and wait for a right time
to strike)/ not to make any move {until an opportuni-
ty occurs)/ not throw the troops into battle/ keep
troops entrenched/ take no action/ bide one’s time

CEFERLEEY An b jiv ban
follow the prescribed order(or way)/ keep to conven-
tional ways of doing things/ proceed in order/ work
strictly by protocol/ step by step/ move(or runlin a
groove (or rut)/learn to-creep before you leap (or

walk)/ s‘ystgmaticaliy
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CEEERM] an ta sud ji
lock for a steed according to the one in the picture-—
try to locate sth by following up a clue/ locate (or
lock for)sth by a plan{or chart)/ search after sth ac-
cording to the track ]

[i5¥EE-& ) an du chén cling
advance secretly along{or by)an unknown path/ steal
a march on/ do a thing in secret

[R#i {5 A ) an jion shang rén |
wound with a sniping arrow/ stab sb in the back/ in-
jure sb by underhand means/ make snipping attacks/
hit below the belt

L% # 3 ) an séng qid bd
make eyes at sb while others are not looking/
stealthily give sb the glad eve/ make secret overture
to sb/ leer at/ ogle

(XX EHYan wa tian ri
complete darkness/ gross lack of justice under mis-
government/ total absence of justice

[ %) An zhdng md sud
grope in the dark

[HRIE] an ran shiseé |
be overshadowed/ be eclipsed/ pale into insignifi-
cance/ pale by comparison

(5 & MY ang shou kud b

stride forward with one’s chin up/ march forward
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with head (or chin)up and chest out/ stride proudiy
ahead
[0 B 7Em ] o Go dai b

cry piteously for food

B

LA E#EIba mian ling i6ng

( of character ) manage to please everybody/ (of
speech } cover all sides beautifully/ be smooth and
slick (in establishing social relations)/be a good mix-
er/ all things to all men .
LA T A Y ba mian wai fang
an awe-inspiring reputation extending in every direc-
tion |
DAL, & S ®WiE ) ba xiagn gud hai,ge xian shén
. tdng
like the Eight Immortals (in the legend)crossing the
sea, each one showing his (or her)special prowess/
- try to outshine each other/ vie with each other
[8% 1L#K]Y ba shan shé shul
scale .mountains and ford streams/ travel across
mountains and rivers/ cross (or travel)over land and

water

(BREBEIbG LI wéi.__xiﬁ _
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a flaw in a white jade — a slight blemish (in man’

good character}/ smali faults

[ 2 iR ] bai bi wa xid
flawless white jade —impeccable moral integrity

CE ¥t Bi]) bai ja gud xi
the white colt passed the crack — time flies/ (life is
short)like a white pony’s shadow across a crevice/ in
a split second/ time passes swiftly

[ 8E $ 4} bai mian shd shang
pale-faced scholar/ inexperienced in life

[AH RETbaGrijian gui
see demons in broad daylight — of a strange,absurd,
impossible thing

[8 H+#21bai ri zud méng
dream daydreams/ indulge in wishful thinking/ cher-
ish a pipe(of fond)dream/ daydream

[ FEF ] bai shdu gl jia
rise in life by one’s own efforts/ build uwp from
scratch (or nothing )/ start from scratch/ start empty-
handed/ self-made

[E:L{E#] bai tou xié 180
(of married couple)reach old age together/ live to
ripe old age in conjugal bliss/ remain a devoted cou-
ple to the end of their lives

[E 3541 bdi bo chuan vang

-shoot an arrow through a willow leaf a hundred paces
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away — shoot with great precision (or with pinpoint
accuracy)/ the shots hit every time

[_HR?% » B —2] bdai chi gdn tou,géng jin y1 by
make further progress from the satisfactory base/
strive for further {or greater)progress/ take one more
step forward/ keep forging ahead

[E M58 Y bsi chuan guT his
all rivers flow to the sea—al} things tend in one direc-

tion/ all streams meet in the sea

(B AFE)bdi di ba yan

be worth reading a hundred times

[&%F 4] bai dutin dai jo

a thousand things wait to be done —have one hundred
and one fhings to attend to/ numerous tasks remain
to be undertaken

{5 X & F)bai 1G bdi zhong
a hundred hits for every hundred shots/ shoot with
unfailing accuracy/ hit the mark every time/ a hun-
dred shots.a hundred bull’s eyes/ make every shot
tell/ shoot with superb marksmanship

[EB{RM]I b féi ju xing |
put a hundred broken things right all at once — full-
scale reconstruction is under way/ all neglected tasks
are being undertaken/ do everything abandoned{all}
at once

[E &8 bdi gan jido it

a multitude of feelings surges up/ all sorts of feelings



] | :

well up in one’s heart/ crowd upon one’s mind
[BEHEFH. BFPE] ba hud gi fang.bdi jia zhéng
ming
let a hundred flowers blossom and a hundred schools
of thought contend
[ & fLT¥1 bai kdng qidn chudng
a hundred holes.a thousand scars — be riddled with
gaping wounds/ be full of ills and troubles/ be af-
flicted with all ills/ in a disastrous state
(B 0BT bai kdu mo bian
a hundred mouths cannot explain it away
[EEPk—]1bai litido yT
one in a hundred/ cream of the crop
{5 %R ] bai lian chéng gang
be tempered into steel/ be toughened and hardened
into steel/ be steeled(or tempered)in repeated strug-
gles/ be put through the mitl
[E# X3t Y bai nian da i
a grand hundred-year plan —an undertaking of funda-
mental importance for generations to come/ a project
of vital and lasting importance
[E4H AT bai nian shit rén (R HER K, BEM L")
[EBFR#Ibdi sTb jig
remain puzzled after pondering over sth a hundred
times/ fail to understand although one thinks hard/

remain perplexed despite much thought/ can’t figure
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out/ incomprehensible/ inscrutable/ unfathomable
[EA—RY bai wén bo ra yi jidn
it is better 1o see once than hear a hundred times/
seeing once is better than hearing a hundred times/
_ seeing is believing/ one look is worth a thousand
words/ there is nothing like seeing for yourself
[EXERI DG wa jin i
nothing to be superstitious about —ne restrictions of
any kind here, in the way of taboo or things to be
avoided/ without restraint/ stop at nothing
{E ZH¥R] bai wa ligo 1ai
utterly bored/ bored to death/ bored stiff/ overcome
with boredotm
[BX—%k]1bdi wi yishi
no danger of anything going wrong/ cannot possibly
. go wrong/ no risk at all
[E#E W] bai yvT bdi shun
obey in every way/ docile and obedient/ all obedi-
ence/ obedient in all things/ dance after (or to)sb’s
pipe (piping or whistle)/ be at a person’s beck and
call
[E& B K] bai zhan bai shéng
fight a hundred battles, win a hundred victories — e-
merge victorious in every battle/ win battle after bat-

tle/ carry all before one/ ever — victorious/ invincible

L& HT R bai zhé bl ndo
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keep on fighting in spite of all setbacks/ be unflinch-
ingin the face of setbacks/ make unbending efforts
to/ put up an obstinate resistance/ be indomitable/
be assiduous in/ tenacity of purpose/ never say die/
persistent/ unremitting/ persevering/ unflinching/
unbending
(B2 5, AHMIbai z0 zhT chong,sT ér bu jiang
a centipede does not topple over even when dead/ a
centipede dies but never falls down/ old institutions
die hard i
IR E 2 4 Y bdi jOn zh jiang
a defeated general
(B EE Y bdai guan yé shi
bocks ¢ontaining anecdotes
[HE T F # I ban men nong fo
show off one’s proficiency with the axe before Lu Ban
the master carpenter —display one’s slight skill before
an expert/ show off in the presence of an old hand/
teach one’s grandmother how to suck eggs
[BEREE Y ban b6 i |
variegated (colours)/ motley-coloured
(¥ 7% 23) ban nong shi &
sow discord/ tell tales/ make mischief
TEERALITE CH3H] ban g shi tbu d& zi jT de jido
lift a rock orly to drop it on one’s own feet/ lift a

zock only to have one’s toes squashed/ be hoist with
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(or by)one’s own petard
[ERR 7<) bdan bdn lid shi si
unaccommodating / rigid
[288:710)] ban bi jiang shan
half of the country (or land) (usu. referring to the un-
accupied part of an invaded country)/ an independent
section of the country/ the remaining land
[P ban jin ba liang
half a catty and etght ounces/ hall a pound of one and
eight ounces of the other/ six of one and half a dozen
of the other/ not much to choose between the two/
much of a muchness/ tweedledum and tweedledee
(25 32 ban 14 chi jia
become a monk or nun late in life —switch to a job
one was not trained for/ without solid foundation (or
training)
(&MY ban to ér fei
stop (abandon ,collapse ,leave off ,or give updhalfway/
do sth by halves/ leave sth unfinished/ fail to com-
plete a thing
[ ) ban tuT ban jio
half refusing, hall accepting/ half rejecting, half
vielding/ vield while pretending to reject
[:{Z 25 ) ban xin ban yi
half believe and half doubt (or half-believing, half-
- doubting )/ be dubiouns of (or about)/ half in doubt/
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not quite convinced/ doubtfully

[# A1) bang rén mén ha
be dependent on sb for living

{22 #40] bdo cang hud xin
harbour evil {or malicious) intentions/ hide a mabi-
cious intent/ entertain rebellion

[ A&£]1bdo lud wan xiang
cover and contain everything/ all-embracing/ all-in-
clusive/ encyclopaedic

B R E R YLY bdo han by zhi & han T
the well-fed don’t know how the starving suffer

[ K F&] bdo jing feng shuang -
having experienced the hardships of life/ having gone

. through all hardships/ go through the 'mill/ weather-

beaten/ storm-beaten/ much-weathered

(R4 B, LT A1 bdo shi zhdng ri.wi sud yong
XN
eat three square meals a day and do not work/eat
one’s fill and idle about all day long/ spend one’s day
in food and drink and have an empty head/ [oaf about
(or around)all day long and do nothing/ live like a
parasite/ become a mere vegetable

(Ll %] bdo yT1do guan

hit one full in the face

(iR {212 3 bdo chbu xus hen

- revenge a national humiliation/ revenge and wipe cut
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a standing grudge (against sb)/ avenge oneself/ take
one’s revenge{on sb)/ glut one’ revenge/ retaliate
[ <F&L) bao can shdu qué
cherish the outmoded and preserve the outworn — be
conservative/ retain what is old and ocutworn/ be a
stickler for ancient ways and things
[#1R 2 X ] baoc hen zhong tian
harbor an eternal sorrow/ regret sth to the end of
one’s days/ regret forever (or all one’s life)/ bitterly
lament
{HeL R ® ¥ bao t6u shi cudn

cover the head and sneak away like a rat/ flee with
arms covering one’s head/ scurry{or scamper)off like
a frightened rat/ run wildly like cornered rats/flee
~helter-skelter
[ # X 1 bao xin jid hud
carry faggots to put out a fire — adopt a wrong
method to save a situation and end up by making it
worse

(49368 f2 I Bao s hia pi

the leopard dies but leaves his skin —as a man leaves
his reputation/ leopard’s skin survives the body
[ 5 X 5% I bao féng zhou ya
vielent{or mighty) storm/ tempest/ hurricane
(RS bao hi ping hé
attack a tiger without weapons and cross a river

without a hoat — be brave but not resourceful/ be
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foolhardy +

IRREHE]I Ao 1121 sui
extremely cruel and despotic/ viclent tempered/
cross-grained

[RFEILM] bao 10 wi yi
be completely unmasked/ be thoroughly expased

L2722 X%]) bao tian tian wu
wasteful use of things from Heaven — waste natural
products/ wantonly destroy{or waste)products of na-
ture |

[2BLIE]Y bdo tidoe ru léi
(be)in a thundering rage/ (be)in a [renzy of rage/
rant and rave/ stamp {or rave) with fury/ fly intoc a
rage/ go on the rampage/ hit the ceiling/ as savage as
a meat axe

[# S ¥ ® ) bai gdong shé ving
mistaking the reflection (or shadow)of a bow in the
cup for a snake — extremely suspicious/ see a
serpent’s image in a wine cup/ self-created suspicion/
imaginary fears

[FEBRE]) bei pan lang ji
stacks of cups and dishes —scene of big dinner/ wine
cups and dishes lying about in disorder after a feast/
with wine glasses and plates spread all over a dining
table

[H A ZE$ ] bei shul.che xin
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trying to put out a burning cartload of faggots with a
cup of water —an utterly inadequate measure/ try to
extinguish (or put cut)the {ire of a cartload of fire-
wood with a cup of water —a useless attempt

[ EE8EAE] bai bT wo chud
sordid/ foul/ mean/ contemptible

[ E] bei gong qd xI
humiliate oneself in serving sb/ bow low and humili-
ate oneself/ bow and scrape/ act servilely (or obse-
quicusly Y / be subservient/ lick sb’s boots (feet,
shoes or spittle)/ go (or come) with cap in hand to/
cringe

[ESIMAY b fan tian ying
be filled with grief and indignation/ with sadness and
anger at heart{or in one’s heart}/ feel sad and angry/
burning with indignation

Gl & 1 bei huan 11 hé .
joys and sorrows,partings and reunions — vicissitudes
of life/ joys and sorrows of meeting and parting/ the
sorrow of separation and the joy of reunion/ che-
gquered career

{248 A Y béi tian min rén ‘
bemoan the state of the universe and pit: the fate of
mankind /feeling for universal compassion/ have (or
take ) cosmic pity on/ pity for all mankind/ broad-

hearted kindness



Pl 17

[EHEA LY bai xijido ji
-mixed feelings of griet and joy/ grief and joy inter-
mingled/ joy tempered with sorrow/ mingled feel-
ings

[HF 15— bei chéng jie yi
make a last-ditch stand before the city wall/ fight to
the last ditch/ put up a desperate struggle/ try to
fight one’s way out/ fight with a rope round one’s
neck/ make a spoon or spoil a2 horn

[#iE&k) bei daoc ér chi
run in opposite direction/run counter to/ be diametri-
cally opposed to/ contradict the whole purpose of/
draw further apart

[#7K—&&]) bei shui yizhan
fight with one’s back to the river — fight to win or
die/ put up a last-ditch struggle/ a death-struggle/
cross the Rubicon/ stand at(or turn tolbay

[H{EHE XY bei xin gi yi ‘
break faith with (sb)/ break one’s word/ violate a
treaty/ be perfidious/throw sb over the bridge/ play
sb false (or foul)/ bad faith/ Punic faith/ faithless/
treacherously/ traitorous

[tz A 12 # 1 bei ro bei cha
gains, which come in a wrong way, will leave in a

wrong way/ ill-gotten,ill-spent

[#E 484 ) bén z0u xiGng gao
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run around spreading the news/ lose no time in
telling each other the news/ rush about telling -the
good news (or message)/ pass the news from one
person to another (or from mouth to mouth)

[ H 3 bén (46i mian mi
the original expression/ the natural form/ true
colours/ true features

[ EF ) bén mo ddo zhi
take the branch for the root/ put the incidental before
the fundamental/ attend to the superficials and ne-
glect the essentials/ turn things inside out (or up-
side down) / put (or set)  the cart before the
horse

[ #EE] bén xing nan yi
it is difficult to alter one’s character/ the leopard can-
not change his spots/ the wolf may grow grey but
never good

(4% 5 57K]) bén nitto xion fai |
clumsy birds have to start flying early — the slow
need to start early (used as a modest expression of
one’s need for caution)

{8 -2 ] b1 shang liang shéan
be driven to join the Liangshan rebels/ be driven to
revolt/ be forced to do sth desperate/ be compelled to
do sth against one’s will/ be driven to drastic alterna-

tives/ be driven to extremity{or extremities)

- - -2 PRI o T . . R ] o Ca g r e -



He 1 2 0 19

CHLEC 2D b bi jig shi
can be seen (or found)everywhere/ they are every-
where/ all like that/ a universal phenomenon

/S 4k MY b1 jian ji zhdng
walk shoulder-to-shouider/ follow in the feotsteps of
another/ crowd around/ be crowded (or ‘inundated)
with (people) fjostle each other

[ EFR, K TH4«IbI shang bo zG, bl xia
you vyl
fall short of the best but be better than the worst/
worse off than some,better off than many/ contented
to be middling/ can pass muster

[ —bf, —BFY bi yishi,ciyishi
that was one situation, and this is another — times
have changed/ the times are different .not comparable

[EREBEFRIbimd guan sT
controversy in writing/ written polemics (or contro-
versy)/ paper arguments/ paper polemics/ a battle of
words '

L8008 bi gong bi jing
reverent and respectful/ extremely deferential/ very
polite/ politely and respectfully/ be reverential/(with
one’s)hat in(one’s Yhand

ol Z g3 bi you zhT (U |
the only route which must be passed/ the road one

must follow or take/ the only way (or road)/ in.
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evitable course
[FAXE]Ybi gutin sud gud
close the communications at the borders/ close the
border/ lock one’s doors against the world
[H328F)Ybigudn zi shdu
stop international intercourse for defence/ close the
country to trade(or international intercourse)/ live in
isolation/ closed-door (policy)
[F 18] bi mén géng
be denied entrance/ slam the door in one’s face/ find
the door slammed / meet with a door banged shut/ be
left out in the cold/ receive cold shoulder treatmené
(AT 1EEIbi mén sT gud
shut oneself up and ponder over one’s mistakes/ med-
itate on one’s own faults behind closed doors/ refiect
on one’s misdeeds in private/ ponder over one’s mis-
takes in solitude
[RI1EEY bi mén zdo ché
make a cart behind closed doors/ draw up plans be-
hind closed do-::rs/ work at some project without
reference to the actual needs/ divorce oneself from
the masses and from reality and act blindly/ im-
practicai |
[IABZEW]Ibimaseé ting
shut one’ eyes and stop up one’s ears — be out of

touch with reality/ turn a blind eye and a deaf ear
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(to}/ shut one’s eyes and ears (to)/  blind ob-
stinacy

(B IRFEEY bi sé yvan jing zhud ma que

" try to catch sparrows with one’s eyes blindfolded —
act blindly

CEHETIT —48) bi qi gdng y0 y1 yi
accomplish the whole task at one stroke

(A BE¥]Ybizhou zi zhan
value one’s own old broom—cherish sth of little value
simply because it is one’s own

[ BE&Ybil016n 10
drive a cart in ragged clothes to blaze a new trail —
endure great hardships in pioneer work/ put on one’s
wornout clothes to cut wood and swaths in jungle/ be
a trail blazer or pioneer in opening up virgin lands/
the pioneering spirit

R EHIbikang lud jIng
dodge a pit enly to fall into a well/ escape one diffi-
culty only to fall into another/ out of the frying pan
into the fire

GREES, GHMAIbIqiruiql,jTqi dud gui
avoid the enemy when he is fresh and strike him
when he is tired and withdraws

LRt ) bi shi jiu x0
stay clear of the enemy’s main force and strike at his

weak points/ strike where the enemy is weakest/
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dwell on the abstract to avoid real issues

(B E R bi zhong jit qing
choose the light and avoid the heavy/ avoid the im-
portant and dwell on the trivial/ shirk the difficult
and take the easy/ evade serious matters and take up
trifles/ take up the minor issue to evade the major
one :

[ 2 /HAYbil&i sa&n yvan
strong defence preparations/ two sharply opposed
sides/ closely guarded/ strongly fortified/ sharply di-
vided

(iERE A B Y bion birag 17
penetrating/ trenchant/ incisive

[ 2 E 1 bian chang mo ji
beyond the reach of one’s power (or authority)/ be-
yond one’s ability (or reach)/ too far away for one to
be able to help/ cannot do it much as one would like
to -

(RS, LT/ Y bidn dan méi z&.lidng, téu da ta
when the carrying pole is not secured at both ends,
its loads slip 6ff —try to grab both but end up getting
neither

(A= b 57 bian ben jia |
become aggravated/ be further intensified/ with ever-
increasing intensity/ go even further/ outdo the pre-

vious ones/ go from bad to worse
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24k T ) bidn hud wi chang
constantly changing/ changing all the time/ hop from
one thing to another/ flux and reflux/ chop and
change/ changeful / erratic/ capricious/ fickle

[Ar 413 M) bidn hudin mo cé
change unpredictably/ - unending changes/ unpre-
dictable/ capricious/ changeable

[EETHEIbian yi xing shi
act as circumstances may require/ act at one’s discre-
tion/ act as one sees fit

L% b 7 7£ 3 bion di kai hud
blossom everywhere/ spring up all over the place/
spring up like mushrooms

[l {48545 ] bian tT1in shang
whole body covered with wounds/ one’s whole body
was wounded seriously/ covered all over with cuts
and bruises/ beaten black and blue/ be a mass of
bruises

[ER 2 R ) biao xin (i yi
start something new in order to be different/ do
snmething' unconventional or unorthodox/ ecreate
something new and original/ uphold what is new and
establish what is distinctive

CREmM—1bido 17 ra yi
outside and inside the same/ think and act in one

and. the same way/  conformity of profession and
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conduct/ make one’s appearance tally with one’s in-
ner mind/ be what one professes to be/ true to
one’s word/ sincere

[y 03% F bié chd xn cai
create new styles {or fashions)/ have an unconven-
tional (or out-of-the-ordinary }tdea/ adopt an original
approach/ try to be different

[5]/A t§ ;] bié jih qing shi
long absent,soon forgotten/  out of sight, out of
mind

(MR —#E)bie jo yTgé
having a unique {or distinctive)style/ original in style
(or design)/ in a class by iiself (or oneself)/ have a
style of one’s own

[ F £ #E] bie kai shé&ng midn
open up a fresh outlook (or style)/do a thing in an
unusual way/ break a new path/ break fresh ground/
start sth new (or original)/ in a novel way

[54t—n] bie sha y1 zhi
raise another standard — get out of the rut/ set vp a
new banner/ act independently

[HcE Y)Y bié wi ching wu
have only bare necessities(and no savings)/ possess-
ing nothing but '

[lE <) bié ydu tian di

- tlike another world/ a different world/ a place of u-
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nique beauty/ scenery of exceptional charm

(518 B bié you ydng xin
have another motive/ with ulterior motives (or pur-
poses)}/ with an ulterior object in view/ harbour ulte-
rior motives/ have an axe to grind,/ have sth up one’s
sleeve

[(ZEmMIJIbin zhi rg guT
guests {(or customers)come as if they have returned
home — make every guest (or customer )feel at home/
a home from home

[HEFFHIon bin you 1T
in a civil manner/ refined and courteous/ well-man-
nered/ urbane

DK% =R,JE—H Z%]) bing dong san chi, i yi ri
zhT héin ‘
it takes more than one cold day for the river to freeze
three feet deep — the trouble has been brewing for
guite some time/ one cold day does not make the riv-
er freeze three feet thick.

[K»FHZFD bing tan ba xiGng rong
as incompatible {(or irreconcilable) as ice and hot
coals

(KR E#] bing tign xué di
a world of ice and snow

DKIE LRI bing xido wa jis

melt like ice and break like tiles — vanish from the
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scene/ disintegrate

[EFMTTIbing ba xue rén
the swords not being blood-stained — win a victory .
without striking a blow (or firing a shot)/ win with-
out using weapons or losing a life/ achieve victory
without fighting

(R KVEY bing bu yan zhd
nothing is too deceitful in war/ there can never be too
much deception in war/ all is fair in war

[ H|pEIbing gui shén si
speed is most valuable in military affairs/ speed is
precious in war/ speed is soldier’s asset

[R5 #ELY bing hudng md Tudn
the stresses and strains of a war/ turmoil and chaos
of war/ be completely in war chaos

[EXEMEEI bing lian hud jié
ravaged by successive wars — war-torn_/ continuous
wars and turmoil/ war-ridden

[EIEHE T ] bing 1In chéng xid
the attackin;g army has reached the city gates/ the
city is under siege _ |

{25 5] bing giGng ma zhudang
strong soldiers and sturdy horses — well:trained and
powerful army

[ERAENLIbiIng réng xidng jidn
resort(or appeal )to arms/ meet on the battle ground/
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cross swords with/ open hostilities

[HBHFEIbing iid gi qd |
advancing in line/hold (or keep ) pace with/keep
abreast of one another/keep abreast with/ride
abreast/make good running with/share equally/run
neck and neck/keep up with/keep in step/with equal
pace | '

[HiTA1EY bing xing bu bei
both can be implemented without coming inte con-
flict/ parallel and not contrary to each other/ the par-
allel two do pot interfere with one another/ not be
mutnally exclusive/ run parallel/ can be carried out
at the same time

s MO A]bing cong kdu ru
diseases enter by the mouth/ illness fmd‘-'. its way in
by the mouth o

U5 2 5L EEY bing dU juan téu yi
turn to any doctor one can find when critically ill —
try anything when in a desperate situation

[ A ¥ EIbing ru gdo hudng
the disease has attacked the vitals —beyond cure/ sick
to the core/ rotten to the core/ be past praying for/
incurably sick/ fatal disease/ hopeless case

% 3 b 1an zhuang kud

~ surge forward with great momentum/ surge high and
sweep forward/ unfold on a magnificent scale/ sweep
ahead magnificently

[ ALELAED O lan fan zhéng
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bring order out of chaos/ set to rights things which
have been thrown into disorder/ turn from hetero-
doxy to the right path

(&= REX)bd yin jidn tidn
dispel (or scatter)the clouds and see the sun-—-restore
justice/ sweep away the clouds and bring sb the sun-
light

LiAfd {811 bo zhong zhT jian

almost on a par

[T M1 b6 ér bu jing

have wide but not expert knowledge/have wide but
shallow knowledge /know somethmg about every-
- thing
[P 2B 51 bo gu tong jin |
conversant with (both)ancient and modern learning/
acquainted with things ancient and modern/ versed in
both ancient and modern knowledge/ erudite and in-
formed '
- [ EI3iC) b6 weén giang ji
{ have both ) wide learning and a pnweful (or
retqntwe)memoryf have encyclopaedic knowledge

[ 5£ 4T bo xué dud cdi

tearned and versatile/ erudite and talented

AR bl pian jia bi

rectify deviation and error

[ M IZ %Y bi féng zhud ying

chase the wind and clutch at shadows —make ground-
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less accusations/ catch at shadows (or run after a
shadow)/ speak or act on hearsay evidence/ trump
up a story

[~B22%]ba bai zhi yuan
unrighted wrong/ unredressed injustice/ a case of be-
ing wrongly accused

(AR #]Y bu bai zhi di
invincible position

[ #EF]Y b bian shd mai
can not tell beans from wheat—have no knowledge of -
practical matters/ not know chalk from cheese

(A& 5] ba chéng tT tong
behave very badly/ unseemly

(R TR ) bo chi xia wen
not. feel ashamed to ask and learn from one’s subordi-
nates/ not ashamed to seek opinion of one’s inferiors/
stoop to ask questions from common people

[RITHR A 4E10) bo da bo chéng xidng shi
from an exchange of blows friendship grows/ no dis-
cord ,no concord '

[FTHMIbo da zi zhao
make a confession,admit fault freely (or unintention-
ally)/ make a confession without duress/ without be-
ing preésed, one lets the cat out of the bag/ (make)
an unsolicited (or unsought) confession/ a frank

avowal/ a self-confession
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[CARBIE .G ARFE] b dao huang hé xTn bu s5

 not stop until one reaches the Huanghe River — not
stop until one reaches one’s goal/ refuse to give up
until all hope is gone/ not give up till coming to a
dead end/ until all is over ambition never dies

[~78 AL-3 b0 dé rén xin
not enjoy popular support/ be unpopular -

[RBESH] ba dé yao ling
fail to grasp the main points/ could not bring the
matter to a head/ unable to make head or tail of sth/
miss the point/ beside the point

(&KX 2 4]) bu déng da ya zhT tang
unqualified to take its place in the higher circles/ on
the margin of good taste/ not appeal to refined taste/

in bad taste/ unrefined /indecent

[A 3] ba dong sheng se
not show one’s feelings/ not turn a hair/ not bat an
evelid/ not move a muscle/ set one’s face like a flint/
cool as a cucumber/ maintain one’s composure/ stay
calm and collected/ keep one’s countenance

LR Er]Ibo ér & mén
the one and only way/ the only means to/ the only
proper course to take/ no other way/ the only formu-
la

[AZHA)bo ta qirén

no lack of such people/ such people are not rare

[ Mok 2 A1) ba 18 chut hut zhT i
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as easy as blowing the dust off a table —need only the
slightest effort/ with minimum effort/ it’s a
walkover/ (as)easy as ABC

(A4 ] bo fen bi el
make no distinction between what’s one’s own and
what’s another’s/ no distinction between mine and
thine/ have things in common/ share everything/ be
on very intimate terms

[F4-2 11 bu fen zao bai
make no-distinction between black and white(or right
and wrong)/ irrespective of right and wrong in a dis-
pute/ in a promiscuous manner/ indiscriminate (ly >

[FH B Adbd gon hou rén
unwilling to lag behind/ hate to be cutdone/ cannot
bear playing the second fiddle |

L A~H <5 ) bu gan shi rud
unwilling to show one’s weakness/ yield no gr';und

(FRECRE b —21 ba gan yue (& chiyTbu
dare not go one step beyond the prescribed limit/
dare not exceed the utmost limits one can go/ keep
within (the Ybounds

[CRB B RE) bo gong zi po
(of some fallacy)cannot stand any refutation/, col-
lapse of itself

[F3L# %] ba gong dai tign

cannot share the same sky (with one’s enemy) —ab-
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solutely irreconcilable/ not able to live together be-
neath the same heaven (or under the same sky) /
refuse to live in the same world/ have a deep-seated
hatred for
[FRBHE) b gou yan xido
discreet {or serious)in speech and manner/ quiet and
reserved ' _
[RE=-t=+—X¥bo gudn san qT ér shi yi
casting all caution to the winds/ regardless of the
consequences/ no matter what you may say/ come
what may/ recklessly
[Rid/RAET bu gud er &r
just 50-s0/ merely mediocre/ just middling
[AFETEYbo han ér i
shiver all over though not cold/ tremble with fear/
shudder
{ R &0t HEIbo hé shiyi
not tally with the circumstances of the time/ incom-
patible with the present needs/ out of accord with the
times/ off time/ out of season/ untimely/ ill-timed/
inopportune/ unseasonable
[ A3 g} bd huan ér san
end in discord/ break up unpleasantly/part on bad
terms/ end on an unpleasant note

[FREIFREIbo jibo i

be neither too familiar nor too distant/ maintain a
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discreet distance/ keep sb at arm’s length
[(ARR2ZFIbu jizhi wi
business requiring no immediate attention/ a non-ur-
gent business/a matter of no great urgency
Ui HIFD bo |1 gi sho
unahle to tell the number/ beyond (or out of Ycount/
bevond compute/ innumerable/ countless
[IFABEEIDGjia sT sud
without stopping to think/ without thinking/ with-
out hesitation/ spur - of - the - moment/ readily/ off-
hand
[ RAE# ATEHE] b jidan gudn cdi ba [ud 1éi
not shed a tear until one sees the coffin—refuse to be
convinced until one is faced with grim reality
A% ] ba jian jing zhudn

not to be found in the classics — not authoritative/
unknown

[FREAE] b jido bu zdao
guard against self-conceit and rashness/ free from ar-
rogance and rashness/ be neither conceited nor rash/
be not proud or touchy
[FRE Af#Ibt jin rén qing
not amenable to reason/ unreasonable
CR#HRRTbO jin z& tul
more forward,or you’ll fall behind
(Fe—%K, R&—®Ibo jing yT shi,bu zhang yT zhi
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you can’t gain knowledge without practice/ wisdom
comes from experience/ in doing we learn
(42 i) bu jing zhi tan
absurd talking (dr statement )/ preposterous state-
ment/ sheer nonsense/cock-and-bull story
[FRAETWE]Y bd jing ér zdu
run without ie.-gs:f spread like wildfire/ spread far and
wide/ get round fast
[A#H /Y ba jo xido jié
neglect of minor points of conduct/ not bother about
small matters/ unconstrained by formalities/ not be
punctilious/ no stickler for formality
CAR#—i#g 1 bo jo yT gé
not formalistic to one style(or pattern)/ not conform
(or stick)to one pattern/ follow no set form{or pat-
tern)}
[FRefmadE] ba jué ra G
hanging by a thread/ very precarious/ at critical con-
dition/ almost extinct/{of sound)linger on famtl:.lF
[R4E %) b kan hui shou
cannot bear to think of the past/ find it unbearable to
recall/ too sad to look back/ too sad to reflect (on
past)
[ A4 ) bu kan shé xiang
could not bear to think of it/ dare not imagine/ un-

bearable (or dreadful ) to contemplate/unimaginable/
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inconceivable

[ —&] ba kan y1 i
cannot withstand a single blow/ collapse at the first
blow

UR3ERE) bo kan zdo jid
cannot be trained/ not worth educating/ hopeless to
succeed in life/ unpromising

[F 7L A 8] ba kaing b bai
neither obsequious nor arrogant/ neither cringing nor
rude/ neither haughty nor humble/ neither overbear-
ing nor servile/ neither supercilious nor obsequious/
neither humble nor pert -

[ £i8] bo k& dud dé
hard to come by/ rare

[ 7T #5253 bu k& jio yao
beyond (or past) cure (remedy or reclaim)/ too far
gone for medicines/ there is no remedy for/ incur-
able/ irremediable/ incorrigible/ hopeless

[A T H32Y bo k& kai jiao
‘unable to get away/ not having a moment one can calil
one’s own/ up to one’s eyes (or ears) (in the
-work)

[ARAT 3] be ke 1T v
incapable of being brought to reason/ will not listen

to reason/ out of all reason/ impervious to reason

LA T BE XY bu ké md mie
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can never be erased;-’ will endure for centuries/ indeli-
ble /ineffaceable

A #{RZ] ba ké pian fei

without neglecting either

[RA[{E &I ba ke qTji
unable to catch up with/ far bevond one’s reach/ out
of (or above)one’s reach/ lag far behind

[RATRERCT bu k& sheng shi
beyond counting/ beyond compute/ countless/ innu-
merable

[ A5 3 bo ké shdu shi

out of hand/ irremediable/unmanageable /hopeless
(A7 B W] ba ke sTyi

beyond comprehension/ beyond (or out of ) one’s

depth/ cap the climax (or globe)/ to a miracle/ un-

thinkable/ mysterious/ inconceivable/ miraculous/ u-

nimaginable

R B Wi bo ke tong ri ér yi

cannot be mentioned in the same breath/ not to be
named on (or in)the same day with/not to be com-
pared with (or to)/ there is no comparison between
the two

(A8 & #R]) bu ké yan zhuang
have no words for sth/ beyond (or past)expression/
beyond description/ineffable/inenarrable/nondescript

(Ao —itt] ba k& yT shi

consider oneself unexcelled in the world/bé insuffer-
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ably arrogant/ think no small beer of oneself/ swag-
ger like a conquering hero/ haughty airs/ overbear-
ing/ swashbuckling

[AB]iER ] bu k& ya yue
cannot exceed the limit(or quota)/ should not go be-
yond the limit of/ insurmountable/ insuperable/ un-
bridgeable/ impassable -

[ATFT42 H ] bd ks zhdng ri
be unable to carry on even for a single day/ be in a
desperate situation

[ AF]) bu lang b ydu
gnod-for-notlllingf good-for-nought/ unpromising/
useless/ worthless

[R8TE] bu 160 ér hud |
reap wheye one has not sown/ obtain(or get)without
any labor/ gain resulis without working for them/
profit by other people’s toil

{AT T zYbdligo liGio zhi
.settle a thing by leaving it unsettied/ end up in noth-
ing definite/ leave in status quo/ conclude withour
conclusion

[FREHEE]I DI N zhT jido _
do not refuse to offer your kind advice/ not spare
your comments/ do not stint your criticism

(AT A& b0 W shéng sé

not show one’s feelings, intentions, etc. — keep a
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straight face/ keep one’s countenance

[ EFH2] bo 1on b i&i
neither fish nor fowl / neither rhyme nor ‘reason /
haif-and-half/ nondescript

[AZERA] b Iud k& jid
not follow the old precedent/ not fall into old ruts/
leave the beaten track/ free from the hackneyed
precedent/ have an original style

[ARHBZ Y bd mao zhT di _
land which does not grow anything/ a bare and bar-

ren land/ barren (arid.sterile or waste ) land/ barren_
(dead or poor)soil/ unfruitful ground

R 4—3) b ming yT wén

without a penny to one’s name/ penmless/ stony-
broke
EFRBAH] ba ming bu bai
with no clear reason whatever/ inexplicabie/ unex-
plainable
[RiEm &1 b0 moéu ér hé
' agree without previous consultation/ happen to coin-
. cide with/ happen to hold the same view/ be a coinci-

’

dent
[FRAEE ] ba néng zi ba
cannot get oneself away from/ be inescapably caught
in/ be inextricably bogged down in
[A:Zi1R%] bu nian jid &
forget old grudges (or grievances)/ dicard (or not to
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dig upleld animosities/ let bygones be bygones

[FFMHER] b ning wéi shi
that 1sn’t all/ not only(or just)so

CR{gA %] ba pian bu yi
hold the scales even/ without bias and without
favour/ without fear or favour/ fair to all/ avoid
leaning to either side/ impartiality and justice/ unbi-
ased/ impartial/ even-handed

[FFmns ] bo ping zé ming
where there is injustice ,there will be an outery/ com-
plaint comes when there is injustice/ man will cry out
against injustice

ALY ba pd b i
without destroying the old, one can not build the
new/ no destruction ,no construction/ there can be no
construction without destruction

[R#HTEAY b0 qT ér yo
meet ac:tidentally(o_r by chanf:e_)/ have a chance en-
counter/ come{or run)across/chance on{or upon)

[CRBIR T 2RI bo gl rGn ér rén
never thought it would happen but it did (happen )/
happen without looking for/ happen unexpectedly/
turn out contrary to one’s expectations/- not as one
thought it would happen

[F{# = %] bt qing zhT qing

my presumptuous request
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IR RESR]) bO gio shen jis
not seek to understand things thoroughly/ make no
efforts to understand the real meaning/ have but lit-
tie understanding of the nature of things/ be content

with superficial underitanding

[FEAHI ba qb bo ndo

persevere in{at or with)bear up under affliction/ with
great fortitude/ indomitable/ dauntless/ steadfast/

unswerving/ unbending/ tenacious/ do-or-die

[F & R/¥%]) boréng zhi hui
not allow to cut in (or intfo)/not allow to interrupt
{one’s speech}/not allow others to butt in / brook no
intervention

[AZREE] DU rong zhi yi
leave no room for doubt/ beyond the shadow of a
doubt/ without a shadow of doubt/ beyond (or with-
out Ydoubt/ without any doubt/ undoubtedly/ incon-
trovertible/ unassailable

[FARN.BEBIE-FIbu rd hil xué,yan dé hi zy

~  the only way to catch tiger cubs is to go into the

tiger’s den — take necessary risk/ how can you catch
tiger cubs without entering the tiger’s lair?/ nothing
venture,nothing bhave '

[A=FE]) busdn b si

neither one thing nor the other/(a man)of dubious

character (said of a shady person,a worthless charac-

ter ) /nondescript
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[REFRH , A LEFRFTI bo sé ba lia.ba zhi bu xing
there is no flowing without damming,and no motion
without rest

[+ @1 bu shan ba 1G
without shirt or shoes —he sloppily dressed

[+ EATF]Ybu shang ba xia
suspended in mid air/ in a fix

[AEAm] bu shéng bu xiding
without a word/ noiselessly/ silently/ stealthily/
furtively/ qutet

[FB:A 3]Y bu shéng méi ju
teo many to enumerate piece by piece/ cannot be enu-
merated one by one/ too numerous to mention indi-
vidu‘allyf defy enumeration

[AME ] bu sheng qi fan
be pestered bevond endurance/ too much bother/ ex-
tremely troublesome/ unable to bear

[CRiRXE I bo shida ty
ignore the general interest/ fail to see the larger is-
sues

[ FiBEF%EY bo shi shi wa |
ignorant of the present state of affairs (or of the
trend)/ not familiar with the current situation/ have
no proper understanding of how things stand/ show

ignorance of the time/ insensible

[ RG34 3 bo-shi t6i jo
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not know how to appreciate (or treasure) favours/
fail to appreciate sh’s kindness/ do not appreciate
such help/ not worth such help

[Fuf2 F1 bu shi zhT xG
things which may be needed any time things which
may come in handy/ a possible period of want or
need/ occasional needs

[+ 2% )bo sd zhT ke
a guest who comes uninvited/ an unexpected(uninvit-
ed or unlooked-for) guest/ a casual visitor/ chance
comer {(or visitor)

[ AL bu teng fan xiang |
not of the common sort/ out of the common run/ out |
of the ordinary/ outstanding

[REAE] bu tdng by yang
scratching the surface/ superficial (ly)/ perfunctory/
milk (-)and (-)water

[F5EH]1bo wéi yT shén
refrain from going to extremes in meting cut punish-
rment,etc. / not be too hard on sb

[FiE 83 ba wéi ndng shi
not miss the farming season/ do farm work in the
right time '

[AEARY bo wen bo weén
neither care to hear nor to inquire/ pass over in si-

lence/ turn a blind eye to/ shut one’s eyves to/ show
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no interest in/ be indifferent to

[F X/ #h1 bo wi xidio b
not be without some advantage/ be of some help

(47224 ba wi k&ng ming
not seek after (or for)a hollow reputation (or nominal
title) / not seek empty fame

R % 1E k] bo wa zhéng yé
not attend to one’s proper business {or duties)/ not
attend to one’s own main- prolession/ not engage in
honest work/ ignore one’s proper occupation

{F 4. ETF)Ybu xiaong shang xid
more or less equal in strength (or value) equally
matched / about the same/ without much difference/
nip and tuck (or nip-and-tuck)/ neck and neck)’.bai—
anced

IA~EF#Ibu xidgo z7 sdn
unworthy descendants

[F8—KEi) bu xié yTgu
will not condescend to look at/ not worth a single
glance/ not worth taking a look at/beneath one’s no-
tice

(A4 AEIbu xing rén shi |

" fainted and lost all consciousness/ fall into a swoon/
in a dead faint/ lie like a log/ in a state of coma/ un-

conscious/ insensible

7 21 b xia bian 1
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not care about one's appearance/ disorder of ane’s at-
tire/negligence of dress/ be slovenly/ untidy

[ A2 oA Y b xué wi shi
have neither learning nor skill/ not stedy and know
nothing/ ignorant and incompetent/ an ignoramus

[R & M4 Y b yan ér yu
it goes without saying that«-/ it stands to reason/
tell its own story(or tale)/ speak for itself/ self-evi-
dent/ matter-of-course

[RREEH] bo yon qi fan
not mind taking all the trouble to{do sth)/ not feel
annoyed to/ take great pains/ be very patient

[REHEFE]Y bo van gi xidang
not feel annoyed (or bored)to tell (or narrate}in full
derail / dwell at great length

{F—maEYba yi ér z0
there are certainly more than one/ it is by no means
an isolated case/ similar cases are numerous

| &S0 Edd ROVRARYVER
spare no efforts (or pains)to(do sth)/ be uasparing in
one’s efforts/ do one’s utmost/ do one’s level best/
go to all lengths/ leave no stone unturned/ with all
one’s might/ make every endeavour/ to the best of
one’s ability/ move heaven and earth

[REH#T bo yi wéi rén

come to a different conclusion/ not think it is so/ re-
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gard as wrong/ not see eve to eye with/ leave sth out
of consideration/ not approve/ disapprove/ disagree
[ 2z2WYboyi 2hT cai
money obtained by dubious means/ 1ll-gotten wealth
(or gains)/ the mammon of unrighteousness/ mis-
gotten wealth/ filthy lucre
[AREMm «Ibouyiér fei
“fly without wings” — disappear/ disappear without
trace/ vanish all of a sudden/ take to itself wings/
have grown wings
CRIFEFDbo yi1e hi
isn’t it merry?/ what a joy!/ awfully (busy.ete. )
LA 5231 ba yi zhi lun
unalterable truth/ irrefutable argument
UCAR /A 4rik] bu you fen shud
without giving one the opportunity (or chance)to ex-
plain/ allow no explanation
[REHFEIbO ydu zi zhi
cannot control oneself/ beyond one’s own control/
lose mental control/ cannot help... ing/ inveluntarily
[FR£ymE ] bu yue ér téng
agree (or fit) without previous consultation/ act in
concert without previous arrangement/ happen to co-
incide/ be a coincident/ act in concert{with sh)
[AAE T ) bu zai hud xia

needless to say/ out of question/ to say nothing of
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[A#FFB] bu zé shéu duan
use all kinds of (esp. vicious ) methods/ use every
means in one’s power/ go to every expedient/ resort
to every trick/ by fair means or foul/ by hock or by
crook/ stop at nothing/ tooth and nail/ have no scru-
ples about/ unscrupulously

IF 17 403 bo zhé bl kéu
without any reservation/ without the slightest dis-
count/ in full sense/ pure and simple/ out and cut/
one hundred per cent/ to the letter

(% FLJLY ba zhi fan i
can’t tell how many there are — there are numerocus

similar cases

[ A HEF7Z 3 ba zhi hdo dGi
not 1o know good from had

(R A58 1 b0 zh jin tui
have no sense of propriety

[F51 A B FBHEHEY ba zh(rén jidn yéu xid chi shi
lose all sense of shame/ be past all sense of shame/
the height of impudence

[ EnFri) bu zhi sud cud
scarcely know where (or which way)to turn(or what
to do)/he at a loss/ be all (or completiv)at sea/ be
all adrift/ out of one’s wits/ lose (or be out ofdone’s

bearings

[HFEPHFLLY by zhi sud yT
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without knowing whence (or why )/ not know the
reason why/ unable to account for

[FHPr=] ba zhT sud yan
not know what is said{or what sb is driving at)/talk
in a.gibberishf unintelligible/ incomprehensible

CRE-REHET b zhT tian gdo di hou

- not know the immensity of heaven and earth —have
an exaggerated opinion of one’s abilities

[ RiE < AE X bu zhi zhT zhéng
incurable disease/ fatal disease/ a disease without
remedy

[FEv]E]bo zhi ké fou
do not say“ves”or“no”/ refuse to comment/ not ex-
press an opinion/ be noncommittal/ hedge/ dodge

[ %i8FR]) bo zhuo bidn ji
(talk ) far off the mark (or subject)/ wide of the
mark/ irrelevent/ impertinent-

UR B #15) bo 20 gué chi
not worth mentioning/nothing to speak of/ of no im-
portance

LR RAEYbd za wéi ping .
cannot be the evidence of/ not to be taken as evi-
dence/ not prove the point

[RRHNE]Yba za wéi qi
not to be wondered at/ nothing out of the common/

nothing surprising/ not at all surprising (or strange)
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[RRAMY bo za wéi xan
cannot be taken as an example(or a rule}to follow/
not to be taken as authoritative/ not to be taken as a
guide (or pattern)/ not worth learning from
(2525 2 3 bo ba wéi ying
consolidate at every step/ advance gradually and en-
trench oneself at every step/ make a stand at every
step/ a bastion at every step/ take precautions at ev-
ery step
30— ) bo dido yi zhi ‘_
march in step/ keep pace(or step)with/ fall into step
[ERRAERY bo 1D wei jian
have difficulty walking/ walk with difficulty
[ A K522 bu rén hou chén
follow in sb’s footsteps/ tread in the footprints of sh/
trail along behind others/ step into someone’s shoes/
come (follow or tread)upon sb’s heels/ follow in the

wake of sb

[A#&/\3])c6i gdo ba ddu

" {a man)of great erudition/ have profound learning/
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possess immense knowledge
(A SH#EEY coi gi héng yi
brim with talent/ have superb talent
LA #H %Y cai shD xué gian
have little talent and less learning
[+ -FiE Adcai zi jia rén
gifted scholars and beautiful ladies/ a brilliant schol-
ar and a pretty girl
[RF 7)Y cdi xin zhi you
ill/ itlness/ sickness
[# #7715 % 3 chn béi 1&ng zhi
remains of a meal/ a scrappy dinner/ broken vici-
vals/ crumbs from the table/ leftovers
[# = %0l Y can bing bai jiang
remnants of a routed army
(34874 can qué b quan
incomplete/ fragmentary
(7% LK can shan shéng shui
the remaining remnants of national territory
(58 486 Y can zha yo nio
evil elements from the old society/ the dregs of the
old saciety/ dregs and remnant evil elements/ dross

‘ +*
and remnant evils/ dregs and lefrover evils

[Ea® Y can shi jing tan

nibble away like a silkworm or swallow like a2 whale

— seize another country’s™sggritory by piecemeal en-
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croachment or wholesale annexation/ encroach on(or
wpon )

({24 Z. 8 ]Y can bl rén da
too horrible to look at/ could not bear the sight

[ 2B )Y can bu rén wén
too horrified to learn

(8RR %K) can dan jing ying
keep(an enterprise ,etc. Jgoing by painstaking effort/
take great pains to carry on one’s work under difficult
circumstances/ build up a business by vears of effort
and persistence/ take no end of pains to do sth/
labour indefatigably at(a task)

(54 A %] can jué rén huan
tragic beyond compare in this human world/ ex-
tremely tragic/. most inhuman |

[i& 7 A jii ) can wa rén dao
inhuman/ brutal/ cruel/ barbarous

[# ¥ ) cang hdi héng lid
the changes and disorders of the times

L ¥ & M) cdng hdi sdng tian
seas change into mulberry fields and mulberry fields
into seas — time brings great changes to the world/
the world is changing all the time(or in the course of
time) |

[#¥—R] cang hai yisu

- (like)a grain afloat on.the vast ocean — (of man)pali-
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try.compared with heaven and earth/ a drop in the o-

cean (or bucket)

[ 9115 ) cang gou nd wd

shelter evil people and countenance evil practices/ as-
semble the worst elements of society/ a place infested
- with bad elements/ a vehicle for filth

[# e Eb R ) cang long wo hid

“hidden dragons and crouching tigers” — talented men
still remained in concealment

[#:L82 B ) cang tou 10 wei
secrete the head and have the tail showing (or hide
the head but show the tail ) —tell part of the truth but
not the whole of it/ give a partial account of / get an
inkling of/ speak evasively (or equivocally)

[ 23 8]) coo zhi gud ji
act with undue haste/ act precipitately or impulsive-
ly/ too hasty/ overhastiness

[22 7 %] cdo cao ligo shi
finish sth roughly (or without due care}/ declare the
matter closed before it is thoroughly settled/ do a
thing carelessly/ get through with sth hastily/ shui-
fle through one’s work/ do sth in a perfunctory man-
ner

[EE A ] cdo {ian rén ming
treat human life as{no more than)grass/ act with ut-
ter disregard for human life/ have complete disregard

for human lifg
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[EAREYcho majig bing
every bush and tree looks like an enemy soldier —a
state of extreme nervousness/ be afraid of one’s own
shadow

{ME MY ce mu ér shi
look askance at sh(with fear or indignation)/ take a
sidelong glance at/ squint at

[ 4F55)Ycén cibu gi
uneven/ not uniform

[E 81 F35) céng chi ba giong
(of good deeds)spring up one after another/ emerge
in an endless stream

[ JL{TRED céng ji hé shi

. only a short while ago/before long/ not long after/ it

was not long before+

[ A B]) chd giang rén yi
barely (or {fairly)satisfactory/ just passable

(2>%HE.22 FH]Y cha zhi héo ti,mio yi gian ¥
the discrepancy of a single hair will lead to an error of
a thousand %/ the slightest divergence leads far
astray/ a small discrepancy leads to a great error/
one false move may lose the game

& #83 X J cha chi nan fai
unable to escape even if given wings/ even sticking

“on wings will not help one escape

{3 £} $T3% ) cha ke da han
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(of an actor)make impromptu comic gestures and re-
marks/jesting/ buffoonery
[ EEY chd wi shi ju
investigation reveals no evidence (against the suspect)
LE4R)5) cha ya §an hou
over a cup of tea or after dinner — at one’s leisure
(%5 W) chd yan gudn sé
examine a man’s words and observe his countenance
— measure his attention/ carefully weigh up a
person’ words and closely watch his expression —
watch a person’s every mood
[543 & 13X chai 1Gng chéng xing
rapacious and ruthless/ wolfish (in nature)
[51R 43¢ ] chai 1Gng dong dao
wolves stop the road —said of evil men usurping au-
thority/ a wolf stands astride road/ jackals and
- wolves hold sway/ bad persen in power
(123 4k Y chon xidn ya di
mouth drooling with greed/ make one’s mouth water
(i L ¥R T ) chén shang qT xia
be servile to one’s superiors and tyransical to one’s
subordinates/ fawn on those above and baully those
below/ snobbish
[ L&Y chang of vi wing
if things go on like this/ if things continue this way/
"if always going on like this o

L]
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[ R A1 chang nian 18 yue
(for) months and vyears/ year in year out/ over the
years

[ &+ i) chang pian da lin
a ponderous thesis/ a lengthy speech (or article )/
longwindedness

[ 3K E A ) chang qa zhi ru
drive straight in(or into)}/ drive deep into

L FF4E LY chang xO dudn tan

- deep groans (or_sighs )/ sigh incessantly (or deeply)/
moan and groan/ whine

[% & R chang bei ba xie
always be on the alert/ be ever prepared (against
war )/ all-time preparedness against war

[4% 5k & 1 chang sud yu yan
say exactly as the mind dictates/ speak without any
inhibitions/ speak one’s mind freely(or without reti-
cence )/ express with zest and gusto/ speak out

. freely/ have one’s say/ say(out)one’s say/ empty the
bag

[vg 1 A %2 ) chang du jido xi
put on a one-man show/ ga it alone

[F8 ) & 3% ) chang dui tai xi
set up a rival stage in opposition to/ put on a rival

show/ enter into rivalry

[#8 FLAR 3 ] chto fon yué shéng
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above the average and overtake the sages — of ab-
stryse and profound attainment
(8 4 #4821 chdo chén ba s

above this mortal life and overtopping the man’s

world —a well-cultivated mind/ above the average
AR BE 42 153 chao gin jué jan

far surpassing one’s fellows/ cut{or make)a conspic-

uous{good or great)figure/ preeminent

B 2297 50) chao ran wia wai

hold (keep,stand or remain)aloof from (the world)/
be above worldly considerations/ stay away from the
scene of contention/ keep out of

[EFDETLEEY chd déo shan gian bi ydu
the cart will find its way round the hill when it gets
there —things will eventually sort themselves out/ in
the end things will mend

[Z% k5 Y chaé shu¥ md 16ng
an incessant stream of horses and carriages — heavy
traffic

[ &% 2 & YJche zai ddu liang
enough to fill carts and be measured by bushels/
common and numercus/ immense quantities/ plenti-
ful '

[#L B8R ]) che tbu che wéi
out and out/ through and through/ every inch/ of the
deepest dye/ dyed-in-the-wool/ to the. backbone Cor
to the core)/ to the tips-of one’s fingers/ downright
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- IBFBEAHE ] chén chén xidng yn
keep on doing sth without any change/ follow a set
routine/ follow the beaten track/ stay in the same old
groove

LBEiR] &R ) chén ci 1an dido
a hackneyed and sterectyped phrase (or word,expres-
sion s tune ) /worn-out lingoes/ often-repeated trash/
old stuff/ hoary platitude/ truism/ cliché&

UBEHLEE = Y chén gul 1ou xi
out-dated (or outmoded ) conventions and bad cus-
toms;/ outworn customs and bad habits

(R FE S ) chén md gud yon
(a man) of few words/ incommunicative/ taciturn/
reticent .

L7 E 8 ) chén yuan md bai
suffer a grievous-wrong/ wrongs that cannot be re-
dressed/ a deep grievance.

[& X FT#h]) chen hud da jié
take the advantage of a confiagration to loot—fish in
troubled waters/ plunder (or loot)a burning house/
take advantage of sb’s misfortune to do him harm/ go
on (or upon) the scamp

[ #IT8:] chen ré da tié
strike while the iron is hot/ make hay while the sun
shines/ hoist (your)sail when (or.while,‘lthe wind is

fair/ seize (or take)time by the forelock -
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{4 m#EY chen xin ro yi
in accord with one’s wishes/ to the satisfaction of/
have as one wishes/ to one’s liking taste/ after one’s
own heart/ to one’s heart’s content
#3185 cheng ga dao gua
style oneself king —act like an absclute ruler
(& 38 1 chang wang chéng ba
act like an overlord/ lord it nver/ play the despoc/
domineer
[#: 538 31 ¥ cheng xiong dao di
call each  other LBrothers -— be on tntimate
terms/ address each other in great familiarity/ frater-
nize with
[ 7 H /5 chéng hio qi hou
stare helplessly at the vanishing back of the runner a-
head —despair of catching up/ be left staring far be-
hind/ fall far behmd '
' AZEED | chéng ma jié she
stare tongue-tied (or dumb-founded)/ stunned and
speechiess | |
[R B F4EY chéng bai 1 dan
(of an af{alr)wﬂl meet with success or end in failure/
" success or failure/ be successful or not
[ Srlk Y chéng jia 11 ye
get married and start one’s career/ stand on one’s

owrn feet e
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L5 168 2] chéng 16ng péi tao
fill in the gaps to complete a chain (of equipment,
construction projects.,etc. }/ link up the parts to form

a whole

[R5 % & Y chéng ming chéng jia

establish one’s reputation as an authority

[T 57 ) chéng gian chéng wan
thousands upon thousands/ thousands and tens of
thousands/ thousands and thousands of
[ A 2 3] chéng rén zh1 méi
assist others in a good object/ assist people in effect-
ing their purpose/ aid in carrying out the good de-
signs of others/ aid sb in doing a good deed/ help sb
to fulfil his wish/ bring romance to a happy ending/
help another to success/ help sb achieve his goal
[{ZHe (1 chéng rén qii yi
die to preserve one’s virtue intact/ die a martyr to a
just cause/ die for a just cause |
[IRE AR, RMEKIchéng  shi by~ z0, bai
shi ydu yO
(of a person)not good enough to accomplish 'an}u
think,but more than enough to spoil things/ unable
to accomplish anything but liable to spoil everything
[k g ] chéng huang chéng kdng.

with reverence and awe/ in fear and trepidation
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Ui g & Y chéng xin chéng yi
earnestly and sincerely/ from the bottom of one’s
heart/ with all one’s heart/ with one’s whele heart/
whole-heartedly

[#& I8 T1chéng shang gf xia
connect with the foregoing and carry forward a new
paragraph/ form a connecting link between the pre-

ceding and the following (as in a piece of writing)

& %8 51 chéng xidn qi hou

carry on the past heritage and open up the future(or
forge ahead into the future)/ inherit: the past and
usher in the future/ serve as a link between past and

future

D15 A B B b ) chéng mén shi hud,yang ji chi
yd _ . p
a fire on city wall brings disaster to the fish in the
moat —in a disturbance innocent bystanders get into
wrouble/ when the city catches fire,the disaster ex--
tends even to the {ish in the moat —innocent peopip
being involved in trouble

U T 2 881 chéng xid zhi méng
a treaty concluded with the enemy who have reached
the city wall/ treaty signed below the ¢ity wall to
avert destruction/ treaty made under coercion/ terms
accepted under duress/a humiliating “ treaty - of
peace”/ capitulate to the enemy/ accept one’s terms
for surrender '
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[ A% iR Y chéng feng pd lang
ride the wind and cleave (or break)the waves/ brave
the wind and the waves/ smooth and swift sailing/
ride on the wind

I A 2 &) chéng rén zhi wai
take advantage of sb’s precarious position/ take ad-
vantage of other’s calamity

SR 2¢ i 3k, W 3¢ TG 2 Y chéng xing ér 16i,bai xing ér
gui
come on an unpulse and go back with a sour face/ set
out cheerfully and return disappointed

{3k g7 A chéng xQ ér ra
attack where the enemy . is weak or unguarded/ act
when sb is off guard;" get a chance to step in

LERTER S Y chéng gian bi hdu
take a lesson from the past and avoid future mis-
takes/learn from past mistakes and (or tolavoid fu-
ture ones

[& 51 chéng yT jing bai
make an example of sb/ punish one as warning to a
hundred{or in order to warn many)

[(E¥ExEXN] ch&ng xing wang wéi

- act recklessly

[PZhE I 5] chi hd wdn 1e

eat ,drink and be merry —idle away one’s time in

-

plea sure-seeking
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[rZE T3] chi ki ndi 1o
hard-working and able to endure hardship/l bear
hardships and stand hard work

[Pz EAEsRY chilT pa wai
live off one person while secretly helping another

{ERCRIEFE] chi rudn bl chiying
be open to persuasion.but not to coercion/ vield to
the weak but not to the strong

[0z —4 ., —%8) chi yi qidn,zhdng yT zhi
a fall into the pit,a gain in your wit/ learn to one’s
cost/ in doing we learn |

% A Vi) chirén shud meng

 zn idiot’s day-dream/ a fool’s talk/ idiotic nonsense/
lunatic ravings/ tell fantastic tales/ talk fantastic
nonsense

{50 48] chi xn wang xidng

. wishful thinking/ fond dream/ an idle dream/ a pipe
dream

(% LI #] chT zhT yT bi
turn up one’s nose at/ give a snicker (or-a snort of
contempt )/ make a long nose at (sb)/ thumb cne’s
nose at (sb)/ sniff at/despise

[RERMW] chT mei wang liting
all sorts of evil spirits/ demons and devils/ freaks

and goblins
LREEAD) chiyibu jué
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hesitate to make a decision/ be irresolute/ be unde-
cided

[#F 2 #:Ychiping zhT tun
a conciliative view (or opinion)/ a fair argument/ an
unbiased view/ be fair to say

Ei 2 LIfE]Y chi zhT yT héng
persevere

82 FHY chi zhi ydu gi

" have sufficient grounds for one’s views/ hold the as-
sertion with reasons

(BT 1) chi chid bu giGn

hesttate to move forward

[= 48 1) chi dudn can chang

sometimes a chi may prove short while a cun may
prove long — everyone has his strong and weak
_ pn'intsf everything has its merits and demerits/ every
man is useful according to his ability
(g R, 7] chi zha féng yun
commanding the wind and the clouds/ ride the whirl-
wind/shaking heaven and earth/ all-powerful

A7 8 #%] chi bt shang zhén

" go into battle stripped to the waist/ throw away all
disguise/ come out into the open

[#fE 24> Y chi dan zhdng xn |
extreme loyalty/ a red heart of complete dedication/
utter devotion/ wholeheartedness
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[H##FEYchidigian i
a thousand /i of barren land —a scene of utter desola-
tion (after,drought, pests,etc. )/ thousands of miles
of cracked,parched and deserted land

[7F %] chi shdu kdng quan

with naked fists/ bare-handed/ empty-handed/ un-
armed '

[#&F =LY chizizhi xin
the pure heart of a new-born babe —utter innocence

[ZEFE]) chdng &r bo wen
shut (or stuff)one’s ears and refuse to listen/ turn a
deaf ear to/ close(or stop)one’s ears to

I 2 E5E] chdng féng xidn zhén
charge and shatter enemy posttions/ charge the ene-
my lines/ charge against enemy fire/ charge forward/
breach and storm enemy citadel/ rush on the enemy
and break the line/ rush on the hostile ranks/ press
boldly fomward

[ERWEE ) chong dao fa zhé
.get on to the route of overturned cart/ foliow the
same old disastrous road/ recommit the same error/
fall into the rut

[E X B Jchong jian tian ri
once more see the light of day —be delivered from op-

.

pression or persecution

[EBIA3]) chong wen jio meng
revive an old dream/ renew the old romance/ relive
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an old experience/ again indulge in one’s pipe —
dreams

[ % MEEY chong zhang qi gu
rally one’s forces (after a defeat)/ regroup for battle
(or fight)/ dig up the hatchet

[ZE =T 1) chdng rd bu jing
remain indifferent whether granted favours or sub-
jected to bhumiliation/ unmoved either by favour or
disgrace

Lit & 1L # 3 chou xTn zhi féi
take out the firewood to stop the pot boiling — take
drastic measures to stop sth ¢

(%8B & B8] chéu méi bu zhdn
knitted eye-brows, preoccupied or sad lock/ knit
one’s brows in despair/ with a worried frown/ with a
cloud on(or upon)one’s brow/ black-browed/ sullen

IR E 3 g Y choéu meéi ka 1idn \
have a worried loock/ pull a long face/ look blue/ a
face of woe/ a face as long as a fiddle/ an agonized
iook/ blackfaced / woebegone

[ #5m ) chou réng man midn

lock extremely worried

(58 A7) chdu rén gudng zud
a dense{or large)crowd/ big gathering

L5 A BTY chou chi bu giGn

besitate to move forward{or tc make a move)/ waver
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in determination/hang back

E85 58 55 E]) chou chy man zhi
encrmously proud of one’s success/ exceedingly grat-
ified/ puffed up with pride/ elated with success/ be
self-satistied/ smug/ complacent

(AZAEE H] chdu tai bai chi
act like a buffoon/ cut a contemptible figure/ utterly
ridiculous

[5.A~7] %] chou bo k& dang
give off an unbearable stink

[ R 2iT3%]) chdu ming yudn yang
notaorious

(R 2883 ]) chou ming zhdo zho
notorious (or foul) reputation/ of ill (or bad)repute/
notorious/ infamous/ flagrant

12 S ®B-K]Y chdu qi xdn tian
stink to the skies/ reek to high heaven

[8 /R /RYchd &r fan ér
promise and then deny in succession/ go back on
one’s words/ contradict onesetf/ blow hot and cold/
Inconsistent

[ 3R H]Y chld gudi 10 chdu
make an exhibition of oneself/ expose one’s weak
points

L O 8] cha kdu chéng zhang .

words flow from the mouth as from the pen of a mas-
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ter/ talk with adroit phrases/ make polished im-
promptu speech

(#2548 3 ] cho 1&i bé cui
far above the average/ stand out from one’s fellows/
eminent above all others/ tower above the rest/ be
out of the common run/ be distinguished from one’s
kind/ be among select beat/ place{(or put)oneself on

{or upon)record

[ &I %Y cht mé wa chang
appear and disappear unexpectedly (or without regu-
larity )/ appear (or come and go)/unpredicably/ ap-
pear at intervals/ unpredicable in one’s movement/

inconstantly

[ i 2 3 Y cho mou hud ce

give counsel/ offer advice and suggestions/ master-
mind a scheme

[ HEHF¥] cha giba yi
take sb by surprise/ catch sb napping (off guard or

unawares )/ have sb over the barrel/ all of a sudden

[ &) cha qi zhi sheng

defeat one’s opponent by a surprise move/ win b};
uvelt:f(or by surprise attack)/ catch a weasel asleep
[ A Sk#i] cha rén tou di
rise head and shoulders above others/ stand out a-
mong others {or among one’s fetlows)/tower above

others/rise from the ranks/ make one’s mark

[ A B3R ] chii rén yi bido
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exceeding all expectations/ beyond all expectations/
contrary to expectations/ out of one’s reckoning

L4 # A 1k) chid shén ra hua
reach the acme of perfection/ be superb/ extremely
miraculous

[ 4 A FE]) chi shéng ro sT
brave countless (or untold) dangers/ at.the risk of
one’s life/ regardless of personal sacrifices/(be)
through thick and thin

(43L& ] cha téu W mian
appear pulﬂicly (or in public)/show one’s head (or
face) /rise (or come up) in the world/cut a brilliant
figure/ given to publicity/ (be)in the limelight

[ & Ak ] chid yan ba xan
make impertinent remarks/ speak abruptly (insolently
or impolitely)/ talk harshly/ use rude language/ say
sth that hurts others” feelings

L F 5 Y cha chii méo 14
just come out of one’s thatched cottage —at the begin-
ning of one’s career/just have first experience in aas f
young and inexperienced/ a new (or green)hand/ a
greeﬁ-hornf début/sucking '

[P e&ET=]) chi Iu féng mang
display one's talent for the first time/ show primarily

one’s talent

(a4 A48 A 18] chiG shing nia .do bu pa. hi
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new-born calves make little {or are not afraid ) of

tigers —young people are fearless

B ;% R ] cha baoc an liang
get rid of bullies and bring peace to good people/

suppress the evil and quiet (or pacify)the good/ weed
out the wicked and let the law-abiding citizen live in

peace/ drive out the rascals and protect the people

B EFH R ]Ycha & wi iin
one must be thorough in exterminating an evil/ all
evils must be thoroughly done away with/ uproot
(alldevils

[Ex 1847 1) chd jia ba xin
eliminate (or get rid of)the old to make way for the
new/ do away with the old and set up the new/ ring
out the old,ring in the new

[&hsE £k 55 3 cha giang fa rud
get rid of (or do away with)the strong and help (cher-
ish,or support)the weak/ fight for the weak to van-
quish the strong '

L4E PR chi xin jT 10
brood over a matter for a long time/ deliberately plan
(to achieve evil ends)/ incessantly scheme/ have all
along nurtured schemes to/scheme and use every
kind of trick

L4k 2z #£4R Y chi zhT tai ran

talte things calmly/ take things as they are(or as they
come)/ take it easy/ remain unruffled/ bear (suffer-
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ings Jwith equanimity
[0 & 4 4% ) chi jing sheng qing
the scene brings back memories/ the scene touches a
chord in one’s heart/ the circumstances excite one’s
feelings (as of joy or sorrow)/ memories revive at the
sight of familiar places/ recall old memories at famil-
tar sights
{25 3258 J chi 1&i pang tong
grasp a typical example and you will grasp the whole
category/ single out one thing and bring out its inter-
relationships/ reason{or comprehend )by analogy
(% &8 cha ma jis shi
can be seen everywhere/(of sth)meet the eye every-
where
Uk B 1501 cha ma jTng xn
be startled at seeing-+-/ be shocked to witness »++/
shocking/ startling/ appalling
DA~ B chudn 1iG ba xT
flowing past in an endless stream/ uninterrupted
flow/ continually going on/ a continuous flow of++/
never-ending -
[ZE4F 21283 chudan zhen yin xian
act as a go-between _
(5 ¥ €Y chuan zud 0 hai
give strained interpretations and draw farfetched

- analogies/ make a farfetched (or irrelevant)compari
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son/draw a forced analogy/ stretch{wrest or strain)
the sense (or meaning )/ twist one’s words/ argue by
quoting sth irrelevant/ a farfetched explanation
(88— chuan tang yi qi
act in collaboration/ gang up/ collaborate with/ col-
tude with
(6] E 5 chuang ju tong shén
severely (or sorely ) wounded and in gfeat pain — in
deep distress/ badly injured and in great pain
DEEFE ) chuong yi man mo
the wounded meet the eye everywhere —distress and
sulfering are seen on every side/ everywhere a scene
of devastation meets the eye/ see evidence of people’s
distres_s'ever}fﬁheref wherever one looks, there is a
devastation/ full eye sight of devastation |
(& B3JLi% 3 chudng ming jijing -+
bright windows and clear desks/(of a room)ciean and
bright
{KERM] chul mao gid ci
blow aside the fur to seek for faults (or to find a
blemish ) — go out of the way to discover weak
points/ blow upon the hair trying to discover a mole/
pick holes (or a hole)in sb’s coat/ find {ault with/
* cavil at {or about )} fault-finding/hypercritical/ nit-
picking /hair-splitting
[FEFTHE]) chui shbu é&r dé
_drop.the hands and get it—acquire a thing easily/ get
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a thing without lifting a finger

[HEFHH Y chui sT zhéng zha
flounder desperately before dying/ put up a last-ditch
(or deathbed)struggle/ in one’s death throes/ a dying
kick/ last thrusts(or desperate fling) |

(&L BSR ] chul téu sang qi

hang (down)one’s head/ lose one’s heart{or spirits)/
bury one’s head in dejection/ be in low spirits/ have
one’s heart in one’s boots/ mope oneself/ blue about
the gills/ with the tail between the legs/ look(or be)
down-cast/ crestfallen/ dejected | |
[ =R Y chui xidn san chi
spittle three feet long —drool with envy/ one’s (or
the } mouth waters after (at or for) / have one’s
mouth made up (for sth)/ with mouth watering copi-
cusly for
LFEEEEF] chui xian ya dT

bring the water to one’s mouth/ make one’s mouth
watery/ lick one’s chops/ lick (or smack)one’s lips/
keep a covetous eye on

[ K {LFE) chin fang hud ya
life-giving spring breeze and rain —salutary influence
of education

[ 22 #k 3 ) chan tan qid ja
spring orchid and autumn c_hrysaﬁthemum —each 1in

its season

B 5464 chan chi xiang yT
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as closely related as the lips and the teeth/be closely
related and mutually dependent/ interdependent as
lips and teecth/ close interdependence
[IE e & &) choan gidng shé jian
cross verbal swords/ engage in a battle of words/ the
~ thrust and parry of/ bandy words with/ repartee
8 - 7 %E ) chon wang chi han
with bared lips,the teeth feel cold —interdependence
‘of neighboring states/ when the lips are gone the
teeth will be exposed to the cold/ if one (of two inter-
dependent things)falls,the other is in danger/ share a
common lot
(38 KT 4 chan yT bai jié
ragged clothes with many patches/ ragged and
patched clothing/ in rags |
[ 23 4 5h ) chin chiin yo dong |
ready to start wriggling —ready to make trouble/ be
eager (or ready) for action/ itch for action/{(of
person) restless and about to start some move/(of
saboteurs or evils }be about to make mischief{or play
~ tricks) . |
[ 24284 4 chud chud ydu yo
more than enough to meet the needs/ more than suf-
ficient/ encugh and to spare/ aplenty {
LRAXR ] ci ba db yi
the language (or words) fail to express{or convey)the

idea
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D R =F MY ci di wa yin san bdi lidng
“no 300 taels of silver buried here "(the sign put up
by the man in the folk tale over the place where he
had hidden the money) —3a guilty person gives him-
self away by conspicuously protesting his innocence

(R RY cigibifa
rising here and subsiding there/ as one falls.another
rises/ rise one after another/ ebb and flow/ in a
wavelike fashion

IR A4k ci ci b xiu
talk incessantly/ chatter on and on/{be)a chatterbox

R A 5] cdng ming cdi zhi
intelligence and wisdom

[HE A g IR BRR ) eOng ming fan bei cang ming wu
clever people may be victims of their own cleverness/
cleverness may overreach itself

R — it . B —W ] cdng ming yT shihi 1 yT shi
clever all one’s life but stupid .this once/ smart as a
rule ,but this time a fool

[\ %1381 cong rong bir po
with an easy self-possessed mien/ confidently and
without haste/ calm and unhurried/ take things (or
it Yeasy/ take one’s time in (doing sth)f’-éﬁs)mnl as
cucumber/ -by easy stages/ with ease/go easy/ un-

hurriedly/ leisurely
DA R ) cong rong jiu yi
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g0 to one’s death unflinchingly/ meet one’s death like
a hero/ meet one’s fate calmly

L\ 111 cong chang ji yi
give the matter further thought and discuss it later/
take more time to consider it

DA ZEmMFLY cong shan ra liG
follow good advice as naturally as a river follows its
course/ readily accept good advice

CH 5 R1R Y cO cha dan fan
coarse ,homely fare —conventional apology of a host/

- plain tea and simple food/ humble (simple or homely)
fare/ bread and water

LGB ]) co xin da yi
careless and heedless/ be careless in*+/ negligent/
carelessly/ inadvertent L

[ XetY co zhi da ye
crude and careless (or perfunctory)/done in broad
strokes or rough ocutline/ in a cursory fashion/ in a
slipshod manner/ slapdash

DA K E]) ci zhi 1an za0
manufacture in a rough and slipshod way/ turn out
rough and slipshod work/ crudely made

[REERC] co xT tan xn

. 8it side by side and talk intimately/ cross the knees
and talk over matters/ have a heart-to-heart talk/
have intimate chat together
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[ BIFS) cuT ki 1G xid
(as easy as)crushing dry weeds and smashing rotten
wood/ smash (the putrid forces)easily like breaking
dry branches/ like hreaking down a decaved stump/
sweep away all obstacles in the way/ all-powerful
[ A ieY cin ér ba ian
leave it(or the question)open
[HFT-#ZEY cun wang jué. xU
survive or petish,preserve or destroy —at a most crit-
ical moment/ be upon the die/ be at stake
{2 %) con ba ba |1
not move a step from/ not let out of one’s sight/ fol-
low sb closely/ keep close to/ trail after
[~ #57]) cun ba nén xing
it is difficult to move a step/ cannot walk(or move }a
single step/ unable to move a single inch (or step)/
find oneself(or it)hard to move a single step
[FEABE]) can cdo bo lic
leave not even a blade of grass —complete devastation
of land/ not even so much as a blade of grass left/ be
devastated
52X Y] cin jin ndn mai can gudng yin
“an inch of gold cannot buy an inch of tim_E"—le'lEji;
can’t buy time/ time is more precious than gold
-1 1 #5493 cun ti bi zhéng

fight for every inch of land/ contest every inch of
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land
[Efy ¥ A Y cud tud sui yue
the years roll by —spend one’s life in fruitless efiorts/
let time slip by without accomplishing anything/ idle
away one’s time/dally time away
[ X8 cud hud jT xTn
put fire under piles of fuel (or firewood)/ great dan-
ger remained in concealment
[#fF A ) cud shdu b i
catch sh bending(nappihg,off guard ,or on the hop)/
be caught unawares (or unprepared)/ caught with
one’s pants down/ catch sb on the wrong foot
L5 B %t 3 cud zhi yi ra
manage one’s work (or the affairs)easily and leisurely
L5845 5 2] cud 28ng fu z4 |
intricate/ complex/ complicated/ involute/ perplex-
ing/ labyrinthine -

[T #7 ) da bao bo ping
take up the cudgels for the injured party/ defend sb
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against an injustice
[fT&E Y dd cdo jing sheé
beat the grass and startle{or frighten away the snake
— act rashly and alert the enemy/ put enemy on
guard by premature action/ frighten away thieves by
raising a scare/ walke a sleeping wolf
{37, — K1 da chéng vT pidn
become one with/ identify oneself with/ merge with
T8 H &) d& cud sudn pan
miscalculate/ make a wrong decision
L5718 &k #3 da de hud re
be on terms of intimacy/ fraternize with/ hobnob
with/ chum up with/ be as thick as thieves |
TR 2h&) da jia jié she |
loot /reh/ plunder |
[T TFiREW]) da kdi chuang 2T shud lidang hud
frankly speaking/ let’s not mince matters
[3T7 7K ) da Jud shul gdu
beat a drowning dog — completely crush a defeaied
eneniy :
TR HRITRR] da po sha gud wen dao di

insist on getting to the bottom of the matter

T A#E Y da ra léng ging

relegate to limbo/ consign to the back shelf

LB E# ] da tui tang gl

beat a retreat/ back out/ draw in one’s horns
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[IThe R 7o B3 d& zhong lidin chdng pang zi
slap one’s face until it’s swollen in an effort to look
imposing — puff oneself up to one’s own cost/ pose as
a fat man by slapping the face until it is swollen/ an
impudent attempt to represent the defeat as a victory '

EXc# /] dd chi xido yong
large material for small uses — misuse of material or
waste of talents/ put the fine timber to petty use/
use talented people (or a talented man) for trivial
tasks (or in an inferior capacity) /waste or tnisuse of
materials or talents/ great genius in little employ-
ment/ employ a steam-engine to crack a nut

[ el 3 da chao da nao
kick up a row/ make a great hue and cry/ make a
scene

[ K9z KigY da chidd he
eat and drink extravagantly/ eat and drink to one’s
heart’s content/extravagant eating and drinking

(43 8] da cho 1ud mod
concernitrate on the key points/ pay attention to the
important points '

[ 4b % PR, /b3 F] da chd zhud yan, xidio cho zhud
shou
keep the general goal in sight and take the daily tasks

in hand

kK181 da chuT da 18
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blow the trumpet and beat the drum vigorously/
trumpet loudly about/ brag about/ make (or raise)a
big{or greatyanfare about/ boast of so loudly/ make
high-pitched loose talk

X EXZEY da ci do béi

. infinite compassion and mercy/ infinitely merciful/
benevolent/ charitable

[-X<$TH F]) da da cha shdu

strike violently/ attack brutally
X710 %) da dao kuo fo
deal with a matter summarily without regard to de-

tails/ sclve a problemn unencumbered by minor de-
tails/ hammer and tongs/ drastic/ audacious

L& 25 3] da di dong qian

faced with powerful enemies (or a formidable foe )/
confronted by the sworn enemies{or a formidable en-
emy)/in the face of arch enemies

(X 2] da ér wu dang
big (or large)but impractical/ unwieldy

CREER]da fa e ting

raise a great thunder storm —get into a fearful rage/
break into a furious rage/ flow into a tremendous
passion/ pour out the vials of one’s wrath on sb/
bawl at sb angrily/ be furious with (sb at sth)/go(or
fly)into a rage/ fly {go or slip)off the handle/ flare
up/ an explosion of rage

X iR ] do fang jué ci
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talk a lot of nonsense/ spout a stream of empty
rhetoric /loosen one’ tongue/ talk drivel

[ AR kiR Y da fang da lang
wind and waves/ great (or violent) storms/ viclent
storms and waves

[CRE{EMEY da fu pidn pidn
as fat as butter{or a pig)/ potbellied/ big-bellied

[ X Thi Rt 1 da gong gao chéng
(of a task, work or project Yhas been accomplished/
be crowned with success

LA THRY do gong wa sT
just and selfless (or fair)/ without'_-p&rsonal or selfish
consideration/ not make chalk of one and cheese of
the other/ unselfish/ selfless

[ 54t) da hai lao zhan
fish for a needle in the ocean/ search (or look)for a .
needle in a haystack

£XmKA ) da hdn da jido |
shout at the top of one’s voice/ make a big clamour
about+« /conduct vigorous propaganda

U2 # 78] da han wang yan ni
long for a rain cloud during a drought- ok forward
to relief from distress

(XA M) da bud by jie
be extremely puzzied/ be unable to make head or tail
of sth
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[tk E]da jing shise
turn pale with fright
[t MEY da jing xido gudi
be surprised or alarmed at sth perfectly normal/
much ado about nothing/make a fuss (over sth)/ a
storm in a teacup/ a tempest in a barrel (bucket or
teapot)/ great alarm at a little bogey/ fussy
[RH A 23 da kudi rén xin |
{of the punishment of an evil doer }affording general
satisfaction/ most gratifying to the people/ to the im-
mense satisfaction of the people (or, the masses )}/
cheer the people greatly/ make the people overjoyed
[ ) da ming da fang
full and frank expression of views and opinions/ free
&iring of views/ air one’s views freely/ argue things
out thoroughly
[X4&% %] da ming ding ding
a great reputation/ (a man) of great celebrity (or
name)/ well-known/ famous
2 A% da mid b rdon
a gross error{or blunder)/ a serious blunder/ grossly
mistaken/ entirely wrong

B Y do mo da yang

in an ostentatious manner/ with a swagger

[ k3% RiE] da ni bu dao

treason and heresy/ greatest outrage/ worst offence/
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‘the major crime of insubordination/ monstrous
crime /impudent insubordination
[ = 5% ] da qi pang bé
imposing and awe-inspiring/ majestic/ grand/ mag-
nificent
[ X2 R ) do gi wan chéng
great vessels are long in reaching completion —talent
(or great minds)mature slowly -
X 3% ¥ da quan pang lud
power has fallen into the hands of others
[k R &) da sha féng jing
do sth to spoil one’s enthusiasm/ dampen the spirit/
put a wet blanket on/ throw a wet blanket over/ a fly
in the ointment
[XBEEE] da shéng ji hd
shout with desperation —as for help/ raise a cry of
warning/ loudly appeal to the public/ cry out for/
shout{or cry)at the top of one’s voice
LA 4 BFEE] da shi sud wang
greatly disappoint one’s hopes/ be greatly disappoint-
-ed/ to one’s great disappointment '
(A=K IE] da shido 18i
major issues of principle/ cardinal issues ( or
questions )of right and wrong/ right and wrong on is-

sues of major impertance

[ ) da shi sud qo
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the trend of the times/ the general trend (of events)/
the general course of development/ pushed(or dictat-
ed) by the general trend of events/ as things are going
generally
[X#E %] dashiyiqu
the game is as good as lost/ not much can be done
about it now/ one’s day has gone/it is all up with
[XF K] da shdu da jido
wasteful / extravagant
X445 ]) da sho té sha _
record in letters of gold/ it is clearly written/ write
volumes about
(A EET ] da ting guang zhong
(before)a big (or great)crowd/ (on)a public occa-
ston/ (before)the people at Iarge/(in)[iublie
[ X[/ R)Yda téng xido yi
be the same in essentials while differing in minor
points/ largely identical but with minor differences/
for the most part alike{or the same)/ very much the
same/ mostly alike except for slight differences
UCXELE] da xT gud wang,
be delighted that things are better than one expected/
be delighted with unexpectedly good results/ be over-
joyed
<85 F]) da xian shé&n shou _
display one’s talents (or skil{)to the full/ give fuli
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play to one’s abilities/ give a good account of oneself/
fully show one’s skill/ distinguish oneself/ cut a
dashing (or brilliant}igure

[< B PHiE ) da xidn shén tong
give {ull play to one’s remarkable skill (or abilities) /
show what one is capable of/ show  one’s magic
power

[X4BE Y da xiang jing ting
there is a vast difference between the two/ be widely
divergent/ far apart

Lo+ &Y da xing ta ma
go in{or large-scale construction

XS A%1da yan ba can
brag unblushingly/ talk big/ boast without shame/
have the effrontery to brag/ turn geese into swans/
insolent enough to say

ki@ k21 da yoo da bai
an ostentacious vain manner of walking/ strutting/
swaggering |

[ BRI da yitinran
\nspiring awe by uﬁholding justice

[k XKD da yi mie gin |
punish one’s own relatives in the cause of justice/
place righteousness above family loyalty/ cut off con-

sanguinity for the sake of righteousness

[ AT %) da you k& wei
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be well worth doing/ have bright prospects

[kHE ALY da ydu rén zai | '
there are plenty of such people/ such people are by
no means rare

[ B EH]Y da you zud wéi,
there is plen‘ty of rocom to develop one’s talents to the
full/ there is plenty of scope for one’s talents/ be able
to develop one’s ability to the full

Lk Az /] da yo chi xido yo
the great fish eat up the small

[Rmmi) da ya ca zhg
the rain came down in sheets/ the heavy rain pours
down in torrents

(3K 38 ) da zhang gi gi
with a big display of flags and drums/ by great pub-
licity/ give wide publicity (t0)/ on a grand (or large)
scale/ in a big way

e EEB] da zhi rud yva
a man of great wisdom often appears slow-witted/
the wisest man is often stupid-looking/ still waters
run deep

[R5 A7) doi ruo ma ji

. dumb as a wooden chicken/ transfixed (with fear or
amazement)/ stand Aike a log/ dumbstruck

(R m iy Y dai jia ec ga

wait for the right price to sell/ sell whéﬁ the price
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is attractive/ waic for the highest bid

[# A 4] dai rén jig wo
the way one gets along with people

[#5 97 Th]) dai 2ui 1i gong |
atone for one’s crimes by doing good deeds/ redeem
oneself by good service

(5 7] B A Y dan dao zhi ru
speak out without beating about the bush/ come
straight to the point/ make simple and direct attack
on the subject/ without preliminaries

L5400 5] dan giang pi ma
a solitary horseman —alone/go to battle single-hand-
ed/ all by oneself/ all alone

[E&EH]) don st ha jigng

welcome(an army )with food and drink

[iBE 21 ] dan jing shou pd

feel alarmed/ be in a state of anxiety

(B XY don da bdo tian

audacious in the extreme

(B3 %) dan da wang wéi

act in fopl-hardy manner/ rush in where angels fear
to tread/ daredevil/ reckless

CAE X #0] don da xWn x1
show courage and prudence/ bold but cautious/ brave

but not reckless

[HE /- imW) dan xido ri shd
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as timid as a mouse (or a hare)/as cowardly as a
mouse/cannot (or dare not to)say boh to a goose/
chicken-hearted

[EE (1] ddn chon xin jing
strike terror into the heart of/ one’s heart bears with
fear/ be prostrate with fear/be terror-striken/trem-

ble with fright{or fear)/be all of a jump/ make one’s
blood curdie
ik R 4L 2 Y dan ré@n chi zhi
treat with indifference/ take things coolly/ turn the
cold shoulder on/give the cold shoulder to
[2ER42]Y dan jin li6ng jus
exhaust{or run out of)ammunition and food supplies
[, 2 1] dan wan zhi di
a small piece of ground/ a small bit of land/ a tiny
place (or area)/a little country
(2415 4 ) dang chdang cha cai
make a spectacle of oneself/ give the whole show
away on the spot
(258132 7] dang jT11 duan
decide promptly and opportunely /make quick decision
as situation demands/ decide on the moment (or on
the spot)/make a prompt decision/prompt decision at
the right moment

{4 {£3F] dang jia zud zho

be master in one’s own house/ be the master of one’s
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own affairs(destiny or fate)

{4 /&M, FMWEH] dong ju zhé mi,pang guan zhé
qing _
the spectators see the chess game better than the
plavers/those closely involved cannot see as clearly as
those cutside foutstanders see more than gamesters

[ 1-A1itk) dang rén bl rang
not pass on to others what one is called upon to do/
make virtue one’s burden (or obligation)/not decline
to shoulder a responsibility/ take it as one’s obigation
to manage sth for the just cause/ take it as one’s obli-
gation to assutne such authority/ in good causes do
not lag behind

[ L 15] dang tou bang he
a blow and a shout—a sharp{or severe)warning/give
sb sharp advices to wake him up from error/arouse a
person from his stupidity/ issue a sirong warning/ a

blow on the head

(%45 2 a) dang wu zhT ji

a pressing matter of the moment/ a task of top priori-
ty/ urgent matter/ pressing cbligation

[42 % 48] dang zhT wi kui _
(be)worthy of the title or honour/ merit{or deserve)
the reward/ be worthy of/ deserve well of/ be well
qualified for

% FE 4553 dang tong fa yi

.-unite with those of the same ideas and punish those
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who differ/ defend those who belong to one'’s own
faction and attack those who don't/ take sides with
those in the same cabal to ostracize those who hold
different opinions/ side with one’s copartners against
those who disagree

[X4 Hih A ) dang &r bian féng
look upon it as a wind blowing past the ear—as if no
impotrtance/ let sth in(at)one ear and cut(of)the oth-
er/ regard(or take )it as a matter of no concern{or a
mere rumour)/ turn a deaf ear to/take (advice)like
passing wind

[ 718} X #) dao géng hud zhdng
slash-and-burn cultivation

(7168 # ] dao guang jion ying
the glint and flash of cold steel is already visible — (of
a murderer or an evildoer)is about to act/the scene of
a fierce fight

(7710 k18] dao shan hud hdi
hills of knives and seas of fire—an extremely danger-
ous place which is most difficult to get through/ a
mountain of swords and a sea of flames/ most severe
trials

[45% 2547 3 Ao chang xi go
go on in the same old way/ follow mere routine/ get

into a rut/ be a slave to.0ld methods of doing things

B3 #HRY doo baéi rd ha
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can even recite sth backwards fluently — know sth
. thoroughly by heart
[T —M ¥ ddo da yT pa
make unfounded counter-charges/ put the blame on
one’s victim/ recriminate
[E R % ED dao gud wei yin
put(or take)cause for effect/ reverse cause and effect
[472 1Y dao xing ni shi
go against the historical trend/ (attempt to)go a-
~ gainst the tide of history/ turn back the wheel of his-
tory/ try to put the clock back/ set back the clock/
act in opposition to right principles/ push a reac-
tionary policy/ perverted action
L8 2 18 4 48k dao shén me shan chang shén me
gé
sing different songs on different mountains/ do in
Rome as the Romans do |
GER %, A A Y dao b shiyi,yé b bi b
no one picks up and pockets anythiné found on the
road ,and doors need not be locked at night—honesty
prevails throughout society
[E £ 2R ) dado mao an rén
pose as a person of high morals/ assume the appear-
ance of a man of integrity/ be sanctimonious

LGl 77 &34 Y dao ting t) shud

market gossip/ a traveler’s tale/ hearsay/ gossip/ ru-
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mour/ on-dit |
[18 F4£%4] dé by chang shi
the gain does not recompense for the loss/ the loss
cutweighs the gain/ gains cannot offset losses/ more
lose,less gain/ the game is not worth the candle
(B3R dé cun jin chi |

reach out for a yard after taking an inch/ give him an

inch and he’ll take an ell(a foot, a yard or a mile)/
the more one gets, the more he wants to have/ if
you agree to carry the calf, they1l make you carry
the cow '
[Ba£8h, kiEEM)de dao dud zho, shi
daoe gud zh
a just cause enjoys abundant support while an unjust
cause finds little (or meagre)support/ a just cause has
many helpers while an unjust cause finds few follow-
ers |
(@81 Hit) dé gud gie gud
muddle along (or on)/ drift along/ let well enough
alone/ let things drift/ make do (with)/be satisfied
with/ make shift with
[BEREF] dé [6ng wang shi
covet Sichuan after capturing Gansu— have insatiable
desires (or ambitions )/ having got Gansu he aspires

- after Sichuan/ much will bave more

LREERE]) dé sheng gui 16
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return in triumph/ return with flying colours

(8 X3EE]Idé tian du hdu
be richly endowed by nature/ abound in gifts of na-
ture/ enjoy exceptional advantages

(750> FJdé xin ying shdu
as clay in the hands of the potter/ with facility/ with
high proficiency/ serviceable/ handy

[89 % 1dé vi wang xing
lose all bearings in the moment of pride and satisfac-
tion/ get dizzy with success/ have one’s head turned
by success/ be beside oneself with joy (or gleel)/ for-
get oneself in one’s excitement/ go wild with joy/
one’s horn is exalted/ become elated/ complacent

B SZ])1de yo wang qudan
forget the trap as soon as the fish is caught/ forget
the means by which the end is attained/ forget the
things of conditions which bring one success/ un-
grateful

84 348 Jdé cai jian bei
have both ability and political integrity/ combine a-
bility with moral integrity/ equal stress on integrity
and ability

[ % & 2 Jdé gdo wang zhong |
be of noble character and high prestige/ enjoy high
prestige and command universal respect

L7 4018 42 Ydéng hoéng jid 10

red lanterns and green wine —scene of debauchery/
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bright wine banquet

AT A #%4& JdEng hud hut huang
brilliantly illuminated/ ablaze with lights

[ #1385 Jdeng féng zdo ji
reach the summit — attain to perfection/ reach the
peak (or acme )of perfection/ have a very high level
(of scholastic attainment or technical skill )/ reach
the limit

[ &1 X\ 8 Ydeng tang ra shi
pass through the hall into the inner chamber —reach a
higher level in one’s studies or become more profi-
cient in one’s prnfeséion

[2%W T2 Yéng ér xia zhi
from that grade(or class)down/lower down

[ EFWIseng liang gi guan ,
be regarded as equal (in value or merit ete. )/ put on a
pat {(with)/ place on the same footing/ draw a paral-
lel between/ equate with

(2 H M 2 Jdeng xidn shi zhi
regard it idly as of no importance/ regard as unim-
portant/ treat lightly (or casually }/ make light of/
make nothing of/ take it lightly

[=TF X} sdn xia si
low and menial/ lowly/ humble/ servile/ obsequious/
cringing

= TR T sheng xid qi

‘soft-spoken and submissive/ meek and subservient/
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humble oneself/ eat humble pie/ obsequious
[#5 4 Lk Y d7 shuT chéng bing
{so cold that)dripping water freezes/ no sooner the
water drops down than freezes up/(of weather)ice-
cold/ freezing cold/ hard (or sharp Mrost
[ 7K ZFEH Y di shui chudn shi
constant dropping (or dripping ) wears (or will wear)
away a stone/ drops of water outwear the stone/ lit-
tle strokes fell great oaks
[ 418 di da wa bé
(with )vast territory and rich{or abundant)resources/
‘a big country abounding in natural wealth
Dy~ A B3 di guding rén xi1
a scarcely (or sparsely)populated area/ a small popu-
lation over a large area of land/ much land end few

people x
[ A fY dilirén hé

have topographical advantages and enjoy popular

support

[NER5) dian ddo héi bai

confound black and white/ confuse right and wrong/
give false account of the true facts/ prove that black
is white and white black/ stand truth (or fact)on its

head/ misrepresent

KW B /& 3k dion ddo shi f&i

confoynd (or reverse) right and wrong/ confuse
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“truth and falsehood/ turn things upside down/ rever-

sal of the truth/ turn right inte wrong/ pervert the
truth

60l 3t 253 dian pei lia 11
drift from place to place — homeless and miserable/
wander about in a desperate plight/ lead a vagrant
life

[8 A 7] dian pd ba pé
(of truth or theory) stands despite time and argu-
ment/ be able to withstand heavy battering/ ir-
refutable/ incontrovertible/ indisputable

[AE = {®P9) dian san déo si 1
incoherent/ disorderly/ confused

[ &8 4]) dign jin chéng tig
turn gold into iron'—depreciator}r phrase when cor-
recting or revising compositions for another

LA R &) dian shi chéng jin
touch a stone and turn it into gold —turn a crude es-
say into a literary gém}’ the golden touch in writing
by dexterous use of a word

[745 5] ditio zuan gid gudi
wily and eccentric/ sly and capricious/ cunning and
peculiar

[RE & /[~ ) dido chong xiGo ji
insignificant skill (esp. in writing)/ the trifling skill

of a scribe/ literary skill of no high order
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(i =% dige bing gian jiang
transfer (or move)troops/ deploy forces

LA 3 h ] digo ha 1§ shan
lure the tiger out of the mountains (or his den)—lure
the enemy away from his base

[ 0-Y dido yT7 Qing xin |
lower one’s guard/ treat sth lightly/ let down one’s
guard/ with casual attitude/ heedless

% B3 E ) dié chudng jia wa
pile one bed upon another or build one house on top
of another —needless duplication

[t Rk ) die die bu xia
an endless stream of words/ talk endlessly/ keep on
clamouring/ chatter away/ rattle away{on or along)/
talk sb’s ear off/ loose one’s tongue/ chatter like a
magpie/ garrulously

[ ALEREY ding 1T mo bai
prostrate oneself before (or in worship )/ make a
fetish of/ pay homage to/ make(do or pay)obeisance
to : _ '

[IEX i) ding tian ti di
upright and high-minded/ be abeolutely fearless/ of
gigantic stature/ of indomitable spirit

[#8 2 7 #] ding z4 zhi shi
a situation of tripartite confrontation/ a situation
dominated: by three powerful rivals
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[ERFH]YJO kuT gi jid
throw away one’s helmet and coat of mail/ throw
away one’s shield and armour/ throw away every-
thing in headlong flight/ fly pell-mell/ run away hel-
ter-skelter

[EXHELE] JIT z0 bdo ju
give up a pawn to save a chariot — sacrifice minor
things to save maior ones -

[ #7513 dong ben x1 p&o
run around here and there/ bustle about/ rush about
{or around)

[xh gk ] dong 16 xi che
drag in all sorts of irrelevant matters/ pull one way
and drag another/ talk at random/ rambling or irrele-
vant talk/ ramble

[R&7H /K] dong |in xT zhdo
here a little,there a little/ bits and pteces/ odds and
ends/ {ragments

[APEFER]Y dong pin xi cou
scrape together/ knock together

[ HE) dong shan zdi qi
stage a comeback/ return to a previous stage/ get re-
established (or rehabilitated) ."

DA dong ShT xiao pin

Dong Shi,an ugly woman., knitting her eyebrows in

imitation of the famous beauty Xi Shi,  only to
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make herself uglier — blind imitation with ludicrous
effect /blindly copying others and making oneself lock
foolish

[Z3kFHEE ) dong zh@ing xT wang
gaze (or peer)around

[ B &) dong zhé dé jia
be blamed for every move{or for whatever one does}/
be frequently taken to task |

R ZE 411 dong cha yi gié
have a keen insight into matters

L &30 & 3 dong rud gudn hud
see sth as clearly as a blazing fire/ clear like looking
at fire

(A ) dong zha qi jian
see through sb’s treachery (or tricks)/ know one’s
villainy fully

3475 81$5]) dou zhi éng yang
one’s fighting spirit soars aloft/ have fight in one/ be
full of fight/ have high morate/ high in spirits and
strong in morale/ be militant |

Cih#F—Jr1da ba yi fang
lord it over a district/ be a local despot

(%3 —ud) da bo y 7 shi
be unequalled in one’s generation/ set the pace for
the generation

[ .08 di cha xTn ot
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take a course of cone's own/ create new styles (or
fashions)/ show originality/ be original/ ingenuity

[3h 24— 3 di dang vy T mian .
able to undertake the sole responsibility for one mat-
ter/ take charge of a department (or locality )/ take
charge as chief (or head)of one department (or one
section)

L7 €47Y d0 dudn zhudn xing
come to a decision and act on one’s own desire/ make
arbitrary decisions and take peremptory actions/ de-
cide alone and act at one’s own will/ decide and act
arbitrarily

[ R ¥ da fa min zéi
autocrat and traitor to the people

(¥R ] dd jo jiang xTn
possessing mental strategy alone/ show ingenuity/
have originality ' |

[ A HBRY dh ju zhT y&n
be able to see what others cannot/ have exceptional
insight

D 42Y do 1an da quan

arrogate all powers to oneself

[ahsr B ] da bi zi zha |
maintain independence and keep the initiative in one’s
own hands/ act independently and with the initiative
in one’s own hands/ stand on one’s own feet/ on an
independent basis
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O AR Y da ma ba chéng lin
one tree does not make a wood(or a forest)/ unable
to do{or it cannot be done)single-handed/ one person
alone cannot accomplish much/ one swallow does not

make a summer

[ ARE Y dd ma nan zh
one log (or a single stick)cannot prop up a tottering
building —individual effort cannot sustain it/ one per-

son alone cannot save the situation

[h¥E H B ) do shan qi shén
pay attention to one’s own moral uplift without
thought of others/ attend to one’s own virtue in soli-
tude

D4 —8R T da sho y7 zhi
fly one’s own colours — develop a school of one’s
own/ create a separate school (in-art,etc. )

[3h—IE—Ydo yT wi ér
the one and only/ the only one/ unmatched/ unique/
unrivalled/ unparalled

K8 5 % 3.1 du zhan Go téu
come out first/ head the list of successful candidates/
be the champion

(e B A3 do wo sTrén
seeing the thing one thinks of the person—the thing
reminds one of its owner '

(B B 4EY DO rird nian

one day seems to be as long as one year/ one day
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seems like a year/ days wear on like years

{53 {R P72 ] dudn ni k& cha

have found a clue to sth/ have an inkling of the mat-
T ter
[58 £ AH#]1 dudn bng xidng jid
engage in hand-to-hand fight (or in close combat)/
fight at close quarters(or range}/ fight hand to hand
(or hilt to hilt)/ close combat/ cut and thrust
Ui /g2 ) dudn xidio jTng han
(of a person)small ,compactly built and very capable/
not of imposing stature but strong and capable/(of a
piece of writing)short and pithy/ terse and forceful

[ E %% dudn jidn can bidn

incomplete parts of ancient scripts/ stray fragments

of text

[ 48 K, 2 ] duan xian feng zhéng

a kite with a broken string —a person or thing gone
beyond recall

(i E L ] duan zhang gl vl

take (or quote)out of context/ quote a remark out of
its context/make a deliberate misinterpretation out of
context/ garble a statement,etc. / a ga-rbled quota-
tion | _

(34223 dui nid tan gqin
play a lute before an ox — attempt to explain deep
truths to a dull person (or choose the wrong audi-

ence ) /cast pearls before swine/preach to deaf ears/
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whistle jigs to a milestone/ talk over people’s heads
[AF5E F25) dui zhéng xid yao |
administer medicine according to the diagnosis/ suit
the remedy to the case
(4557 % £ ] don kai mdao sé
the obstructing rushes at once removed —open up the
mind for instruction/ be suddenly enlightened by
{(one’s words,etc. )/ suddeniy see the light/ at once
become enlightened !
[£4 £ 21 dud cai dud yi
gifted (or talented)in many ways/(a man)of varied
attainments/ versatile/ all-round/ many-sided
{ £ ] dud chou shan gon
prone to illness and melanchuly}sentimentaIfmushy/’
spooney
[ZH—%Ydud ci yiju
make an unnecessary move/ superfluous action/ car-
ry coals to Newcastle/ carry (bring or send)owls to
Athens/ fan the breezes/ gild refined gold/uncalled-
for
(£ % 23] dud dud yi shan
the more the better/ the more.the merriet/ plenty is
no plague
(£ XK 7 #]1 dud shi zhi gil
an eventful year(or period)/ a year of many troubles/

troubled times
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(2T X0 HEY dud xing bu yi bi zi bi
if one keeps on doing unrighteous deeds,he is bound
to come to ruin/ give the rogue rope enocugh and he
will hang himself

[Rii MR A 3 dud dud birén
with an overbearing attitude/ ferocicusly/ aggres-
sive/ overbearing

[rini$2 3] dud dud gudi shi
monstrous absurdity/ out of the ordinary/ isn’t it ab-

surd that+?

E

[fji9 i ] & yu féeng ying
flatter and toady/ act the yes-man/ stoop to flattery/
pay (or make)one’s court to/ lay it on with a trowel/
curry favour with/ flatter and fawn on/ butter up a
person/ adulate

LEREHE]T ¢ guan man ying
have committed countless crimes and deserve to come
to judgment/ face retribution for a life of crime/ the
measure of (one’s)iniquity is full/ one’s record is re-
plete with crimes

[EiEF15]) & yi zhong shang

use bad language to insult{or to vilify,to defame,
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te malign)people/ viciously slander/calumniate
[ B3] en jiang chéu bao
return kindness with ingratitude (or hatred)/requite
love with hate/ return evil for good/ requite kindness
with enmity/bite the hand that feeds one
[RER W) &r ya wd zha
you cheat and I deceive — mutualty deceive/ mutual
auapician‘ and deception/ each trying to cheat and
outwit the other/ play each other false

[HE-E:H 85 &r cong mo ming
(of old peopleYhave good ears and eyes/ can hear and

see well/ have a thorough grasp of the situation
[HEH—#2er mu yixin |
a pleasant change of atmosphere (or appearance of a
place)/ find everything fresh and new/ all made new/
a refreshing change

[H®EE &Y &r rd mu ran

thoroughly imbued with what has been seen and
heard/ be imperceptibly influenced by what one con-
atantly‘aaaa and hears/ coloured by what one sees and
hears constantly/ get influenced without one’s know-
ing it/ influence of surroundings
[BE&2i#k)er shizhi tan
hear readily without comprebending what is heard
[EHAEE] & shu néng xiang
what has been well-heard can be repeated in detail/
be very familiar with sth for having heard many
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times/ often heard and well remembered
[HiRE 4] & ti mian ming
pour (or din)exhortations into sb’s ear/ give earnest
exhortations/ earnestness in imparting instruction
[H B F41H RBY ér wén bd rG mé jidn
seeing for oneself is better than hearing from others/
hearsay is not equal to observation

(H R HEEY & weén mo di

what one hears and sees(personally)

F

AR E ) 1o fen ta qidng
work with a will to make the country strong/ resolve
to nl‘aake the country strong/ sirive for national pros-
perity/ work hard and aim high/ rise in great vigour
[Tt ) o fén wang shi
study with such eagerness that one forgets his food/
be 8¢ immersed in work as to forget one’s meals/ im-
mersed in hard work(or <+vdy) ,one forgets to eat/ in
eagerness to study to fu. get food
(%S4 ])Y G hdo shiling
issue orders (left and right)/order people about/ or-

" der sh as one fancies/ dictate one’s own terms to/ lay
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off the order/ give order

(5% N&4&])fa rén shén xing
set people thinking/ prompt one to deep thought/
call for deep thought/ provide {food for thought/
make one wide awake/ thought-provoking

(5156 k) fa yang guang da
bring to greater height of development/ give greater
scope to/ carry forward/ foster and enhance/ develop
and enrich

[T A25E] fa bu dang zui
the punishment exceeded the crime/ be unduly pun-
1shed .

(S 7T®% ) fan jiong dao hai
overturn the river and pour out the sea —overwhelm-
ing/ (with) the_momentum of an avalanche/ stupen-
dous/ terrific .

[EA>EM £ ) fon 16i fa QU
toss and turn/ toss from side to side/ again and again
over and over again/ repeatedly/ reiterate

(B2 H4E ] 1On ran hul wi
quickly wake up to one’s error/ see the error of one’s
ways and repent/ determined to make a clean break

with one’s past/ make determined effort to atone for
past misdeeds

#9112 % ] fan shan yue 11ng

cross -over mountain after mountain/ travel (or
- .tramp ) over hill-and dale
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(31X B ) fan tign fo di

“heaven and earth turning upside down" —a great and
thorough change/ (as if)the universe is overthrown
— a state of extreme confusion/ the whole world top-
sy-turvy — a tremendous change/ shake the wvery
ground/ earth-shaking/ epoch-making/ titanic
changes

[HifEA4E] fan xidng ddo gui
overturn boxes and empty chests —thorough search/
rummage through chests and cupboards/ ransack
boxes and chests/ turn over things in thorough
search

(B=ErG) fan yan fa yd
produce clouds with one turn of the hand and rain

- with another —given to playing wicks/ shifty

CRLEE TR SF , A B BEY tan shi yo zé FL,ba yu 2é féi
preparedness ensures success and unpreparedness
spells failure

[% 3k B L) fan rong chang sheng
thriving and prospering/ prosperous/ flourishing

[/ ]) fon weén ra jié |
ritualistic (or trivial ) formalities/ unnecessary and
overlaborate formalities/ prelix style and hackneyed
rites /official circumlocution/ red tape

[F B 48F% ] fan chan xiang ji
answer back sarcastically/ reply deliamly/ bicker
with each other/ talk back/ pout in disagreement
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[ & %) tan fu wd chang
change one’s mind constantly/ blow hot and cold/
play fast and loose/ chop and change/ changeable/
fickle/ capricious{ly)/ chameleonic

[EX—dr)fan gé yi |l |
turhi one’s weapon around and strike — turn against
those one has wrongly sided with/ turn back to hit
(those who have misled you)

[EZEA]) tGn gdng dao sudn
counterattack to settle old scores/ launch a vindictive
counterattack/ retaliate

[ 45 8 ial) fan gdng zi wen
examine oneself/ examine one’s conscience/ self-ex-
amination{" self-introspection '

[958 H &) fan gong zi xing
examine onese!f by self-reflection/ self-introspec-
tion

[F%& ¥ fan ke wéi zhi
reverse the positions of the host and guest/ turn from
a guest into a host/turn (from Jpassivity into activity

[EREFHFZ)Y fan qi dao ér xing zhT
act in a-diametrically opposite way/do exactly the op-
posite/ act in opposition to/ diametrically opposed
to/ the exact opposite of '

[FRiEC]) an qio zha jT

onh.the contrary one turns and seeks for the cause in
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bhimself

[ 35 8] fan 1o huan téng
recover one’s youthful vigour/ rejuvenate in old age/
feel rejuvenated/ undergo rejuvenation/ a renewal of
youthfulness

[z 2721 tan fan zhi jido

casual acquaintance/ a nodding acquaintance

[ &% ] fon 1an chéng z3i

(of flood water)break dams and overflow/ run ram-
pant (or wild )}/ be flooded with evil (or bad Ythings /be
swamped by sth/ deluge/ inundate

[R#3k O, K3 FE]Y tan 1ai zhang kdu, yT lai shén
shdu
have only to open one’s mouth to be fed and hold out
one’s hands to be dressed —lead an easy life,with ev-
erything provided/ be waited on hand and foot

h[ﬁ}’-’éﬂl‘:}“ﬂ] fang xing wai ai
just start to grow/(be)in the ascendant/ be just un-
folding/ on the upgrade/ rising

LEE R BR ) fang ba shéng fang
no way to prevent {or guard against)absolutely/ im-
possible to defend effecti.vel;yr/ very hard to guard a-
gainst - o '

[55 B4R ) fang hudn weéi ran
prevent trouble before it happens/ make provisions

before troubles occur/ provide against possible trou-
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ble/ take precautions against calamity/ take preven-
tive mmeasures

L85 84t #% ] fang wai du jian | : .
destroy evils before they become apparent/ check
(crush or nip)in the bud/ crush in the egg/ stifle in
the cradle

[p5 B ik Y fang vird chéng
guard the thoughts of the heart as you would defend
a ctey

[ dc 4%, 49k fa]) fang chang xian,didio da yu
throw a long line to catch a big fish —adopt a long-
term plan to secure sth big

(¥ 3%~ ] fong dang bo |1
unconveéntional and unrestrained/ have (or take)one’s
full swing/ take(or get)the bit between: the teeth(or
in one’s teeth)/ be easy in one’s morals/ be dissolute

[ i 910 Y fang ho gut shan
release a tiger that might return to the hills—lny b_v
trouble for the future/ let tiger back to the mountain
—cause calamity for the future = . ’

[t g &) fong rén z1 1o
let things drift (or slide)/ follow one’s own inclina-
tmn;" laissez.-falref noninterference/ permissive

Uit TR 7T . L4 ) fang xia ta ddo,ii di chéng f6
a butcher becomes a Buddha the moment he drops his

cleaver —a wrongdoer achieves salvation as soon as



W KIE 111

he gives up evil/ lay down one’s butcher knife and at
once become a Buddha

Ui 2 9 3 77 e #E ) fang zhi si hdi ér jie zhan
(be)universally applicable/ valid everywhere

[ KR k) 8 &tou hud

a moth darting into a flame —bring destruction upon
oneself/ seek one’s own doom like moths flying into
the fire/ seeking one’s own doom/ make nooses for
one’s own neck .

L K| ML) & hudng teng db
Fei-huang, the divine horse,is prancing —of one who
has made rapid advance towards success in his ca-
reer/ climb up the social ladder rapidly/ have a mete-
cric rise

[BsER]) 18 shd z5u shi
flying sand and pebbles —a terrible storm/ a wind
- that carries sand and drives stone/ a sandstorm

[ R]) fsi yang ba ho
arrogant and domineering/be arbitrary and supercil-
ious/ lord it over (sb)}/ throw one’s weight about/
domineer " a

[ReHELRY 18 Zhen 2du xian
fiving needle and running thread — do needlework
very skilfullg,r :
(4E8r3E ] f8i 10 18 md
neither ass nor horse/ neither fish nor fowl/ neither

hay nor grass
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[dEFdEH]) & qin f&i gu
neither kinsfolks nor friends/ neither relatives nor ac-
quaintances (or friends)/ neither kith nor kin
3E[E /[ E] ) f&i tong xido ké
no (or not a Jsmall(or trivial ymatter/ in no ordinary
degree
[EES3 T 8] & yi sud si
no ordinary persen could think of it/ unimaginably
gueer/ fantastic
[uRFE IR ES) féi xing féi shéng
one dog barks at a shadow.and many bark at the
sound — blindly chime in with others/ when one dog
barks at a shadow all the others join in—slavishly e-
cho others

[EES ] gin wang shi
lose sleep and forget to eat—the mind completely ap-
plied to study or warléf neglect one’s meals and
sleep/ be forgetful of one’s sleep and meals/ so ab-
sorbed (or occupied) as to forget food and sleep/ be
much absorbed in work or study

(I &} fei fi zhi yan
confidential conversation/ words from the bottom of
one’s heart

[ fei jin xin §T
expend much care and thought/ take great pains to/
rack one’s brains(in scheming) /make (or have)much

ado/ painstakingly
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[ A AiT9]) fei 11 ba tdo hao

get no thanks for one’s hard work/ do a hard but
thankless job

{5 HBiR]Y tan béng Hi xi

(of a country’s political or social order) disintegrat-
ing and torn by dissension/ fall (or come)apart/ fall

‘to pieces/ disintegrate/ crumbling

[5B5$p#]) fén ) yOng bitio
part company .each going his own way/ part on jour-
ney and go separate ways/ separate and go different
ways/ take different aims and go separate ways/ go
by different roads/ part company with

51 158125) fan mén bié &

put into different categories/ classify
[4#24%]) i8n mido bi zheng |
seize every minute and second,/ not a second is to be
lost/ every second counts/ race against time/ outpace
time
I5-EH3L) fen ting kang 1§ |
meet on equal terms without ceremony/ stand up to
" 8b as an equal/ make rival claims as an equal/ act in-
dependently and defiantly/ be received as an equal/
stand up to

4} 8 3k) f8n zhi téy i G

come in continuous crowds/ come in a continuous
stream/ come thick and fast/ come in throng/ keep
pouring in/(as) thick as hail
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[ 2 %151 f8n mo déng chang
make oneself up and go on stage/ don one’s costume
and appear on the stage/ mount the stage in full re-
galia/ (6f an evil)go on stage in full disguise/ éembark
upon a political venture |

[8 & #2) f8n shén sui gi
die with one’s body smashed to pieces/ have. one’s
body smashed to pieces/ die the most cruel death

[¥:% K1 f&n shi tai ping
present false appearance (or picture) of peace and
prosperity

[& A5 ] fén ba gh shén
dash ahead regardless of one’s safety/ regardless of
(or without regarding) one’s personal danger/ with
lost body

*

[& A EIE] fen fa to giGng

go all out to make the -:Gunt-ry strong /work hard for
the prosperity of the country

(&R EAH] én qi zhi zhut |
do all one can do to catch up/ encnuﬁ:lge oneself and
hurriedly catch up with

[ it 4% 45 ] fen shi ji sO

detest the world and its ways/ cynical/ misanthropic

(& L K] feng fo dud cdi -
rich and -varied/ rich and colourful/ varied and
colourful - ‘

L]
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[EDhEH] feng gong wéi T
a great stock of merit/ great (or outstanding ) ser-
vices /great (or magnificent) contributions/ gigantic
(or tremendous ) contributions/ great achievements/

valiant records

CEXRERYENG y1 20 shi
{(have Yample food and clothing/ ample clothing and
sufficient food/ (be)well-fed and well-clothed/ well-
provided

[RAR B 75 f&ng can I si
eat in the wind and sleep in the dew — endure the
hardships of an arduous journey or fieldwork/ ex-
posed to cold and wet{or wind and dew)on a journey/
brave wind and dew

IR,42 b} ] féng chén po pu
endure the hardships of a long journey/ be toilworn
all along the journey/ be toiled through the journey/
be travelstained/ be travel-worn and weary/ hard
journey

[R5 %) f6ng chi dian cheé
swift as the wind and quick as lightning/ as quick as
‘a flash/at (or with)lightning speed/flash like light-
ning |

[ W B 5] féng chuf cdo dong
the grass moves (or bends)when the wind blows —
state of unrest/ the rustie of leaves in the wind —a
sign of disturbance or trouble/ sensitive to slight up-
sets
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(M &% 5] féng judn can yon
the wind blows the scattered clouds away — every-
thing is cleared up/ a strong wind scattering the
last clouds — make a clean sweep of sth/ sweep ev-
erything (or the enemy) before one like the wind
rolls up the clouds/ like a whirlwind scattering
wisps of clouds

L5 A ) f8ng 1id rén wa

truly great men(of their times)

[FE 3R =88] fang lio yon san
blown apart by the wind and scattered like clouds —
(of old companions)separated and scattered/ (ol rela-
tives or friends, separated from each other)as the
wind blowing and the clouds stattering |

[, 544 ) féng md nid bh xigng ji
have absoclutely nothing to do with each other/ have
nothing in common with/have no relationship what-
soever with/ be totally unrelated/ two different, un-
related things

[FA.BE —nt) fang mi yi shi
be (all Ythe rage at the time/ be popular for a time/
bring into vogue/ become fashionable for a time

[X {1 # 3 feng ping 1ang jing .
the wind has subsided and the waves have calmed
down/ the storm abates,all is calm/ a calm and un-

- ruffled sea/ caim and tranquil
- AREZT] 18ng gt ydn ydng

BEE— e ——— —————— -
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like a rizing wind or scudding clouds/ rolling on with
full force/ spread like a storm/ tempestuous growth/
surge forward/ gain momentum/ raging

(R AR ] féng shéng he 11
scared by the sound of the wind and the cry of cranes
—a fleeing army’s suspicion of danger at the slightest
sound/ (get frightened on hearing)wind whistle and
cranes cry —in a state of fear and turmoil/ apprehend
danger in every sound/ imaginary fears

[HiA/IE]Y féng tido yO shan
good weather for the crops/ seasonable (or
favourable)weather/ (a)year of good crops/ (adyear

~ of bumper harvests

R+ A1%3 féng ti rén ging
local conditions and custorns/ local manners and
practices/ manners and customs

[AE RiE ) fang yan féng yo

. groundless talk/ slanderous gossip

R MY feng yu jigo jia
a storm of wind and rain/ a stortmy rain/ a rainstorm

LA B4R ) fang yO pido yao
swaf,ring in the midst of a raging storm/ fluttering
about in the storm/ precarious/ tottering/ unstable

[ A &5 £t]) féng va téng zhdu
in the same storm-tossed boat — stand together
through thick and thin i
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[XRM ] feng yi wil 2l
stopped by neither wind nor rain —regardless of the
weather/ rain or shine
[5, = 24]) féng yan bian huan
rapid changes in the situation/ a changeable situation
(A= A$]) feng yon rén wi
men of the day(or hour)/men in the news (or head-
lines)/a celebrity -
(A= 3838 ) féng yon LD bidn
a sudden change in the situation
[ a7 4] fang zho can nidn
old and ailing iike a candle guttering in the wind
[E 5 K)Y fang gudn x0 yudn
offer official posts and make lavish promises/
promise high posts and other favours/(lead sb astray
by )offering (him)high posts and personal fame
[ X ] feng hud lian tion
flames of battle raging everywhere/ warclouds spread
everywhere/ continuous wars - .
%K A feng mang birén
display one’s talent in an aggressive manner/ insuf-

ferably haughty

. [BEER] Eng mang bi 10

make a showy display of one’s abilities/ make oneself
too remarkable .
(%15 Fr o) féng mang sud xiang
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direct the spearhead against/ direct the sharp edge of
struggle against/ direct (or focus)the attack on/ tar-
get of attack

(&5 /ExR ) féng chang zud xi

join in the fun on occasion/ play along on rare occa-
sions/ find amusement when occasion arises
EX{EH ] féng xiong huad ji
turn ill luck into good/ turn calamities into blessings
[R.E M MAY feng mao 1in jido
phoenix feathers and unicorn’s horns — very rare
things/ (precious and rare as)phoenix feathers and u-
nicorn horns/ rarity of rarities/ black swan '
(%A 5F8:] feng gong shdu a
be just and respect the laws/ respect justice and abide
by the laws/(be)law-abiding
CEREIR] fang péi dao di
take sh on right to the very end/ keep the enemy
company and fight to the finish ‘

(33 WEH Y feng rud shén ming
worship sb(or :-;th);Jr make a fetish of sth/’ revere sth

1

as sac red

[ﬁ‘ﬁ‘ﬁgl fErlg x ing gu sh|

follow old customs/ be formal

(%45 T ¥ ) 10 yan ligo shi

negligently finish up a matter/ work perfunctorily
and let things drift/ muddle through oene’s work/
.shwifle: through one’s work/ make short shrift of/

L]
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rough-and-ready/ perfunctory

B 4nEH ] 0 yon se zé
perform one’s duty in a perfunctory manner/ with a
perfunctory gesture/ make a show of doing one’s du-
ty/ give a lick and a promise/ be half-hearted about/

lie down on the job/ perfunctorily

[ 4) fo 1ao xié you

supporting the aged and leading the children by the
hand/ supporting {or upholding)the old and carrying
the young/ help the aged and the young
[RFBMIET 16 rud yi giang
restrain the powerful and help the weak/ flight for the
weak against the strong/ curb the violent and sup-
port the weak
(kA BFE ] fO wai fi kon
help the distressed and succour those in peril/ help
those in distress '
[$ki@EH ) G yao zhi shang
mount on the wings of the typhoon —of rapid success
‘in one’s career/ soar on the wings of a cyclone/ be
promoted quickly in official career/ rise steeply/ a
rapid rise in(price)/ skyrocket " “
(%Al =] G xio ér qo
leave with a flick of one’s sleeve — go off in a huff/
giving a sweeping jerk with(his)sleeves,he teft
[ Ye 5 ) fo gudng ué ying
skimming over the surface/ hasty and casual/ cursory

r
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THEEBRE)Y fo xiGng lian pian .
a lot of fancies cross one’s mint;i/ a lot of fancies gush
forth as spring (or in continuous stream)/ thoughts
thronging one’s mind -

[ =8 ] {0 yon zhdo 1y
passing (or floating ) clouds and morning dew — not
lasting

R A E] U wi shudng zhi
bléssings never cofne in pairs

[&4:8E]) 0 jin zhut xT
recall the past and compare it with the present/ re-
flect on the past in the light of the present

(ERMm#F) fa df chdou xTn
extract(or take away)the firewood from under a caul-
dron — a fundamental solution/withdraw fuel from
boiling cauldron/ take a drastic measure to deal with
a situation

[EREFE] 10 dT ySu yO
the fish swimming in the pot—its pleasure is of short

‘ duration/ a fish swimming in the bottom of a caul-
dron — a person whose fate is sealed/(be)near one’s
end/ one’s doom is sealed

[ BN R ] fa shi ji shi

can be found everywhere/ be extremely common

[ B RS H-) f0 shiu tig & |
like & dog loweéring its head and drooping its edrs(as
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at sight of the master) —servile and submissive/ obey
(or submit)with bent head/ all obedience and servili-
"ty to/ be docile and obedient/ docilely obey
[HE 6] G shdu tTng ming
obey orders with all due submission/ submissively
hear and obey/ bend one’s neck{to)
[RM AT 0 yang you rén
be at sb’s beck and call
[P 2 ] fa yéng zhi jian
in the twinkling of an eye/ in an instant/ in a {lash
U2 &) fo zhT dong lid
thrown into the eastward flowing stream — all one’s
efforts wasted/ irrevocably lost/ throw te the winds/
bury in oblivion/ leave a matter to chance
[ Z—4B) o zhiyTju
set fire to sth/ set sth on fire/ commit to the flames
L2 —%) fi zhi yT xido |
laugh it off/ dismiss with a laugh/ carry off with a
laugh/ laugh at (away or out of court)
(SR IR] f0 iing qing zui
bearing the rod and willingly taking the punishment
—make (or offer>a humble apology/ proffer a birch
and ask for a flogging/ make an apology for one’s
wrongdoings/ -apologize
CAMMER] fo yo wan kang
(of an enemy or a rabber)fight stubbornl}r with one’s
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back to the wall/ have the back to a hill and {ight to
the death/ put up a desperate struggle.

[HEZHE]Y 0 zhong zhi yudin
carrying heavy burdens a great distance — (of a per-
son)be able to shoulder important tasks

E % B PE) fu zhui xudn ybu
a thing of no purpose/ unneeded (or useless)things/ a
thing of no use/ sth redundant and not needed

e i3 88 k) i tang ddo hud
go through fire and water/ through thick and thin/
risk one’s own life/ go through hell

IR & FEEE] fO gui bu néng yin
neither riches nor honours can corrupt one {(or can
lead one astray) |

[X[H38 ) f0 gud giang bing |
enrich the nation and increase its military power/
make one’s country rich and build up its military
power

[EapEER]) fuli tang hudng
magnificent/ gorgeous/ splendid/ sumptuous

[ # 2 %] fU bei shou di '
be beset front and rear/ be attacked from  all sides/
between two fires/ between the hammer and the

" anvil/ between the upper and nether millstone |

[ F: 5280 ] fo chdo wi wan ludn

- when the nest is overturned no egg stays unbroken —
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in a great disaster no one can escape unscathed/ if
one section is defeated the whole canneot hold its
own/ all alike involved

[ K &Y 0 shui nan shdu
spilt water cannot be gathered —no help for what is
already done/ what is done cannot be undone/ there

is no use crying over spilt milk

G

[ g4 ] gdi chado huan dai
change of dynasty or regime/ dynastic changes
[t 5 #) ogdi gud zi xin |
correct one’s errors and make a fresh (or new)start/
reform and begin one’s life anew/ rectily one’s life/
mend (or amend ) one’s ways/ turn over a new leaf/
start with a clean slate
R XK g6i tian huan di
transform heaven and earth/ change the world/re-
make nature
[k M § g&i t6u hudin midn
chﬁnge .the appearance/ dish up in a new form/

change the outside only/ in a disguised form/ make




BT 125

only superficial changes/ try to prettify/ disguise/
camouflaged/rehashed

[z T3k gdi xidn géng zhang
tune the strings — change one’s plan or policy,ete. /
change over to new ways/ make a fresh start/ start
afre_.sﬁ

(52 54 odi xion yi zhe
tune the string and get out of the old rut—alter the
plan, ete. / strike out on a new path/ change one’s
course/ return to right course/ make a new start/
dance to another tune

[ FFIHIE) gdi xié gui zhéng
forsake heresy and return to the right way/ forsake
(or give uplevil ways and return to the right/ give up
an evil way of life and reform oneself/ give up evil

and return to good/ turn over a new leaf’

(&2 ) gai gudn lan ding

a man’s merits or demerits can be finally judged only
after his death/ when oge’s coffin is covered all dis-
_cussion about him can be settled/ final judgement can
be passed on a person only when the lid is laid on his
coffin '
DI ELEE 7Y gai md néng wari
admit of no exception whatsoever/ without exception
CF5#3EYgan jing li luo

neat and tidy/ efficient/ neatly
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{HFE T K] gan bai xid fang .
willingly to take an inferior position/ candidly admit *
defeat (in friendly competition, etc. }/. willingly ac-
knowledge defeat/ acknowledge the corn/ lower one’s

sail

[H<ZmiG1 gon zhird yi

enjoy sth bitter as if it were malt sugar/ gladly en-
dure hardships

AR+ ] gon ddn xitng zhdao

show utter devotion to(a friend, ete. )/ open-heart-
edness/ loyal-hearted

[FF Bt gan ndo to di |

the liver and brains spilt on the ground —as on the
battlefield /(ready to) die the f.:ruelgst death/ be ex-
tremely loyal to

(R R4] gan jin sha jué

drive away and exterminate everyone/ spare none/ be
ruthless *

[BIS T ABED gon na &r bi gan yan

daring to be angry, but not daring to show it in
speech/ be forced to keep one’s ressatment to one-
self/ suppress one’s rage/ choke with silent fury

[ &) gan &n dai dé . _

be deeply grateful for (kindness)/ feel debt of grati-
tude for(some kind act)/ bear a debt of .gratitude for
{past kindness)
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LB EY gan jTtiling

so moved to gratitude that words fail and the tears
fall/ shed grateful tears/ be moved to tears (of grati-
tude)/ be exceedingly grateful for

[#:4% A3 Y gon ging yong shi

be swayved by one’s emotions/ act impetucusly

(A MY gan rén féi fi
move people deeply/ be .deeply moved (by)/ touch
one’s heart deeply

[ [5] 5323 gan téng shan shou
feel indebted as if it were received in person/ 1 shall
feel grateful as a personal favour

[R18 A BH) gting bi 2i yong
obstinate and self-willed/ obstinate and self-opinion-
ated/ set in one’s ways/ self-willed/ headstrm{g/
-npinipnated

[R1E A<fT1 gang zhéng bt &
upright and never stooping to flattery

{ #53€ H 3k 1 gang ji-ma zhang
once the headrope of a fishing net is pulled up,all its -

. maeshes open/ once the key link is grasped,everything
falls into place/ a lucid exposition of cutli'né.a-shayp
definition of categories

(%A, EARE]Y gdo bu chéng,di bo jio
be unfit for a higher post but unwilling to take a low-
er one/ can’t have one’s heart’s desire but won’t stoop
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to less

[ 7% gdo bu k& pan
too high to reach/ difficult to reach/ unattainable
{® &7 L)Y goo gao 2ai shang
stand high above the masses/ be far removed from
the masses and reality |
(&% &EiY gao gé méng jin
stride forward singing militant songs/ advance boldly
with songs on one’s lips/ advance triumphantly
[R5 #5521 goo shi kuod bo
walk with one’s head held high/carry oneself proud-
ly /prance (about) / strut(about)
[% kFi) goo ton kuo lon
indulge in loud and empty talk/ talk volubly{or bom-
bastically)/ talk in a lofty strain/ loud and big talk/
high-flown talk/ prate about/ harangue/ brag
[EmE#EH] gao wi jian ling .
pour water off a steep roof —sweep down irresistibly
from a commanding height/ operate from a strategi-
cally advantageous position/ _press on irresistibly
from a commanding height/ be strategically sitvated
[308 Z W) oto zhan yudn zhd
stand high and see far/ take a broad and long (or
longterm) view/ show great foresight/ far-sighted -
[E# LY glo zhén wa ydu _
shake up the piliow and have a good sleep/ sew pil-
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lows under one’s elbows/ sleep soundly without wor-
ry (or anxiety)/ relax one’s vigilance/ sit back and re-

lax/ rest easy

[HEF%) gbo lidng 2T di

children from well-fed families/ good-for-nothing
sons of the idle rich
[REZhANM] g& gling song dé
eulogize sb’s virtues and achievements/ chant one’s
_praises and sing of sb’s virtue/ sing the praises of sb/
heap praises and eulogies on/ flattery and exaggerat-
ed praise L | ' i
[%$% 7] g8 wi shéng ping
sing and dance to extol the good time —put on a false
show of peace and prosperity/ celebrate peace singing
and dancing

[Ed M $F1 gé gu ding xin

discard the old ways, of life in favour of the new/ drop
old habits and reform
A AN)g8 gébora .
. Cof persons)cannot get along with one another/ (of
‘thmgs)cannnt fit one annther! incompatible with/
out of tune with/ feel out of one’s element/ like a
squate peg in a round hole/ be ill-adapted to/be alien
to

L& 20 Y g& sha-wa (in

to slay a man who is resisting (lawful authority ) will
not be accounted murder/ kill on the spot with the

authority-of the law/ kitl with lawful autherity/ cap-
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ture and summarily execute
[T 4 Y gé an gudn hud
watch a fire on the other side of the river —showing
utter unconcern/ look on at sb’s trouble with indiffer-
- ence

(B 4H H) gé qgiang ybu &r

walls (or pitchersYhave ears/ beware of eavesdroppers
(R B ] gé xud sdo yang '
scratch an itch from outside the boot —attempt an in-
etfective solution/ fail to lay one’s finéer on the right
spot
(& FERTRR]) g ben gian chéng
 each pursues his onward journey (or his own course)/
each goes his own way
(&4 C W] ge chi il jian
each cleaves to his own opinion/ each sticks(or holds
f‘ast) to his own view
[&®BFHFr) ge dé qi sud
. each is in his praper place/ each is properly provided
for/ each has a role to play/ ;aach gets hl.s due/ to the
| satisfaction of one and all |
(& B ge g8 Tpo
destroy (crush ,defeat or knock out)one by one/ rout
(the ¢énemy forces) one by one
[ZA88NWE. AR LM ge rén zi sdo mén
: ;qiad;xu'a,mﬁ gudin. td rén wa shang shudng
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each one sweeps the snow from his own doorsteps
and doesn’t bother about the frost on his neighbour’s
roof —individualism or departmental selfishness/ give
your own fish-guts to your own sea-maws/ mind
one’s own business
[&+F 2 W] g& shi ji jian
each airs his own views/ each has (or says)his say
(&7 H 2] ge xing gi shi |
each does what he thinks is right/ each goes his own
way/ act as one pleases
[&%F T#) gé you qitn qil
each has his(or it’s Jown merits/ each has something
to recommend him/ each has his strong points
[&th—i7Y ge zhi yT ci
each sticks to his own vgrsion or argument

(& B ) ge zi wéi zheng

each does things in his own way

[ 5% E ] gén shén di gu
the root is deep and the branches strong/ have a firm
foundation/ become deeply ingrained in/ deeply root-
ad/ ingrained/ inveterate

[E&ERATgen gi wei ydu
there has never been any from time immemorial down
to the present day/ break all previous records/ un-

precedented

[E & A #) géeng shén rén jing




132 ) RN

all is quiet at the dead of night

[ZE&EE] géng dudn ji shan
if the rope is short,it cannct reach the deep water —
it’s beyond one whose ability is limited

[¥F = —E$#) géng shang yTceng 16u
climb one storey higher/ attain a yet higher goal/
scale new heights

[T AHEHIgong i x1di
the workmanship of each vies with the other;’ the ar-

. tistical attainments of both are well-matched

L2 3R 7.4 ) gong bao s7 chbu
avenge a personal wrong in the name of public inter-
ests/ abuse public power to retaliate on a personal
enemy

[ S ] gong ér wang sT
forget selfish (or personal)considerations in the inter-
ests of the public/ so devoted to public service as to
forget one’s own interests/ selfiess

K2 34 9p) gong shi gbng ban
do official business according to- official principles/
not let personal considerations interfere with one’s
execution of public duty/ business is business .

AMAFE, ERERE] gﬁng shud gdng vﬁu 17, pb

shud pd you T
each says he is right/ both parties claim to be in the
right
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(A5 #7) gong zho tong hao ‘
share enjoyment with those of the same taste/ let
others with same taste share (artistic or creative
work) .

[Th k] gbng bai chui chéng
fail when success is already in sight/ fail in a great
undertaking on the verge of success/ suffer defeat

when victory is within one’s grasp

(hEl 8 28] gong dao zi ran chéng
constant effort vields sure success

[(Thig &) gdng dé wu liang

a great service to mankind/ boundless beneficence
{zhs—8%] gong kui yTkui
fail to build a mound for want of one final basket of
earth —fall short of success for lack of a final effort/
fall short of success at the last stage/ just one step
short of success or completion
[Z3ms #h ] gong chéng lue di
take cities by force and seize land by as'.saultf take
cities and seize territory |
[(BH X&) gdng gi wi bei
strike where or when the enemy is unprepared/ take
advantage of sb’s unpreparedness/ take the enemy at
a disadvantage/ take sb by surprise/ catch sb un-
awares/ catch a weasel dsleep

{Z<F[F 52 ) gong shdu tong méng

offensive and defensive alliance/ military altiance
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(for mutual defense)/ an agreement between part-
ners in crime not to give each other away/ a pact to

shield each other

(X2 5 R % O A R )Y gdng wo ba ke (zhan wi bu
sheng)
all-conquering and invincible/ ever-victorious
(LR R 3k ) gong ba ying qiu
the supply is inadequate to meet the demand/ supply
falls short of demand/ supply fails to meet the de-
mand/ demand exceeds supply
{83031 gdu xIn dou jido-
intrigue (or scheme)against each other/ jockey for po-
sition
(R Hi&E] gdu qi& tdu an
be content with temporary ease and comfort/ seek

momentary ease/ seek ease and comfort at the ex-
pense of principles

[ ERR MY gdu yan can chuén

drag out one’s feeble existence/ linger out a feeble
existance/ linger on in a steadily worsening condi-
tion/ eke ocut a meagre life/ keep body and soul to-
gether/ be on one’s last legs

LX) 2 Bki] gdu ji tido giang

a cornered beast will do sth desperate/(just) like a
cornered dog going mad/ (of evils )will take desperate
measures if pushed to the wall/ despair gives courage

to & coward

!
e
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(R 42 48] gdu wai x0 dido
join a dog’s tail to sable—incongruous/ like patching
up a sable coat with a dog’s tail/ a wretched sequel to
fine work/ write a deplorable sequal to a master -
piece

Ui gk ] gdu xue pen tou
let loose a stream of abuse (against sb)/ pour out a
flood of invective(against sb)

{ MR H AL gdu yan kan rén di
be damned snobbish/ act like a snob

[¥3fL A %3 gdu zhang rén shi
like a dog threatening people on the strength of its
master’s power —be a bully under the protection of a.
powerful person/ a dog bites on strength of its
master’s position/ (of evils)bully others on the evil
force | .

W 2ok A H 571 gdu zu 17 th bu cha xiang yd
a dog’s mouth emits no ivory/ what can. you expect
from a hog but a grunt?/ no ivory will come of a
dog’s mouth/ a filthy mouth can’t utter.decent lan-
guage,/ a cracked bell can never sound well .

(75 24931 g0 ming dido yu |
devise one’s personal fame (or reputation )by unjust
means/ {ish for fame and reputation/ court{or seek)
publicity/ angle for praise |

L& E W 2) go wang ting zhT
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see no harm in hearing what sb has to say/ just let
him talk and let’s just listen

{i5E & 2 Y g0 wong yon zhi
tell sb sth for what it’s worth

L% B 3RIFY g0 xT yang jian
ever —indulgence nourishes evil/ to tolerate evil is to
abet it/ toleration (or to be tolerant)tends to breed
traitors/ foster evil propensities by being over lenient
L9358 %) g0 fang zi shing
a solitary flower in love with its own [ragrance/ a
lone soul admiring his own purity/ think oneself as
being pure and elevated/ indulge in self-admiration/
spurning publicity/ nareissistie |
{35, )M ) gid jig gud rén
a person in solitary splendour/ a person who has no
mass support/ a man without followers/ be in the
difficult position of being totally isolated/ a loner
(ESAI o0 jon fén zhan
fight in isolation
P03 14173 gb kd ling ding
orphaned and helpless/ (be) alone and helpless/
friendless and wretched/ sad and lonely -
[5G gu 11w yudn
isolated and without (or cut off from) help/ stand
without support/ left high and dry

[ PEER Y oo 10u gud wén
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poorly read and ignorant/ ignorant and ili-informed/
solitary and inexperienced

INFFE2RY go xing § jidn
follow one’s own bigoted course

[ KR ] gi zhang nan ming
one palm cannot clap and make & sound —cannot do
without assistance/ you can’t clap with one hand/ it’s
impossible to clap with one hand/ it’s difficult to
achieve anything without support/ he who stands
alone has no power/ a weak minority

[PE—$] gt 2h0 yT zhi

stake everything on a single thmw/ stake everything
on a single cast of the dice/ bet one’s bottom(or last)
.dollar on sth/ put all one’s eggs in one basket/ win
the mare or lose the halter/ it’s hit of miss/ neck-or-
nothing/ sink or swim |
U S P #h1gd jin zhdng wai
both ancient and modern, Chinese and foreign/. past
- ‘and present,at home and abroad/ at all times and in
all countries
(&5 %F1 go se gi xidng
(of ancient objects of art)having anﬁque: flavor/ clas-
sic beauty/ antique/ quaint/ patinated_ |
(it #:4 %] g8 wang jin 16 .
through the ages/ of all ages/since time immemorial/
past and present/ {rom ancient times till' now

AHBSRAGERP EO] QD whi jin yong (yong wél
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zhdng yong)
make the past serve the present (and foreign things

serve China) : h - :

(A ERR ] gi géng zdi hou
feel as if one has a fishbong in one’s throat and cannot
rest until one has spat it out —have ‘an opinion one
cannot suppress - / o

L& By4E#] gii-rou xidng tian

as closely linked as flesh and blood/ mseparable from
“each other like flesh and blood/ of one’s own flesh
and blood/ kith and kin/ blood relationship
O g ik ] go shou ra chai

thin.and emaciated like a stick/be reduced to a mere
skeleton/ be all skin and bone/ lean as a lath(or as a
rake or as a whipping post)/ worn to a shadow/ a
bag of bones

[# &% A0 gl hud rén xin

confuse and poison people’s minds/ 1nstll poisonous
suspicions into men’s minds blind the minds of the
people/ .beguile people out of the right way/ resort to
demagogy/ blatantly and demagogically
(RFHIguziganiin |
go all out/ be all out
[E & 4:%) go rud jin tang |
_be secure against assault/ stmngly fortlfled/ impreg-
nable

‘iﬂﬁﬁﬂ.] gﬂ zhi iv uan :
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stick (or hold fast)to one’s own view/ stubbornly ad-
here to one’s own opinions/ abide by one’s own opin-
ion/ ‘undul}r attached to one’s own opinions/ wedded
to an opinion/ follow one’s bigoted course/ self-opin-
ionated/ self-willed |

[¥ 2 B #4] go bo z! féng
stand still and refuse to make progress/ do not want
to move a step forward/ limit one’s own progress/ be
complacent and conservative/ ultraconservative and
self-satisfied

[ E W] gu ji chong yan

play the same old trick/ repetition of the old dodge/
up to one’s old tricks
[#FZ B] g0 ndng xudn X0
_deliberately (or purposely ) turn simple things into
mysteries/ make things look unnecessarily misteri-
" ous/ be deliberately m}"?tif}ring;" make a mystery of
sth/cast (or throw)a mist before sb’ eves
(%5 2 00 tai fa méng o
slip back into one’s old ways/the old vice has come
upon sb again/ one’s old manners restored/ revert
one’s old way of life/go back to one’s old way of do-
ing--+ /relapse o L |
[ 8t % 9% 3 gu cT shi bY e
take one into consideration to the neglect of the oth-
er/ attend to one thing and lose sight of another/ un-

-able to attend to everything at once/ unable to hit one
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without losing hold of the other/ be put in a double
" squeeze
(R R gu 10 chong chong
be full of worries/ have no end of misgivings
[94R8 L) g ming sTyi
seeing the name of a thing one thinks of its function/
think what a title or name should imply/ just as its
name implies/ as the term suggests
[R5 & 4] 9o pan zi xiéng
" look about{or gaze around)complacently
IM a7+ 85T g qian ba g hou
drive ahead without considering the consequences/
act rashly
B4 /) g0 qun dd jo
- give due consideration to the over-all situation/ take
the interests of the whole into account/ take the situ-
ation as & whole into consideration/ for the sake of
~ the larger interest
(Wi & 5] gU ying zi lien
lock at one’s reflection and admire oneself/ look at
one’s shadow and lament one’s lot/ lock back at one’s
own shadow and pity oneself
LMD gud sha di fud
when a melon is ripe it falls off its stem —things will
be easily settled when conditions are ripe/ at the
right time things are easily managed
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[ME =TT gud titn 17 xid
don’t tie your shoes in a melon-patch or adjust youir
hat under a plum tree — avoid being suspected/ be
found in a suspicious position
{% B H#%Y gud mo xibing dai _
look at sb with new eyes/ treat sh with increased re-
spect/ have completely new appraisal of sb/ regard
sb with special esteem
(B A& ] gua bu di Zhdng
the few cannot withstand the many/ a few are no
match for the many/{be)hopelessly outnumbered
(%R 468] gud jidn shdo wén
little read and uninformed (or ifl-informed )/ have on-
ly limited knowledge ’
[EMEEALE] gud lion xidn chi
lost to shame/ shameless/ brazen-faced
(L. 2M/E Y gud yong téu,.mai gdu rou
hang up a sheep’s head and sell degmeat—try to palm
. off sth inferior to what it .purports to be/ sell the
dogmeat under the label of the sheep’s head/ selling
horse-meat as beef steak/ carry high-sounding but
misleading names |
[3E—M A Y gud yTio6u won
for one thiné cited , ten thousand mny have been left
out —the list is far from complete/ record one fitem
‘while leaving out ten thousand
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(B3 bk A1 gudi won md jido
talk in a roundabout way/ beat about the bush
(R A 2] gudi dan bua jing
sth entirely out of the common/weird and ul;cann:,r/
fantastic
(i B 24 ] gudi li gudai qi
eccentric/ peculiar/ queer
[EBER] gudi mO gudi yang
queer-looking/ grotesque  °
[1% A% ] gudi shidng qudi qi
(speak in a)strange voice or affected manner
[ 54& 21 gudn hudi béi zhi )
show sb every cnnsidefation/ show the utmost solici-
tude - .
[EERKYgudn bTmin fan - e
the ruler’s persecution dnves(nr forces)the people to
rebel/ tread on-a worm and it will turn .
[E EHP] gudn gudn xidng hu
bureaucrats shield eacli other{or one another)/ offi-
ciale shield one another/ one official will protect an-
other - :
(B H 3 #] guan yang wén zhang -
official formalities/ red tape/ a mere scrap of official
paper/ mere formalities/ officialese _'
[ X 258 ) gudn midn tang hudng
dignified in form but insincere. in suhpﬁnce! having
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official elegance/ impressive looking/ high-sounding/ .

high-flown/ ostentatious

M2 7604 ] guan gud ga dua

widowers , widows, orphans and the childless — those

who have no kith and kin and cannot support them-

selves

[ R 5F 1 gudn jian sud ji

one’s humble opinion (or view)/ one’s limited under-
. % '
standing :

[ENEN] guan kuilice . :
look at the sky through a bamboo tube and measure
the sea with a conchshell — restricted in vision and
shallow in understanding/ take a narrow viéw of
things

L% oF 50 89, 7T . — 3] guan zhﬁng km bao, ké jicin yT
ban . .
lgnk at one spot on a Ieupard and you can- visualize
the whole animal/ conjure the whole thing through
seeing a part of it/from the claw we may infer the li-
on/ from the foot we may judge of Hercules

D% HYguang.cSi dudé ma
so bright that it dazzles the eye/ shine with dazzling
brilliance/ dazzlingly radiant(or brilliant ) :

L EIEY) guang fu jio wa
recover lost territory

mﬁﬁﬁlﬂrﬁnﬂ QUi 104

T
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grotesque in shape and gaudy in colour/ grotesque (or
fantastic)and diversified/ bizarre and motley/ fantas-
tic and varicoloured

XN LY gubng mong wan zhang
shining with boundless radiance/ gloriously radiant
(or shining)/resplendent/ brilliant

[¥c Al F &% Y guang ming & Iud
views completely open/ frank and forthright/ open
and aboveboard/ on the up-and-up

X B IE k) gudng ming zhéng dd °
just and open (or honourable)/ upright and pure-
minded/ frank and righteous/ open and aboveboard/
fair and square

{¥ X4t B ] guong tian hua ri
(in) broad daylight/(in)the face of day (or of the
sun)/(expose sth to or bring out sth into)the light of
the day .

lﬂ'ﬁﬁﬁlﬁ] gudng yin si jian
time flies like an arrow/ how time flies

(% 55 gudrig zong Yoo 20
bring honer to (or reflect glory on)one’s ancestors/’
-make one’s ancestors illustrious

U"ﬁ‘ﬁ'ﬁ) gudng kai yon 10

en:ourage the free airing of views

(SR oul gen jie d!
in the final (or last)analysis/ in the long run/ come
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(or get)down to bedrock/boil down to/ get to the

root of the problem/ in the end/ after all/ finally
(8O guT xTn si jidn

a mind bent on returning is like an arrow/ with one’s

heart set on speeding home/ impatient to get back/

(be) anxious to return

[IENELGR ] gui jU zhdn shéng
compass, square, level and plumb- lme—exact/ fixed-
laws

[(RITEH) guT xing jii bo
(be.) guided by rule in every act and movement —
strictly upright and correct/ behave correctly and
cautiously/ stick to e_stablishéd practice/ [ollqw the
beaten track

[t LMY gul ji dud duan

_ full of schemes gnd tricks/ have the whole bag of
tricks/ be very crafty/ be up to all dodges/ (as)
tricky as a monkey/ trickish/ wiliness =,

R R guT guT sui sui "
sneaking/ furtive/ stealthy/ surreptitious

[RBRMW]Y gul ka (Gng hdao
wail like ghosts and howl like wolves/ set up wild
shrieks and howls/ terrifying cries - I'

LR ] gul shi shén chai :
doings of ghosts and gods — unexpected hsppenings/
at the behest of supernatural powers/ a curious coip-
'c‘i’:tleme | ‘
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[REEAE ) guT ya jilidng
devilish stratagem/ evil tactics/ malicious intrigues/
underhanded tricks
R JLA2 R4 gin gutt 1an shi
(recite,etc. Yluently/ (know or have sth)pat/ have
sth at one’s finger tips(or finger-ends) =
[Eit R4 Y gud jT min shéng |
national welfare and people’s livelihood/ national e-
conomy and the people’s livelihood
[2% 2 8] gud 20 ba gidn
~ hesitate to proceed(or to mnve forward)! hang a leg/
come to a standstiil :
L Hf] gud hé chadi gido
break (or remove)the bridge alter crossing the river —
ingratitude for past help/ drop one’s benefactor as
soon as his help is not required (or is no more
needed )/ kick down the ladder/ cut down the tree
that once gave him shadow
Lid B &) gud ma chéng séng |
be able to recite a passage after one perusal/ be able
" to recite sth after reading.it bver onoe/ have a photo-
graphic(or very retentive Jmemory . o
g HH 85 ) gud shén gici S oty
give an exaggerated account overstate the case/ strain
. (or stretch) the truth/ paint the devil blacker than he
is/ exaggeratéd/ bombastic
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LA ImAng] guod ta mén ér da jido

pass the butcher’s and start munchmg — feed oneself

on illusions

GisE &Y gud wei yT shen
‘overdo a thing/ overstep the limits/ (of actions}) you
have gone too far/ carry fhings too far/ it(or that)is_
a bit{rather or a llttle tﬂo)thlckf cut it too fat

(AR =4 ) guo yt‘.&n yan yan
- g8 transient as a fleeting cloud

LKA &1 gud you ba ji
to go 'beyond is as wrong as to fall shﬂrt/ going ton
far is as bad as not going far enough/ the half is
more than the whole/ too much water drowned the

miller
H

(BES AT hai di 1Go yue

try to fish out the moon from the bottom of the sea—
strive for the impossible or illusory/ fishing for the

moon in the sea | .

RS #54r ) hai di 180 zhan

. {fish up a needle from the bottom of the sea—impossi-
ble task/ look for a needle in a haystack

AT 221 0G0 kT shilan
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when the seas dry up and the rocks decay —an cath of
unchanging fidelity/ (even if) the seas run dry and
the rocks crumble/ for ever and a day/ for ever and
ever/ forevermore

[ X 28] hidi kud tian kong
as boundless as the sea and sky/ in open sea and sky/
talk at random (or without reference to realltjr)f un-
restrained and far-ranging

3% 4 11 32 ) hai shi shan méng
lovers’ pledge of eternal lnyaltjr(untll the seas dry up
and rocks decay)/(make) a solemn pledge(or cath)of
love/ pledge of eternal love/ lovers’ vows

[ R hei shi shen 16u

strange and unreal appearance/ the shadow of a
shade/ castle in the air/ castle in Spain/ mirage/
irmaginary

(4P 8% ) hdi wai qi tan ~
a strange story from beyond (or over) the seas/ a fan-
tastic (or curious)tale/ a tall story/ a traveller’s tale/
a long yarn

[ N R Y hai rén ting wén
be startled at hearing (the news)/ be astound at (the
news)/ shocking/ appalling/ horrifying/ astounding/
hideous

[#F B2 51 hoi gin zhT ma
a horse that injures the mob—one who acts in a way
detrimental. to public welfare/ an evil member of the
‘herd/ one who brings disgrace on-his group/ a black
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sheep
[HE B2 3] han dan xué ba

slavishly imitate others and lose one’s pwn originali-
ty/ lose one’s own individuality in iﬁitating others/
following others and losing one’s own originality/ in
attempting to walk like a swan, the crow loses its
own gait +
(3% Z2.%] hon gou rén ri |
endure contempt and insults/ bear shame and bumili-
ation/ bear insult and obloquy with patience/ eat dirt
(or the humble pie)
[E&¥HEHFEI hon ha gici
talk ambiguously (or indistinetly )/ mention vaguely/
in vague terms/ amphibolously/ equivocated
[ 81%) han sha she ying
attack by innuendo/ make insinuationa/ with insidi-
" ous language/ fling dirt about/ insinuation |
[&3heEY han xin rd ka
drink the bitter cup/ endure all kinds of hardships/
put up with hardships | ’
[ &Mt A J hGn xué pan rén _
hold blood in the mouth and spurt it at others —mali-
cious words to injure another/ make slanderous accu-
sations/ make scurrilous attacks on sb

\
[ 5 R £ han 1ai shi wang

as suminer goes and winter comes/ with the passage
(.
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of time _

[0 5504 JRt ] hdn yudin jido qU
cry out about one’s grievances/ complain loudly
about an alleged injustice

LT 5Lk ] han dia jia bei
streaming with sweat ( from fear or physical
exertion )/ sweat (or perspire)all over/ all.of a sweat/
sweat like a pig

[ T che5 ) han ma gong 1o
achievements in war/ merit{or worthy service)in bat-
tle/ toil and hardship in the war/ war exploits/ make
achievements(or gontributions}in one’s work

" [F 4 FEH]Y han nic chdng dong

(of multitude of books)so many as to make the ox

carrying them perspire and to fill a house to the

rafters—an immense number of books

[(HRLAFE(Y han ran ba go |
fly in the teeth of/ rudely brush aside/ in-flagrant de-
fiance of |

L7478 R 7] hang hang cho zhuang yuan
there is not a field in which one can’t distinguish him-

self/ one can make sth of himself in his own trade (or
profession)/ every préfession produces its own lead-
ing authority/ every trade has its master

(ki —5. ) hang xie yT qi

act in collusion with/ wallow in the mire with/ (peo-
fﬂl_g-}ofrb_ha same il};f like attracts like
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L

[2Z 77 %) hao b zai hi
do not care a dime(a snap,a curse,a cuss or .a far-
thing?

[ £ 3]Y hao i bo shudng
not the least loss{or error)/ without the slightest er-
ror(or a shade of ciifference)f just right

[ZE X —31) hto wi &r zhi
exaptly (or just) the same/ without the ieast (or
slightest)difference/ identical:

{# %1t £] hao ging zhuang zhi
lofty sentiments and aspirations

[ F 1% hao yan zhuang yu |
words which are full of revolutionary, heroisim/ brave
{or proud)words/ heroic sayings

[ 52 héo 160 da ka
cry loudly / cry one’s eyes out

UFAZBR 51 hdo han ba chT yan gian kut
a wise man doesn’ fight against impossible odds/ a
clever fellow wiil ektricate himself from a disadvanta-
geous pc;sit'mn wherever possible

[iF4F 564 1 ho hdo xidn shéng, | . |
one who tries not to effend anybody/ a man who is
always polite and never says no/ a yesman

(& A2 ] hdo jing b chéng <L , ¢
good times don’t last longi happy days for«-are soon
over/ the morning sun never lasts a day/ & sweet
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dream is short-lived
(57 % £ %] hao shi dud mo
the road to happiness is strewn with setbacks/ the
course of true love never did run smooth .
(37 v 3 hao chi ian zud
be fond of eating and averse to work/ be gluttonous
and lazy
[3F X zhY hao da xT gong
like to do grandiose things to impress people/ have a
fondness for the grandiose/ crave (for)greatness and
success/ be ambitious for great achievements -
[4F % B4k ] hdo gdo wu yudn
- crave sth high and out of reach/ reach for what is be-
hjmnd one’s grasp/ aim too high/ bite off more than
one can chew/ hitch one’s wagon to a star
[5F 5 A#) hao weéi rén shi
like tn lecture peopie,fpresumptuouslr {ecture people/
talk down to
(58 EF5] hao yi wa téo
love ease and hate work/ dislike work and love ease/
seek after comforts and abominate labour/ hanker for

(or afterMiving in comfort and hate labour/ eat one’s
- head off

(i 35 35 ) hao hdo dang dong
exceadingly great/ vast and mighty/ w:th mlght}?
power/ enormous. and powerful
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(¥ 2R > 5] hao ran zhi qi
noble spirit |

(¥ M4H 8] hdo rd yan hii
(of data, etc. ) vast as tire open sea/ tremendous
amount of/ voluminous

[ &R ] hé ie bu wéi
gladly,I don’ see any reason why not/ what is there
against it/ why not go ahead with it

LI BT 3/R]) hé Qi xidng si ndi ér
what a striking likeness (or similarity)/ what a strik-
ing similarity there is here |

L& T A hé qu hé cong

(decide on)what path to follow/ what course 1o fol-
low/ what should dne do/ where to go

(PR #£#] he 20 gud chi.

"not worth bothering about/ don't mention it

[FEWE T he qing hai yen

the Yellow River is clear and the seas are calm;-peru
fect tranquility under heaven/ a peaceful era

(&M 21 e qing namsi

it is hard to wait till the river is clear — the time

“would be too long

[MA MR he feng xi yi
like a gentle breeze and a mild rain —in a gentle and
mild way (or manner)/ in a genial (or amiable)man-

ner/ not be rough
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[HIEEHE 4k ) hé mu xidng chil
be happy tngéther,f‘ live in harmony/ be (or live) on
friendly terms with/ smoke the calumet together
LA04846 4 1 hé pan tud cha |
bring out in its entirety/ emerge in its totality/ lay all
the cards on the table/ make a clean breast of every-
thing/ make the whole thing known/ reveal every-
thing/ without the slightest concealment/ tell all the
truth -
[AE6] he van yue s
" with a kind and pleasant countenance/ an amiable
manner |
L 3 3LHF ] hé zhdng gong i - ,
work together with one heart(in times of difficulty)/
pull together for common cause
[EMZIhe zhe zh1fa .+ . . .
a fish trapped in a dry rut—a person in a desperate
‘situation .
[#k#8E 24 1.he hé ydu ming -
having a great reputation/far-famed/ well:renowned/
" illustrious .
IR BEaE] he fa 16ng yan _
a hoary head with a youthful face — healthy in. old
. age/ white hair a_nd ruddy- complexion/ hale -and
. hearty '

(ﬁ.‘ﬁ‘.m#l he }i iI Qan
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like a crane standing among chickens —an outstand-
ing man in a common crowd/ excel others as a crane

among chickens/ stand head and shoulders above oth-

ers/ a Triton of (or among }thd minnows/ the {lower
of the flock
[® 5588 hai bai 80 ming:

with white and black sharply contrasted/ two atti-
tudes stand in sharp contrast/ in sharp contrast

(R = ER ek Y hai yon ya chéng chéng yo cul
the city might crumble under the mass of dark clouds

CR&: 4401 hen tig ba chéng gang
grudge iron having not changed into Steel —grudge
the successor having not matured/ wish iron could
turn into steel at once —set a high demand on sb in
the hope that he will improve

(iR ABEIhen zhird gh
hate sb to the very marrow of one’s bones/ harbour
-bitter hatred toward sh T
LB #P ¥ héng hé sha sh) t
as numerous as the sands of the Ganges/ innumer-
able/ countless
[ #2 o H i3 héng chong zhi zhuding
push one’s way by shoving (or bumpmg)/ jostle and

elbow one’s way/ colliding .right and left/ dash

around madly/ reckless action/ barge about/ go (or
bedon the{or a)rampage/ rampage -
-t A Y héng gt shd ba
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in disor-tfe:-f at sixes and sevens/ higgledy-piggledy/

_ mpsy-‘tu}vy

(BT FEY héng sto qibn jan
sweep away the enemy/ sweep all before one

[ 4 #5351 héng sheng zhi jie '
side issues or new problems unexpectedly crop up/
trouble arising on every hand/raise obstacles/ delib-
eratedly complicate an issue

[H47 Bil) heng xing b ddo
act against law and reason/ play the tyrant (of
bully)/ truculently and tyrannically/ ride roughshod
{over sb)/ run wild/ lord it over/ tyrannize/ domi-
neer

(47 E=& Y héng xing wo ji

run amuck/(of. reactionary forces} do evil outra-

geously
UHLEE 4% ] héng zh&ng bao 1ign

(of reactionary rulers)cruelly exploit the people with

L

exorbitant taxes and miscellaneous levies/ extort ille-
gal (or excessive) taxes and levies/ levy exorbitant
taxes/ bleed the people white with taxes
[ZFE A hdng hong lie lié

on & grand and spectacular scale/ magnificent and
victorious/ with vigour and vitality/ amid fire and
;:hunderf stormy and heroic/ vigorous/ dynamic/ re-
soundingly | '
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{ it ¥ X 42 ) hong tang da xido
the whole company bursting into laughter/ the whole
room rocking with laughter |

(=36 H 1 hong yan tud yud |
paint clouds to set off the moon —art of using con-
trasting effect/ provide a foil to set off a character (or
an incident)in a literary work

T4 56 ¥ héng gudng man midn
one’s face glowing with health/ in ruddy heaith

* [BtA%E 4] hong shuf méng shou

fierce floods and savage beasts —great scourges/ like

flood and wild beasts

[EEH# AYhdu fa zhi rén
gain mastery by striking only after the enemy has
struck/ take action after

LS 2 1£]) hou ga ZhT ydu

"~ fear of disturbance in the rear/ fear of attack from
behmd;" trouble (or wnrrlea}back at home

[)5 2 535 ) hou hudn wi giéng
source of endless trouble (or disastrous aftermaths}f

no end of trouble for the future

US4k % AL hou 1 wa rén o
lack of successors(to the cause}/ no qualified succes-

sor/ none capable of continuing a given task

S8R AXhou ji ybu rén

_there is no lack of successors to carry oR the ‘caase/
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have qualified successors to the cause

[F53kZ £) hou lGi jO shang
those that came last occupy the highest post/ the
latecomers surpass the old-timers Cor the early
starters )/ the newcomers have outdone the old
hands/ successors excel the predecessors/latecomers
become the first/ catch up (or come forward)from
behind

(5 RBARY hou Lang tul gién lang

each wave pushing at the one ahead/ waves urge
waves/ things develop ceaselessly with the new su-
perseding the old

[E#>%]) hou q¥ zhT xiu L
. an up-and-coming youngster/ a pmmlsmg young per-
son |
{5498 ] hdu shéng k& wéi ‘ | |
. a youth is to be regarded with respéct —the younger
- generation will surpass the older/ the young are to be
regarded with awe/ every oak has been an scorn
EKH M ] hou cTbod bT ~ :
favour one and slight (or be pre;udmed agamst) the
other/ discriminate against some and favour others/
say turkey to one and. buzzard to another! treat mth
partiality _
L 5T hou yan wa chY -
have no' (sense of) shame/ have the cheek (or face)
to say (or to do) sth/ have the impudénce to (do
© -sthd/ be quitp, witbour shame/ be-lost to shame/ be

>
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dead to shame/ be past:shame/ (as) bold as brass/

impudent/ brazen/ thick-skinned,/ shameless

[V S EE ) ho fang hudn yi
summon {or call for) wind and rain — tontrol the
forces of nature/ summon the storm/ stir up trouble
[ 2 B3k, ¥ 2 BI3 ] hd zhi jil&i,hul zhi ji ga

bring under one’s thumb/ have sb at one’s beck and

call/ have sb at one’s disposal/ make sb cln hIS bld—'

ding

[ 2Z#EIhi zhi yo chd
- (of lifelike figures in pié¢turés or characters in novels)
seem ready to come out .at one’s call — very vividly
portrayed '

[BEEFH]Y ho iGn tan z80

‘swallow a date whale — read without understandmg
(or thinking)/ lap up miormatmn without digesting
it/ gulp down without thought PO -

(MERBIN0 oG wei . - - .

. the fox borrpws the. ttggr’s terrnr (b}r walkmg in. the
latter’s company) — pretending to- power, etg. / a_fox
makes himself feared by walkmg in tlger s{wmpangg’a
man assummg self—tmpnrtance by hls powerful con-
'nectmns/ bully penpie by flauntmg one’s powerful

connectmns/ take advantage nf the mﬂuénce nf Sth

Cers , | I -

[ﬁﬁﬁlﬂ]’hu 11 wii ba - o oy

fox’s tdil —sth that gives away & person’s.real charac-

R

ter Or e;ril intentions/ cloven hoof oy
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IR B 5]) ho qin gdu dang
a set (or pack) of rogues/ a gang of scoundrels/ a
bad lot/ evil associates

3935 /58T ho shud ba dao |
tatk (or prate) nonsense/ sheer (or unadulterated)

nonsense/ stuff and nonsense/ rave about/ balder-
dash/ rubbish

[# S 5487 ho sTiudn xidng

stupid thoughts/ vain imaginings/ imagine things/

-

let one’s imagination run away with him/ go off into
wild flights of fancy/ have a maggot in one’s brain
(or head)/ wild-goose chase/ crankily
ESH T ELEY ha yon luan yi
foolish (or random) talk/ talk folly (or nonsense)/
babble about/ all (in) one’s eye/ rave
{fEIE ] ho zud 18i we _
act wildly in defiance of the lﬁw (ot public opinion)/
commit -all kinds of outrages/ run amuck/ criminal
actions N |
(e 1% M ] hi bei xiong yao
-.bac'ks like tigers and loins like bears —stalwart men
(R D &%) 0o kdu yo sheng
saved from the mouth of a tiger — a NATTOW escape
from death/ escape with bare life/ survive a disaster/
" have a narrow escape/ be snatched out of the jaws of
death R |
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[k BLEE ) hi shi dan dan

glare like a tiger eyeing its prey/ glare at fiercely (or
with fiercenéss)/ cast covetous (or greedy) eyes on/
eye covetously (or with hostility)

[ L4t B T hi tou shé wai
things which start off big and then end up in noth-
ing/ begin with tigerish energy but peter out towards
the end/ failure after a great flourish of trumpets at
the beginning/ a brave beginning but a weak ending/
fine start and poor finish/ do things by hnlves;’ anti-
climax/ bathos

[Pk ¥k ) hd wéi chin bing N
Clike) treading on the tail of a tiger or walking on the
ice in springtime — very precarious conditions/ full of
apprehension '
(AR 5% ho xian wéi chuan
a threshold worn tow by visitors-~ an endless flow of
visitors .
N ERH1 N0 & bo gquan

persist in evil and not repent/ be steeped in “evil and
refuse to repent/ stick to one’s arbitrary habits/ re-
main impenitent/ abide in sin/ (wicked'ty} obdurate
and irrectaimable/ incorrigible/ unregenerate

[7£5F A ] hwd hdo yueé yubn
blmmmg flowers and full moon — perfﬂ:t conjugal

bliss
CEIELFI b wd gong 21
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a fop/ a dandy/ a coxcomb
[ 2Lt 5% ] hud hua shi jie |
the dazzling human world with its myriad tempta-
tions/ this mortal world/ a dissolute age
[IE X B # ) hud tion it di
world of wine and women/ indulge in a ga]r life and
‘debauchery/ ‘indulge in dissipation/ lead a gay life/
lead a fast life/ be -(out) on the tiles/ be (go or live)
on-the loose/ 'guzzle and carouse to one’s heart’s con-
tent

[Emﬁﬁ] hud tuan ]Tn el

bouquets of flowers and piles of silks — rich multi-
coloured decorations/ confusiop and gay bustle
[IEE’I‘J'E] huG yan gido yi '
fair (fme , flowery; honeved, sweet or pretty)words/
sweet chatter (or patter)/ artful talkf lip service/
verbal tricks (or froth)/ luring Cor “seductive )
speech/ falr-spnlcenf fme-spuken/ hiandlshments/
. blarney . . ... :
[iﬁﬂﬂ A1 hud zhao yue X1
the day of tlowers and the evening of the-moon—de-
. lightful weather and beautiful prospects/ beautiful
days and nights with moon and flowers .
(EEER) hud zht zhdo zhadn .
(of women) be gorgeously dressed/ be seductwely
dressed '
LETAE] hud ér bo LI

flashy and without substance/ showy and not auh—

cmy

. tji-";l;": s "F"\i'; L
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stantial/ superficially clever/ have all one’s goods in
the window/ gimceracky/ specidusf' gewgaw

[r OB 3E ¥ hud zhong U chong
try to please the public with claptrap/ curry favour
by claptrap/ talk big to impress people/ impress péo-
ple by claptrap/ play to the gallery/ play with an eye
to the gallery

(% 3L M B3] hud tow hud ndo

as slippery as an eel/ crafty/ artful/ slick-
[ 253K 4R Y hud wéi buT jin | |
become ashes/ reduced to ashes/ end in smoke -
[ikh 5 ) hud wéi wi ydu
be reduced to zero/ come to naught (or nothing)/
. turn to dust and ashes/ dissolve (disappear, melt or
~ wanigh) into thin air/ dwindle away into nothing/ re-
. vert to nothing
AL 5 %] hud xidn wéi yi
turn danger into safety/ come out safely from dan-
ger/ head off a disaster/ fall on one’s feet/ save the
situation/ bring order and peace out of chaos and
confusion . '

B CA e LT zhéng Weéi Iing
break up the whole into parts

GEA {24224 £Y hud b tou-jT ban i dud
-when the conversation gets dmagreeable. to s-ay one
wnrd. mm is & wastk of bmth VPRI

b
L}
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(BB 70T hud bing chéng i
draw a cake and call it a dinner —a Barmecide {east/

draw cakes to allay hunger —feed on illusions/ eat the
air ' '

(38 %923 hud dif wéi 1o |
draw a circle on the ground for a prison —restrict sb’s
activities 10 a designated area or sphere

W B B M, 0 A T R 3 400 ] hud hi hud pi ndn
hudét gi,zhT rén zhT midn ba zhi xin
in drawing a tiger, you show its skin but not its
bones; in knowing a man, you know his face but not
his heart

I 255 1 hud hit 18 gdu
make an attempt st a picture of a tiger and only

achieve the likeness of a dog —attempting more than
one has ability for/ try to draw a tiger and end up
with the likeness of a dog--make a poor imitation

[l 12 %) hud 16ng didn jing
- bring the painted dragon to life by puttlng in the
pupils of its eyes —add the touch that brmga & work
of art to life/ put life into sth like dotting the eyeballs
to a painted dragon/ put the finishing touches on sth/ |
add a word or two to clinch the pomt

(BB E Y hud shé tisn z0

 deaw a snalte and add feet to it —ruin the effect by
adding sth superfluoug/ do what is sgperhunua like

+
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adding feet to a painted snake/ to over-reach the
mark is just as bad as not reaching it/ gild the lily/
put butter on (or upon) bacon/ fan the breezes
%™ & 55 Y} hudan shiéng i€ dong
cheers resound like rolis of thunder/ burst into the
thunders of applause/ a thundering applause/ thun-
derous cheers
[ X E W] huan tian xT di
extravagant joy and rejoicing/ rapt to the seventh
heaven/ be in (or go into) raptures/ tread on air/ as
pleased as one can be/ extremely delighted/ filled
with joy/ with boundless joy/ wild with joy/ with
great delight/ overjoyed -
[ MY hudin xTn gu wi
be filled with exultation/ be elated and inspired/

" highly elated (or delighted)/ full of joy and enthusi-

asm/ dance (or jump) for joy/ rejoice/ jubilantly

(B 221 hwdn bing zh ji
the strategy of delaying the approach of the enemy’s

troops/ a strategy to stall off immediate attack by én-

emy/ measures to stave off an attack/ stratagem to
gain a respite/ stalling tactics ‘ ,
LR B 81 hudn bo ji i |
leisurely action will not help in desperate crises/ slow
actioh Cannot save a critice.l situation
(BRI huan jiging zhong - ¢

_in ordet of importance and urgency/ order of priority
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- [ relative importance and urgency
[ A #25]) hudn tang bua budn yao
change the. liquid but not the drugs —a superficial re-
form/ the same old stuff with a different label/ a
change in form but not in content (or essence)/ make
a supe}ﬁcial change/ old wine in new bottles

[xa 282k ¥ Y hudn ran bing shi .

vanish like the melting ice — (of doubts or suspicions)
~ being quickly dispelled/ ‘melt (or cleared) away
[45: 45— i1 buan ran yT xIn

take on an entirely new look (or aspect)/ take on a
fresh. complexion/ having a bright new look/ lock
brand-new/ quite new/ spick-and-span '
(888 5% ]) hvan dé huon shi
distressed in mind trying to get sth, and then trou-
bled Jest he lose it/ worry about personal gains and
losses/ think in terms of personal gain and loss/ be
swayed by considerations of personal gain and loss
(B 53¢ huan ndn yl gﬁng |
'share a eommon fate/ cast (in) one’s Iut with sb/
throw in one’s lot with sh/ go thrcugh thmk and thin
tugether _ ' I ’
(23> 2 huon ndn zhi jigo
friendship made during adverswyj frlends m advers:—
- ty/ tested friends/ friends i in need :
[T 4] hudng dan bl jing N
absurd and unreasonable/ preposteroiis/ {antastic
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[ € 3L Fk ) huang déan wa T, L - .
- absurd and wunbelievable/ irrational/ legendary/
mythological/ fabulous
[ 2845 Y hudng mid jué Iin _
absolutely preposterous/ utterly absurdf absurd in
the highest degree/ absurd beyond compare/ the
height of absurdity/ extrem&ly ludicrous -
[5cit B A ¥ hudng shi bdo yueé
time of dearth/ in hard time/ lean year
£33 A Y huang wo rén yan i}
desolate and uninhabited/ no human habitation
[#c 2 IHE] budng yin wi chi
_dissipated and unshamed/ be dissolute in conduct
[RFE—2] huang liGng yT méng
Golden Millet Dream (from the story of a poor schol-
ar who dreamt that he had become. a high official but
awoke to find only the pot of millet still cooking on

~ the fire}/ a \rani_she_d dre:_am/ pipe dream/ disillusiun— .

ment

[ﬁﬁZ:T% EI] huﬂng huc:ng bu k& zhﬁng ri
be kept in a state of constant nervousness/ be in a
.constant state of anmety/ be kept perpetually in a
state of tensmn/ in a desperate s:tl.mltlt::rmir unendmg
anxiety/ be on tenterhooks all the time .

(AR %] huang kdng ba &@n
be terrified and uneasy/ be senzed wnth fear/ in fear
and trepldatmnf pamr.:-stncken ' B

L) i -
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L6 2R X HR 3 huding ron dd wi |
suddenly see the Iigh't/ suddenly realize/ wake.up to/
disenchanted |
[He MY huang ri gé shi -
as if being cut off from the outside world for ages
. DRAFENI huT xin sang qi
be utterly disheartened/ lose heart (or mtemst)/ be
dispirited or discouraged/ disappointed/ despair
(3 I ] hut han 10 yo
drip with sweat
L 20+ hul jin €0 10 |
spend money like water/ squander money like dust/
throw m;:mey about like dirt/ be profuse of one’s
money
B8 §8 X hui gudng fan zhdo
the reflected ray of the setting sun—the transient re-
viving of the dying/ momentary recovery of con-
sciousness just before death/ a lighting before death/’
brief glow of health before passing aﬁajr/ a sudden
spurt of activity prior to mllepse |
L6 X Z AT hui tion 1a.sh | ‘
be powerless to save the desperate situation/ be inta-
 pable of saving a desperate situation
LEXZ F3 hui tian zhili |

tremendcus _power to overcome difficulties

T 38 ) hut tou shi on
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turn the head and there is the shore—repent and be
saved/ (just) repent and salvation is at hand/ turn
from one’s evil ways/ repentance is salvation/ it is
never too late to mend

LB Bk 75 35 Jhui wei wui gidng
lead a person to endless aftertastes/ be led up to
meaningful afterthoughts

[E].C-% 83 hui xin zhuan yi
change one’s mind and come back to former relation/
change one’s mind (or views)/ correct one’s conduct/
repent and reform/ come around/ a change of heart

(43R 491 Y hui ba dang chi |
regret having done sth in that way

(5t 5 FH I hut gud zi xin

. repent and make a new start/ repent -and turn over a
new leaf/ repent and start with a clean slate

{2 X2 hui zhi wa ji
too late to repent (or regret)/ too late for remorse/
cry over spilt milk |

(8% F—H]1 hui yi yT dan
-be destroyed in a moment {or in one day)

g REYhui jiji yi
conceal the disease and avoid the doctor — hide one’s
fault for Tear of criticism/ hide one’s sickness for fear
of treatment/ gloss over one’s shortcomings (or
faults) for fear of being criticized
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iESLMEE hui md ra shén
carefully conceal or aviod mentioning (one’s scandal,
etc. )}/ closely guard a secret/ not breathe a word to a

soul/ not utter a single word about sth/ keep sth
shady
[R5 EY hui ddao hui yin
propagate sex and violence/ stir up the base passions
i@ A\ A4#) hui rén bo juan
be tireless in teaching/ teach without weariness/
teach with tireless zeal/ be never tired of teaching
people -
2742 ]) hui sheng hui sé
vivid description/ discribed to the life/ true to na-
ture/ vivid/ lively
[R5 2447 ) hui 10 gdng xing
give and take bribes openly/ commit briberies undis-
guisedly '
[ & & akBE Y han han y0 shui
drowsy/ sleepy
[&XE®H ] hin tian hai di
in total darkness/ darkness through "and through/
dark rule and social disorc:!er/ pitch-dark/ dizzy |
[, 1) hon t6u hin ndo
addleheadéd! mudc_lleheadedf qbsent-minded}fnrget-
ful ' . |
[EEHEERI N hon e é
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in a nebulous state/ muddle along/ignorant/simple-
minded /muddle-headed

[ R —&KY hin ran yTti
one integrated mass/ a unified entity/ an integral
whole

[ZEEEIEY hon shén shi dan

be every inch a hero/ be the very embodiment of val-

our

(KA Y han shuT mo yo
fish in troubled waters

[E A H{E] han bo fO &7
“soul departs from body” —severely shocked (or up-
set)/ as if the soul had left the body/ soul and body
parted/ be entranced with (fear)/ be frightened out

of one’s wits/ go down in one’s boots

(3 &M EL ) han 18 pod séin

frightened out of one’s senses (or wits)
(iR 3 £ 3 hon shi md wang
fiend in human shape/ devil incarnate
[E R —ikY han waéi yTtan
. lump (or jumble) together/ ennfuse sth with sth else
(R EH] hon xido héi boi
‘mix up black and white/ confuse (or juggle) black
and white/ obliterate difference between black and

white/ turn things upside down

DR R3E) hon xiGo shi f&i
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confuse {or confound) right and wrong
[RiFF]) honwxido shi ting
mislead the public (or the people)/ lead the public
opinion astray/ confuse (the )public opinion
UiED£, %7 #) hub dao 160, xué dao Jao
one is never too old to learn/ it is never too late to
learn/ live and learn
(&85 B Y hud 16ng hud xian
tone it up with colour and life/ make sth come to
life/ living image of / vividly/ lifelike
[k _LinykY hud shang jio you
pour oil on the fire (or flames )/ add fuel to the
flames Cor fire)/ add oil to fire/ inflame one’s anger
[ J 4% X 18] huts shdo hud lido
feeling terribly hot/ restless with anxiety
[k 3%8 £3 hud shdo méi mao
the fire is singeing the éyebrows —a desperate situa-
tion/ fire singeing the eyebroﬁs-—an imminent crisis/
a matter of the utmost urgency
[k 34 7] hus sha yin hud

fiery trees with silver flowers —a display of fireworks

and a sea of lanterns (on a festival night)/ bonfires

s

display or brilliantly lighted garden
LK PEEEY hud zhdng qo i

pull chestnuts out of the fire/ be a cat’s-paws (of -
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sh)

L E 4 3£ ) hud zhén jid shi
genuine goods at a fair price/ through-and-through/
one-hundred-per-cent/ out-and-out/ dyed-in-the-
wool

TB A 8471 hud bu dan xing
misfortunes never come alone (or singly)/ an evil
chance seldom comes alone/ one misfortune rides up-
on another’s back/ it never rains but it pours/ trou-
bles never come singly/ one woe doth tread upon
another’s heels

(HRER] hud gué yang min

bring disaster (or calamity) to the couniry and the

people/ injure (or ruin) the country and bring
calamity (or disaster) to the people/ wreck the coun-
try and ruin the people

(& A K BE) hud da da da

open-minded and magnanimous/ generous

[E 221 iE ] huo ran guan tdng

suddenly see the whole thing in a clear light

L& 2R FFBAY hud ran kai 1ang
suddenly see the light/ suddenly cleared up/ be sud-
denly enlightened
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VLAY i bo zé shi

a hungry person is not choosy about his fcod/ all

food is delicious to the starving/ hunger is the best
sauce/ beggars must (or should) be no choosers/ a
geod appetite is a good sauce/ nothing comes amiss
(or wrong) to a hungry man

EILBEESE]Y i1 chdng 10 10
one’s stomach rumbling with hunger/ rumblings of
an empty stomach

[YLFE3ZiH]Y jThan jido pd
suffer cold and hunger/ live in hunger and cold/ a life
of cold and hunger/ misery of starvation and pover-
ty/ be poverty-stricken

LA A &, B3R B3] iTbo ké shi,shiba zdi lai
don’t let slip an opportunity; it may never come a-
gain/ don’t lose a golden opportunity; it is never
found again/ now or never

D% € EITY |t f&i don da |
the hen has flown away and the eggs in the coop are
broken—all is lost/ come out empty-handed

[ HEE]Yj11ing gdu sul
bits and pieces of things of little value/ in bits and
pieces/ odds and ends/ fragmentary

[MEFE] T mao sudn pi
chicken feathers and garlic skins —trifles/ trivialities

[mﬁ%’ﬁiﬁ] it ming gbu ddo
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(ability to) crow like a cock and snatch like a dog—
small tricks

[\ R T qudn bl jing
even fowls and dogs are not disturbed — excellent
army discipline/ complete peace and quiet/ peace and
tranquility

[ KAEE] jTqudan bu lid
even fowls and dogs are not spared — ruthless mass
slaughter/ not a fowl nor a dog left—of utter (com-
plete or total) extermination

%R A7) )1 quan bl ning
even the fowls and dogs are not left in peace —general
turmoil / greatly upset like a poultry yard visited by a
fox |

[FRAHHE8]) i1 bd xidng néng -

 have always been at variance/ have never been on
good terms/ be always at loggerheads

TR&BFYLY T gu fang ji
store up grain against dearth (or a bad year)/ accu-
mulate grains against famine '

[Bs#E] T hut Xido gu
much reviling and slander wears the bone —i. e. .
when everybody speaks against a person, it makes

him tired of life

[ﬁ?_'jﬂﬁél 160 chéng ji

. L‘-.l_.!-:i.
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fall sick from overwork/ break down from constant

overwork

[IRER AT T nian 18 yue

for months and years

(R % 4] jT shdo chéng dud
from small increments comes abundance/ economy in
trifles ensures abundance/ take care of the pence,
and the pounds will take care of themselves/ many a
little (or pickle) makes a mickle/many drops make a
shower

[FFFAY i1 y0 chén zhdu
enough feathers can sink a boat — tiny things may
gather into a mighty force/ a heavy enough load of
feathers can sink a boat — the awesome power of
sheer numbers

[ E IR ] jT zhong nan fan
old habits are difficult to get rid of/ ingrained habits
cannot be cast off overnight/ bad old practices die
hard ' '

[(BR&ERTYiTzhd 16 con
accumulate little by little {or bit by bit)/ build up bit
by bit/ save every tiny bit/ let small amounts accu-
mulate

K 21377 3 i7 zhud yang ging
eliminate the impure from the pure/ drain away the
mud and bring in fresh water/ drive out evil and ush-
er in good/ cast out the wicked and cherish the virtu-
ous/ eliminate vice and exalt virtue/ remove evil-do-
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ers and promote the pure
IR & ik] ii feng ér shi
try while the point is sharp/ strike the iron while it is
hot
(&6 FY i1 guang pion yu
a fragment of a highly treasured relic
(R HFREY i ke wai
be in great danger/ in imminent peril/ in a precarious
situation/ hang by a hair/ be placed in jeopardy/ be-
tween the beetle and the block/ extremely-hazardous
BRI 4:1%13 i jing shéng ging
the scene brings back memories/ the scene touches a
chord in one’s heart
ABRRL A 22 38, ﬁr“ﬁ)‘kz;ﬁ'] iiyi-qi rén zhi dao,
G zhi gi rén zh' shén
deal with a man as he deals with you/ pay sb back in
his own coin/ do unto them as they do unto us/ give
sb 'a dose of his own medicine/ serve sb -with the
same -'saucéf beat one at his own'.game.’
(/B3] i au o yo
(of writings) difficult to pronounce or comprehend
(2R 2] }i fangbao yo
a..strong. gale and- a torrential. downpour/ wiolent
storms/ tempest/ turbulent
&2 X3 ji gong hao y]

zealous. for the common weal/ zealous for the publtc
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interests/ public-spirited

L2ATH:EFD )i gong jin 11
be anxious to make quick success and instant bene-
fits/ eager for quick success and instant benefit |

(23] ji 160 bdo 16 jido
never burn incense when all is well but clasp
Buddha’s feet when in distress —seek help at the last
moment

(& BEY i lio yxdng tui

. resolutely retire at the height of one’s official career/
make a quick retreat before crisis

[2EBEHEYigi zhi zhui
rouse oneself to catch up

[AmE XY jiraxing hud
requiring lightning action (admitting of no delay)/
extremely pressing/ most urgent/ posthaste

[& 48] i zhdng shéng zhi

- suddenly hit upon a way out of a predicament/ show
resourcefulness in an emergency/ have guick wits in
emergency S '

[&¥ETYi 2wdn zhixia . - .

(of the march of events, etc. ) take a sudden turn and

then devefop rapidly/ go into a precipitous dectine

[Ty ii @ ra chdu

abhor Cor hate) evils or evildoers as if they were
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personal enemies/ hate evil as one does his enemy/
hate evil like an enemy/ have an abhorrence of evil
[ERM2HE]Y i feng zhT jing cdo
the force of the wind tests the strength of the grass —
strength of character is tested in a crisis/ the strong
wind reveals the strength of the grass —in time of
disorder, the loyal and the disloyal are revealed/ ad-
versity is the best testing ground for moral stamina

(B EH MY ji shdu co é

with aching head and knitted brows —abhorrence
(ESFHE)jivaniice
harsh words and stern loocks/ sudden outpourings and
fierce looks
(2B i z0 xian dé
the hasty foot gets there first
[|RF %Y i sTgudng yi
draw on collective wisdomm and absorb all useful
ideas/ pool the wisdom of the masses/ henefit by mu-
tual discussion/ good at listening to all useful opin-
10Nns |
(B 2] i1 ye chéng gl
the finest fragments of fox fur, sewn together, will
makce a robe —many a little makes a mickle/ the bits
of fur from the axillae of many foxes taken together
will make a robe/ many drops of water make an o-

cean
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[CAARe. T At sud bu yo,wl shT ya rén
do not do to others that which you do not wish to be
done to yourself/ don’t do to others what you would
not like others do to you

Lit HEB]ji ri chéng gong
estimate exactly how much time is needed to com-
plete a project/ have the completion of a project well
in sight

GictZit &Y ji vi you xn
be still fresh in one’s memory (or in the memory c;f),r’
be green in sb’s memory/ reﬁain fresh .in-.one’s mgém-
ory (or mind)

(LR MZ 21 )i 16i zhT, z& an zhT
since you have come, take your ease/ since we are
here, we may as well stay and make the best of it

(54 R21 ji wang by jio |
things that are past, it is needless to blame/ fcrgix;e
sb’s past misdeeds/ not censure sb for his past mis-
deeds/ be let off for one’s past misdeeds/ let bygones
be bygones |

(4 ERR]Y | wang kai 15
be a follower of past traditions and a trial blazer for
futiire generations/ carry on past traditions and open
" up a way for those who follow/ carry forward the
(revolutionary) cause and forge ahead into the future

[HFAETYiirénlixid

live under another’s roof/ depend (or rely) on sb for

i
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a living/ depend on another person for support/ live
ondependence of sb/ live under subjugation/ sponge
on {or upon) another

[ZH@E4R]) jid chang bidn fan
homely food/ simple meal/ common occurrence/ all
in the day’ work/ routine

[FZ AT 4451 iio chdu bu ké wai yang
domestic shame should not be made public/ don’t
wash your dirty linen in public/ it is an ill bird that
fouls its own nest

(x5 ARYjion jirén za
wealthy homes and contented people — a district
where there are no poor/ each family is provided for
and every person is well-fed and well-clothed/ all live
in plenty |

[FBAT)ia po rén wang |
with one’s family broken up, some gone away, some
“dead/ with the family broken up and decimated

[ {EGAE] jia to sibi

have nothing but the bare walls in one’s house — be

utterly destitute/ a house empty of all furniture/
(as) poor as a church mouse/ (as) poor as Job

[F %1/ 8%] jio yo ho xido
Everfbody knows about it/ be well known to every
hgusehold/ known to every family/ widely known/
kilown to all/ known by one and :;llf' become a house-

hold word/ every barber knows that |
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{EEBITYiayon yi xing
good words and admirable conducts/ wise words and
exemplary conduct

CIRZ:BF ALY jid gong i sT
use public office for private gain/ seek one’s own
profit in public affairs/ jobbing for selfish ends/ pro-
mote one’s private interests under the guise of serving
the public/ gain private ends in public cause (or by
public money)/ enrich onesell at the public expense/
jobbery

(B8 X jia rén jia yi
p;efended benevolence and righteousness/ pretend to
be the paragon of virtue/ don a pious mask/
hypocrisy/ hypocritically

LHBEYR]D jid lian wa maSi
(of goods) cheap and fine/ low prices and fine quali-
ty/ fine wares at low prices/ a small price for good
article/ a good buy/ filling at the price .

LérfiiEs, ) iia zhi lidn chéng
worth several cities —invaluable/ priceless

[ MA]) jid ging jiu shi
drive a light carriage on a familiar road —do sth one
knows well and can manage with ease/ be able to
handle a job with ease because one has had previous
experience/ do a familiar job with ease/ (be) in

one’s element/ be versed in/ well qualified for a post
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[T AY jia hud ya rén
shift the misfortune onto sb else/ shift the blame on
sh/ lay one’s own fault at sb_else’s door/ put blame
on others/ shift (or bring) evil on another malicious-
ly/ transier the evil to another

(4B R ] jian sudn ke bo
(speak) with biting sarcasm/ bitterly sarcastic/ tart
and mean

[IEAEFNEF] jian bi ging y&
strengthen defence works, evacuate noncombatants,
and hide provisions and livestock/ strengthen the de-
fences and clear the fields/ strengthen the bulwarks

~ and leave no provisions outside

[EAA ] jion bo ke cuT |
be secure against assault/ indestructible/ impreg-
nable .

[E 7R jian chi ba xia
untiring perseverance/ consistent and untiring ef-
forts/ unwearyingly/ unremittingly/ perseveringly/
persistenf | i o

R A% ]Yjian chi ba yo
persist in/ stick to/ perseveringly/ unremitting/ per-
sistent ‘ | '
[EE R jion ding by yi
firm and unshakable/ unswerving/ unflinching/ im-
movable/ steadfast

(EEFHD §i09n g0 bo bl
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firm and indestructible
[EFRF LY jion jia 1T bing
strong armour and -sharp weapons
[EHAK] jian ren bo ba
firm and indomitable/ persistent and dauntless/ stub-
bornly and unyieldingly/ keep (carry or have) a stiff
" upper lip/ bear up '
[ 42 7Y jion ri pan shi
solid as a rock/ {(as) firm as a rbék!i rdck-.{irm}
" steadfast/ monolithic o |
= FEY jidn xin bayT
““Wave ihfinite faith in/ with confidence -
(& g1 RJE ] jian zhen b qo - h
faithful (or loyal) to the bitter end/ remain faithful
Cand un?iélding'}’ stand firm and unyielding
[RE 4] jian kO fén dou | |
brave hard and bitter struggles/ struggié bhard amid
difficulties/ work hard and persevermgiy/ make in-
tense effort/ thrnugh hard struggle/ arduaus strug—
gle/ hard-hitting

DREFAHE] jion ki po sd

o

hard work and plain living/ hard- working and plain-
living

[FBE E4] jian kil zhud jué

extreme hardships and difficulties /extremely hard

and bitter /overcome untold difficulties with surpass-
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ing bravery/ most arduocus :
R @) jion nan jie jis -7
- difficulties and hardships/ hardship and destitution
R 3 #1171 jicn non g zhe |
arduous and tortugus/ difficrilties and setb&cks L
(6 B jian nan xian zi
difficulties and dangers/ difficulties and obstacles
DR IR jian mo gl ji |
shoulder to shoulder and hub to-hiab —crowded wtth
penple and vehieles/ ovérerowded with' people and
traffic 2t
[U=r 8 #] jion shdu zi dao D s
steal what is entrusted to one’s care/ custodian
turned thief/ embezzie/ defalcate '
[¥F3Ha])jion rong bing bao
" all-inclusive/ (of interest) catholic -
[RBe3H% Y jitn shdu bing x0
" incdorporate things of diverse nature/ take in every-
thing/ swallow anything and everything,f. all-embrac-
ing A
CR 05 aE . i3 WM Y jian ting zé ming., pian xih z& an
listen to both sides and you will be enltght&n&d heed

nnly one side and you w1Il be bemghted .
ﬁﬂﬁﬁﬁ] ufm ming & ydo _ v

short (brief or goncise) and to the point/ terse and

-

+
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concise,/ be short and sweet/ put it in a nutshell
[W£i1)r ) jian dud shi gudng
- experienced and knowledgeable/ well-read and wide
experience/ have seen much of the worid ;
LR R EAE] jion fang zhudn dud . |
sail with the wind/ trim one’s (or. the)sail to the |
wind/ see how the wind: blows/ have it both ways/
see how the cat jumps
[ REI%#H]) jion féng chd zhan
~stick in a pin wherever there’s rnnm-—make use of ev-
ery bit of time or space
[RAEF ] jion gudi ba gudi |
become inured to'the unusual (weird, uncanny)/ face

the fearful with no fears .

 LRAHLFGLE] jion §T ér zuo o

act according to clrcumstancesf act as the occasion
serves/ take the cue and act accordingly/ take advan-
tage of an opportunity that comes une’é way/ do as
one sees fit ., )
ERF% 2 jion 11 wong y1

.. forget. all moral principles at t_h.e._a_ight';pf profits/ fory

. .

get principles for the sake of profit/ forget honor at
sight of money/ sell one’s birthright (for a mess of
pottage)/ actuated by mercenary views

(OB jian lie xTn x)
thrill to see one’s favourite sport and itch to have a go
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ERA-REYjian rén jian zhi
different people, different views/ opinions differ/
each according to his lights
(RAFRR, MAFEE] jian sud wei jion ,wén sud wei
Wen |
never seen or heard of before/ unprecedented
EREEAE]Y jian wai zhT zho
from the first small beginnings one can see how
things will develop/ from one small clue one can see
what is coming/ recognize the whole through obser-
vation of the part '
[REARR AL jian wa bu jidn rén
see things but not people/ see only material factors to
the neglect of human ones/ ignore the human factor
and see only the material factor '
[RFBEEYjian yisT gian
change one’s mind the moment one sees something
new/ desire to change one’s work the moment one
sees something different/ always look for a change
when seeing sth better/ he full of fancies/ be incon-
stant or irresolute/ freakish
[RXHEHR]Yjian yi ydng wéi
ready to take up the cudgels for a just cause/ never
hesitate to do what is right/ gallantly rise to the oc-

casion/ moral courage

(AP K] jian ba nd zhang
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with swords drawn and bows bent/ (of armies) all
set for a showdown/ (of situation) becoming danger-
ously explosive/ (of person) ready to jump at each
other’s throat/ be at daggers drawn/ in a blustering
and aggressive manner/ sabre-rattling

CEBEH¥E]) jian wang zh1 14
see visions of things by (or from) experiences

[#F7E3% £ 1 jian zai xian shang
like an arrow on the bowstring — there can be no
turning back/ the arrow is on the bow — poised 1o
strike/ a point of no return

(LA H T Yiiang hé ri xid
the rivers daily decrease their flow —going from bad
to worse/ degenerate day by day/ be on the decline/
gradual declension/ fall away

[T B, 4HERE] jiang shdn yi gdi,bén xing ndn
yi |
it’s easy to change rivers and mountains but hard to
change a person’s nature/ rivers and mountains may
be changed but it is hard to alter a man’s nature/ a
leopard cannot change its spots/ a sow, when
washed, returns to the muck

L% ) jiong xin bd 1du
mend a leaking boat in midstream —teo late

LA EXKE] jiang yang da dao

an infamous robber or pirate/a sea robber/a highway
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robber

CH a5 Y jiang cud jit cuo
leave a mistake uncorrected and make the best of it/
take the wrong and make the best of it/ make the
best of a bad bargain (or of a mistake)/ over shoes
over boots

L¥h#bit ] jiang gong bt guo
make amends for one’s faults by good deeds/ make up
for one’s mistakes with new contributions/ make up
for one’s mistakes by winning merit

D ThEESE] jiang gong sha zui

redeem sins by good deeds/ make amends for one’s

crimes by good deeds/ atone for a crime by meritori-
ous service/ atone for error by meritorious deeds/ ex-
'piate one’s crime by good deeds

DH 81 3 jiang i jio ji
turn sb’s trick against him/ meet another’s scheme
with one’s own/ beat sb at his own game/ counter-
plot

L EKEE] jiang xin jiang vi
halting between doubt and belief — indecision/ half
~ believing , half doubting

DB 5 52]) jiong ya qi zhT, b xian yi zhi
in-order to take, one must first give/ give in order to

take
[RE#E AR Y jiang gé yT qin
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set one’s aimm lower than usual, look for (person,
thing) without insisting on the best/ fall back on sth
inferior to what one originally wanted/ accept a sec-
ond best

{37 1 #3] jioo kdu chéng yu

praise by one and all/ unanimously praise

(33 AEE] jido tou jig ér *
speak in each other’s ears/ whisper to each other/
whisper into each other’s ears/ talk in whisper/ talk
confidentially/ head to head

(B4 %] jido bing bi bai
an army puffed up with pride is bound to lnse/ pride
goes before a fail (destruction)/ pride will have a fall

(55 ®RR]) fioo she yin yi
lordly, luxury-loving. loose-living and idle/ pride,
luxury, profligacy aitd idleness/ wallow in luxury
and dissipation (or pleasure)/ extravagant and dissi-
pated

[5FE®It]) jico shéng guan yang
brought up in easy circumstances by doting parents/
delicate upbringing (or nurture)/ pampered since
childhood/ be spoiled (or pampered)

[ﬁﬁﬁ?]t:) jiio ndo shdng mo
teach a monkey to climb a tree/ gwe boldness to an
evil-doer

[ 1K) jido 16ng dé shul
the flood-dragon gets to water —a hero gets an oppor-
tunity for showing his prowess
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[ :3L 22§ jido t6u lan é
be severely burned in assisting to extinguish a fire —
said of one who has worked under great hardship/ be
bruised and battered/ badly battered/ in a terrible
fix / ui:l:erl:..ilr exhausted from overw-::-rk or anxiety/
(beat the enemy) black and blue

THEERM] jido xing go sheng

gain victory by sheer good luck/ win by a fluke/ win
easy victory through good luck
(%R =H] jido ta san ka
"a wily hare has three burrows —elude discovery, bur-
row oneself in secret hidecuts/ a wily rabbit has sev-
" eral exits to its burrow —a crafty person has more
than one hideout
(&2t jido jin ndo zhi
cudgel one’s brains/ rack one’s brains
(5 R d&4E]) iido réu zd0 zud

alrs and graces/ prunes and prism/. artlfmlal,f' affect-

i

ed/ unnaturally

%2 1E]) jido wang gud zhéng
straighten the-crooked beyond: the’ stralght/ exceed
thei proper limits in righting a wrong/ take excessive
measures/ overshoot one’s (or the) .mark/ overcor-
rect | R

CEp B9 S A5 Y jido ta ligng zhi chuan
straddle two boats —have a foot in either camp/ sit
on the fence/ be a fence-sitter
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LRES AT Y jido ta shi di
have one’s feet planted on solid ground —earnest and
down-to-earth/ stand on solid ground/ de solid
wark/ down-to-earth

[ 3R] jico ko ba dié
invariably pour out endless grievances/ constantly
complain

[i] & X ] jido ki lian tian
incessant grumbling (of one’s hard lot)/ ventilate
one’s endless grievances/ complain to high heaven

LHE S AE K Y jido xué xiGng zhang

-teaching benefits teacher and students ahke;’ to the
benefit of both teachers and students/ hoth teachers
and students make progress by learning from each -
other

[ ¥ E])jig da hudn x¥
everybody is happy/ to the satisfaction of all/ satis-
faction of everybody concerned

[ — %=1 i5 er lidn san

one after another/ in quick succession/ continuously/

repeatedly

L.

[Eﬂﬁﬁﬂﬂ jig zhdng &r |ai

come one after another/ come on uninterruptedly/ ar-
rive su-:;l:éssivéljr/ ém the heels of

UBAETR]) jig gom & qi
raise the standard of revolt/ rise in rebellion/ out-

break of rebellion/ start an uprising
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[T A jié hui wa ji
it’s too late to sigh or regret/ too late for regrets and
lamentations
[ &Y jie 16 zhi shi
{ood handed out in contempt/ a handout
a5 Y jis tan xiang yi
street gossip (or rumour)/ common talk

[HLER]) jie tou xiang wei

street corners and alleys/ streets and lanes/ every-
where in the street

[FAR—F]Yjié ran y1 shén
all alone in the world/ solitary/ lonely

[ BEF] jié jié sheng 1
win many victories in succession/ scoring one victory
after another/ gain victory after'!victofy/ go (or push
forward) from victory to victory

¥ 7+ 4 F] jié wai shang zht

branches springing from the joints—one complication

[
i

arising from another/ cause complications/ one com-
plication leading to another/ create (or inject) side is-
sues/ proliferate issues and problems/ bring up un-
necessary f‘ami{icatiohs | |

[PRER] i€ yTsud shi _ o
economize (or save) on food and clothing/ live fru-
gally

[HBEHFRL e 0 jipin
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wrest (or carry off) from the rich to help the poor/
rob the rich and help the poor

(R EM] jié dang ying sT
form a clique to pursue selfish interests/ set up
cliques for one’s own selfish interests/ form a clique
and scheme for evil purpose/ gang up together/ nar-
row self-seeking clique/ cabal

[ 5 8 %] jie shén zi hao
refuse to be contaminated by evil influence/ [ead an
honest and clean life/ keep oneself clean/ preserve
one’s purity/ mind one’s own business in order to
keep out of trouble

[ZEEAI] jiée do ba xin
stubborn and intractable/ obstinate and unruly

[4t-RaR3a] jié quan fei yao
the tyrant Jie’s cur yapping at the sage-king Yao—ut-
terly unscrupulous in it’s zeal to please .its master/
Jie’s dog barked at Yao—every one acts according to

the nature of the man whom he serves

(iR 3% (&) ji6 bao pin chuan
triumphant news keeps pouring in/ reports of victory
come in quick succession/ reports of new successes
keep pouring in ' |

(R &) e z0 xidn dang
the swift-footed arrive first/the most active will win/
the race is to the swiftest/victory to the swift-footed/
he that runs fastest gets the ring / the early bird
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catches the worm /outstrip everyone else

OEE475) e jin quan i _
strive to the utmost of one’s strength/ to the best of
one’s ability/ do one'’s utmost/ do all one can/ strain
one’s efforts/ strain oneself to the limit/ strain every
nerve/ spare no efforts/ with might and main/ go
(1o) all lengths (or any length)/ tooth and nail/ do
one’s level best/ move heaven and earth/ bring to
bear '

DG FTE] jie ze ér yo
drain the pond to catch all the fish —ruin the source
of supply/ fish out/ kill the goose that lays the gold-
en eggs

[E < ¥ ]1 jié chang ba dudn
take from the long to add to the short/ cut off from
the long to supply the defliciency of the short/ make
up a deficitency by the surplus/ even up scarcity and
superabundance/ draw on the strength of one to off-
set the weakness of the other

[R2XFRR] jié rGn bo téng
poles apart/ completely (vastly or entirely) differ-
ent/ different as black and white

(& 5B Y jie zhi shi ju
cut the toes to fit the shoes

[ B AR ] jie fang sT xidng
emancipate the mind/ emancipate sb ideologically/
free oneself from old ideas

[MER IS MY jie jia guT tion
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take off one’s armour and go home — retire from ser-
vice/ take off one’s armour and return to one’s native
place/ be demobilized

LA R #2djig ling jiting
let him who tied the bell on the tiger take it off —
whoever started the trouble should end it/ the man
who has tied the bell on the tiger’s neck should untie
it /the one who creates the problem should be the one
to solve it/ it is better for the doer to undo what he
has done/ untie the knot oneself tied

[ AHB] jié ndng xiang zhuo
help sh generously with money

- ISR wE R ] gie jido jié zdo

guard against arrogance and impetuosity/ be on
guard against conceit and impetuosity/ guard against
pride and rashness/ avoid conceit and impetuosity

[f& 714 A)jie dao shd rén
murder with a borrowed knife —make use of another.
person to get rid of an adversary/ kill sb by another’s
hands/ do harm to sh through the hands of another

[{E& ¥4 ] jie g féng iin

use ancient things to satirize the present/ use the

B

past to disparage the present

CEIER O] jie hud xian fo |
present Buddha with borrowed flowers — borrow sth
to make a gift of it/ borrow flowers to offer Buddha

—offer sb favours at the expenses of another/ make
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presents provided by sb else

[P R3] jie shi hudn han

(of a dead person’ soul) find reincarnation in
another’s corpse— (of sth evil) revive in a new guise/
be reincarnated in sb else’s body/ use corpses to res-

urrect the evil souls/ resurrect in a new guise

[EEAHE]) jie tifa hut
make use of the subject under discussion to put over
one’s own ideas/ give vent to one’s pent-up feelings
on soine extraneous pretext/ seize on an incident to
exaggerate matters/ seize on some pretext {or
others ) to distort {the features, motives, truth,
ete. )/ play on the theme of

[543 H]Y N 8 x7 by
there is no comparison between the present and the
past — times have changed/ the world today is no
longer what it was before

[5REBEIE]Y jin shi zud &
from what is right today. one sees the blunders made
in the pastfwake up to one’s past folly after realizing
what is right today

LR 38 i jin ji jido
haggle over every ounce/ be calculating and unwilling
to make the smallest sacrifice (espeéially in monetary
matters )/ square accounts in every detail/ think
about personal gains and losses

[£2%2]) jin bihut huang
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(of building, etc.) looking ‘splendid” in green and
gold/ resplendent and magnificent/ magnificent/
splendid

J&WaEs5E) jin chan tud qido
“cicada leaving behind its cast-off part in molting” —a
disappearance act from an entangled situation/ slip
out of a predicament like a cicada sloughing its skin/
escape like a cicada by casting off its skin/ escape un-
noticed/ stratagem for slinking off

[&ikim)Y jin chéng tang chi
metal walls and scalding moat—an impregnable city/
ramparts of metal and a moat of boiling water —im-
pregnable fortress/ a strong, well-guarded city/
strongly fortified city

[£X#5)in gé tisma
shining spears and armoured horses — a symbol of
war in ancient China

(&8 EHR]jin ke yo ID
gotden rule and precious precept/ laws and regula-
tions/ infallible law

[£E0EF]in kdu yd yan
oracular words/ precious words

4B 6] jin bu wi qus

* unimpaired territorial integrity

L&A XFYin shi wéi kai

the utmost sincerity can influence even metal and
stone
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[£FEREF] )N yo liéng yan

a golden saying/ valuable advice

L EHS, BMEHS]Y jin yo Qi wai,bai xa qi zhong
shining on the outside but rotten on the inside/ rub-
bish coated in gold and jade/ being superficially
showy but actually of little value or worthless/ fair

without and foul within/ the apple of Sodom

[£FEFEE)Yjin zi zhdo pai

gold-lettered signboard/ a vainglorious title

URESRET D jIn lé dao
indulge in elaborating on/ take delight in talking
about/ dwell upon sth with great relish

[EREEETR]Y jin jin yOu wei
extremelydinteresting/ with much unction/ with keen
pleasure/ with great interest/ with gusto/ with zest/
with relish

(AR E Y ih hudi t&n bai
openhearted and aboveboard/ unselfish and magnani-
mous/ largeness of mind/ straightforward

[E{EFEE] i ué migl |
wildly beating gongs and drums — intense publicity
campaign in preparation for some ginistrgr undertak-
ing. etc. |

G/ MY iin xido shen wai

meticulous to a fault/ cautious and meticulous/timor-
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ous and punctilious/ timid and overcautious/ prissy/
overcautious
[BE4TY jiin yon shan xing
speak and act cautiously/ be discreet in word and
deed/ mind one’s P’s and Q’s
CEB M) in nGng mido ji
instructions for dealing with an emergency/ wise
counsel/ a secret master plan/ a master stroke/ ace
in the hole/ stratagem up one’s sle&ve} have a card up
one’s sleeve '
(& L#R1EY iin shang tian hud
_add flowers to the brocade — make perfection still
more perfect/ add flowers to embroidery/ win honor
(or successes) one after another in quick succession
L 88 M) jin: xi0 hé shan
a land of charm and beauty/ beautiful landscape (like
brocade)/ beautiful tand
LR iin xi0 giGn chéng
bright prospect/ gloricus future
[RAWETIin 1T ér wéi o
.do one’s best /do everything in one’s power/ try to do
it with utmost effort f ' |
[RA®HYjintén jig zhi |
be known to all/ be widely known/ be common
knowledge/ every barber knows that/ upon the table

(R ARYiinrarén yi
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to one’s heart content
DRER %] |in shan jin méi
perlectly good and perfectly beautiful/ the acme of
perfection/ satisfactory in every way/ perfect
[ AT jin xinjie li
(do sth) with all one’s heart and all one’s might/ ex-
ert one’s heart and strength to the utmost/ put forth
the utmost exertion/ do one’s best according to one’s
lights/ with all mind and energy/ put one’s heart and
soul into
[3~FB R Y i con tui chi
advance an inch and lose a foot — the loss outweighs
the gain/ the game is not worth the candle
GHEPHY jin tui lidng nan
difficult to advance or to retreat —in a dilemma/ nei-
ther able to advance nor retreat/ on the horas of a
dilemma/ in a quandary/ be between two fires
LB 2<18) jin tui shi ju
~ equally difficult to go on or retreat/ be kept in the air
GHB4EA Y jin tui weéi gu
advance and retreat, both difficult—in a dilemma/ up
a gum-tree/ stand at a nonplus/ between the devil
and the deep (or blue) sea/ between Scylla and
Charybdis :
GRAR & 5EB H 1 jin shul 16u tGi xidn dé yue

a waterfront pavilion gets the moonlight first — the

— ] TT——— = —
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advantage of being in a favoured position/ those on
waterfrontare the first to see the rising moon-—enjoy
the benefits of a favourable position

GEERER,EBREE])|jin zhid zb& chi,jIn md zhé hai
he who handles vermilion will be reddened, and he
who touches ink will be blackened —of the influence
of companionship/ he who stays near vermilion gets
stained red, and he who stays near ink gets stained
black — one takes on the colour of one’s company/
moral influence by contact or close association/ touch
pitch, and you will be defiled/ who keeps company
with the wolf, will learn to howl/ he who lies with
dogs will rise with fleas .

[rsE ) jin rud han chan
as silent as a cicada in cold weather —keep quiet out
of fear/ silent as the cicada in winter/ maintain a dis-
creet silence/ (as) mute as a mackerel (a mouse, a
poker,a fish, a statue or a stone)/ keep mum about

[ A4r) jng wei bd @én
can not distinguish between the rivers Jing and Wei—
rmake no such distinction between good and evil Cor
black and white) |

(2841831 jing weéi fén ming
as different as the waters of the Jinghe and the Weihe
—entirely different/ make a clear distinction between

good and evil
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(248 H]1iing nian 18 yue
a long-drawn-out period/ for years/ year in year out

DABER]Ying i zdi td
a path overgrown with brambles —a path beset with
difficulties

[52Z25} jing gbng zhT nido
birds startled by the mere twang of a bow-string/ the
bird that has been injured by the bow/ a bird that
starts at the sight of a bow/ a badly frightened per-
son/ a burned child fears fire/ a scalded cat dreads
cold water

(1218 %1 Y jing huang shT cud
in a state of panic/ be seized (or struck) with (a)
panic/ be thrown into a panic/ be whelmed in aston-
ishment/ be frightened out of one’s wits/ alt in a flus-
ter/ out of countenance/ lose one’s head/ like a dying
duck in thunderstorm

[iE#kE] jing hin wei ding
not yet recovered from a fright/ have hardly recov-

ered from a recent shock/ still badily shaken

[h:& 1R Y jing kdng wan zhuang
be greatly paralyzed with fear/ in a great panic/ con-
vulsed with fear/ extremely panicky/ be struck with
panic/ be thrown into consternation/ in a blue funk/
be scared stiff/ (as) scared as a rabbit/ thunder-
struck

(B R]) ing tdo hai 1cing
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raging (terrifying or tempestuous) waves/ stormy
sea/ fierce (violent or tempestuous) storm/ a situa-
tion or life full of perils

[EX 5] jng tion déng di
shaking heaven and earth/ startle heaven and move
the earth/ it startles the universe/ earthshaking/
worldshaking/ astounding/ tremendous

[1%.0-3h# ) jiIng xn dong pod
profoundly affecting/ struck with fright or horror/
soul-stirring/ breathtaking/ hair-raising

L= MEY jing bing jian zhéng
better troops and simpler administration/ better staff
and simpler administration/ picked troops and simpli-
fied administration/ streamlined administration

[N T4 3] jing da x1 suan
careful calculation and strict budgeting/ careful plan-
ning and detailed calculation/ be very careful in reck-
oning/ count every cent and make every cent count/
pinch pennies

DR 4n®] jing digo xi ke
work at sth with the care and precision of a sculptor/
work at sth with great care/ give sth careful revi-

sion/ meticulous work/ elaborate

(#8038 T ) jing ming giang gan
intelligent (or shrewd) and capable/ skilled and capa-
bie/ able and efficient/ gumptious

(W HZYimg pilijié
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be tired out extremely/ utterly exhausted/ be dead
tired/ be dog-tired/ be over-spent/ be fagged out/
run down/ feel tired out

[ #$188) jing shén ddu séu
full of energy/ full of beans/ in high spirits/ in great
form , '

U a2 ] jIng shén hudn {3
in good (or high) spirits/ brimming with energyv/
vigorous

S BT iing wei tidn hai
the mythical bird jingwei trying to fill up the sea with
pebbles —a symbol of dogged determination/ a mythi-
cal bird which tries to fill up the ocean with twigs and
pebbles

DR ORE Y jTng xTn pao zhi
elaborately cook up/ be carefully dished up

DR RH ) iinp vi qiv jing
constantly improve sth/ keep improving/ always en-
deavoring to do still better/seek for ever greater per-
fection/ perfect one’s skiil constantiy/ ever seeking
refinement in what one does

[8idRk 4z ) jing jing ye veé
be cautious and attentive (or conscientious)/ be con-
scientious and earnest/ be conscientious and do one’s
best (or very best)/ be studious of (one’s business)/

with assiduity
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[HiEziE]) jing di 2hi wd
a frog living at the bottom of a well —a person with a
very limited outloock/a man of very limited experi-
ence/ a person of narrow view/ one ignorant of the
world

[HHEHEX]ing jing ydu tido
be arranged in good (regular or perfect) order/ in an
orderly manner/ in apple-pie order/ well-regulated/
well-arranged/ orderly/ shipshape/ methodically/
systematic

[HKFIBFMK]Y jing shui bu fan hé shui
well water does not intrude into river water — Il
mind my own business, you mind yours/ the well
water does nat interfere with the river water - each
minds his own business/ none may encroach upon the
precincts of another

{1t F#%]) jing qing zhi sui
as smoothly as one would wish/ as direct and smooth
as one would wish

[T E 2 ) jing ér yudn zhi
respect but do not be too familiar with/ stay at a re-

spectful distance from sb/ keep one at a distance/

keep sh at arm’s length/ give a wide berth to
(WA LR ] jing jit bo chi chi fa jid

refuse a toast only to drink a forfeit —submit to sb’s

pressure after first turning down his request/ be con-

strained to do what one at first declined
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[ 157K A1 jing hud shui yue
flowers tn 2 mirror and the moon in water —an illu-
sion/ beautiful but evanescent dreams/ insubstantial
LEZAFFE ] jidng réan bl téng
definitely (widely of utterly) different/ utterly un-
like/ not in the least alike/ as different as chalk from

cheese

U ] jiong jidng ydu shén
bright piercing eyes

EA4@® 2 711 jit nid ér ha zhi li ‘
the strength of nine bulls and two tigers — tremen-
dous effort/ a tremendous amount cnfl.labourf her-
oulean efforts

[Ad—FE) it nid yi mao
a single hair out of nine ox hides —a drop in the buck-
et (or ocean)/ one hair from nine oxen—the slightest
particle/ a very small minority

EAFE—4] jit si yT shéeng
extremely hazardous —only one chance of life in ten/
a narrow escape from death/ a near thing to death/ a
near go/ ninety per cent dead/ only the barest chance
of living/ escape with bare life/ a hair-breadth es-
cape/ a tight squeak/ be (or have) a close shave/ im-
minent danger

A% = #P) jio xido yan wai
beyond the highest heavens/ (flung to) the four

winds/ {cast to) the winds
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(A SERE]Y iU bie chéng féng
meet again after a long separation
[ 2R E] jid bing chéng yi
chronic disease makes a doctor of a patient/ pro-
longed illness makes the patient a good doctor
IATIA Z Y jit ér jit zhT
in the course of time/ as time passes
{2 B HF]jid han féng gan yo
have a welcome rain after a long drought —have a
long-felt need satisfied/ genial shower after a long
drought
L4 A1) jiv jia bo gui
put off indefinitely returning sth one has borrowed/
appropriate sth borrowed for one’s own use -
[5 iR L2 ] jiu nang fan doi
wine sack and rice bag —a term of abuse for a glut-
tonous man who is also useless and ignorant/ wine
skin and rice bag—a good-for-nothing person
[ &) jid rou péng ydu
wine-and-meat friends/ fair-weather friends
['IE‘ﬁLﬁﬁ]'jiL‘j chéu su yudn
old grudge (or feuds) inveterate hatred

[IE#EH]Y jio di chong you

revisit a once familiar place

[IEAER] jic dido chéng tan

harp on one (or the same) string/ harp (repeat or
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sing) the same old tunes
ORR B jic han xn chdu
new hatred piled on old
[IE R3S 1] jiv ping zhuang xn jid
new wine in old bottles
[ Y jia yéu zi qu
have only oneself to blame/ the fault lies with one-
self/ one brings the trouble on oneself
[HHER/]i0 ydu ying dé
one deserves blame/ serve one right/ open to censure
[ &R :15]) jio st fu shing
heal the wounded and rescue the dying
[ T-EHHF)Yjio wang ta cun
save the nation from subjugation and ensure its sur-
vival/ save one’s country from great danger
CeihEL#f] jiu di QU chi
obtain raw imaterials locally/ draw on local re-
sources/ use local materials
[ 33, ] jio shi lon shi
consider sth as it stands/ judge the case as it stands
[E&EE R0 an sTwai
think of danger in time of peace/ mindful of possible
danger in time of peace/ think of possible war in
peace/ be prepared for danger in time of peace/ main-

tain vigilance in peace time/ be vigilant in peace time
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[EREIET)j0 gao lin xid
occupy a commanding position (or height)/ hold a
vantage ground (or vantage point}/ (dash against the
enemy ) from the vantage ground/ look down from a
height/ overlook from a vantage point

[EEhH#3 i0 gdng zi o
claim credit for oneself and become arrogant/ pride
oneself on one’s merits/ style oneself hero

[ECEM]Y 0 xn pd ce
cherish (or have) evil (or dark) designs/ harbour (or
have ) evil intentions/ with concealed intentions/
with ulterior motive/ false-hearted/ evil-minded/ in-
sidious

(B9 R8,FEMF S0 gdng jin cui,sT ér hou yi
bend one’s back to the task until one’s dying day/
give one’s all till one’s heart stops beating/ give one-
self entirely to the public service

[R{EF%E]Y 0 cu bu an
il at ease/ feel constraint/ be (or feel) abashed/ like
a cat on hot bricks/ uneasy/ perturbed

(3¢ FHE:34] ju ba sheng ja
too numerous to mention/ provide countless in-
stances

[3E4% 5 24 Y jo cud shi dang
make (or take) false moves/ make an ill-advised
move

[dE £ T )it gud shang xid



E- 2 211

people all over the country/ the whole nation/
throughout the nation

EFEEHXLHE] i ma wo gin
not a relative or a friend to be seen—sheer stranger in
a place/ far away from one’s kin/ find on kin to turn
to/ have no one to turn to (for help)/ be a stranger
in a strange land

C38R2 ) j qF bU ding |
hesitate in making a move at chess/ hesitate about
(or over) what move to make/ be unable to make up

one’s mind/ shilly-shally/ vacillate

(R ET Y j0 shi wén ming

of world renown/ be known to all the world/ world-
famous

[46 it 58] jo shi wa di
be matchable to none/ without an equal in the world/
with (or find) no match in the world/ matchless in
the world

[t XY ju shi wa shuang
unparalleled anywhere in the world/ unmatched in
the world/ second to none/ matchless/ unrivalled/
peerless

(2K E ] j0 shi zhit mo

attract worldwide attention/ become the focus of
world attention/ world spotlight
[#—F =)0 yT fan san

raise one corner of a-subject and expect the pupil to
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infer the other three/ from a part one may divine the
whole/ draw inferences about other cases from one
instance/ infer other things from one fact

[ REHE]I |0 24 ging zhong
hold the balance/ prove decisive/ play a decisive role/
count for much/ carry a big weight in/ tip (or turn)
the beam .

[IEPEMGEE] ju jidn shi fai
the rejection of criticisms and the whitewashing of
one’s mistakes/ refuse representations and gloss over
one’s mistakes (or errors)

LCEATTFHZAYjurén yo qian T zhT wai
keep a good distance from/ have no leeway to consult
with

[E{EMm%Y joti ér wai
have all the things available but in small proportions/
have everything in miniature/ small but complete/

miniature

(IR AHEY 01T zhéng
try to convince one’s opponeat with an argument/ ar-
gue strongly on just grounds

(EHCHT 0 wei T ydu
take forcible possession of/ appropriate to oneself
(what rightfully belengs to another)/ make sth one’s
own/ appropriate

(W& ) ju jing hui shén

concentrate one’s attention and energy/ rivet one’s
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attentton on (or upon)/ be all attention/ focus one’s
attention on/ be absorbed in/ with rapt attention
[P LIS jo sha cheng ta
many gratns of sand piled up will make a pagoda —
many a little makes a mickle
(Xi2414%] i0 song fén yan
argue back and forth and cannot agree/ opinions are
widely divided/ be at variance with each other
CiR# 4 3 juan dT gui gong
turn in every cent of public money
[ 1 B3k judn td chong 14
make a strong effort to recover lost ground after a de-
feat/ renew an effort after failure/ stage a comeback
Coe—BEHEY jue yTCf xiéng
fight to see who is the stronger/ fight it out
[ 4bi% £ ) jué cha féng shéng
be unexpectedly rescued from a desperate circum-
stance (or situation)/ escape by the skin of one’s
teeth
(45 0 Fi5]) jué kdu ba dao
refuse to say anything about/ never say a single word
about/ be absolutely silent about/ avoid all mention
of '
[RFNAE] jué wi jin ydu
one and the only one/ the only one of its kind/ on ex-

" tremely rare occasions/ unigue
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[H % 2 ) kai chéng bu gong
open one’s heart to sb/ speak frankly and sincerely/
come out into the open/ straight from the shoulder/
wear {(or pin) one’s heart on one’s sleeve/ unbosom
(oneself)

RIS K] kG hud jié gud
blossom and bear fruit—yield positive results

[FEH &I KA judn you yi
reading enriches the mind/ reading is always prof-
itable |

[T R T kai mén jian shan
“let the door open on a vif.-w of mountajns” — (of
speech, conversation) come straight to the point/ de-
clare one’s intention immediately/ put it bluntly/
without beating about the bush

14821 kai mén y1 dao
open the door for the robbers — let in disaster by
inviting evildoers/ put the cat near the goldfish bowl/ -
ask for trouble

L7 15486 Y ki shdn zh shi

the founder of a religious sect or a school of thought/
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a founder/ an originator

[H&¥ T ] kai tai lud gi
a flourish of gongs and drums introducing a theatrical

performance

[FXEEHY kai tian pidi
since the separation of heaven and earth — since the
beginning of history/ from the creation of the uni-

verse/ epochmaking

[FF I3 WY kai yuan jié lid
open up the source and regulate the flow/ earn more
income and cut down expenses/ tap new sgurces of
revenue and economize on expenditures/ find new
sources of income while cutting down expenses
[3F5%80 X ¥ ki zdng ming yi
make clear thé purpose (or the main theme) in the
opening chapter or sentences/ make clear the purpose
and main theme from the very beginning

[ R 3kY kai xuon guT G
return in triumph/ return with ﬂyiﬁg colours/ return
with drums beating and banners flying

CRAA T # Y kan kan ér tan
talk with ease and fluency/ speak calmly and confi-
dently/ speak with fervour and assurance

& sz i, MR AT kon cai chT fan fiang ti cai yT

fit the appetite to the dishes and the dress to the fig-
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ure —adapt oneself to circumstances

[ 8 B ] kang zhuang da ddao

broad road/ main road

[ 5 1 kang kai jT Gng
(express sth) with deep feelings and enthusiasm/ in
lofty and energetic spirits/ in a moving, vehement
and excited tone/ be righteously indignant (at some
action or over some cause)

[i% % ] ] k3ng k&i jid nang
genercus tn loosening the (or one’s) purse-strings/
help sb generously with money/ give alms liberally/
munificent

CRBEEE 3 ] kang kai jid yi
go to one’s death like a hero/ die a martyr’s death

ER Lzl 7Kz 7K ] kao shan chi shan ,kao shui chi
shul |
those living on the mountain live off (or get their liv-
ing from) the mountain, those living near the water
live off (or get their living from) the water-make use
of local resources

[T Ze#]) ko juan za shui

exorbitant taxes and miscellaneous levies

(a7 3% 2 #1) k& chéng zhi T

an opportunity that can be exploited to sb’s advan-

tage
[Pz ) ke g8 k& qi

r
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move one to songs and tears/ touching and deserving
a song/ heroic and moving

[R[ET A AT ] ké wang ér ba ké ji
within sight but beyond reach/ unattainable/ inacces-
sible

[Ar R R AT 5RY k& yo &r bu ké qid
may come by (sth) with luck, but not by searching
for it/ sth unique which may come by chance but not
by diligent search

[ &%) ke di zhi sheng
conquer the enemy/ gain mastery over the enemy/
gain thave, obtain or win) a victory over the enemy

[REFEL Y ke T féng gong '
wholehearted devotion to public duty/ work selflessly
for the common good

[mEEfE] ke qin ke jian
practise diligence and economy/ industridus and fru-
gal/ diligent and economical
[ R ZFE] ké bu réng hudn

: must not lose a minute/ not a moment to be lost/ be
all the more urgent/ be of great urgency/ brook (or
admit of ) no delay/ caltl for imminent attention

(217 8501 ke gli ming xin
be imprinted on one’s bones and in one’s mind — bear:
in mind forever/ remember with gratitude to the end

T

of one’s life/ engraved on the heart
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(R ERI Y ke yiqia gdng
try to do one’s very best to achieve perfection/ sedu-
lously strive for perfection

244 R 41 ) ke-zhdu qid jitn
try to find the sword by carving a mark on the gun-
wale of one’s moving boat where one’s sword has
dropped into the river — ridiculous stupidity/ take
measures without regard to changes in circumstances

[ <F R ¥r] ke shdu bu ya
strictly abide by (or stick to)/ submissively obey

(=i XY kdng dong wi wi
utter lack of content/ devoid of content

[Z22 2204, ) kdng kdng rd yé

-absolutely empty/ all empty

(2 0iE B iE) kong kdu shud bdi hud

* make empty promises/ pay lip service

[ER4 5 kdng qian jué hou
without both precedent and following up/ unprece-
dented and unrepeatable/ unique -

[ZRiFRF I kong qgidtn weéi ydu

it has never been known before/ without parallel/

K-\.

unprecedented
{33k FEY kdng t6u zhl pico
a dud (or rubber) cheque/ a false (or bad) cheque/

empty promise/ lip service
. [Z5¢3kA,] kang xud iGi féng
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an empty bole invites the wind — weakness lends
wings to rumours ‘

(&5 1 kong zhong 16u gé |
castles in the air (or in Spain)/ a groundless plan/ a
vain hope/ daydream

[0 EMERED kdu hui ér shibu zhi
make a promise but not keep it/ empty promise with-
out substance/ pay lip service

(OO BA ) kdu kdu shdng shéng
say again and again/ keep on saying

[0 KT kdu mi fa jian
honey in mouth, dagger in heart (or honey on one’s
lips and murder in one’ heart) —treachery lying un-
derneath a mask of {riendship/ a mouth that praises
and a hand that kills/ velvet paws hide sharp claws /
an iron hand in a velvet glove/ hypocritical and ma-
lignant

(O E B Y kdu rud xudn hé
fet loose a torrent of eloquence/ have a glib tongue/
talk glibly/ be nimble of speech/ glib talker

[0 2403EY kdu shi xTn f&i
the mouth is right but the heart is false/ say yes and
mean no/ say one thing and mean another/ CI:jF with
one eye and laugh with the other/ hypocrisy/ double-
faced

[0 % %] kdu shud wa ping
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oral expressions cannot be taken as evidence/ verbal
statements are no guarantee
[0 3kE4%) kou zha bi fa
dencunce by spoken word and writing/ condemn both
in speech and in writing |
[30 A03% ¥ kou rén xTn xian
tug at (pull at or play upon) one’s heartstrings/
touch one’s feelings/ touch sb to the heart/ moving/
exciting ’
[ AE R ] kU ma féng chin
spring comes to the withered tree —get a new lease of

life/ a withered tree comes to life again

(2] ki dd chou shén

suffer bitterly and nurse deep hatred
(¥ i, 5k M Y ki hai wa bian,hui téu shi an
(Buddhism) boundless is the sea of bitterness, yet a
man who will repent can reach the shore nearhy —es-
cape from the human world of woes and find salva-
tion
[ RH%) ki jin gon 16i

after the bitter comes the sweet/ after suffering

+

comes happiness/ luck turns after hardship/ sweet
are the fruits of labour/ from foul to fair
[EOZE0Y KD kdu pd xTn

advice sb time and again in earnest words and with
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good intention/ be faithful and kind in remonstrance
[FOMiEI KO xTn g0 yi
drive oneself mercilessly to artain one’s goal/ make
notable achievement after extraordinarily persistent
and painstaking efforts
[FHCZEY KD xn jing ving
contrive painstakingly/ work out with unsparing ef-
forts/ elaboration
(3 X HA Y kud do qgi ci
make an overstatement/ exaggerate
[Z5Hik]) kua kud gi tan
indt{lge in verbiage (or exaggeration)/ talk big (or
tall)/ bombastic twaddle/ bragging/ boastfulness
(iR 718 ELBR ] kudi dao zhdn luan mé
cut a tangled skein of jute with a sharp knife —make a
lightning decision/ cut the Gordian knot/ take a bold
and decisive step
RS Hn ) kudi ma jid bidn
whip the galloping horse on — work at top speed/
spur the flying horse to full speed/ with whip and
spur/ posthaste
(i & A 0 ) kudi zhi rén kdu
(of good food) popular and much relished; pleasant
to eat/ (of a piece of good writing) win universal
praise; enjoy great popularity/ (of literary works) be
often and widely quoted; please all tastes
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[ +T 7 H ) kudon da zhdi yong
budget liberally and spend sparingly

[ & K4F] kuan da weéi hudi
be magnanimous or lenient (with an offender)/
broad-minded/ {iberal-minded/ clemency

{ & Z &) kudn héng da liang
broad-minded and generous/ large-minded/ magnani-
mous

[ AR T Y kuang féng bao yu
a nasty (violent, fierce or furicus) storm/ a windy
downpour/ the fury of the elements/ tempest

{1F3 5 X kudng wang zi da

arrogant and conceited

[p-B#HFAYkudang ri chi jid
jast for a long time/ long-drawn-out/ protracted/
prolonged/ be time-consuming

2R sh ] kul ran bu dong
steadfastly stand one’s ground/ remain as firm as a
rock/ lofty and unshakable

LR 7715, AR — 2] kuT ce fang xidng, yT qia yT
chéng .
spy out the land in order to accomplish one’
schemes/ see how the wind blows in order to achieve
one’s evil ends

(MR E] kui bu chéng jan

{of an army) be utterly routed/ be completely de-
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feated/ be put to rout

(AR AM] kan hud bu jié
feel puzzled/ get into knots

[ 83K 4 kan shaw ydu ddu
even a trapped beast struggles — one fights to the
death in desperation/ cornered beasts will still fight/
beasts at bay will put up a desperate fight/ the

crushed worm will turn

L

[ IER Y 14 da gi zud ha pi

use the great banner as a tiger-skin (to cover oneself
and intimidate other people)/ drape oneself in the
flag to impress people

R A EIEILBY 1ai ér bi wang f8i 17 y&
it 1s impolite not to give after receiving (or not to pay
a return call on sb)/ it is impolite not to reciprocate/
one should return as good as one receives

O3 32 £ K] tai tong qu mai
sequence of events (actions)/ origin and develop-
ment/ cause and effect/ the ins and outs {(of a
matter)/ context

[k H A Y140 ri fang chang

there are many days yet to provide for (or think
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about )/ there will be ample time

e AR1E]) 1Gi zhé ba ju
all comers are welcome/ refuse ncbody (or nobody’s

reqitest or offer)/ keep door open

[(CEEFE,£E R3] 14 zhad bi shan.shan zhe bu 1&i

those who have come are not friendly, those who are
friendly have not come/ he who has come is surely

strong or he'd never have come along

[GeEgE XY 1ai z0ng Qi jT
traces of sth/ traces of sb’s whereabouts

[Wir& Bz XA Y 14 had ma xidng chi tign & rou
a toad lusting after a swan’s flesh —aspiring after sth

one is not worthy of

[ 2% 7 $) 1oan ya chdng shi
pass oneseif off as one of the players in an ensemble
— be there just to make up the number (used of in-
competent people or inferior goods)/ just to fitl up a
vacancy/ hold a post without qualification/ act as a
StOp-gap ‘

DB Y 16ng béi bo kan
in an extremely awkward posttion/ in an embarrass-
ing situation/ in sore straits/ be in a sorry (pitiable
or wretched) plight/ like a drowned rat/ totally heip-

less/ utterly disconcerted

DR DUYEF) 1ang béi wéi jitn
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act in collusion with each other/ be banded together
in collusion/ collude in doing evil/ join in a conspira-
cy Cor villainy)/ be part'ners in crime/ work hand in
glove with--

[R#F X 3] 16ng bén shi th
run like wolves and rush like boars — (of bandits) in-
fest and harass about

[REEB]Y 6ng tOn hit yan
eat like a wolf or a tiger/ wolf down/ devour
ravenously/ eat voraciously/ gobble up/ make a pig
of oneself/ gorge/ gormandize

DB ¥ Y 16ng xTn gbu f&i
rapacioﬁs as a wolf and savage as a cur/ completely
without conscience/ cruel and unscrupulous/ brutal
and coldblooded/ of cruel and fierce disposition/
wickhearted/ ungrateful

DRFE.C)lIOng zT yé xTn
designs of (the) wolves and wolfish nature — (of a
person) greedy. cruel and full of wild ambitions

EEART#E] 6o bo k& po

indestructible/ unbreakable/ impregnable

L2 5 eh) 1Go ér wa gong

work hard but to no avail/ work fruitlessly/ toil with
no gain/ lost labour (or labour lost)

[3FEhE]) 6o ki gbng gdo

have worked hard and performed a valuable service/
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- with toilsome labour and distinctive merits
[ R{5E) lao min shang cbi
tire the people and drain the treasury/ waste of man-

power and public funds

[HRGHE) G0 yi jié he
strike a proper balance between work and leisure/ al-
ternate work with rest and recreation/ proper ar-

rangement of work and rest
# B % E) 130 chéng chi zhong

(of a person) well-experienced and prudent/ capable
and reliable

#4354 ) 160 dang yi zhuang

old but vigorous/ more vigorous with age/ enjoy a

green old age/ there’s many a good tune played on an
old fiddle

LER{NY . RETFHEYIG0 ji f01i,zhi zai gian IT
a veteran thoroughbred tied to its stable still dreams
of the wilds —a man of action, temporarily lying low,
has yvet ambitions unfulfilled/ an old steed in the sta-
ble still aspires to gallop a thousand /i —old people
may still cherish high aspirations

[EIFER] 100 jian j¢ hué
an old hand at trickery and deception/ an old, crafty
person/ a past master of machination and manoceu-
vre/ an old fox/ a sly old fish

[ 5iH3% ] 1ao md shito

the old horse knows the way — (of experienced
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pecple)know the ropes/ an old hand is a good guide/

the devil knows many things because he is old
{EHEN]Y 90 mdu shEn sudn

make every move only after mature deliberation/ cir-

cumnspect and farseeing/ experienced and astute
LS FY 190 qi héng gid

showing self-importance of the aged/ arrogant on ac-

count of one’s seniority/ lacking in vouthful vigour
{4 % ik]) 160 shéng chang tan

the platitudes of an old scholar/ Sunday school

truth/ a platitude/ an old story/ ordinary or usual
(B8, AAMITY 1890 shil gud jid.rén rén han da

when & rat runs ascross the street, everybody cries,

“Kill it1” (said of a person or thing hated by every-

one)

58] 1do tai 16ng zhong

old men’s manners or appearance/ senility/ senile/
doddering

{£25]) 160 xio chéng ni
fljr into a rage out of shame/ be shamed into anger/
turn angry from embarrassment/ angry at one’s hu-
miliation

LRATI T 12 bu k& zhT

overwhelmed with joy/ extremely happy/ averjoyed

[SEAEEYIe bo si shi
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indulge in pleasure and forget home and duty/ so
happy as to be unwilling to return home

[SRiEEEYie ji shang bai
extreme joy begets sorrow {(or gives rise to sadness)/
drunken days have all their tomorrows

[R#FHED 1 shan hao shT
be prodigal of benefactions

LEIFATTY 16 i féng xing
(in carrying out policies, etc. ) with thunder-like vio-
lence and wind-like swiftness/ resolute enforcement
(of orders, laws, etc. ) in a sweeping manner/ vigor-
ously and effectively

[EE X, AN 16 shéng da,yl didn xido
loud thunder but small raindrops/ much said but lit-
tle done/ much (or great) cry and little wool/ great
boast. small roast/ the mountain has brought forth a
mouse

[EZTH] 6 ting wan jon
as powerful as a thunderbolt/ with the force of a
thunderbolt

[7% 0] 1Eng chto re féng
freezing irony and burning (or scorching) satire/ rant
and rave/ give sb a dig/ sarcasm

[ E0KB ] leng rud bing shulng

as cold as ice/ frosty in manner/ be made of ice
[ 5 %) 18ng yan 18ng yi
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mocking words/ sarcastic comments/ ironical re-
marks/ cold words |
(4 EB 3L Y 18ng yan pang guan
stand aloof and look on with cold indifference/ look
at coldly from the side-lines/ look on as a disinterest-
ed bystander/ take a cool look at/ look on with a crit-
ical eye
(RLIKE] 1 jing pan dao
depart from the classics and rebel against orthodoxy/
be heretical and deviate from the true teachings/ be
guilty of heterodoxy/ wayward and rebellious
[EBEREY I qun sud jo
Yive alone, cut off from society/ live the life of a
recluse/ live out of the world/ live in solitude/ live

within oneself/ keep ocneself to oneself/ plough a

lonely furrow

[REEFEYti wan ¥

too far afield/ go wide of the mark/ far from the
mark/ be all abroad

[(BL¥®HT i xiang béi jing |
leave one’s native place (against one’s will }/ leave
one’s native district

[ CEBY ixiniidé
dissension and discord/ disunity

CLs &3 )Y 1T shang wang 16i
courtesy demands reciprocation/ etiquette requires
_reciprocity/ deal with a man as he deals with you/pay

O s e ———— - — .o |
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a man back in his own coin

3L k] 17 dai tao jiang
palm off a substituze for the real thing/ substitute
one thing for another/ change this for that/ sacrifice
oneself for another person

[ELRN A& 117 ying wei hé
attack the enemy from within in coordination with
operations from without/ c¢ollaborate {from within
with forces from without/ work in collusion, one
from without and the other from within

[EERiFE3T Y qo ci qiong
shut up when defeated in argument/ have. nothing
more to say on finding oneself devoid of all argu-
ment/ fall silent when having nothing left to justify
oneself/ be condemned out of one’s own showing

[ 22 28 Y 1§ sud dang ran
it’s only right and proper/ it goes without saying/ as
it ought to be/ in accordance with what is right/ both

natural and right/ as a matter of course
[HEBHSHY1T zhi qi zhuang
be self-confident on the strength of one’s righteous-
ness/ with justice on one’s side, one is bold and as-
sured/ be in the right and self-confident
[HFRR Y DG cdbng xTn
the ability falling short of one’s wishes/ the strength
not equal to the will {or ambitions)/ be unable to do
‘as well as- one would wish to do/ the spirit is willing,
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but the flesh is weak
[/ 4E) i bo shang rén
without the required ability to undertake a given
~ task/ be unequal to one’s task/ beyond cne’s capacity
AW i psi zhong i
prevail over all dissenting views/ stand (or hold)
' @ng"ﬁs ground/ strongly dissent
[5‘33?2*&] 1T sud bu ji
aﬁoﬁre {beyond or out of) one’s reach/ not within
_ one’s power/ beyond one’s tether
[HBEFEERT 1T sud néng ji
within one’s power/ do everything in one’s power/ to
the full extent of one’s capabilities/ to the best of
one’s ability (or power)/ within one’s reach
[HigEMI 1T wan kudng 1on
meke vigorous efforts to turn the tide/ strive to re-
trieve a critical situation/ save a dangerous situation
with one’s utmost efforts
[%$ E#]) i zhéng shang you
~ endeavor to gain the upper Ihand-f advance by vigor-
ous effort/ aim high
(HEATT zai mu
clearly reappear before one’s eyes/ leap up vividly be-
fore the eyes/ come clearly into view/ (of past memo-

ries) clearly recalled to one’s mind
[FEHEIYIIibing mo ma
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sharpen the weapons and feed the horses —get ready
for battle
ELFE RV gon jion ying
set up a pole and see its shadow —get instant results/
a shadow is cast as soon as a pole is raised —produce
an immediate effect
[rchESEY i gong sha zud
perform meritorious services to atone for one’s crimes
{7 S 4b 13 11 shén chi shi
how to get along with people/ ways of conducting
oneself in society o
[EFARB M) 1 va ba bai zhi di
establish oneself in an unassailable position/ make
one’s position impregnable/ rémain invincible (or un-
conguerable)

KréE 2 ) il zhut zht di

“the place to stick an awl”—a tiny bit of land

[r R2Z Y10 z¢ zhi di
a standing (place)/ standing-room/ a foothold

LG EEY 1 jing t0 zhi
strength-en the spirit (or brace oneself up) and run
one’s country well/ rouse oneself for vigorous efforts
to make the country strong and prnsperﬁug

CRIFAx T 11 hai ydu gutn

have a stake in {(sth)/ closely bound up with

‘  [#ESEHEY 1 1Ing zhi ban
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be bitaded by the lust {or gain/ be purblind owing to
one’s inordinate ambition/ be mesmerized by money
LFige | -3 10 ya xin xn
be blinded by greed/ be lured by the desire of profits/
be overcome by covetousness/ be possessed with Car
by) a lust for gain
(BT £ ) lian pian ér zhi
arrive in close succession
ER B EE]Y lion pian 18 da
reiterate again and again/ one arcicle after another/
pages and pages/ lengthy and tedious/ ac great
length/ floods of ink/ long-winded
[ fas) Iian_'liﬁn. o she
reluctant to part with/ unable to part from/ unwilt-
ing Lo give up
[& % 2]liong chen méi jing
beautiful scene on a bright day
[RUFZAZYliang shT yi ybu
good teachers and helpful (or worthy) [riends
[RZ5¥ 0])Ylidng yao ki kdu | |
good medicine tastes bitter/ bitter pills may have
wholesome elfects/ good advice. like medicine. is
hard to take '
[8H4F0HFH . LS HEHHFITYHang vao ki Kou |
yd bing,zhdng yan ni ér ti ya xing :
just as bitter medicine cures sickness. so unpalatable
advice benefits conduct
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[B3EARFYliang ydu bl qi

the good and the bad are intermingled
[ EEF])liang shang jan zT

“gentleman on the beam”—burglar/ thief
AR {57 lidng bdi ji shang

both sides suffer (or lose)/ neither side gains/ in-

ternecine
[ E = 73] liang midn san ddo

double-faced tactics/ play a double game/ play dou-

ble/ double-dealing
[ @i 5F]) liang midn tdo h&o

try to keep the favour of both sides in a dispute/ run

with the hare and hunt with the hounds °
C[FE2EF)1Vang quan qf méi
satisfy both parties/ satisfy rival claims/ keep the
- good points of both/ serve a twolold purpose

{Fi 1% € ) liang xidng qing yudn

bath parties are willing/ both parties agree of free

will/ mutual consent -
[ /M) ang xido wa oai |

(of a boy and a girl) be innocent playmﬁte;s
[P ¥ %X ] liang xi0 qing féng

{of an official) have clean hands/ remain uncorrupted

[& 43 H) liang cai 10 yong
.give one employment commensurate with his abili-
" ties/give sb work suited to his abilities /assign jobs to
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people according to their talents
[EAfifr) liong 11 ér xing
do what one is capable of / do what one’s strength al-
lows/ act according to one’s ability
(&> AHE])liang ri wéi chi
keep expenditures within the limit of income/ base
one’s expenditure upon one’s income/ live within
one’s means/ cut one’s coat according to one’s cloth/
make both ends meet
[WREF 3 Hido sheng yd wo
a little is betrter than none/ it’s better than nothing/
half a loaf is better than no bread
(IRl &) lido yi zi wei
just to console oneself/ comfort onesel with thought
(L% ) liGo yT 2G sui
just to tide over the year
[EZE X)L} lido liGo wa jT
only a few/ very few
(3228 ) liGo rud chén xing
as spérse as the morning stars/ few and far between
[ B R kY liGo yuan lig hud
a (blazing) prairie fire
[T a4 %] lido rd zhT zhdng
as plain as pointing to the palm of the hand/know sth
like the palm of one’s hand/have sth at one’s finger

tips (or finger-ends) /read (or know) like a book
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D4 B ] tiae shira shén
predict like a praphet/ foretell things with miracu-
lous accuracy

[%BEE3] lie {1 zhdo zhu
one’s bad behavior (or reputation?} is well known/
NOLOTIoUS

[Z0 -k WE 4 Y)ie hud jian zhén jin
pure gold proves its worth in a blazing fire — people of
worth show their mettle during trials and tribula-

ttons/ genuine gold fears no fire/ true blue will never

stain
L5 ¥ S ) in bié zéng van

words of advice at parting/ parting advice
DiEHLE A 1in jT ying bian

adapt to (changing) circumstances/ cope with any

contingency/ decide as situation demands
UiRiSHEH] in k& jué jing

not dig a well until one is thirsty —not make timely

preparations/ begin to dig a well when thirsty — lack

of forethought/ do a thing at the llth hour
(WG] in shén I{ bb

“as if on the brink of the abyss, as if treading on thin

ice” —cautious '
[iRE A3 1 In wat bo jo

face danger fearlessly/ temain calm in the face of a

crisis/ be undaunted in the face of perils/ betrayv no
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fear in an hour of danger

DG 3% . AU W45 @Y i yuan xian yo.bu ra guid
ar jig wang
it’s better 10 go back and make a net than 1o stand by
the pond and long for fish—one should take practical
steps to achieve one’ aims

[EFEEEEHE ] | in zhén Mo giang
sharpen one’s spear oniy before going into baule
start to prepare only at rhe last moment/ rub one's
gun when battle begins — hasuly make preparations
when the matter is at hand

LEEEEIR #E] | in zhén tud tdo
flee (or run away) on the eve of a batiie/ sneak awav
at a critical juncture/ hightail it off a1 che first con-
tact with the enemy

LB RE Y in i jin zhi
most incisivety and vividly/ thoroughly

[HMFEE Y in loang mdan mu

{a multitude of beautiful things) dazzle the eve/ a su-

perb collection of beautiful things/ a feast for the
eyes

CE A H Y in ci zhi D
in orderly rows. like scales an a fizh or the reeth of a
comb/ row upon row of .

[RF%25)ting dan shéng yao

miraculous cure/ panacea/ heal-all/ carholicon
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(& F iP5 ling ya |1 chi
have the gift of the gab/ have a glib tongue/ fluent of
speech/ sharp-tongued

[T RE+TY ling gido sui da
do sth bit by bit, oftf and on/ adopt a piecemeal ap-
proach

[REFPHEY ) ing qT 10 za0
“set up a separate kitchen” — make a fresh start/
start all over again

[HEB+HE]Y ling van xiang kan
regard Cor look up to) sb with special respect/ pay
special regard to/ see sb in a new light

[4 A &3] ting rén fa zhi
one so angry that “make one’s hair stands on end”/
get one’s hair up/ make one’s blood boil

[4 AME]Y ing rén shén wang
cause sb to have a strong desire for/ cause one to
crave for

(& AFEME] ling rén zud Su
make one sick/ nauseating/ revolung/ disgusting/
mawkish

[£f5&1-]) IIng xing jin zhi
every order is executed without fail/ strict enforce-
ment of orders and prohibitions

(2 kE ) o zhi da i

make oneself scarce/sneak away/slink off {(or away)/
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show one’s heels/ show a clean pair of heels/ take to
one’s heels/ seek safety in flight

[BEBFILE. AR ELELE] 0 dé ging shan zdi. bd
chou méi chdi shao
as long as the green mountains are there one need not
worry about firewood — while there is life there is
hope/ as long as green hills remain there’ll never be a
shortage of firewoond

[E A &L 10 yOu yo di
leave some ground/ leave some leeway/ allow for un-
foreseen circumstances

[HFHBE 1Y o fang bai shi
hand down a good reputation to a hundred future
generations/ leave a good name to posterity/ have a
niche in the temple of fame/ be immortalized

[ B &Y Lia |1 shi sud
become destitute’ and homeless/ be forced to leave
one’s home and wander about/ displaced

[FHEEBED a1t zbudn xT
migratory life of a refugee/ vagrant (life)

L iE SR ) lio lian wang fan
enjoy oneself so much as to forget to go home/ in-
dulge in pleasures and forget to go back home/ linger
on, forgetting to return

[RAKTE, PR 2] 1ia shui ba fi,ha shd ba du

running water is never stale and a door-hinge never




240 AN A

. gets worm-eaten/ practice keeps one fit/ the used key
is always bright

{5 FIBY G yan 180 yu
rumours and slanders/ rumours and gossip/ lies and
slanders/ derogatory remarks

LAY 0 gin bu rén
turn one’s back on one’s own flesh and blood/ refuse
to have anything to do with all one’s relatives

[7<# T o shén wi zhi
“all six vital r;:rgans failing to function” —in a state of
utter stupefaction

[J KRLSE]) i6ng f8i féeng wi
like dvagons flying and phoenixes dancing —lively and
vigorous flourishes in calligraphy

e EER] 10ng pan ha ju
like a coiling dregon and crouching tiger —a forbid-
ding strategic point |

[UiE i 7v ) long tan ha xué
dragon’s pond and tiger’s cave—dangerous places

[ 1% P BR ] 16ng téng hit yus
dragons rising and tigers leaping —a scene of bustling
activity/ do sth with vigour enthusiasm

4% -] 16ng zh&ng hd dou
fierce struggle between two evenly-matched oppo-

nents/ a near match/ a close game

% # B ) 1du dong bai chd



BB IR0 8 RE SRk RS 241

full of locpholes

(38 ] 10u chi ma jido
the horse’s hoof shows -- the plot is out/ show che
colven hoof (or foot)/ let the cat out of the bag/ give
the game away

A LWFE @Y 10 shan zhén mian
“what Lushan Mountain really locks like”-—-1be truth
about a person or matter/ one’s true colours

L[4 ksl 34 hus chun qing
the pure blue {lame - bigh degree of one’s 1echnicat
proficiency and perfection of one’s tearning

[ &35 K 3] 0 mang mie lie
rash and careless/ go it blind/ ride blind

LRESE #7710 s1bu z& vin
a stricken deer has no itime to select its retreat - a
man hard pressed cannot be particular about whom o
follow

LRESEHE-FY 10 sT shui shdu
“at whose hand will the deer die” —-who will win .the
prize/ who will gain supremacy

[4F B e T ta Lin hdo han
heroes of greenwood (ol Robin Hood t}rple forest

outlaws/ a band of bandits entrentched in a mountain
stronghold/ gentleman of the pad

[Fag AEY 10 0 wi néng
deveoid of ability/ incompertent

[§5:2mEh. w0 ALY yao zhi ma Li.shi jid




242 B RE

fHan rén xin
as a long road tests a horse’s strength, so a long rask
proves a person’s heart
EEAECYI0006ng xin
pull together and work hard as a team/ make concert-
- ed efforts/ unite in a concerted effort
(3B A ZW§Y 16 chan bo dui ma zuT
“a donkey’s lips do not match a horse’s jaws."—incan-
gruous/ irrelevant
[P FER ] 1G ming gou féi
“like asses braying and dogs barking” —poor style of
writing
EiEEREiR Y 10 jin (G tui
always follow the steps of others, forward or back-
ward —have no definite views of one’s own
[IEF =)0 ct san fan
again and again/ time and again/ over and over a-
gain/ many times/ repeatedly
[ RAE] 10 jion bo xian
encountered with many times/ it is often seen/ noth-
ing new/ common occurrence
EEEE A} 10 jido bu gai
refuse (or fail) to mend one’s ways after repeated
warnings (or admonition)/ refuse to correct one’s er-

rors despite repeated education

[ A3 ] 10 shi bo shuding
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stand (bear or pass) repeated tests/ time-tested
DEEENE]Y IO xian rd yi
cross a dangerous pass as easily as walking on level
ground-handle a crisis without difficulty
[EL-L /A ludn gT ba zdo |
at stxes and sevens/ in a mess (or litter}/ in a mud-
dle/ in confusion/ in great disorder/ a pretty (or
nice) kettle of fish/ topsy-turvy/ rough-and-tumble/
pell-mell / higgledy-piggledy
[0 M—PL) lie jian yT ban
see a sample of (sth)/ catch a glimpse of/ get
rough idea of .
(% RE—%% ] lie sheng yT chéu
a notch (or ecut) above/ slightly better/ just a little
better/ one too many (or too much)} for sb/ be one-
up on (sh)/ preferable
[2Thi7 %) lun gdng xing shang
dispense rewards (or honours) accordiﬁg to one’s
merit/ award people according to their contributions
[FE#HEH]Iu6 que jue shi
“net birds and dig out rats” — contrive ways and
means to live when in straits
LB 5 4] 1ud yi b jué
coming and going in an endless stream/ form a con-

tinuous stream/ unending

[ 1w K )Y lwd hud 1id shuT
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like the fallen flowers carried away by flowing water
— utterly routed/ be shattered to pieces/ bear (or
knock) sh to fits/ beat sb hollow (all hullow or all to
pleces)

[EHE . HiKTHEY Iud hud you yi.lid shui wa ging
shedding petals, the waterside floweér pines for love.,
while the heartless brook babbles on — unrequited
love

L5 E Y Jud hudng ér zéu
take to the wilds — be defeated and flee the bartle-
field / take to flight

(73 T ¢33 o jing xia shi
drop stones on a man who has fallen inte a well —
take a mean advantage/ throw rocks in after sb has
fallen into a well (or trap) —strike {or hit) a person
when he is down |

[3%&7E <) uo o da fang
natural and graceful/ carry oneself gracefully

[(FEEESY Iud lud gud he
standoffish/ unsociable/ aloof

(£ A8 Y 1ud fud bu ji

unconventional and uninhibhited
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M

[IHFEEAXFEImabidayi

lower one’s guard and become careless/ lack of vigi-
lance/ slacken in vigilance/ drop one’s guard/ be off

one’s guard

[BE A S {3 ma ma bt rén

indifferent and apathetic/ lacking feeling or sensitivi-
ty/ dead (or lost} to all feeling/ insensitive/ be-
numbed

(B4 8/ .AFEA LY MG que suf xido,gan dan i
quén
the sparrow may be small but it has all the vital or-
gans —small but complete

[SFREREImME bating ti

hurried journey without stop/ without a stop/ hon-
stop
[ 23 fzh] ma dao chéng gbng
win a success immediately upon arrival/ be accony
plished instantly/ gain an immediate victory
[ZEEFIma gé gud shi
be wrapped in a horse’s hide after death —die on the
battle field
[Z 4 F k] md mad hd b

in a slap-dash manner/ sloppily/ carelessly/ perfunc.

tory/ not so bad/ just passable/ so-so
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(45 & & 3L ma yT ké&n ga tou
“ants gnawing at a bone” —a concentration of small
machines on a big job/ plot away at a big job bit by
bit

[HE LA 1 mai tou ki gan
immerse oneself quietly in hard work/ engage oneself
in unostentatious hard work/ quietly put one’s shoul-
der to the wheel/ hammer (at)

[EEZ2 £ 28] méi kong mai kdng
speculate (-tion) on the rise and fall of prices (or in
stocks)

L)L 4 mai jion mai nio
selling one’s swords to purchase oxen for farming —
reformation of brigands/ " beat swords into
ploughshares

[ 58] mdai shén téu kao
barter away one’s honour for sh’s patronage/ basely

* offer to serve the enemy

[ TE Y man héng wa 1T
impervious to reason/ rtude and unreasonable/
peremptory and untenable

L6 X ¥]) man tian gud hai
cross the sea under camouflage (or by a trick) —prac- _
tise decepticn +

[#¥ A7 P 1 man ba zai ha

not care in the least/ not worry at all/ give (or take)
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no heed
%38 %, % ] man chéng feéng yi
(news) spread all over the city/ (news) raise a colos-
sal uproar like a storm over the whole city/ become
the talk of the town
[R5 AN 240 ) man f0 jTng lan
profoundly learned and talented
[# R 5% ] man fit 1&o sdo
full .of grievances/ full of resentment/ be querulous .
[# 28 50 ) man go man kéng
in large numbers/ in great abundance/ in plenty
[ @ AF R ] man midn chin féng
a face shining with pleasure/ beaming with satsfac-
tion/ radiant with happiness
[ 2 #4t ) man gidng ré chéan
filled with ardour and sincerity/ in the fullness of

-one’s heart/ in all earnestness/ with zeal/ with

warmth and enthusiasm

[#E & &) man.yuan chiin sé
the whole garden is filled with the beauties of spring
—a picture of prosperity/ a garden full of the beaury
of spring/ the beauties of spring please the eye every-

" where .

[ 5] man zdi ér gui

return fully loaded/ come back with fruitful results/

return from a rewarding journey



248 ' PR LBl (=1

[i# 316 . 7 2 ) mdan zhdo sin . qidn shou yi
one loses by pride and gains by modesty/ pride leads
to loss (or downfall) while modesty brings benefit
{8 F&.0) man bua jing Xin
totally unconcerned (or inattentive)/ with ndiffer-
ence/ wanting in care/ careless/ unmindful/ casual/
negligent/ nonchalant/ inattentively
[ 1185 Y man shon bidn yé
all over the mountains and plains/ up the hills and
down the fields/ over hill and dale
[ig %MWY man tiGo sTiT
at a slack pace/ at a snail’s gallop (or pace)/ very
slowly/ an easy manner/ leisurely/ unhurriedly
[ZH7EFI mang ci zdi bei '
having prickles on the back—df a man who sits stiffly
and ill ar ease/ feel prickles down on ene’s back —feel
nervous and uneasy .
[ICE &G A]Y mang H tdu xidn-
snatch a little teisure from a busy life
[B AE2Y mMm6ng rén md xidng
the blind men feel about the elephant and each of
them holds his own opinion —one-sided view/ like the
blind men trying to size up the elephant—take a part
for the whole

[H ABKEE]Y mang rén xid ma

a blind person riding a blind horse —rushing headlong
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to an immediate danger

[#EFE L 853 mang wi tou X0
(of a thing) be confused like a tangle of flax/ (of a
person) not know where to begin

[ 598 & B ] médo ko o shii
the cat weeping over the dead mouse --shed crocodile
tears

{E£BHEMRYmdao glt sdng ran
with one’s hair standing on end/ with everv hair
erect/ make one’s flesh creep/ make one’s blood run
cold/ freeze sb’s blood/ have goose {lesh/ horror-
stricken

[E£-F E£MY mGo shdu mao jiGo
careless Gin handling things)/ clumsy-handed/ im-
prudent |

[E£:% B 1) mao sui zi jian. |
offer one’s services as Mao Sui {of the Wﬂrrmg States
Period ) did — volunteer one’s ﬂ&rﬂceqz’ self recom—'
mendation for a post or task __

[5 2R mdo ming ding ti :
take another’s place by assuming his name

[8 KX TFT2Z2RAEY oo tian xid zhi dd b waéi
defy world opinion/ risk (disregard or face) universal
condemnation/ {ly in the face of the wilf of the peo-

1 “ple/ be against the world

[ 45 #E ] mao hé shén i
(of two persons or parties) seemingly in harmony
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but actually at variance/ one in appearance but each
going his own way/ apparently of one accord but di-
vided in heart/ apparently acquiescing while con-
trary-mminded/ friends in name or appearance only

(B XKEEImeé & se wi

with dancing eyebrows and a radiant face — enrap-
tured/ look of exultation/ exultantly

(B FFRE %Y méi kai yan xido R {

beaming with joy/ be all smiles -

[E =] méi l1Gi yan gb

- make eyes it each other/ flirt with each other

UEEHTF —4EMI méi mao hd zi yT ba zhud

try to grasp the eyebrows and the beard all at once—

try to attend to big and small matters all at once
[E % B %1 méi qing mi xi
have delicate features/ beautiful/ handsome
U8 3 —4% 3 L0 méi tou yiT zhdu,ji'shang xin )G
knit the brows and a é;li'atﬁgem :.:ome’s rtﬁ mind
[SiEHH BRI me feng jia iebeisiqin
on festive. occasions more than ever we think.n{ our
dear ones far away
[ﬁrﬁi:&t?l mé&i kut:ng v Xid)
get worse every time/ go from bad to worse;’ steadily
. deteriorate/ be on the downgrade/ go down the

drain/ from smoke into smother -
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[E A Hk]) méi bo sheng shou
too beautiful to be absorbed all at once/ so many

beautiful things that one simply can’t take them alf in

[P R2] meéi zhdng b zG _
some slight imperfection (or regret}/ a blemish in an
otherwise perfect thing/ a fly in the ointment/ crum-

pled rose-leaf/ cloud on one’s happiness

[{72% P %) mén dang hit dui
be well-matched in social and economic status (for
marriage )/ well-matched —of a matrimonial alliance*
[ 2 RYmén ha zhT jian
sectarian views {(or bias)/ parochial {or pa'rty) preju-

dice/ sectarianism

(75 F &1 mén ks lud que
you can catch sparrows on the doorstep —where visi-
tors are few and far between/ birds may be snared at

the door —of a deserted house i
L1 gEE ) mén ting rud shi
the courtyard is as crowded as a marletplace — a
“much visited house
L3708 I mén xin 21 wen
examine one’s own conscienc_e gnd _aélc oneself/ search
one’s heart/ introspect | | h |
[ :3L# 1 mang téu zhudn xidng
‘Yose one’s bearings/. be utterly confused
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[ %R 1 52) méng hun gud guan |
gloss over one’s faults/ sneak away in the confusion/
get by under false pretences/ steal away/ slip by {(or
through)
(¥ 0% 5 ) méng mei wa zhi
be wrapped in the night of ignorance (or barbarism)}/
childish ignorance/ anenlightened/ illiterate
[3 7E¥ B ) méng zai gu i
be kept inside & drum —be kept in the dark
[ 4B ) meng huan pao ying
like a dream and a bubble’s shadow/ a sheer illusion/
utterly visionary/ pipedream
(2 % LR Y meng mei yT gl
crave sth so that one even dreams about it/ try to
- find even in sleep/ long (or yearn) for sth dav and
night/ dream of/ long cherished
33X KHEY mi tign da huding T j
a monstrous (thundering or outrageous) tie
[FEFRKXFEY mi tion do zui
a crime that fills the universe/ crimes that make
stones cry out/ monstrous (deadly, tuwe:rmg‘ hDI’I’I-
ble, heinous or vucmuq) cnmes
[k ASEEH] mirén yan mi
fool people/ throw dust in sb’s .eyes
ki 5 3 mi 1 zh fan

become aware of one’s errors and return from one’
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wrong path/ realize one’s errors and mend one’s
ways/ recover one’s bearings and return to the fold/
return to the correct path

AEFHEHImMI z2hi xin gui
rice is as precious as pearls and firewood as costly as
cassia —exorbitantly high cost of living

{EEREZZ I mTmi zh! yin
decadent music

(R AEImi ér bl xudn
keep sth secret/ not let anyone into secret/ keep a
matter dark

CESREImMI yun bu y
dense clouds but no rain—a trouble is brewing

(45 B # ] mian 1T cang zhén
a needie hidden in silk floss—a ruthless character be-

hind a gentle appearance/ a needle in wool —a soft

appearance but dangerous heart/ an iron hand in a

L)

velvet glove
[ EHEI midn wéi gi nan
manage to do a difficult job beyond one’s reach/ un-
dertake to do a difficult job as best one can |
L A3 mian bu gai sé |
" not change colour/ remain calm/ without turning a
hair/ without batting an eyelid

[ 5 7 ) mian hong ér chi

emotionally excited .face reddens to the sars/be red in
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. the face/ blush up to the ears/ suffused with blush-
es/ be flushed
[ 2 WL Y mian hudng T shou

sallow and emaciated/ lean and haggard

L 4R 3 Y mian mian j0 dao
attend to each and every aspect of a matter/ be in ev-

ery way very attentive/ have every detail thought of
[ mEAHBE Y midn mian xidng qu
look at each other at a loss about what to do/ lock at
each other in astonishment (or blank dismay)/ gaze
at each other in speechless despair
Ll B 7T . 3F S R mian ma k& zéng, yl yan wo wei
repulsive in appearance and flavourless in expression
[ B 23E) mion ma quan f&i
be changed or distorted beyond recognition/ all looks
WIOong br differently
(i H—FHImidn ma yixin
put a new face on/ take on an entirely new look/ pre-
sent a completely new appearance/ assume (wear,

put on or take on) a new aspect

[E i3 &) mian ro ta sé

lock ashen/ look pale/ a ghastly livid countenance

[E#BEHEY midan shou jTyl

personally instruct sb on the line of action to pursue/
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give confidential briefing
[T AB]) mion wi rén sé
look ghastly pale
(WA E =) mido ba ké yan
too wonderful for words/ most intriguing
L 2 1 miao qu héng shéng
full of wit and humour/ very witty
I¥F ) FY mido shdu hui chian
(of a doctor) effect a miraculous cure and bring the
dving back to life/ a skilled man brings back the
spring — (of a doctor) bring life back to a patient
KB & Y mie ¢T zhdo shi
will not have breakfast until the enemy is wiped out
—be anxious to finish off the enemy immediately
[KTRZK]Imie ding zhT zdi
be. buried beneath the waves/ be swamped/ be
drowned

X4 A #E) mie jué rén xing

inhuman/ cannibalistic/ barbarous/ savage

- IRAB4E]Y min ba liGgo shéng

the people have no means of livelihood/ the people
are utterly destitute/ the masses live in dire poverty/
make life impossible for the pecople/ live on the edge
of starvation |
[RABI.ZHMMLFEEZT min bu wéil sT.ndi hé yT s§
jo zhT : -
the people fear no death, why threaten them with it?

———— T E—————— e
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(R AEY min giong cdi jin
the people suffer privation and the country has de-
pleted its resources/ a complete bankrupecy

[E 4 #H#E ] min shéng dido bi
the people live in destitution/ a mass impoverishment

[RLLEHRImin yishi wéi tign
the masses regard sufficient food as their heaven/
food is the first necessity

[ B9 Y min yudn féi téng
the people are boiling with resentment/ seething pop-
ular discontent (resentment)

[RIEREImIn zhimin gao
flesh and blood of the people/ the fat of the people/
the people’s life-blood

12 ALY ming bu fu shi
the reality does not correspond to its name/ the repu-
tation falls short of the reality/ the title and the reali-
ty do not tally/ be sth more in name than in reality/
be unworthy of the name or title

[&F ) ming bu %0 chudn

" have a well-deserved reputation/ . deserve the reputa-
tion one e-njaoys/ live up to one’s reputation/ true to
the fame

{&E¥H =] ming chui qing shi

go down in history/ be crowned with eternal glory

[EFFEL T Yming can shi wang
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cease to exist except in name/ exist in name only/
non-existent except in name

(BRI EEIming fd qishi
the name matches the reality/ be sth in reality as well
as in name/ be worthy of the name/ one’s reputation

is justified/ true to one’s name

[EEHE] ming jiong i sud

the bondage of reputation and wealth
[&F k] ming 11 shuang shou

win fame and fortune/ gain both reputation and
wealth

[ 23 &%) ming lié gian mao

be among the best of the candidates/ come out in.

front/ come out (at the) top/ come to the fore

{&#% LI ming lud sin shan
fall behind Sun Shan (Who was last on the list of
successful candidates ) —fail in a civil examination
[Z¥—1Y ming zao yT shi '

gain considerable fame among one’s contemporaries
[&1E )] ining zhéng yan shon

be perfectly justifiable/ come within one’s jurisdie-

tion/ things called by their right names
[ER#E-RdE] ming bian shi fai

make a clear distinction between right and wrong
[BHEEE 15 ) ming cha an fang

observe publicly and investigate privately/ investi-

gate openly and secretly
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Lad2E# %Y ming cha gid hao
have eyes sharp enough to perceive an animal’s au-
tumn hair —be perceptive of the minutest detail / able
to see the fine down of birds in autumn/ capable of
discovering the minutest detail in everything/ be able

to penetrate deeply into all things/ see through a
brick wall

(HEKEZ R, MARLHEF] ming cha gid hao zht
md,&r bl fidn yd xin
be sharp-sighted enough to perceive the tip of an
animal’s autumn hair but unable to see a cartiocad of
firewood — see the minute details but miss the major
issue o |

(88 & #. £ ) ming hud zhi zhang

 carry torches and weapons in a robbery —conduct evil
activities openly/ operate in broad daylight

[EA K84 ) ming 14 an wang
have overt and covert contacts with sb

[ & #5 ) ming moéu hao chi

bright eyes and white teeth

[ HiEY ming mb zhang dan
in a bare-faced (or flagrant) way/ before one’s very
‘eyes/ openly and brazealy/ flagrantly

[ER {2 E 7] ming qidng an jian
attack by overt and covert means/ both open and
covert attacks

[54: B 8% , iE#ER ] ming gidng yi dud,an jion
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nan fang
it is easy to dodge a spear in the open. but hard to
guard against an arrow shot from hiding

(AR k) ming rud gudn hud
as clear as looking at a fire/ as clear as day

(84 H {71 ming ri huang hud
overblown blossoms — things that are stale and no
longer of interest

[eA%E X5 ] ming xido da yan
clinching proof of the effectiveness/ outstanding el-
fect

CeAEE4EE , R EBE £ 1 ming xid zhan ddo,an du chén
chng
pretend to prepare to advance along one path while
secretly going along another/ do one thing under cov-
er of another

[T HFF]) ming zné bdo shen
be worldly wise and play safe/ wise for personal sur-
vival _

[RH 0% 3- Y ming zh&ng an dou
both open strife and veiled struggle/ fight with both
open and secret means/ overt and covert struggle

[ER %301 ming zh7 go fan
commit (a crime or an offence) wilfully/ violate (the
law or regulations) knowingly/ deliberately break (a
rule, etc.)/ with open eyes (or with one’s eyes
open)/ a wilful offence/ do sth one knows is wrong
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(e &1d (511 ming zhT gu wen
one asks, but already knows/ ask while knowing the
answer/ feign ignorance and ask questions
[EH R iR I ming zhd an tou
cast pearls before swine—a talented man finds his a-
bility unrecognized/ a bright pearl thrown into dark-
ness — a valuable thing gained by a person who
doesn’t know it at all/ a good man fallen among bad
company
[ B4 I ming zhd tdn que
shoot birds with pearls—the loss ocutweighs the gain
[ ¥ 2 Y ming gt ér gdng zhT
sound the call for attack
(A48 F7-# 1 ming lub kai dao
sound the gongs to clear the way (for officials in feu-
dal times)/ pave (clear or smooth) the ﬁrajr for/ pre-
pare the public for a coming event
[ 2R Y ming yuan jido qa
complain and call for redress/ make bitter com-
plaints/ voice grievances |
[EEHEE] ming st ki xiding
think long and hard/ cudgel (or rack) c’mé’s brains
XM A RIming wan bu 1ing
impenetrably thickheaded/ dull/ stupid
&5 22 B Y ming g&n zhdng shén

remain deeply grateful for the rest of one’s life
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[t5iC2 A% ] ming ji bu wang
bear in mind/ be inscribed on one's memorv/ be
branded in one’s memory/ be imprinted ( or
engraved) on one’s mind/ be graven on one’s heart
[E4E] KBt ) ming ding da zui
be dead drunk/ as drunk as a lord
{7 B % ming zdi dan xi
be on the verge of death/ be dyving
[t E Y ming zhtng zha ding
decreed by fate/ predestined
0% Fhii 1€ ) mia zhdng lio chuan
the dissemination of error/ a school aof bastard
thoughts
[ PR ) mo 1éng liang ké
ready to accept either course/ in an equivocal way/
cut both ways/ shift and hedge/ betwixt and bhe.

tween/ fence-sitting/ {just) on the line/ ambiguous
L2 8 308 ] mo jian ji& zhdng

shoulder to shoulder and closely upon heels/ jostle

each other in a crowd/ be jam-packed- with people
[EFUAImMO 1T yi xO o

grind weapons sharp .i“ preparation
[FE %8 %] mo quén ca zhong |

rub one’s fists and wipe one’s palms —be eager for a

fight/ rub hands. clench fists in preparation f{or fight
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(or hard work)}/ roll (or turn) up one’s sleeves for
action/ be spoiling for a fight/ itch to have a go
[ 5 7t €11 mé cha chéng zhén
an iron pestle can be ground down to a needle — per-
severance will prevail/ little strokes fell great oaks
[ #5FR53 mo chi b)) wang
will never forget till all one’s teeth are lost —remem-
ber it throughout one’s whole life/ will never forget
to the end of one’s days/ remember for the rest of
one’s life
[ M5 %] mo ceé gao shén
. unfathomable/ enigmatic
{BHHBE]Y M e wéi shen
nothing or nobody is capable of exceeding this/ one
can expect nothing beyond this
[EEZHMImo ming gi mido
- ditficult to guess what it is all about/ ignorant of the
heart of the matter/ unable to make head or tail of/
‘without rhyme (or rime) or reason/ be all abroad/
incomprehensible/ inexplicable/ baffling
(355 22 ¥ md ni zhT jitio
friends with complete mutual understanding/ one’s
intimate friend/ bosom (close or sworn) friends
(2% —R1mo zhdng yi shi "

unable to agree or decide which is right
[ R3] md b guan xin
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indifferent and apathetic/ totally unconcerned/ show
no concern/ give short shrift/ nonchalant
(AR E I md ran zhi zhi
remain indifferent towards sth/ lock on with uncon-
cern/ show (or express) no concern for/ hold loase
[E=r i 38]Y moé shdu chéng guT
stick fo established practice/ stick to conventions
(accustomed rules )/ stick in the mud/ follow the
stereotype or old) routine/ get into a groove/ move
(or run) in a groove (or rut)/ stay in a rut/ go round
like a horse in a mill/ methodism
[ R-TFImd zhi wéi gan
before the ink is dry/ when the ink is scarcely dry/
the ink was hardly dry before

[RELHEI mo md wi wén

be buried in oblivion/ unknown to the public/ be 3

completely unknown or unrecognized/ without at- I

- tracting public attention/ in the shade
[AZEKFE] mi bén shui yudn.
the root of wood and the source of water —the foun-
dation or cause of things
[k B 433 ma yT chéng zhou
the wood is already made into a boat — too late to
change/ what’s done 1s done/ what is'dm}e cannot be

undone/ the die is cast

18R RBE]Yma bu jion jié
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the eye cannot see its lashes —lack of self-knowledge

[EAAEE]Y ma bl jito jié
not sleep a wink

[BZRRT Imu bo shi ding
not know one’s ABC/ be completely ignorant or illit-
erate/ uncultured/ unread

[HRBRA] me bu xia i |
the eye cannot take it all in/ too many things for the
eye to see (or to take in)

[H A&} mu ba zhudn jing
look with fixed eyes/ watch with the utmost concen-
tration/ focus one’s eyes on/ not to rake {(or tear
one’s eyes off / a fixed gaze

{H R O%]1 mi deng kdu dai
be stunned speechless/ stare at in mute amazement/
“bestruck dumb/ stand aghast at/ gapmg;’ stupefied/
" dumbfounded

[EYtinE 1 mu gulng ru dou

one’s circle of vision is as large as a bean—very limit-
ed outloock/ myopic view of things/ not see beyond
one’s nose/ of narrow vision/ shortsighted
[BY:w4EY ma guéng ro ju |
eyes blazmg like* torches — blazing with anger/ Inok-
ing ahead with wisdom/ farsighted
[E % —41Ymi kdng yT qié

consider the whole world is too mean for one’s notice
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— expression of pride and haughtiness/ be on (get
on, mount or ride) the high horse/ with one’s nose in
the air/ full of conceit/ supercilious/ insolent

[H4x A)Y mu zhdng wi rén
consider everyone beneath one’s notice/ get C(or
grow ) too big for one’s boots/ be overweening/ de-

spising others/ far gone in pride/ supercilious

(3 & BarT mo gl chén zhdng

evening drum and morning bell in a monastery —

timely exhortations to virtue and purity

[X&4 M1 mu Qi chén chén

lethargic/ apathetic/ lifeless

N

[&F4F 28] na shdu hdo xi
a game or trick one is good at/ what one most excels
in/ one’s speciality/ one’s forte/ masterpiece

[ A 5] ndi rén xan wei
afford (much) food for thought/ stand careful pon-
dering on {or over)/ thought-provoking |

[ B iE) nan dao nll chang
behave like thieves and whores/ be out-and-out

scoundrels
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[R5 #7— 3] nan k& y1 meng
Nanke dream (from the story of a man whe dreamed
that he became governor of Nanke in the Kingdom of
Ants)—illusory joy/ empty happiness/ fond dream

[F #16I8]) nan gidng bei dido
speak with a mixed accent

(83 82103 naGn yudan béi zhe
try to go south by driving the chariot north—act in a
way that defeats one’s purpose/ head for the wrong
direction/ .:]i.*:in:_us’!trir:af:ll},r opposite,/ (as.) wide as the
poles apart

[8E 7E L& ] ndn zhéng béi zhan
fighting south and north on many {ronts

DXEF R4k nGn hG wéi ji
difficult to follow up/ hard to keep up

R ndn jié nan fén
‘be inextricably involved (in a despute)/ be locked to-
gether (in a struggle)/ be sentimentally attached to
each other

[XEBE T # X ndn néng ké gui
difficult of attainment, hence worthy of esteem/ de-
serving much praise for one’s excellent performance
or Behavicﬁur/ exceptionably commendable (or es-
timable)’ | |

D38 2343 ] nén shé nén fén

loath to part from each other
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(3 73 % ) nan xidng nan di
two of a kind/ fellow sufferers

(S ZBaY nan yan zhi yin
sth which it would be awkward to disclose/ sth em-
barrassing to mention/ sth difficult to voice out/ sth
which ails one in the mind and hard to state/ a secret
which could not be told/ a painful topic

[l B i) nan nan zi ya

mutter to oneself

(] 2= k) nang kong ra xT
with empty pockets/ penniless/ broke

L 3% 3 B Y ndo man chang féi
heavy-jowled and potbellied — the idle rich/ with a
fair round belly and a swelled head

(A sh2cE ] nei wai jigo kan _
beset with difficulties both at home and abroad/ be
plagued by troubles internally and externally/ on the
horns of a dilemma in internal and external affairs/
be in dire straits at home and abroad

[Ptk #h ) nei you wai huan

domestic trouble and foreign invasion -
{B: A BE i ] néng qi néng shan |
able to stoop or stand erect/ adaptable to circum-
stances
LRE L BE T 1 néng shang néng xid
be ready to work both at the top or at the grass roots /
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be ready to accept a higher or a lower post

{6E1% £38 Y néng shub hui ddao
have the gift of the gab/ have a glib tongue/ be a
smart (or good) talker

[aE ¥ gER ] neéng weén néng wi
capable of handling both military and civilian affairs/
be versed-in both polite letters and martial arts/ be
able to wield both the pen and the gun

[RE#E £35Y néng zhé dud 1o
able people should do more work

[8E# S50 ) néng 2h& wéi shT
let those who know teach

[ HEE A, 8 SHRI ni pd sa gud hé,zi shén nan
bdo
like a clay idol fording a river — hardly ablte to save
oneself (let alone anyone else)/ can’t save oneself
any more than a clay idol can save itself while cross-
ing a river/ an idol of clay which can hardly survive
when crossing a river

[ 2 A ¥ ni it ra hai
disappear like a clay buffalo drowned at sea/ like a
clay ox entering the sea—never to be heard of again;
gone forever

LR ¢PE T I ni sha jo xid
mud and sand are carried away — there is a mingling
-of good and bad |
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[REEARBEY ni st mu dido
like an idol mouided in clay or carved in wood — as
wooden as a dummy/ as modelled in clay or carved
from wood

[RFERIED N sT wo hud
life-and-death/ (a matter of)life or death

[FREHFE] nT zhui wd gan
try to overtake each other in friendly emulation

35332 ni IGi shan shou
meekly submit to oppression,maltreatment.etc. / take
insults philosophically/ resign oneself to adversitv/
take the rough with the smooth/ with a resigned
mind/ grin and bear it

{5 K 774 ) ni shui xing zhdu
sail against the current{or in the head tide)/ row a-
gainst the flood

[EEEA] ni yIng cang xing
hide from public notice/ conceal one’s identity/ sail
under false colours/ lie low

(#5245 E ] nian qing pa zhong
prefer the light to the heavy —pick easy jobs and shirk
hard ones/ prefer the light and shirk the heavy

{sEE Hzm] nian A 1T Giang
in the prime of life/ in one’s prii-ne'

[FE&F/ER] nian gdo deé shdo

of venerable age and eminent virtue/ veneral in age

-
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and character
(4% /] nign qing 11 zhudng
young and vigorous
CEH B A Y nian shén ri jio
as the years go by/ with the passage of time
L83 KE) nian nidn bo wang
bear in mind constantly
[2 R 5] nido jin gdng cang
cast aside the bow once the birds are gone —cast sb a-
side when he has served his purpose
2B H Y nido yi hud xiang
birds sing and flowers give forth their fragrance —
characterizing a fine spring day
Ui £ nig shdu nié jido
walk ginglerl}rf walk on tiptoe
[ﬁ"ﬁ&ﬂ&] ning qué wi lan
rather go without than have sth shoddy — put quality
before quantity/ would rather go without(sth)than be
contented with anything less satisfactory
[FRABIning sTbha qi
rather die than submit (surrender or yield}/ prefer
- death to dishonour/ death before dishonour
[ X3, 2004 Y ning wéi 7 kou, wi wei nid hou
better be the head of a deg(or an ass)than the tail of a

lion { or horse ) / would rather be a leader anywhere



T4FW 271

than a follower .

{IFTHERE, F AL LT ning wei yu sui, bu wéi wd
quan
rather be a shattered vessel of jade than an unbroken
piece of pottery — better to die in glory than survive
with dishonour/ rather die on one’s [eer than live on
one’s knees/ rather die for a noble cause than continue
to live a shameful life/ better be a piece of broken jade
than an unbroken tile

(4 %t ) nio gui she shén
monsters and ghosts — forces of evil/ monsters and

“demons of all descriptions/ ogres of all kinds

[4-L R 3 TIME Y nid tou ba dui ma zui
horses’ jaws don’t match cows’ heads — incongruous/
things that don’t agree/ irrelevant

[FEE R E ] nong jid chéng zhén
what was make-believe has become reality/ fulfil what
was promised in joke

L% 15 8383 ndng gido chéng zhud
in trving to be smart one makes himself lock foolish/
try to be clever only to end up with a blunder/ get into
trouble through clever means/ go for wool come home
shorn/ outsmart oneself

[FEEHFRI ndng x0 zud jid |
practise fraud/ employ trickery/ resort to deception

(iR EED n0 yan bl xJ
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bend one’s knees before sb/ sedulously fawn upon/ ab-
jectly do sth to curry favour with/ lick sb’s boots
(feet, shoes or spittle}/ be subservient to/ be obse-
quious to/ slavish

LR 988 1 ne yan mei gi

sycophancy or obsequtousness

[EA0[] no bo k& e
one’s rage is beyond restraint/ be beside oneself with
anger/ boil with rage/ lose control of one’s temper

& 5] no fa chdng gudn
be so angry that one’s hair raises(or lifts)up his hat/
the anger makes one’s hair stand on end/ be in a tow-
ering rage(or passion)/ bristle with anger

3k 42Y no hud zhdng shdo
be burning with anger (or wrath)/ simmer with rage/
be filled with fury/ oné’s blood boils

[ W] no mo xitng shi
look at each other with angry eyes/ stare angrily/ eye
each other angrily/ glare{or glower)at/ look daggers
at -

CRE ¥R In0 gl ching tian
be in a towering rage(or ‘passion)/ give way to unbri-
dled fury/ fly into a passion

& F @) ne xing ya sé

betray one’s anger/ look angry/ angry countenance
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(G Ou xTn 1§ xue
shed one’s heart blood — make extremely painstaking
efforts/ strain one’s heart and mind/ work one’s heart
out

[®—FH=Z7)06uyT wéi zhi
do sth by chance (by accident.once in a while or occa-
sionally)

[ £23%] du duan sTlian
the lotus root snaps but its fibres stay joined —appar-
ently severed, actually still connected/ the lotus root
breaks, but the fibres hold together —the affection can-
not be entirely severed/ not completely cut off/ still
keep sth up

LR 48 pai an jido jus
thump the table and shout “bravo!”

EH8 R3] padi ban chéng jico
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strike a bargain/ tlinch a deal

[HFE ] pai shdu cheng kudi
clap and cheer

(HEF R 2D pai chiyi ji
exclude outsiders/ discriminate (or rencunce) against
those who hold different views

CHEBE )7 ) pai chi wan nan
surmount every difficulty {(or obstacle)/ overcome all
difficulties |

[HERE R 22 ] pGi nan jié fén
settle (or mediate) disputes/ clear up misunderstand-
ings/ pour oil on troubled waters

[HEWLWE 1) pai shan ddo hai
topple the mountains and overturn the seas/ with the
momentum of an avalanche/ with the force of a land-
slide and the power of a tidal wave

L% i B R.] pan 16ng fu féng
play up to peaple of power and influence/ put oneself
under the patronage of a bigwig

[& RT3 pan gén cud jié
with twisted roots and gnarled branches —complicated
and difficult to deal with/ as complicated as trees with
twisting roots and intercrossing branches/ (of old so-
cial forces)deep-roored

[ = 1RY pon rud yin ni

as far removed as heaven is from earth/ poles apart
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Dk K ]) pang ran da wu
a huge monster/formidable giant/colossus/behemoth
(38 3] pang gidio ce ji
attack by innuendo/ make veiled attack/ make oblique
references and sly injurious remarks/ make oblique
thrust/ beat about the bush
[353%& 75 A ) pang rud wu rén
act as if no one was nearby—sel[-aﬁsured or supercil-
ious/ an unwarranted assumption of airs/overweening
[F{EM3|1pang zheng b6 yin
quote copiously from many sources/ be well-provided

with supporting information

[3L B ) pao téu 10 midn

(of a woman in feudal society} appear(or show one’s
face)in public/ (of a woman) expose oneself in public
51 %) poo zhudn yin yd

cast a brick to attract jade —offer a few.commonplace
remarks by way of introduction so that others may
-come up with valuable opinions/ cast a brick to get a
gem —a modest spur to induce others to come forward
with valuable contributions

[r s ) pSo xido rd 1éi

be a thundering rage/ roar with rage

[T R AXIrE] péi le {0 rén you shé bing

throw the helve after the hatchet

[ k] pen bo yu chd
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gust forth/ spurt
[RA B 587 ) péng b1 wéi jian
conspire for illegal ends/ associate to plot treason/ act
in collusion with/ gang up/ collude
[IEF2 F 8] péng chéng woan i{
a roc can reach a destination of a myriad miles away at
one jump— — (said of those who Yhave a bright future
GESLIET ) péng téu gou mian
with dishevelled hair and a dirty face/ unkempt
[ K52 ) péng 0 dd xido
split (shake or burst)one’ s sides with laughter/ be
convulsed with laughter/ belly laugh
L5 AR Y pigon ti dan |
open one’ s liver and empty his gall bladder — speak
without reserve;talk with an effusion of heart/ open
up one’s heart/ be open and sincere/ be loyal and
faithful/ unbutton one’s soul/ bare one’s heart (soul
or thoughts)/ speak one’s mind
[EEHEIpTjion zhi rud
dressed in strong armour and armed with sharp
weapons —be fully armed and ready for combat/ wear
armour and carry weapons —be a warrior | |
LM R pT iing zhan |1
cut a way through brambles and thorns — blaze one’s
way forward through all the difficulties/ hack one’s
. way through the jungle and bushes |
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[P HEE£Ypisha jian jin

sift sand minutely for gold/ sort out the fine gold from
the sand —get essentials from a large mass of materials

[ H1pT xing dai yue
under the canopy of the moon and the stars — work or
travel night and day/ get up by star-light.not knock
off work till the moon rises

[EAEFET pThe hudi yu

“wearing rough garments but carrying a precious gem
in the bosom —not show off ane’s talent

[B33L D pTtou gai tian
(scold)to one’s face/ (blow)direct in the face/ right
in the face

CEFFELZEY pi kdi rou zhan
the skin is torn and the flesh gapes open — badly
bruised from flogging

[EEEFBAFEYpi xido rou bu xido
put on a false smile/ cold smile/ skin-deep smile

[(EZFTE . EHEMIpi zhi bh con,mdo jidng yan fo
with the skin gone, what can the hair adhere to —a
thing cannot exist withcut its basis

[ iE D pi f4 han sho

an ant trying to topple a giant tree —ridiculously over-

rating one’s own strength
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[¥F#&Fap] pi ya bén ming
be kept constantly on the run/ be tired out by too
much running around/ tired and exhausted from rush-
ing about on missions/ be weighed down with work
[tk F\ | pTfa ydu zé
every man has a share of responsibility for the fate of
his country
(I ZBYpifdzhi ydng
reckless courage/ foolbardiness
[EHFERYPT )it 16
out of the depth of misfortune comes bliss

LR (%{2} pion ting pidan xin

heed and trust only one side/ listen only to one side/
be biased

{HH AT pion jid ba can
not a single armoured warrior remains — the army is
completely wiped out
LA FEXE)pian wa wui cin
not a single tile remains —be razed to the ground
[H S R5F1pidn yan zhi zi
fragments of writing/ half a word/ just a note with
few writing on it
(/2L iE] pin bing jido pod |
suffering from both poverty and sickness/ be sick and

in financial straits/ be sick as well as poor

(R HY) pin wa 1§ zhaT zhT di
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sa poor as to have”no place to stick on awl”/ utterly
destitute/in extreme poverty
[ZMMS)pin zui bé she
garrulous and sharp-tongued
[HoaEImIpin iT-sT chén
a hen trying to cry cock-a-doodle-doo — wife being the
head of the family(an expression used to deride a hen-
pecked husband}/ the grey mare is the better horse
[FH X ] ping bai wi gu
without any reason/ for no reason/ gratuitously
[F#F =) ping bt ging yan
spring to heaven from the level —make a sudden rise in
life/ rapidly go up in the world/ have a meteoric rise
(R EE) ping dan wi qi
nothing exciting/ very ordinary/ nothing remarkahble/
pedestrlan : |
[F#L R i)Y ping di f8ng bd
a sudden storm on a calm sea/ a sudden,unexpected
turn of events/ unforseen trouble/ a crisis out of

nowhere

[FHeE & ) ping di 6u tai
high - buildings rise from the ground — start from
scratch

[E#—AEY ping di yi shéng 18i
a peal of spring thunder roars over the horizon/ a sud-

den clap of thunder —a sudden big change:
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[F4#6])ping f8n qil sé
divide equally/ (of two parties)have equal shares (of
honour, power, glory, etc. )/ go halves/ go share and
share alike/ go fifty-fifty (with)

[P E4] ping pa zhi xd
tell in a simpile ,straightforward way/ speak or write in
a dull,flat style/ dull(or insipid Jexpressions

[SFRFESEYping qT ping zud
sit as equals at the same table with/ be on an equal
footing

[FL##S] ping xn jing qi
with equal mind/ with cool determination/ with equa-
nimity/ even-minded/ dispassionately/ calmly

[ 5 AYping yvijin rén
(of a person) amiable and easy of approach

¥ L& B1 ping téu pin zu
make frivolous remarks about a woman’s appearance/
comment on (or upon)/ criticize people not in a good
sense/ find fault with/ be overeritical

(37K ] ping shul xiang féng
(of strangers) meet by chance like patches of drifting
duckweed/ casual, temporary meeting/ a strange bed-
fellow/ ships that pass in the night

(RIEEE 1 po fima jie

like a shrew shouting abuse in the street

(i) pd-pd ma ma
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womanishly fussy/ sentimental/ mawkish/ maudlin
GEFABTIpo bo dé yi
be forced(driven or compelled) to/ have no alternative
(or choice) but/ do sth against one’s will/ no other
way
GEAR B3P0 bi ji dai
cannot wait/ too impatient to wait/ unable to hold
oneself back/ brook no delay/ be all agog to do sth/
posthaste
LEEFR]Y P zai méi jie
extremely urgent/ be imminent/ be impending
LR B A po chi mixin

do away with all fetishes and superstitions/ banish all
blind faith/ topple old idols

KB 51 #4 ) pod fa chén zhdu
break cooking pots and sink boats —army’s grim de-
termination of no retreat/break the cauldrons and sink
the boats (after crossing) — cut off all means of re-
treat/burn one’s boats (or bridges) /cross the Rubicon
[RSENE] pd jing chong yudn
a broken mirror joined together —reunion of a couple
after an enforced separation or rupture
EREIR 28] po jic )i xin
destroy the old and establish the new/ discard the old

and -create sth new

(RO X B oo kdu dd ma
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shout abuse/ abuse freely/ let loose a torrent of abuse
[REEE Y pd ti wai xido
(one’ s )tears melt into smiles (of face)/ smile through
tears/ change tears into laughter
[ 5E & &) pd zhan bai chi
be full of holes(or flaws)/ be {ull of loopholes (or de-
fects
[3)19 # 3k pou fo cang zhi
rip open the stomach to hide a pearl —die for the sake
of gain
[3F9E Y pi shud mili
complicated and confusing
[HX %N ] pd tian gai di
blot out the sky and cover up the earth/ like a ton of
or hundred bricks '
UHRER 31 pia zhang lang fei
extravagance and waste/ extravagant/ wasteful
[EEES] PO yo hon jin
uncat jade and unrefined gold — unadorned beauty/
gold -ore and unworked jade —said of one who has not
been spoiled _
[# K& Y po tign 16ng ging
the whole world or nation joins in the jubilation/ uni-

versal rejoicing
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[-ti /A1 qT chang b dudn
of uneven size
[ 86 A ] q1 dign ba dao
in great confusion/ at sixes and sevens/ all upside
down/ totter in any and all directions/ topsy-turvy
[CFEAHEY qiting b tud
in a state of confusion/ scattered here and there/ all a
hideous mess
[LH/A\EYqlpih ba cou
a patchwork without pattern or order/ scrape (piece or
knock)together/ rig up
[--E=4]1qi qido shéng y&n
fume with anger/ foam with rage
[ EATFYqgishang ba xia
in & mental flurry of indecision/ be agitated/ be per-
turbed
[-£F /A B8] qf shou ba jico
“seven hands and eight feet” —great hurry and bustle/
all join in,each lending a hand/ serve hand and foot/

too many. cooks/ dll flurry and confusion

IEMAEYQTzuli boishe .
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“with seven mouths and eight tongues” — clash of
opinions/lively discussion with evervbody trying to get
a word in/ all talking at once

(ERTR{)qrlizi san
with one’s family broken up/ breaking up or scatter-
ing of one’s family

[ERZET] qi feng ka yo
wailing wind and weeping rain — wretched circum-
stﬁnces

[HABHE XY g7 gT &i &
stammer :

DR A KE]T girén tai shen
bully others too much/ go too far in insult(in injury or
in bullying others) '

[ A 2 ikY al rén zhi tan
deceitful words/ deceptive talk

[k g7 rudn pd ying
bully the weak and fear the strong

[ ¥E 421 qi shi dao ming
win popularity by cheap means/ unsound scholarship/
gain the fame by deceiving the public/ angle for unde-
served fame |

[EER—HFH) qi hai yTtubn
pitch-dark/altogether pitch black/as black as night{or
midnight)/be completely in the dark/an utterly dark
picture/as black as a crow (eoal or.ink)/in a fog/in a
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complete {proper or terrible} mess/utterly hopeless
[553LH3#) qi téu bing jin
advance side by side/ do two or more things at once
[F-0th A1) qi xin xié )i
work as one(man)/ be of one heart/ with one heart/
make concerted efforts/ join hands (with}/ hand to
fist/ hang together/ pull together
[HAXFE]T qité wa giong
it is a great oy to/ an endless enjoyment
[H 5151 qi mdao ba yong
his appearance is by no means imposing
LX) gi shi xidng xidng
took threatening/ bluster/ furiously
[H X 37) gi wei wu giong
have a boundless good flavour/ a lasting pleasant taste
[#F At %] qi chT da ra
galling shame and humiliation/ crying shame and
crowning humiliation/ deep disgrace
(REF Rl qinud k& jU
hoard as a rare commodity to corner the market/ wait-
ing to sell sth valuable at a high price/ set a high price
and hold back
[&#EE]) qi tan gudi ian
strange tale/ ridiculous argument,/ fantastic stories
and theories

(8730 3% ] qf wén géné shang
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a remarkable work should be shared and its subtleties
discussed

[HEER] qi xing gudi zhuang
grotesque or fantastic in shape or appearance/ strange
sight/ badly dressed appearance

[F2HFEYqizhen yi bdo
very rare and valuable objects

(#3551 qf zhuang yi fo
exotic costume/ bizarre dress/ outlandish clothes

(R MET Y gi ha nan xid _
he who rides a tiger finds it difficult to dismount —
have no way to back down/ like riding on a tiger —
afraid to go on and unable to get down/ have(or hold)
a wolf by the ears

[%OHRTY qi md zhdo md
looking for a horse while sitting on one — hold on to
one job while seeking a better one/ lock for donkey on
donkey back —absent-minded

[MERF]) qi téng dui shou
meet one’s match in a chess tnﬁynamentf be well-
rna'tr;hed in a contest/ find(or meet)one’s match/ dia-
mond cuts diamond/ when Greek meets Greek, then
comes the tug-of-war/ even-matched

[iR¥#H24] gf g0 xiang dang
equal in match or contest of strength/ be well-
matched/ be a match for/ a Roland for an Qliver

LKA SREY i kdi dé sheéng
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win victory as soon as one’s banner is displayed/ win
victory in the first battle/ gain a battle at the unfurl-
ing of the flag/ win speedy success/ succeed at the
first try '

[IZE454] gl ai gao lian
piteously beg help

(ZHHEYqi ydu cf |7
is there such a principle? / who ever heard of such a
thing? / this is an arrant nonsense indeed] / how un-
reasonable! / by thunder! / preposiercus/ outra-
geous/ absurd/ fantastic -

IR AR EY Qi rén yBu tian _
like the man of Qi who was haunted by the fear that
the sky might fall —entertain itnaginary or groundless
fears/ superfluous worry/ unnecessary anxiety

[RE¥ &) qgi chéng zhudn hé
introduction,elucidation of the theme.,transition to an-
other viewpoint and summing up — the four steps in
the composition of an essay

- [RFEEAE] qi sT hui shéng
(praise of doctors) make the dead come back to life/
(of a doctor) bring back to life/ snatch a patient from
the jaws of death

[Tt I0) gl guan chang hong
ihbued with a spirit as lofty as the rainbow spanning
the sky/ full of noble aspiration and daring

IS4 %) qi i bai huai

flustered and exas-perated} utterly discomfited




288 ok

[, %557%]) qi shi pang bo

of a great momentum/ powerful
(S22 ) qi shi xidong xidng
be in a very threatening manner/ an aggressive pos-
ture/ fierce/ truculent/ overbearing/ arrogantly
[S.4& WW ) qi tin shan hé
imbued with a spirit that can conquer mountains and
rivérs/ full of daring
[ BR4g# ] qif weéi xidng tou
people of the same tastes/ be of the same cast of
mind/ be-like-minded/ be birds of a feather/ be two of
a kind/ be congenial to each other
[CREEIqixTyan yon .
at the end of one’s resources/ at one’s last gasp/ like
a person who is sinking/ at the point of death/ at
death’s door/ moribund/ dying
IS8 F] qi xidng wén gian
a magnificent and changeful prospect/ spectacular/ -
majestic
(54585 ]) qi yon xido zhang -
be swollen with arrogance
[SOH WL ) qi zhuding shan hé _
full of power and grandeur/ sublime and heroic/ mag-
nificent

[FEER 8] qi an t6u ming

forsake darkness and cross over to brightness/ leave
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the darkness and come to the light/ leave the reac-
tionary side and cross over to the side of progress

{FHEK ] qijio ye bing
(of troops) throw away one’s armour and rrail the
weapons behind/ drag weapons and abandon armour in
a rout/ be routed/ flee pell-meil

[FIBEFY gl jio ta xin
reject the old for the new/ start afresh/ rurn over a
new leaf

[Fm3e+Iqirdfento
cast away like dirt

(22 imi @Y qi zhira bi xT
cast aside like an old shoe/ be left in the basket

[ R RA]) qi bo chéng shang
choke with sobs

(A B %4k 1 gia dao hda chu
just right/ to a nicety

(153511 gis ro qi fén
10 a proper extent/ in appropriate measure/ in just
quantity/ neither more nor less than/ well-measured/
apt/ appropriate

[+254k]) gion bidn wan hua
ever-changing/ innumerable (incalculable or kaleido-
scope )changes |

LF 277 %13 gian cha wan bié

differ in thousands of ways
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[T T 4] gian chui bai lian
thoroughly tempered (or steeled )/ well-experienced/
have gone through fire and water/ (of literary works)
be polished again and again/ be revised and rewritten
many times
(F7rEit1gidn fang bai ji
in a thousand and one ways/ in every possible way/ by
every possible means/ use every means to/ do all in
one’s power/ resort to every trick/ use every
stratagem/ leave no stone unturned/ leave no means
untried/ by fair means or foul/ by hook or{by) crook
[k ix$8) qian fa sud zhi
be up for general castigation with a thousand accusing
fingers levelled against one/ face a thousand accusing
fingers/ be universally condemned
[F& &) qion gi qf tan
strange stories of the ages/ a forever strange tale
[TEF ] gian jon wan ma
thousands upon thousands of horses and soldiers — a
powerful army/ a world of people
[T41HE @] qidn jGn zhong fu
a crushing burden/ a vital responsibility )
[TREKE . LW XED qion 1T sdng 6 mao,IT gqing
qing yi zhdng
to send the feather of a goose one thousand £/ ;the gift
in itsell may be. insignificant, but the good-will is
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deep/ the gift itself may be light as a goose feather;
but sent from afar,it conveys deep feeling/ the present
is trifling but the feeling is profound

[ Hi#EE]) gian I§ tido tido

‘thousands of I/ away/ from afar/ over a great dis-
tance/ far,faraway

(FRZR.BTHITI gian (1 zhT d7,kui yd yi xué

one ant hole may calse the collapse of a thousand-Z/
dyke —slight negligence may lead to a great disaster/ a
small ant's hole may destroy a great dam/ @ small leak
will sink a greatl ship

[FRZT - BFRET)qgion 1T zhi xing,.shi yi z0 xid
a thousand-# journey starts with the first step/ a
thousand-Ii journey is started by taking the first step

[(FE—&]) qgian 10 yT dé

even a fool occasionally hits on a good idea/ a fool's
bolt may sometimes hits the mark/ a fool may give a
wise ﬁmn counsel

[F#E 5 R]) gign nGdn wan xidn

numerocus dangers and hazards

[FE—2&) qian pian yi 18 |
following the same pattern/ all in the same key/ cast
in the same mould/ stereotyped/ invartably/

monotony
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[F3E&E])gian gi bai guai
all sorts(or kinds) of strange things/ an infinite vari-
ety of fantastic phenomena/ many unusual things/ ex-
ceedingly strange/ very wonderful

{F #3741 qgian qid wan dai
generation after generation/ in all the generations to
come/ throughout the ages/ forever

[+ W7 7K]) qion shan wan shu¥ |
ten thousand crags and torrents/ numerous mountains
and rivers/ a long and arduous journey/ a great dis-
tance/ land and sea

[T 27 2%) gion si wan ({0
a thousand and one links/ countless ties/ innumerable
links/ be linked in a hundred and one ways/ have ev-
erything complicated to do with each other

(3L 741 gian téu wan xd
thousands of strands and loose ends/ (of things) ex-
tremely complicated and difficult to unravel/ a m_ulti-
tude of things ‘

[F3=73%E] qion xTn wan ki
innumerable trials and tribulations/ untold hardships/
severe toil

[F3577&] qian yan wan yd
thousands and thousands of words/ numercus words

(¥ #i%]) qion z4ai néGn féng

an opportunity of a thousand years/ once in a blue
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moon/ the chance of a lifetime

[T —#]) qgion zai yi shi
accur only once in a thousand years — very rare/ an ex-
tremely rare chance/ golden opportunity

[TH 5% gitin zhén wan qué
true as gospel/ absolutely true/ as sure as a gun/ as
sure as eggs is eggs/ really and truly

[&% i Y qidn chang gud do
feel deep anxiety about/ be deeply concerned/ be very
worried about/ infinite longing for/ cause deep person-
al concern

[(E—RWah2F])qian yT {4 ér déng quan shén
putl one hair and the whole body is affected—a slight
move in one part may affect the situation as a whole/
one careless move loses the whole game

i E-F) qian qion jon zi
a modest, self-disciplined gentleman/ a hypocritically
modest person

LRk AR ] gidin xG jIn shen
modest and prudent

IWNEZE.EEXEZE])Y qion chad zhT i, hou ché zhi jitn
the overturned cart ahead is a warning to the carts be-
hind/ one should take warning from another’s mis-

take/ heed previous examples

(AT E 2 %Y gion ché zhT jian
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warning taken f{rom the overturned cart in front/
lessons drawn from others’ mistakes(or failures)

[RiiAL S 45Y qian fo hou i
advance wave upon wave

[Hizh )R F]Y qgidn godng jin gl
all that has been achieved is spoiled/ nullified all the
advantages of a series of victories/ all one’s previous
efforts are wasted/ all labour lost/ all previous work
undone

[aTPE S ) qion hd hou yong |
with many attendants crowding round

[R5 /5 451 gion ju hou gong
be first supercilious and then deferential / change from
arrogance to humility |

8711356 . /51 38R Y gion mén ju hi,hou mén jin 1ang
drive the tiger away from the front-door and let a wolf
in at the back —fend off one danger only to fall prey to -
another

(RIAGIR . Sk gian pd 1ang,hdu pa hi
fear the wolves ahead and the tigers behind — full of
fears/ be plagued by all sorts of fears

KB4 54K3 gion pa hou ji
no sooner has one fallen than others step into the
breach/ one steps into the breach as another falls/ as
those in front fall, those behind take up their posi-
tions/ with fresh forces always stepping forward as
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others fell
[R5 ;51 gitn giGn hou hou |
the ins and outs (of a matter)/ the whole story/ the
entire process
(R A BB, 5 AREY gian rén zai shu,hdu rén chéng
hidng
one generation plants the trees under whose cool shade
another generation rests — profiting by the labour of
one’s forefathers/ one sows and another reaps
{A7 S 48] qian si hou xiang
turn over in one’s mind/ think over again and again
[BHEALS,FEH2MM]Y qian shi bt wang,hou shi zhi
shi
past experience,if not forgotten,is a guide for the fu-
ture/ learn {rom the past experiences/ today is yester-
day’s pupil
(3T TR ) gian sud wei weén
never heard of before/ unheard-of
[ArER & H ) qian sud wei you
such as never previously existed/ hitherto unknown/
beyond (or without)example/ unprecedented
[H5i% T & )-qién 1o wa lidgng
have boundless prospec'ts_/. have a very promising fu-
ture
(87 d A Y gian wa go rén

without parallel in history/ unprecedented
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LB RS R gian yin hou gud
cause(s) and effect(s}/ the entire process
LE% Wl A ) gian ké tong shén
“money can move the gods” — money makes the mare
gO '
e E{) gian yi mo hud
exert a subtle influence on sb’s character, thinking,
etc. / be unconsciously influenced/ a silent transform-
ing(or imperceptible)in{luence
(2374373 qian 143 ji gibng
the proverbial donkey in ancient Guizhou has exhaust-
ed its tricks —can do nothing more/ at one’s wits’ end
[ 281k ] qian chang zhé zh!
stop after getting a little knowledge of a subject or
about sth/ be satisfied with a smattering of a subject
{HHMF] qidng (in dan yi
a hail (or rain) of bullets
[ERIFRE] giong jian min yi
defile public opinion |
[REF T X R]) giang jiong shdu xid wi rud bing
there are no poor soldiers under a good general/ a ca- |
pable commander teads an army of good soldiers
(B 2 k) qiong ni zhT md
the arrow from a strong bow becomes weak after fiy-
ing its distance/ an arrow at the end of its flight —a
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. spent force/ the furthest reach of a shot from a strong
bow/ on the decline no longer what it was .

(3 + HF &+ FJ giong zhdng zi ydu aiang zhﬁng
shdu | | | |
however strong you are, there’s always someone
stronger | |

% Bl A A HEY giang ddie zhdng rén tut
when a wall is about to collapse,ever}rbody gives it a
push — everybody hits a man who is dcrwn/" when a
wall is falling,all push it —take advantage of other’s
frustration

[3RiRIZF ] qidng ci dud |
use flame arguments and: perverted logic/ distort the
right and talk speciously/ resort to sap_liiatry in seif-
justification/ twist one’s principles in arc-l__\e;'_ to finish
an argument/ reason fal]apinus]y;!"__chap_‘lqéicf sophis-
ticata}' captinus

[3 A Bit] gidng rén sud nan ,

. try to make sh do sth which he won’t ox c,an "t / con-
strain sb to do things that are beyond his power

(R3] qido go xTsul o
., break the bones and suck the man:aw — cruel bloud-
sucking exploitation/ auck the _tha_—l:_;llaad_:.,_

[MEER ) gido zha 1é sud | |
blackmail and impose exactions on (or upon)f extort

and racketeer



298 | 715 4]

[ 3B Y gido zhudng gdi ban
disguise oneself

[X53F % 1] qitio dud tian gong
wonderful workmanship (or supe:rb craftsmanship )/
excelling nature/ surpz.[ss natural creation

35 38958 9 ook 2 451 .Gido fa nGn wéi wi mT zhT chul
even the cleverest housewife cannot coock a meal with-
out rice —one can’t make bricks without straw/ one
cannot make a silk purse out of a sow’ ear/ you can’t
make something out of nothing/ if you have no hand
you can’t make a fist

(17324 Y qito li ming mo
concoct various pretexts/ invent all sorts of names
{75 H{E %] qido qi hao dud |
secure by force or by trick

[35% tn#) qido shé rd huang
have a silver (smooth,oily,glib or ready)tongue/ hon-
eymouthed

[ 4 6] qgito yvan ling se-

pleasing words and smoothnéss of manner/ fine words
and an insinuéting countenance ' 1 -
[OIREBBE ) qid cud zhud mb |

'stu.d}r and learn.by mutual discussion/ learn from each
other by exc‘han'g'iﬁg views/ lucubration and consulta-

tion/ compare notes

. . LIS d P .t P ' '
] 1 ."\-i ' - T . . L "
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[ﬂ]iﬁ!ﬁ‘iﬁ] gi& chi tdng hén

grind(or gnash) one’ teeth in hatred

[Vikk 2 78] qie fa zhT tong
keenly felt pain/ deep grief

TR gis gie sTyi

exchange whispered comments/ confidential discussion
(eI FiEY aie gie sTyi '
intimate or confidential talk/ have a téte-a-téte talk/
whisper/ murmur |
(#0541 gié & ba shé
keep on carving unflaggingly —work with perseverance
CEREXHE]T qin mi wa jian
be on very intimate terms/ (as) thick as;thieves/ in
close co-ordination L
[EMLPL) qin tdng chou kuadi N
sadden ane's friends and gladden one’s enemies/
grieve those dear and near to us. and gladden the ene-
my S
[EEXE] gin chai dﬂl Chén L T
an imperial envoy/ an imperial commissioner
[N IEE]Y gin zéi xidn qin wang L
to catch bandits. first catch the rmgleadea - pay. heed
to what.is important __ o b
(‘H} JL\E] qlp rén x1n pi _
gladdening the heart and refreshing the mmd;" mental-
ly refreshing/ refreshing
IWEL TR, Tﬁ&?i] ging chd yu 160 .6&F sheng ys 16n
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indigo blue is.extrs.tcted from the indigo plant but is
bluer than it — the pupil learns from and outdoes his
teacher
[ #& 71 qing huang b jia
when the new crop is still in the blade and the old one’
is all consumed — temporary shurtagef' when one crop
is eaten and the next still green — the transition from
one period to another/. gap in successmn;’ in temporar}'
financial difficulty
[#HmEM%F ] qing mian lido ya
(of a monster) with a green face and ferocious fangs —
terrifying in appearance . ‘
I[W™=H1Yqhg yon zhi shong
rapid advancement in one’s career/ meteoric rise
(%0 53] qing ér yi jo |
easy to undertake Cor do)/ (as) easy as APC/ an easy
job/ withotit making an effort/ can be easily accom-
plished/ without striking a blow |
(W $®] qing 98 man wi
sing merrily and dance grracefullyf ‘soft songs and

'&

beautiful dances
[R2EHTang ji wong dong

act rashly/ take re-::l-:less actions/ do sth wnthout care-

ful thnughtﬁ' take a h!ap in the t::leurlf»‘fr go off the deep

end/ impetuosity
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[E#M# 5] qing mido dan xié
touch on the matter lightly/ describe with a delicate
touch/ mention casually/ play down/ mild comments
[&iF ¥ E ] qing nud gud xin
who promises too llghtljﬂ" is seldom able to lwe up to

Kis words/ tmake promises easily but seldom keep
them '
[&F5%8) qing shdu ging jido
(move }cautiously without any nmse;’ gently/ softly /
gingerly '
[ FME1 qing yo héng méo
lighter than a(goose)feather —a death which is of no
significance at all ' : |
(2 EHE) qing zhdng dao zhi
put the trivial above the 1mpurtant} reverae the nrder
of importance/ lack (or lack of) a sense of pmpartmn
(&% &) qing zhuang shang zhén R |
go into battle with a light pack/ come to the battle-
front without any mental burdens,a’ go fnrward with

icoaw e

one's burdens d:scarded

(ﬁﬁ& ﬁll qing chéo cho d.ang

(of enemy or bandlts)turn out in full force/ encmach |
upon(territory) in full strength

[ﬁiiﬁﬁﬁ] qing chéng qing qQué

(of & woman) Iovely encugh to cause the {all uf a c:ty

ok

or a state/ exceedingly beautlful '
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(fﬁiﬁ?"] qing ji& dang r::hd-n
lose a family fortune/ bring the farmly to ruin/ re-
duced to poverty and ruin
(B # KR qQing pén da yit'

pouring (or torrential) rain/ heavy downpour/ cloud-

T

burst/ rain cats and dogs
[ A& Y qgng xidng dao gie
turn out all one’s boxes and suitcases -
L% 38 MY qing gui jis 10
taboos and commandments/ restrictions and feftexjs/
outmoded rules and reguiatmns and cnnventmns |
[#HBEH1L] g ye men xTn -
examine one’s own conscience in the stillpﬂs-_(nr si-
lence) of the night | ‘ - o
[ﬁﬂﬁ;&(] qing ting dian shuI o
like a dragnnﬂy skimming the surface of thﬁ: water-r
touch on sth without going into it deeply

[ﬂ?TFE#l qing bu zi jin

unable to restrain the emotions/ be smzed Wlth a sud-
den impulse/ overcome by one’s feelmgsf cannot re-
{ram from/ cannot help (dmng sth)/ ln the grlp of
" passion

(RAEE)qing ji zhrshéng L

hit on & good idea in a moment Df desperatmn/’ have
quick wits in emergency

[i¥ XL ] qing sui shi gian |
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the alteration of things mbakes men’s feeling change/
people’s feelings change with the circumstances/ cir-
cumstances alter cases ' |
[t&RE]E R ] qing tong shdu za
close like brothers/ with brotherly love for each other
[(WREE]qing tou yi hé |
mutual affection and agreement/ in love with each oth-
er/ suited to each other perfectly/ find each other con-
genial/ hit it off perfectly/ hand in glove with =
(W& 71 qing ydu k& yuan N | |
excusable/ pardonable - o
[EETER] qing tian pT i .
(like) a bolt from the blue!’ (like) a bolt out: o{ the
cléar sky/ thunderbolt
i X ®Y'Ging jon to weng ™

“kindly step into the vat” —try what-'?"u_ﬁ‘ liraje"devihégl

agaumt others

[BEjd.Z‘\'?E ﬂ-ﬁﬂia) qing L bu sl’. Iu nan wei yi
until Qing Fu is done away w:th , the cnsﬁts in t'he stat.e

of Lu wﬂl not be over-there W1Ii always Be trouble :
untll he’ wﬂa stlr 1t up is removed |

(&ﬂ‘xﬁﬁ) qing zht nan sha

{of crimes, etc. ) mexpmble and tno numemus to be

- -

llsted m one book./ (of a man *s ‘;mﬂ;) t-:ar:.u numerouq {0
‘.

recnrd

-lg?-ﬁ‘ﬁﬁ] qmng bing di wu

CHIGAT vy adt o osdnapia s oL : T 3t D
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exhaust all resources to build up militaz:y power/ use
all one’s armed might to indulge in '_wan:; of aggres-
sion/ wantonly engage in military aggréss;dnf engage
in unjust Pjilitar}r ventures/ wage sa_ng'ﬁiﬁar}r wars/
adopt a warlike policy/ be militaristic o
{378 7L W] Qidng ji wa liGo

be utterly bored/ absolutely senseless/ extreme bore-
dom/ disgusting

[355E R 5 ) qgidng nian 1& yue

for years on end/ year after year

(251 %7k ) gidng shan & shui

barren mountains and unruly rivers =~ - &
(5 Wik gk Y qiong shé jiya. |
(indulge in) luxury and extravagance/ live on the fat
of the land/ (live a life cn‘,') ‘wanton extrayagance/ be
. lapped in luxury

'[%ﬁ»’kﬁ] qiong ta mod 1o
(go into the) cul-d&sac (or blmd alley)/ (drwen mto)

L 1 _'.

an 1mpasse/ dead end
_[%’ % ﬂﬂ] qléng xidng pi rang
a remote; backward place/ an Dbscure regmnf the re-
mote hinterland/ a dnstnct shut nff fmm the ou;ts:clp
world/ back lands o

:(ﬁ?lﬂﬂ%l quﬁng xnﬁng jiie

in a vicious and unrestrained way/ extremely violent

i

and wicked/ wickedness and evil carned tg the utmost
A

possible degree/ savage and sinister in the extreme/
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utterly evil/ diabolical/ devilish

[FEFZE] giong yudn jing wei
make a thorough investigation of the antecedents and
consequences/ try to find out the chain of cause and
effect/ get to the bottom of the matter/ fngke a thot-
ough inquiring into sth |

(330 A ] gidng z& ST bian
poverty gives rise to a desire for change

[HFFIL, %%#ﬂﬁ:’:] qidng qiong jié Ii, xmg yung
xiﬁng diao
standmg all alone, body and shadow comforting each
Dther

Rk EF] qnéng 16U yi
a :'n::hlslr decorated jade palace—a magmﬂcent building

(KR H] qid feng guo &r S
like an autumn breeze passing the ear—thmkmg sth of
no lmpnrtance, regard with mdlfference gy

(PR A% ﬂf] qi0 fEng S0 1o yé
(like) the autumn wind sweeping away the fallen (or
dead) leaves—wme out the corrupt and evfl in an easy
way -

[ﬂﬁﬂ&ﬁﬁ] gid hdo wa féin o |
(nf l'ughly dlsmpimed tmops) not commit the slightest
offtnce agamst ‘the civilians/ not encroach on the in-
terests of the people to the shghtest degree! forbld the
shghtest vmlatmn of the penple s mtereqts/ do not

. TR
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cause the slightest damage to the people
[P MWD qia hdu sudn zhdng | |
square accounts after the autumn harvest — wait until
after a polltlcal movement is over to settle accounts
with the leadership or the masses
[HEEIEE Y qio shdu gou midn
with unl-:ernpt ha:r and dirty face
IZR'D‘CF‘J #d\ﬁl gitl dar tong, SN xido v
seek common ground on major issues while reservmg
dlfferences on minor points/ seek common grnund on
‘major issues while leaving aside the mmur dlf{erences
[ £ #&)qgil quan zé bei | |
demancd perfectmn;’ take to taqk severel}r, expect (peo-
ple) to be saints o .
CREFR) gia tong cin yi e
seek common ground while resewmg dlfferen-:es
[kzZFi5) qm zhi bt dé | '
all that one could wnsh for/ most welcnme
[ﬂﬁﬁ!ﬂ:] qo jin qi mido B
| express the subtlety tactfully and fmely

[ah3=de#H Y qa td xT xin

bend the chtmney and remove the fuel (to prevent a

‘ .

oF
po-ssrble hre) — take precautmns agamst ‘a puss:ble
damage ' ' '

.m ﬁﬁ:ﬁ!l qi y1 féng ying

“use évery means to fawn on (or upon) sb/ flacter sbh in
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a hundred and one ways/ go out af one’s way to carry
favour
LR T H.34]) qu da chéng zhao
extort confessions by torture/ obtain confession under
torture/ confess to false charges under torture
U3 qu zhi ke shil |
can be counted on one’s fingers —very few
[ 9 i34 qu yon fu shi
hurry to the glorious and hang on to the influential / be
fellnwer of the rich ancl powerful/ play up to those in
power/ curry favour with the powerful/ time-serving

L2 F 81 q0 zhi rud' wa

go after sth like a flock of ducks/ scramble for sth
[dh&MM] qu gaio he gua |
sangs of a l'ngh -brow type will flnd ver}r few people to
jom in the chorus/ hlghbrow songs find few smgersf
too highbrow to be popular/ eavlare to the general -
(A #41 g0 chang bu duan o
learn from eaeh other’s - strong pmnts tn offset ¢ one’s
weaknesses/ mrereume one s own qherteemmgs by
leermng from others strnng points/ make up one’s de-
': flelenetes b]l' aequlrlng others ﬂtrnng pmnts/ mutuai] y

vl
make up one’s deficiencies +

{BUT %Y qu ér dai zhv
take someone’s pleeef step into sb’s shoes/ flll sh'

bonnet/ replaee sb/ supersede sb

RS & % LA . aeazt N
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[EE?_'?FR AZA%E] qu zhT b ]in, yong zhi bu jie |

inexhaustible/ abundant

H:—EH?UI%‘] Qu cG qu |jTng

discard the dross and select the esseutlal

[ gl wei cin zhén |
eliminate the false and retain the trﬁe/’ winnow truth
from falsehood | |

U2 E ] quan héng qing zhbng

weigh one thing against another/ we.-lgh the matter

o

carefulljr _
E i) qufm yi zhi ji _
a measure of expedmncy! tempnrary egped:entf’ a
makeshift (::lewu::e)}’ StOpRap Mmeasures
[ﬁgﬂﬁ] quan jon fa_mo
total deatrur:tmn of an army/ (an army) be cumpletely

w1ped out h

{4 ALl 1 quan |I\yi' fu o
devote every effort to/ du all in one’ ’s power[ strwe
Fmth all one’s rmght for/ spare no effnrts (or pams}/
8o all aut! do one’s utmost/ with might ancl main /
stram E'ii'tl'jl' nerve! do cme *s ]evel best!‘ put gn}eﬂs back
'(heart, whole beart ancd smul nr hfe) into sth/ tocth

. and nail '

C&#HEIET quon shén guan 2hi

concentrate the whole energy upnn! Wlth aII one 's

A R

mental faculties on the strte.-t::h,ﬂr set one's heart ( or

;‘:—-#:q. -'..- L
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mind ) on (upon or to) sth/ be absorl}ed (m:
engrossed) m/ be utterly cnncentrated in (or on)/ be
preoccupted with/ be all eyes (or ears)/ with breath-
less attention/ with absorbed interest/ with al} one’s
soul | | i R ’
(&02E] qutln XN quan yi L
with one’s heart and soul/ with all one’s heart/ com-
plete devotion/ whole- heartedly -. -
[#HHE] quan da jido tT
cuff and kick/ beat up
[RI %) quan ma zhi lGo
serve like a dog or a horse/ be at one’s beck and call
(R F X4 quan ya jitio cud
be very close to and inter-locked with/ of jigsaw pat-
tern/ jigsaw-like B
(#2735 que zh1 ba gdng

it would be impolite to decline

(54T #1 que zud bu yi

deflmte and sure/ be prnved to the hlltf' cnncluswe!’
authentlc.{ lrrefutable ‘ e .

[ﬁﬁi&ﬁ] que chéo ]IEI zhtm | o _ :
the turtledove occupies the magpm s nlpst"—nne pers:}n
seizes another’s plar:e. land ete.

(BB 4] qin cé qan i

pool the wnsdom and efforts of evEr}rnne/ club ideas

[

and exertmnsf collective wisdom and efforts/ united
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strength and wisdom
(XL E] qin 16ng wi shdu
a host of dragons without a head —a group without a
1eader
(3R ELSRT qup M6 luan wa
a host of demons dancing in riotous revelry —rogues of
all kinds running wild |
(B EMHEZ] qin gi ér gdng zhi
all rise and attack/ rally together to attack/ all rise up
in struggle against/ launch collective attacks on -
[RY AR BEHE] qun wéi qun dan

mass heroism and daring

(RE 2 2] ran méi zhi §i |
“with eyebrows on fire” —urgently ériticai/ as ptess;
ing as a fire éingéi:ng one's eyebrows —a matter of ex-
treme urgency/ a pressing need/ :ifgm'inence/ emergent

[%4 A&) rao ybu fang qu | h
tull of wit and humour/ humourous

[ k425118 hud shdo shén
stir up a fire only to burn oneself —court disaster/ ask
for trouble

. . Vs .
itz e e T B T L ' <A . [
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[ R 44X ré shi shéngy féi

provoke a dispute/ provoke mischief/ ‘-‘,tlr up trnubfef
wake a sleeping dog/ be meddlesome
Hh_kﬂﬁfE] ré huty ch&o tion
buzzing (or bustling ) wu:h actwaty/ stirring and
seething/ burning with ardour/ in full swmg}' flaming
[ Yre qi téng téng | |
steaming hot/ seething with activity
[ RE424] rén bu k& mao xiang
don’t judge anyone just by appearances/ a man can not
be known by his looks/ beauty is but skiih—deefl
IARHE, RiKM K] rén bo wei jT. ian  zhD  di
mie I |
unless a man looks out for himslf, Heaven and Earth
wﬂl destroy him / everyone fnr himself and 1“Iuet the dev”

Ja

:I take the hindmost .

LA, BT rén b 2h7, i by jue

“not known by men or percewed b:,r ghnsts '“- do m

'i'

o B

cﬂmplete secrecy k
[AF % H] rén chi béi cha |
people of talent coming forth in large numbers] men nf
tﬂ.[EﬂtE come out in EUCCESSLGﬂ )
[AA BT ren c6i jiji "
a galaxy of talent o,
[AS#4:80) rén di shéng sha - ¢

be unfamiliar with the place and the people/ be a com-

- T
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plete stranger
[)\ﬁﬁﬂﬂgﬂi] rén ding shéng tidn
man can cnnquer nature/ man will triumph over na-
ture/ human will can overpower natural forces/ man *s
determmatmn will conquer nature/ human determina-
tion will uvemame destiny/ it is man's will, not heav-
en, that decides
[AZHEZ]) rén dud zui 24
a babel of voices/ d_iﬁded counsel/ too many cooks
spoil the soup | | |
(AT RAE, FAHETDren er wa xin, bo zhi qi
K& N L | |
if a man dueu.not'keep his word, what is he good
for?
[)‘\.ﬁ:}"*] rén fu yu shl
too many staffs with licte to dw‘ have mure hands
than needed/ superfluous atafi
()\Rtﬂgﬂlll rén hur.'m ma jio ha
penpie busthng and horses neighing —a busy, prosper-
ous country scene N
[Al‘i}ﬂtﬁ) rén jian di yu |
a heil on earth : _I
[AZRHER Y rén jie diling |
a place propiticus for giving birth to gfeat'men
EARRATrén jin qi chi |

brmg everyune ’s ablllt}' (or talent) mto fu]l ];:rlewr
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[AETZ]rén kan ma 4

the men weary, and ‘their steeds spent — the entire
force was exhausted/ tired and exhausted

LA E &) rén midin shou xTn

‘have a man’s face but the heart of a beast —a beast in
human shape/ a brute in man’s shape/ a brute under a
human mask |

[AfMERYrén ming wéi qidn

one’s days (or hours) are numbered

[AETFEYrén md ya di

“no one dare harm me” —an arrogant boast
LA H 2 3HY rén pa chi ming zhd pa zhuang
fame portends trouble for men just as fatféning does
for pigs |
CAFREI6n qi wb qi
1 will take whatever others don’t want
[AEHET-Yrén gin j0 wang |
the man and his lute are both dead —moutn (or grieve)
over the dead at sight of his things left
LA fEitE A rén qing shi ga
the ways of the world/ wnrldly wisdom
LAt AT rén shan rén hai o

huge crawds of penple;’ a sea uf human beings/ a
wheatfleid of people -

U\ﬁﬂﬁ] rén shéng ding fei

noise and shouts in great ccl:nmol:lﬂnf a, hubbub of

—— ———— 4 —————— =
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voices/ cat’s (or Dutch) concert/ a boiler factory (or
works ) |

[A &4 3] rén shou rian féng
times of peace and prosperity/ people lead a happy and
peaceful life |

(ARG, CREMEY rén téng cT xin, xin  tong ¢
I'T
everybody feels the same about this

CAN7IE,. RAEPED rén wéi doo zo, wd wéi vl
rou ' -
be meat on sb's chuppmg block — be at sb's mercy

[ARE &Y rén wai yé:n qing
the words of the lowly carry 11tt1e (or no) weight

LA FCeEL. B F T A rén wa lign chi, bai shi k&
wéi |
if a man is dead to shame,he can do all sorts of evils .

[AFRRE ., 2FER]D rén wi yudn 1T, bl ydu jin
yﬁu_ | .
if a man is not far-sighted he is bound to encounter
difficulties in the near future

LA AFFE ] rén xin sud xiang | | ‘* R
* the dlrectmn of popular sentiment (or feelmg)/ accord
with the people’s will/ in terms Of pupular support/

"

the avowed feehngs of the people
[)\ru["]'ﬁ] rén xin mang béi

B
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the people are for or against/ who enjoys popular sup:
port/with whom popular sympathy lies/ the will of the
people
[AEEYrén yon ké wei
gossip is a fearful thing
[AWZE ) cén yang ma fan
men and horses all overturned — an utter de{éat;" men
and horses thrown off their feet — utterly routed
EA—CEYrén yijibai
if others succeed by making one ounce of effurt. I witl
make a hundred times as much effort
| LAZETFZEY rén yan yi yon
say what everybody says/ repeat word for word what
others say/ echo the views of others/ parrot
[ A2 %) rén zhT chang qing "
the way of the world/ what is natural and normal (in
human relationships)/ a constant occurrence in human
relationship ‘
[L.#A_.t:.ﬁfg'mﬁl rén zhé jidn rén, zhi  zh&
uﬂn zhi
the benevoleﬁt see benevolence and the’"wise'see wis-
dom —different people have dlfferent vlews
[{-%= XRYrén zhi yijin - o
do. everything called for by humanity and duty/ have
done everything which one may be called upon to do/
do what is hl.u'mmlg.lr posslble to help,’ exermse great ré-

-.H.; S

—~
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~ reach(or be at)the end Gf one’s fnrbearance;’ come to

« A
A

stramt and dﬂ one’s very best/ shcw extreme fnrbear—
ance/show the utmost tolerance and patience { to-
wards)/ the extreme patience and magnapimity/ ut-
most sincerity |
[EEAEY rén jun ba jin | ‘
cannot swallow a laugh/ cannot help smilinﬁ_f_simmer
with laughter
[ZSFA]Yrén qi tdn shéng
restrain one’s anger and keep silence/ swallow the hu-
miliation and insult/ swallow one’s pride and endure in
silence/ swallow the insults in meek sub-mis;sionl suf-
fer indignities without a protest/ pocket dne’s pride/
submit to humilation/ eat dirt
(2B E]Yrén rd f zhong
swallow humiliation and bear a heavy load / endure hu-
miliation. in order to carry out an important mission/
~discharge one’s duties conscientiously in spite of slan-
ders '

[(BXTE]rén wa k& rén _
‘the end of onels patience/ be drwen beyond the limits
of forbearance(or endurance)/ tax one’s patlence to
the limit/ exhaust sb’s patlence}' not to be endured any
longer/ beyﬂnd(nr past)endurance(nr all bearmg) / no

longer bearable

[bkﬁﬂijd rén zél zut} fn

—

take the foe for one’s father/ regard the enemy as kith
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and kln/ treat a th1ef as one’s fatherftake a filial atti-
tude towards the enem}r of the people

[E%Eﬁ] rén Jo rén yuan
work hard without cnmplamt! ﬁrurk harcl and not be
upset by criticism/ willingly bear the burden of office/
bear respnns:blhty and blame

[ERXRE. L AKTrén ping féng Igng qi, weén

Zu0 dido yO chudn

sit tight in the hshmg boat despite the rising wind and
WAaVES —hold one’s ground desplte pressure or opposi-
tion

[‘EEE;‘&E] rén qi zi Kd

let things run their course
[4F A 275 rén rén bai bu |
allow oneself to be ordered abOut/ be at. the mercy of
thers/ under sb’s thumb L

(‘E)\DE%] fan rén wéi qin

appoint people by favouritism/ cronyism . .

_[E)\Dgﬁ'] rén rén wéi xian .

appmnt penple on th,en' mel;lt/" appomt penplf: accord-
.ing to. thelr rnoral character and ablllt}r
[{iﬂi&ﬁ] rén zhbng dém yudn ,
the burden is heavy and mad is Iong—s,huulder he:w}r
respuns;bihtyf carry heavy requn_mblh:aes_ through
thick and thin ) | |

‘[Eﬂﬁm] ri bﬁl X1 shnn -
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“the sun i1s settmg beynnd (or behind) the western
hills” — declining rapidiy; nearing one’s end/ decline
like the setting sun/ in the evening of life/ in one’s lat-

¥

er days/ (like)the falling sun

[EARE ] i bo xia ji

fully occupied from morning to nlght;" ful[g,lr engaged
every day

[ERARIriiTyue &
accumulate day by day and month by month (or over a
long period)/ by slow but’ steady accumulatmn/ days
and months multiplying '

LEH® A4 jio yue fidng

days and months advancing — gradual prngressf dally :
progress and monthly advance
EEBEERPLYci Y wan ji |
attend to numerous affairs of state every day/ be occu-
pied with a myriad of state affairs/ busy with a myriad
affairs every day | '.
LB WE3FIri md th gidng’
the day is waning and the road is endmg-—%pprnachmg
'the end’ of one’s days/ be at the end of one’s rope/
reach(at) the eind of one’s tethér/ in oné s declme}' on
one’s last legs/ head for doom '
[E E=%3ri shang sdn gan
the sun is as high as three poles —the day is advanc-
ingsabout § or 9 a. m. / the sun is tree _[.')'crl:f_é high—it’s

™
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late in the ﬁorning (referring to getting up late)

I[85 #H B {E)ri shéng yud héng |
as the rising sun and the waxing moon —daily increas-
ing in prosperity

[IEEFARYri xIn yue yi

change rapldly/ change with each passmg t:lajr/ brmg
about new changes day after day/ never-ending
changes and improvements |

[EI BBx, ﬂ:ﬂﬂ‘iﬁ’.l ri yué jing llan. jiﬁng hé
xing di

as the sun and moon in the heavens.and the rivers
flow across the land — eternally unchangeablef the
ceaseless mmrement o{ the sun and moon m the skles,
as immutable as the rivers on the earth

[Eﬁﬁﬂ&]riyué o suﬁ | _
the sun and the 1 noon move back and forl:h like a shut-
tle — time flies

[%1&‘! ﬁ] réng hud gu'l

glory,splendnr,weaith and rank/' honm: and wealth;" |

o = T
LI i

LN BT

hlgh position and great wealth

ER Yt R Y rong gudng huﬁn fa s
glowmg (or bnmmmg) wut? Eealth/ w1th radlatmg

‘health? radiant beauty}’ in fme(nr pr&tt}' good) fettlef

. oA,
1.

energetic-looking /freshly
(=) i} réng hui guan 1ong -

achieve mastery through a cnmprehenswe stud:.r nf the

~
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subject/ be well versed in/ I:rrmg mgether and under-
stand tht:nrnt:.uughl},lr
LICin 3 4] rong ci zhui o
superfluous words/ redundant words/ (of writings )
verbose wording "' |
[imE—#Yr0 chd yTzhe
be exactly the same as/ be no dlfferent from /follow
the same pattern (or tra-::k)/ as if made in the same
mold/ be cut from the same cloth/ run in the same
grﬂﬂvé : | o -
LW ED rG T ér y1
that’s what it all adds up to

(ﬁnmﬂﬁztﬂ rd dud wii 1T wi zhdng
as if lost in a thlck fcgf utt«&rljwr mystlfled

[ im BN ¥ ) ra duod yﬂn hai

as if lost on a misty sea/ completely at a loss/ all at

+

sea
Cimik 48] ro & poo zhi

prepare | herbal .medicine I:uir the prﬁcnbe& methad —

follow a set pattemf folluw sult/ do aecnrdmg to in-
structions/ be modelled on

[#ﬁlﬁ:ﬂi'ﬁ) ra géng zai héu

) l:ke a flshbone gettmg stuck in the thrnat— gwe vent

to otie’s pent up feelmgs

fRBR)Y rd hi tidn vi o _ |
like a tiger that has grown wings — with rﬁiéht redou-
R I S L I T e S R L
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bled
Lim X i3 o hud ra i
flaring like fire set to dry tinde}/ like a }agiﬁg fire/
growing vigorously/ blazmg ancl powerful / fl'&l.'}"
[ EFEFrd hud zhi bf:‘m | |
as if one had found a treasure/ rejqice. over a
wind{all/ jump at sth as godsend/ seem to have hit the
jackpot
LB rh jTsi ke
as if thirsting or hungenng for sth/ Wlth great eager-
ness/ eagerly
[ 7ESL Y rd §ian zdi xaan
like the arrow on the bow — poised t::- stnke
CHB Lt Y ra jigo si qi
stick to each other like glue or lacquer/ rémain glued
‘to: sabh other 2 be deeply attached to eath nthﬂ
[ P ] ror16ng mir yang o
like a wolf shepherding sheep— (0{ maglhtrates) rule
the peap!e nppreswvely o o |
r[ﬁ]ﬁ{ﬁ@] rG 16ng s1 h L _
as ferocious as wolves and tlgers/ like cruel beaﬂts of
prey
[REREE] G 18I guan ér

reverberate like o thnl.um:luer}r plercmg one’s ear hke

thunder! have resnum:led in one s . ears (hke thunder)

[jﬂlﬁj{ﬁ] ra 1in do df
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as if facing a formidable enemy/ as if confronted by a

{formidable enemy/ tense as a cat humping its back
LY ra 1 b6 bing .

as if walking on thin ice/ treading on (or upon) eggs/

walking on (or upon) egg-shells -

{53188 ] rG méng chd xing

as “if awakenmg from a dream—cnme to reahze(trutha

T

error,ete. )

(iR S 885 ) r( nidio shiu san

flee helter-skelter/ be utter{}r routed
Cms hEY rd nio fd zhong

like an ox carrying a heavy load

LA T A2 $8) 10 vG WG rén zhi jing
like entering an unpeopled 1lm'ltd - 'n:‘eakmg all re-
sistence T '

iz 4t) ro song kao bi
wearing;a funeral face as if newly bnrtit,a{ hbih par-
ents/ look as if one had lost one’s parents+look utter
ly wretched/ be pathencally anxmus

-h

CaBE R ] i shi zhong o

as if relieved of (or from) a Eeavy burden(ﬂr lnad)/ as

_if a big load has been taken nff nne ’s min&/ heave a
| slgh of relief

CmE &2 Y ra shi jia zhen

as if enumeratmg one’s famﬂy treasures—very iarmhar
w:th one’s sub]ect/hke tellmg off one’s family trea-

surés —can spenk on a sub]ect w1th great fam;lmrlty
R ‘.
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[ﬁuﬁﬁg] rG tang wo xué |

llke melting snow by pnurmg hot water on lt‘““&ﬂSlly’
.done., . .

s B r0 yT f shan

{ike ants seeking sth rank-smelling —a swarm of peo-
ple running after unwheolesome things or leaning-on in-
fluéntial people for support

oM ] rG yi suan.pon

wmhl’ul tﬁmkmg/ the smug nverall calculatmns!wmh-

o

ful(nr smug) calculatmn |

LMY 10 ying sui xing

like the shadow following the person—very closel}r as-
societed with each other/{follow sb like (pr as)a shad-

. .

. o/ e a true reflection of what is. . b
ImfE K ro ya dé shul

like fish let into the water —happy in each bthier’s com-

pany or in"one’ natural element/like a fish in water/

“{of persons) get along with one another Swiﬁiming!y
[ UL %Y ra yuan yT chang | '
have one’s wish fulhlled;"obtaln (or get)ﬂne s w:shesf

| achleve what une wnshes/ obta!m what is cleslred / have

one’s wtll/fulfll one’s utmost ambttmns

[imAe&-85) ro zud zhén zhon

)

feel as if sitting on a bed of nmls—-—feel extremely un-'
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easy}' as if sitting on a splked rug —in an extremely
uncomfortable pc}s;tmn;’llﬁ(or sit)on'a bed of thorns/
be (o1 sit)on pins and needles/ be on the anxious bench
{or seat}/ be on tenterhooks/ like a cat on hot brtcksx’
like a hen on a hot girdle '
[3iEcm]) ri m&o yin xueé
eat animal flesh raw and drink its blood (or eat birds
and animals raw) —live the life of a primitive man
[F. KT ru xio wei gan
still smell of one’s mother’s milk —be }'ﬂung and inex-
penenced,’ one’s mouth is full of pap/ be wet {or not
dry ) behind the ears/ be unfledged/ babes and suck-
lings ‘
DRI Y 1o bo fa cho
‘indome cait’t cover outlay/ income fatling short of the
‘sxpenditure/ unable to make ends meet/ live beyond
one’s means | e A
LA EE#11r gud wen sd | . .
on,_gentering a country, inquire, about its qustnms/
learn about customs and habits of the c-m.]u‘:_Lt_ry#q_ng goes
e TR -. .
()\iil"lﬁlrﬂ jing wen nn

‘on entermg a country mqurre about the pruhlbitlnnsf

N

Ce
e

ask about taboos and bans upon arrlval in a fnrmgn

country

ASHIumosanten
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“enter well into the board” — (calligraphy ) i'naving
forceful strokes/ written in a forceful hand/(of ideas,
views ,observations) penetrating/ .pfof ound /keen
[AfFABEYd qing ra il '
be fair and reasonable/ fair and sensibie/perfectly logi-
cal and reasonable -
[A £H45) ra xiang sui s
do in Rome as the Romans do
K HHE) ruan ying jian shi
use both tdugh(nr hard) and soft tactics/ use both
_persuasinh and force (or coercion)/ combine hard tac-
tics with soft (or harsh and mild) ‘measures/ couple
threat with promises/ act tuugh and talk soft
(AL rui bu ké dang
cannot be checked (or be heid l::am:li:),?r be aq, lrremstlblnp

furce

[ﬂgéﬁ$ﬂ5] rul xud zhao ?Eng nian

_a fall of seasnnahle snow gives promlse 12:{ a frultful
)rearf' a timely snow promises A gt}od harvest/ wmter'
snow signifies a year of guod crupsf a snow year, a
good year

[ZRPEES ruo jf ruo Ii

be neither friendly nor aloof/ mamtaln a lqkewarm re-
lationship/ partly acceptmg,partly rejeptmg}' keep 'sb
at arm’s length/ hali- hearted

[?EEEEEE] ruo ming rud C:n )

S e
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have a blurred (or an indistinct) picture of/ have a
hazy notion about/have only a vague idea of sth
[EFIHE] rud wi qi shi
as if nothing had occurred/ remain mcllfferentfnoncha-
lant/ calmly/ casually
[EEATE.ERECEHEY rud ydo rén b zhi,cha 18 T
mo wei
if you do not want a thiﬁg to be known, the only way
is not to do it/the only way to keep people from know-
ing sth is not to do it/do not do it if you don’t want
others to know it/ what is done by night appears by
d.ay | |
GEERE B ruo yin rud xian
l:mu'tljar hidden and partly v:mb[ef appear mdlstmctly
[ﬁﬁ‘ﬁﬁe] rud ybu sud shi
feel as if sth were missing/ feel Inst/lnnk distracted
[ﬁﬁf}fﬁ] rud ydu sud si |
seem lost in thought/ as if deep in thought/" as if
thmkmg of sth/ look pensive
[ﬁﬂ'\'ﬁm] rud b ;In féng
(of a person) too frail (or weak) to stand a gust of
wind;’extremely delicate/ fragile .
[ﬁﬁ‘:ﬁz{] rud b sheng y1

too weak to béar the weight of the clothing

L5 f3R8 ) cud rou qidng shn

the weak are the prey to ‘the stmng——the law of the

e
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jungle/ the weak at the mercy of the strong/ the great
fish eat up the small/

[53&; SO LZMMIAERY st weng shimda, an zhi f&i fa
when the old man on the frontier lost his mare,who
could have guessed it was a blessmg in disguise? —a
loss may turn out to be a gain/ loss sometimes spells
gain/ nothing so bad as not to be good for sth

[= KW@ 1 san chang ligng dudn g
sth untoward/ "unexpected misfortune/sth unfortu-
nate ,esp. death/ unhappy events

[+ 272F)son cun bl 14 zhT'shé
sb’s eloquence/ Chave) a mlver tongue o

[E&FEKk)sonfanwoci =~
again and agam/ tlme and agam/ over and over again/

Faa

repeatedly
(E1M8EE. 6 R—TiE®R] san gé chou pl udng*
hé chéng yT gé& zhd g& Ilélng

three cobblers with their wits combmed woulcf equal
Zhuge Llang the masdter inind — the wisdom of the
masses exceeds that of the wisest individual/ two

heads are hetter than one
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= EFFEY san gi mao |
make three calls at the thatched cnttage—repeatedlf
request sb to take up a responsible post/ repeated and
whole-hearted invitation

[= 4R A7) san 0 hbud bu 1 f bdn hang
can hardly open one’s mouth without talking shop/
talk about one’s own trade from the cutset of a conver-
sation/ talk shop all the time/ always the trade
talk

(=4 R #B)san ling wl shan
repeated orders and mstructmns/ repeated injunctions

(= AFF LA RIFY sOn rén x g bl ydu wd shi
if three of us are walking together ,there will certamly
be a teacher fnr me

[ =M®FE) san san liang Itdng
in small crowds/ in twos and threes

[=4F 3] son shéng ydu xing

the good fortune of thrge lives— consider oneself most
fortunate (to make sb%s acquaintance)/ a fortunate
meeting ' |
[--‘l‘?“ﬁl‘ iEbe:i‘l‘] San shi lig ji, zdu wei
shang i,

. of the thlrty—six plans,runmng away is the bem-—the
best thing to do now is to quit/ denampmg is the best
of the thirty-six stratagems

(=B Wi77Y san sT ér x ing
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think thrice before you act/ look before you leap/
score twice before you cut once
[==XiITHE,.FAXEAM]Y san tian da yu.lidng tiagn shai
wdang
spend three days fishing and two days dryving nets —
work by fits and starts/ go fishing for three days and
~ dry the nets for two—lack of perseverance
(=378 san téu lia bl
with three heads and six arms —superhuman
[={E—K) san wei yTt7 -
trinity /three forming an organic whole/three elosely
related /three welded into one/three in one
[=H 25 son wia chéng qun
‘in threes and fours/ in knots
[=A4—#) stan xin &r yi
have (be in or be of ) two minds/ a changeable mind/
be double-minded/ be many-minded/ shilly- shall;r/un-
decided /half-hearted
[=FPiE]) san yan tiang yo
a few words spoken/in a few words/ in one word or
two/in short
[=RE&BIrY san 20 ding i
divided into three opposing parts
{# =8 ] san bing you yong
stragglers and disbanded soldiers

- [EAE W] sang han lud po
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be driven to distraction/ be frightened out of one’s life
[#F& 1) sang jid zhT gdu

stray (disowned or homeless) dogs (or curs)
[ERXR]Ysong jin tian lidng

utterly devoid of conscience/ conscienceless/ heartless

[ 3% 2% [E 1 sang quan ra gud

humiliate the nation and forfeit its sovereignty/ sur-
render a country’s sovereign rights under humiliative

ternis/ national betrayal
[ 0853E Y sang xTh bing kudng
be seized with crazy ideas.losing all balance of judge-
ment/have cracked brains /frenzied /unserupulous
(%L FF1£) sdo 1ou néng =1
(of a woman) stroke one’s hair in coquetry/ be coquet-
tish
[RARLLL R ¥ sdo di yijin
with all swept into the dust/ make a clean sweep
(éa fr IEE) sé i néi rén
firm in the countenance,but weak inside/ fierce of vis-
age (or mien) but faint of heart/be tough-looking out-
side but really timid within/forcible-feeble
[ZFH£]Ys8n lud wan xiang .

myrtiads of things/ everything under the sun
{54 18 i) shd hui ma giang

make a bhackward thrust at one’s pursuer/wheel
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arouﬁd and hit back

[5XHER]) sha jT qd ludn
kill the hen to get alt its eggs/ kill the goose that lays

the golden eggs

[ 5 F4& ] sha j7 xid héu

kill the chicken to frighten the monkey — punish sb as
a warning to others

[ E 4 711 <ha jT yan ydng nia dao

what’s the need for using a large knife to kill a fowl? /
why should one break a butterfly (or flyJupon (or on)
the wheel? /is it necessary to use a steam-hammer to
crack nuts? / how could people use a sledge-hammer
on a gnat?

(RS M) sha qi téng téng

have plenty of fight in one/ with a murderous look on
one’s face/be out to kill/ see things bloodshot/ belli-
cose 2

(5 AARMY sha rén b jian xue
kill without spilling blood/ kill by subtle means/ de-
stroy a person by smooth strategy

(3 AFEZIRY sha rén bu zhd yan ‘

slaughter people without blinking an eye/kiil without
batting an eyelid/ murder sb in cold blood/ be trigger-
crazy/ bloodthirsty

[4 A K O] shd rén mie kdu
kill all so that there won’t be any eye-witness left
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L5 A0 #RY sha rén rd ma
kill people like flies/ commit innumerable murders
4 ABEHE )Y shd rén yue hud
kill a person and seize his goods/ (of robbers) murder
for property
[ 5 %1=) sha shén chéng rén
die to achieve virtue —die for a just cause/ sacrifice
one’s life to preserve one’s integrity
[R—REYshd yi jing bai
execute one as a warning to a hundred/ punish one as
an example to others
(30 Hig42)shd 11tdo jin B .
wash grains of gold cut of the sands — extract the es-
sential from a large mass of material/ get a small re-
turn from great effort
{8 Y sha téu sha nao
foolish-looking/ muddle-headed
[AE 23 4] sha fei ki xin
cudgel (or rack) one’s brains/take great pains/be at
great pains/with much ado/painstakingly /laboriously
K& 7K1 ) shan-gdo shuT chéang
high as mountains and long.as rivers —one’s nobility or
reputation lasts forever/(in praise of one’s)deep grace
and {riendly sentiment

[ R 4L shan nan hai bei

south of the mountains and north of the seas—far and
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wide/ all over the land
[ 7K 35 ] shan ging shui xiu
green hills and clear waters — picturesque scenery/

green mountains and blue waters — beautiful country
scene
113552 Y shan gidng shui jin

where the mountains and rivers end — at the end of
one’s rope (means. tether or resources)/be at one’s
wit’s end/be on one’s bones/ be at one’s last shift/be
at low-water mark

(LR #k K RE#EY shan va yo 14 1Bng man 16u
the wind sweeping through the tower heralds a rising
storm in the mountains/ the rising wind forebodes the
coming storm/ the turbulent wind precedes the moun-
tain storm/ the gale is raging and the storm is about to
burst
[ 23 48] shan zheén hdi cud
delicacies from land and sea/ dainties of all kinds
RS Y shan fan jiv jian
simplify sth by cutting out the superfluous
[ ¥R 33R 1 shan shan tai chi
be slow in coming/ be late
[ R &5 & § shan féng dian hud
inflame and agitate people/ fan (up) the fire (or
flames ) /fan up evil winds and flames/stir up trouble

and create splits/blow the coals/instigate
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[R5 % ) shan shud qi ci

speak evasively/evade issues/dodge about ( or
around) /hedge/ non-committal

(& Z2H k] shan bé gan xiu
let it go or give up lightly/leave the matter at that/ let
it go at that

[ 15328} shan shi shan zhdng
begin well and end well /have a good beginning and a
good ending/ do well from start to finish/ see sth
through

[¥%5XB,E5EH)shan ydu shan bdo, &  ydu
& Dbdo
good will be rewarded with good, and evil with evil/
good has its reward and evil has its recompense

[&E H i) shan zi wél méu
good at taking care of oneself

[ EB<F) shan ti zhi shou
be absent frem one’s poét without leave/ leave one’s
post without permission

L% R4 45 ) shang féng bai sd
offend public decency/ pervert the manners and cus-
toms/ corrupt public morals/ injurious to public
morality

[ &3] shang LEN hai i
do things pffensive to God and reason —extremely sav-

age ,cruel and brutal
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L5 514 B 1 shang 16 f8n ming
be strict and fair in meting out rewards and punish-
ments

[%.0:4 H Y shang xin yug ma
find the scenery pleasing both the eve and the mind

[FARFEX. TAEHY shang ba zhud tidn,xia bo zhud
di
be suspended in mid-air

[ Ei& T % ¥ shaing chéin xid jido
fawn upon one’s superiors and look down upon those
below /flatier those in high positions and despise those
of lower ranks/ snobbish

[ FBkY shang cudn xid tidgo
run around on sinister errands/run c¢landeéstine errands
up and down the line

[ERRIETRE]Y shang liang ba zhéng xid liGng wai
if the upper beam is not straight, the lower ones will
go aslant—when those above behave unworthily.those
below will do the same/ if the upper beam is croocked
the lower ones are out of plumb — people follow the
example of those in high positions/ fish begins to stink
at the head

[ERTE . A MY shang tian wa 10,1d di wi mén
there is no road to the heaven and no door into the
earth — no way of escape/ in desperate straits/help-

less ,nowhere to turn
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[ X hRR, TXid$ Z#h]) shang wi pian wa, xia wi
chd zhé&n zhi di

have neither a tile over one’s head nor a speck of land
under one’s feet to stick a needle (or an awl) —as poor
‘as a church mouse

[ETHF]shang xia qi shdu

practise fraud/ manceuvre {or some evil end

[ 47 F %] shang xing xid xidio

those in subordinate positions will follow the example
set by their superiors/ the doings of superiors are imi-
tated by inferiors/ if a leader sets up a bad example,it
will be followed by his subordinates/ those below fol-
low the(usu, bad) example of those above/the inferi-
ors imitate the superiors

ERYZAENHE Y shao zong ji shi

transient/fleeting

[958 ) shao an wit zGo

take it easy,don’t make a fuss/ please calm down a lit-
tle and do not get excited/don’t be impatient/ wait for
a while

[/ £ ] shdo jidn dud gudi
having seen little,get excited easily/ consider sth re-
markable simply because one has not seen it before/
comment excitedly on a commonplace thing (out of ig-
norance or inexpeﬁence)/ things seldom seen are (re-
garded as) strange/shocked through lack of experi-
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ence/ ignorant
[A4-3L LB ] shao téu wa wii
imperfect/ unfinished
[/ X EHE] shao bd géng shi
young and little-experienced/ green
(/04 ¥ /K] shao nién 180 chéng
have an old head on young shoulders/ a young person
lacking in vigour and drive
(RS B HE] shao zhuang ba nb H, 180
dd td shdng bai
if one doesn’ exert oneself in youth,one will regret it
in old age/ laziness in youth spells regret in old age/
to idle away the timme in youth will leave sorrow in(or
at) age/ idle young ,needy old
[EW\A]) shé bi chan {ido
talk till one’s tongue and lips are parched/wear oneself
out in pleading,expostulating ,etc.
L& 22 K) shs b&n zhu mo

attend to trifles to the neglect of essentials/ grasp the

shadow instead of the essence

(&858, BB T ] shé dé yi shén gud,
gan ba hudng di I1a xid ma

he who is not afraid of death by a thousand cuts dares
to unhorse the emperor
(&2 AJ shé jTjic rén

sacrifice one’s life to save others
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(&2 8 AN Yshe T weirén
sacrifice one’s own interests for the sake of others/
risk one’s life for others/ self-sacrifice

[&km]) shé jin gid yudn
sacrifice the near for the distant/ seek far and wide for
what lies close at hand/ go for the abstruse and forget
the obvious

[E3F{F ] shé i b&io shudi
give up a rook to save the king (in chess) —make mi-
nor sacrifices to saleguard major interests

&4 5 % ) she shang qo yi
lay down one’s life for a just cause/ sacrifice oneself
for justice/ die for principle/ prefer honor to life

[+ 4 =% ] shé shéng wang sT
disregard one’s own safety/ risk one’s life

[ 5 42 #h] she shén chi di
put oneself in sb else’s position/ be considerate/ look
at sth from the angle of others

[ 5 4Z 3R] shén bai ming lié
lose all standing and reputation/ bring disgrace and
ruin upon oneself/ be utterly discredited/ one’s per-
sonal reputation is ruined

(5 2] shén bu you ji
lose one’s balance (or control)/ constrained by circum-

stances/ in spite of oneself

L& #rEfig) shen jia bai béi
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have a big rise in sacial status/ skyrocket to fame
[&85KT 5 2] shén jido shéng ya yan jido

practice {or example) is better than precept
[BEHEY shen Lin gl jing

personally go through situation/ be personally on the

sCene

[ & 38 /14 ]) shen giang 1§ zhudang
(of a person) strong/ tough/ sturdy

&4k F147) she&n ti 1 xing
earnestly practise what one advocates/ practise what
one preaches/ set an example by personally taking
part

L[5 702 4 shen wai zhi wi
external things/ mere worldly possessions

{ & &+ %) shén xian shi zo
lead one’s men in a charge/ charge at the head of one’s
men

[EEJR/DPAHNE]Y shén zai o zhdng bd zhT fa
growing up in happiness,one often fails to appreciate
what happiness really means/ not appreciate the happy
life one enjovs

[ZE A3 shen bu ké cé

have no bottom/ fathomless/ plumbless/ abysmal

[E 8 &8’ ) shén cang rud xa

be modest about one’s talent or learning/ not be given

to boasting or showing off
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[FE 1R Y sheén chéu da hen
have a dead (immense,bitter and deep-seated or pro-
found) hatred for/ great enmity and deep hostility

[ 22 §2 ) shan géng ban ye _
at dead of night/in the depth of might/the midnight
hours

LR 2 ) shén gdu gao &
deep trenches and high ramparts —strong defence

[AEERE) shén jd jidn chd
dwell in deep seclusion and rarely come cut/live in the
seclusion of one’s own home/ live with few social con-
tacts/ live a secluded life/ live in solitude

[ AE X ) shen ming dd yi
know clearly the right thing to do and the principles to
follow/be deeply conscious of the rightecusness of a
cause

[ERIREER )Y shén mou yudn I |
think deeply and plan carefully/ be circumspect and
far-sighted/ farseeing and thoughtful/ foresighted

[ EE ) shén qing hou yi
profound sentiments of friendship

[FE ¥ Y] shén ra qidn chi
(of articles or speeches) be described penetratingly
with simple language/ explain the profound in simple
terms '

[HE A A Y shan ro rén xIn
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win support amor the people/ capture the hearts of

" the people/ strike root in the hearts of the people/
strike fire into one’s heart/ strike a deep chord in the
hearts of the people /find its way deep into the hearts
of the people

L& LE$K] shén shan 140 Hin
remote,thickly forested mountains

[ S ¥ E]) shén sTsha i
deep and careful consideration/ long deliberation/ pon-
der deeply{(over) /chew the cud/ cogitative

[ & A #1]) shén wén zhdu nda
(of feudal officials. judges, etc. ) use every means to
have an.innocent person pronounced guilty/ convict sb
by deliberately misinterpreting the law/frame up and
punish severely

[F W) shen wi tong jué
hate deeply/ cherish an undying (a bitter .implacable or
deep-seated )} hatred for/ hate like poison/ abhor/ de-
test

UPe 40, A 3] shén bu zhi,gui bd jue
unknown to god and ghost — (do sth) without anybody
knowing it/ in great secrecy

CRrRZE2E) shén i yi vl
glowing with health and radiating vigour/ brim over
with health and spirits/ brim with energy and vitality/

beaming and bupoyant in spirits/ as fit as a fiddle/in
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pretty good fettle
[#HR|]Y shén chid gui mo
come and go like a shadow/ appear and disappear mys-
teriously/ alert and quick
[# T 58 %] shén gong guT fu
extraordinary as if done by the spirits/ supernatural
{or uncanny) workmanship/ superlative craftsmanship
Uil H ] shén had qi shén
miraculous/ fantanstic/ wonderful
LR AR ] shén han dian dao
be infatuated/ be out of one’s mind/ one’s mind is con-
fused by/ be carried away with/ be mad about (sb)/
enrapt '
OS5 ) shén jT mido suan
wonderful foresight/ ability to divine the unknown
{3+ RY shén qi shi zu
put on grand airs/ very arrogant
[ B MY shén mido mo cé
so subtle as to be difficult to guess what comes next
[# €& 53] shén seé zirud
be perfectly calm and collected/ show composure and
presence of mind
[# B 55127 shén sT hudng ha

in confused state of mind/ be distracted
[#%38 XY shén 1dng guding do

have far-reaching supernatural power/ be infinitely re-
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squrceful

(&0 BE 4] shén shi dub shi

judge the hour and size up the situation

[H 3% 4L ] shen xiao chén shang
the dust and din of sh fill the air/ making a lot of
noise/ cause a temporary clamour

[# B &) shéng gudn fa cdi |
win promotion and get rich/ (be out for)power and
money

[F#E A ZE])sheng tang ro shi
pass through the hall into the inner chamber — have
profound scholarship/ become highly proficient  in
one’s profession

[ 4 ##EE ] sheng ban ying tao
copy mechanically in disregard of specific conditions/
copy mechanically and apply indiscriminately/ apply or
copy mechanically

(£ 3hi% i8] sheng dong hué pd
vivid. and vigorous/ lively

(414 %) shang hud mido bl
(straight-from) a gifted pen/ (written with) a graphic -
pen .

L4 35 Ak ] sheng 13 hud ché |
drag sb out to do sth by {orce as well as by persua-

sion/ stretch the meaning (in speaking)

(4231 shéng 11 si bié
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eternal separation between loved ones in life or death/
part neverio meet again/ part for ever

K4 R 5] shang ling to tan
the people are amid mire and charcoal —in great dis-
tress/ the people are plunged into an abyss of misery/
people in great affliction

L[4 #3%% T sheng 16ng hub hi
doughty as a dragon and lively as a tiger/ brimming
(or bursting) with energy/ full of vim and vigour/be
alive and kicking/ with furious energy

4 k&R BIR] sheng mT zhii chéng sha fan
the rice is already cooked — what’s done can’s be un-
done

{44 $h3%h] sheng qi b6 bs
dynamic and vigorous/ alive with activity/ alive and
kicking/ full of life (or vitality)/ bhe vivid with life/
like a steam eﬁgine/ spirited

[ 4 T 2F]) shang shd yi dub
hold power over sb’s life and property/ have sb com-
ptetely in one’s power

[ FEFE 1) shéng sT cin wang
question of survival or not/ question of living or dy-
ing/ life or death/ life-and-death |

{4 F i3] sheng sT yGu guan
(a matter of) life and death/ (a matter of) vital impor-
tance/ life-or-death
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[4£ FEH] shéng tin hud bb
swallow sth raw and whole — accept sth uncritically/
gulp down wuncritically/ transplant indiscriminately/
force an interpretation of text without understanding/
skin alive

(& FHE, 7T KSK]) sheng yo ydu huan, si  yd
an e
life springs from sorrow and calamity, death comes
from ease and pleasure

[ A {&H7aY sheng ddng jT xT
make a feint to the east but attack in the west/ pre-
tend to attack the east while attacking the west/ shoot
at a pigeon and kill a crow/ look one way and row an-
other/ make a feint

[ HEHATY shéng 18 ji xia

shedding tears while speaking/ in a tearful voice

[ R#H]) sheng ming lang i
with a bad reputation/ fall into disrepute/ one’s repu-
tation is ruined/ notorious/ disreputable/ unsavory

[EfGRF)shéng se jali

severe {(or stern) in voice and countenance

[ 3% XY sheng shi hao da

-
great in strength and impetus/ a large-scale/ mam-

moth/ influential / grand .

(A0 /7181 sheng sT 11 jie

shout cheself hoarse/ shout oneself blue in the face/
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shout at the top of one’s voice
BRI ) shéng wei dd zhén
gain great fame and high prestige/ gain resounding
fame _
[&821& A Y shéng chi jidn yong
live frugally
(R0 T3 42 2 8 ) sheng bai ndi bing jiG zhT chang
defeats or victories are ordinary things to a general
[RE A B, W12 shéng bu jido ,bdi bi néi
not dizzy with success,nor discouraged by failure/ not
puffed up by success.undismayed by failure
[HE4E 46 £R ] sheng rén ya kuai

equal to the task/ very competent at job/ be well qual-
ified |

{84 —itY sheng ji yTshi
prevail for a time/ be in faghion in one’s time (61’ for a
tine) /be all the rage at the moment

(822 T,.HELEERIY sheng ming zhT xia,qi shi ndn
fa
it is hard to live up to a great reputation

[RS8 A1 shéng. qi ling rén
be pushy and overbearing/ carry an arrogant air/ put
on airs and browbeat others/ lift up one’s horn/ get ui::
on one’s hind legs/ arrogant/ domineering

[ 1% % 20) sheng qing nan que

he ungracious not to accept sb’s invitation/ difficult to
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refuse such kindness
[5%% %] sheng shudi rong rd
prosperity and decline ,glory and humiliation/ rise and-
fall/ the ups and downs/ vicissitudes of life
[P H8EEF ) shT héng bidn yé
a field littered with corpses
[Pz E%E] shi wei su can |
hold down a job without doing a stroke of work/ get
pay without doing any work/ neglect the duties of an
office while taking the pay/ hold a sinecure job and eat
white rice '
[ W& L h 2 8) shibai zhé chéng gong zhi md
failure is the mother of success
[:B%E ] shi hiun iud pod
be driven to distraction/ be scared out of one’s wits
(22 FRB. 2] shi zh1 dong ya,shdu zhT sdng
yu -
lose at sunrise and gain at sunset — make up on the
roundabouts what you lose on the swings/ what one
loses on the swings one gets back on the roundabouts
K5z 328 ] shizhT jiGo bi
lose (opportunity or sth) close at hand/ fail to meet sb
by a narrow chance/ miss sth very desirable/ miss 2
good chance

[ & 354 1 shi cht wa ming

. dispatch troops without a just cause/ send army out
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without a righteous cause/ there is no excuse for the
campaign

V.G 8 Y shi xin zi yong

self-opinionated

[V B 51 shT zhi wéi zhuding

an army fighting for a just cause has high morale/ a
troop fighting for the just is invincible

[+ %7 # ] shi & bo she

’guilty beyond forgiveness/ guilty of unpardonable
evil/ unpardonable crime

[+ B, +FH1EI shi mo sud shi, shi  shdu
sud zh¥ '
with many eyes watching and many fingers peinting —
one cannot do wrong without being seen/ all eyes see
it and all fingers point to it—useless to hide

[+# 1381 shind jiu wén

nine chances (or cases) out of ten/ 90 percent sure/
practically certain/ the matter is well in hand/ ten to
one/ in the bag

[+sEFEH ] shi niGn han chudng

persevere in one’s long-term studies in spite of hard-
ships .

(4R A, BER AT shi nién sha md,bdi nian sho
rén

it takes ten years to grow trees but a hundred years to

. bring up a generation of good men
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[-4-13%Y shi quan shi méi
be perfect in every way/ be flawless and perfect/ leave
nothing to be desired/ be all it should be/ the pink of
perfection/ the acme of perfection
[+ H,2) shi shi jib kdng
nine houses out of ten are deserted —a scene of desola-
tion after a plague or war when the population is deci-
mated/ almost all (nine-tenths) houses empty after
raid/ nine out of ten houses are stripped bare
[+ 7 :k8)Yshi wan hud ji
extremely urgent/ most emergent/ posthaste
CELA#E]Y shichén da hai
like a stone dropped (or sunk) into the sea—it disap-
pears forever (or it has produced no reaction)
(A FR] shi po tian jing
devastating {(opinion or event)/ a great concussion or
shock/ earth-shattering and heaven-battering/ re-
markably original and forceful {music.writing,etc. )
iR &# 5878 ) shishi wd zhé wei jun jié
whosoever understands (the signs of ) the times is a
great man/ he is wise who understands the times/
those who suit their actions to the times aré wise/ a
brave man knows how to bow to circumstances/ time- |
servers are clever
[ifsg-E 3 shi td 190 mdo

an old horse which knows the way —a person of rich
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experience/a wise old bird

(it AT L] shi ba k& shi

must not lose the opportunity

(8 7 &7 shi bu wd dai
titme and tide wait for no man

[+ R 5) shi bu wd yi
time is running out/ lost time is never found again

(B9 7 dpr B Y shi gudi ming jian
have bad luck in life/ be born under an evil star/one’s
sun is set/ be down on one’s luck/ ill-fated /unfortu-
nate

(a3 gL B ] shi shi zdo yIng xiong
the times produce their herces

[t #8454 5 ) shi yi s yi
customs change with the passage of time — other
times ,other manners

R E] shishi gid shi
seek truth from facts/get the truth by verification of
the facts/ be practical and realistic/ 'in a fruthseeking
way/ based on facts/ true to facts/ down-to-earth
spirit

{3 & A BK]Y shi jin bo meéi
not pocket the money one picks up/ return the money
found

33 AR ) shi rén ya hut

pick up phrases from sb and pass them off as one’s
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own/ offer another’s ideas as one’s own/steal others’
ideas (or sayings)/ pick up what others say or write/
plagiarize

(& W A4k] shi ér bu hud

eat without digesting —read without understanding

[& 3 A 1LY shi gu bu hua
read ancient teachings without digesting them — be
slave to the ancients/swallow ancient learning without

. digesting it/be pedantic

[ FEEE]shirou qin pi
want to eat his flesh and sleep on his hide —swear re-
venge

[& & mAEY shi yan ér féi
“eat one’s words” — fail to live up to promise/fail to
make g-:n;:d one’s promise/break faith with sb/break a
promise/be worse than one’s word/go back on one’s
word/swallow one’s words

[P LB ) shT wid qidn (i |
without precedent in history/unprecedented in histo-
ry/without parallel in history/without {or beyond)ex-
ample /unheard of

[2% O #E8] shi kou d7 tai

refuse. to admit even unto death/flatly deny/never ad-

1
H

mitted
[ EF3£])Y shT zhi ba yi

vow to adhere to one’s chosen course/swear will never
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change
(52 98]) shi zhong bu xie
forever strive without cease

(4585 i) shi zhdng ba ya
unswervingly/ consistent/ steadyfast

[ 423 —1 sh¥ zhong ra y1
the same from beginning to end/ consistent/ con-
stant/ persistent

[t - TS, R478 0 A) shi shang wi nan shi,zhi
pd ydu xin rén
nothing in the world is difficult for one who sets his
mind to (or on) it/ nothing is impossible to a willing
heart/ where there is a will, there is a2 way/ it is
dogged that does it

(it L) shi shi dai dai
for generations/ from generation to generation/ gen-
eration after generation

[ttt &5 45 3) shi tai yén liang
inconstancy (or fickleness) of human relationships/
the way of the world .now hot.now cold

it S 8L shi wai 1o yuon
the Land of Peach Blossoms — a fictitious land of
peace ,away from the turmoil of the world/ a haven of
peace |

LA RY shi ér ba jian
look but see not/ shut one’s eyes to/ tarn a blind
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eye to .
[N, %A AR shi ér b jian.ting &r bu wen
look but see not,listen but hear not/ look at but not
pay attention to, listen to but hear nothing
(MR shird bi xT
regard as worn-out shoes/ cast aside as worthless
[WiRREH) shird kdu chdu
regard (or look upon) sb as one's enemy
¥ T8 shirud wi do
take no notice of what has been seen/ shut one’s eyes
to (or against)/ turn a blind eye to _
[RFEMEY shisTrd guT
lonk.upon death as going home/ look death calmly in
the face/ face death unflinchingly (or with equanimi-
ty)/ take death calmly (*like going home”™)}/ defy
death
[IRIE JLRY shi téng &r x|
consider as mere children’s play/ treat (a serious
matter) as a trifle/ trifle with
3L/ 8% A X shi tong i rén
regard as a stranger
[ Ei&]) shi wei wei td
regard as dangerous/ be afraid to undertake! keep
away from sth
(W54 ]) shi wéi zhi jT

regard as a good friend
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[ A d24] shi bu k& dang
be irresistible/ come down like a brick/ carry all (ev-
erything or the world) before one/ overwhelming

[ RFE) shibo liang ti
impossible for both to exist together/ one of the two
must be destroyed/ irreconcilably hostile to each oth-
er/ mutually exclusive/ completely incompatible/ di-
ametrically. opposed to/ extremely antagonistic/ im-

placable hostility/ at the opposite pole to/ irreconcil-
able

255 ] shi chéng qi ha
in the position of one riding a tiger —unable to get
down and dangerous to go on
(8 38 ] shi jan 1T dF
match each other in strength/ be evenly matched/ be
all square/ be in an equilibrium/ a Roland for an O-
liver/ nip and tuck (or nip-and-tuck )/ equal (or
even) scale
3@k 1Y shi cG pd zhi
like splitting a bamboo — easily overcome all obsta-
cles/ press on irresistibly from a commanding height/
. like a hot knife cutting through butter/ with irre-
-sistible force
(B’ F ] shi yon xan tidn «
one’s position and power dominate the world like
flame darkening the sky

[0 2097 Y shi zai bi xing
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be imperative (under the ecircumstances’)

[Fh4%]) shi ban gong bei ‘
get twice the result with half the effort/ half the
work with double the result

[¥{%2]) shi bei gdong ban
get half the results with double the effort/ do twice
the work with half of results

[FH 4048 % ) shi bi gdong gin
see (or attend) to everything oneself/ take care of ev-

ery single thing personally
[(HRXE . HHEER) shibuguan ji, gdo gao gud
qrl
let things drift if they do not affect one personally
[F AR shibu yi chi
one must lose no time in doing it/ we must attend to
the matter immediately/ the matter brooks no delay
I¥X 4 HEYshi chd ydu yin
there is good reason for it/ it is by no means acciden-
tal/ where there’s reek, there’s heat/ every why has
a (or its) wherefore .
IRt Fa@maEY shi fdi jing gud ba zhT nan
you never know how hard a task is until you have
done it yourself
[T 3% 5F ] shi guo jing qian
the incident is over and the circumstances are differ-

ent/ the matter is past and the situation has changed
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[¥)5iE B3] shi hou zhi gé lidng
claim wisdom after the event
[32 B F A BEY shi shi sheng yo xiong bion
facts speak louder than words
I3 5KE) shi yh yudn weéi
things gﬁ contrary to one’s wishes/ events do not
happen as one wishes/ things go athwart
[$7E A ] shi zai rén wéi
it all depends on human effort/ man is the determin-
ing factor in doing things
CRIERE Y shi fai qo zhi
rights and wrongs/ truth and falsehood/ merits and
demerits
[RIEABLAK]Yshifei zi ydu gdng Han
the public will judge the rights and wrongs of a case/
the public is the best judge
LR rdE45 1 shi g f8i jin
denounce the present and praise antiguity/ praise the
past to condemn the present '
[RE[Z,UARTE] shiké rén,sho bu ké rén
if this could be endured, what else may not? / if this
can be tolerated, what cannot? / how can this be tol-
erated?
[ B 2 A] shimi yi dai

wait and see/ on the alert/ watchful

&G A #i¥1) shi cai do wu
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rely on one's own skill (or ability) and loock down
upon others/ self-conceited and insolent on account
of one’s ability/ be inordinately proud of one’s abili-
ty/ be conceited and contemptuous

U3 8 ) shi giGng ling ruo
use one’s strength to bully the weak

GEEH Y shi dé qi fan
run counter to one’s desires/ lead to just the oppo-
site/ accomplish the very opposite/ be just the oppo-
site of what one wishes/ be just the reverse/ on the
contrary

iS5 H &) shi féeng gi hui
happen to be present at the right moment

LiEE mitk]) shi k& ér zhT
stop before going too far/ know when or where to
stop/ stop where you reach the limit/ ‘be satisfied
with what is proper/ not overdo it/ a little wind kin-
dles, much puts out the fire

V& 7 i #£ ] shi shd chéng xing
biﬁodthirsty}’ bloodsucking

[8 7= tk] shi bo b xid
swear not to stop (or rest)

(& A®ir] shibu lidng 11
swear not to coexist with one’s enemy/ resolve to de-
stroy the enemy or die in the attempt/ be irreconcil-
able |

[EFEAR ) shisTbu er
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swear to be loyal forever
[ 8 % shi gi mo ji
it’s too late to repent
L1t% [5] K% iy 3 shdu bui chéng ming
countermand an order/ revoke a command
[FFE#] shou b shi juan
be unwilling to put down the book in one’s hand/al-
ways have a book in one’s hand/ be a diligent reader/
be very studious
[FF%5Ex ) shdu dao bing chu
(in praise of a doctor’s skill) sickness retires at his
“touch
[3 2E]) shdu i yan kudi
quick of eye and deft of hand/ dexterous/ adroit
[ H289EL Y shdu mang jido luan
busy and bustling without order or method/ running
around in circles/ in a great bustle/ be thrown into
confusion/ in a frantic rush/ in a muddle
[F X~T#]) shdu wd cun tidé

bare-handed/ unarmed/ defenseless

[FE &> 1) shou wi f0 jTzhT i

lack the strength to truss up a chicken —too feeble/

too weak

[F5 2 i5) shou wi 24 ddo

dance with {or for) joy

[F EXH]) shdu za wi cud
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have no room to put one’s hands and feet —at a loss

what to do/all in a fluster/ disconcerted/ perplexed
[=F O W] shou kdu rd ping

keep the mouth shut like a bottle —breathe not a sin-

gle word/ keep one's tongue between one's teeth/ be

tight-mouthed/ be tight-lipped/ be secret as the

grave/ (as ) dumb (or close) as an oyster

[=F#kE %) shou zhao dai ta

stand by a stump waiting fof more hares to dash
themselves against it —trust to chance and windfalls/
wait for gains without pains

[ 2 H 1] shdu dang qi chéng
be the first to he af{ec'tedf. stand in the breach/ bear
the brunt

(&8 —#8) shou qo yT zhi-
come first on the list/ be second to none/ top the
world (in a certain respect)

[& B F%] shdu shid liang duan

be in two minds/ be undecided in course of action/
shilly-shally s
L& B AH Y ] shdu wai xiang ying
beginning and end correspond with each other
[ .85t ] shou b ndan shan
“may you live as long as the southern mountain”

‘({ormula of birthday congratulations?) .

[ %5 # i ) shou zhdng zhéng gin

——— — — T =
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different to/ ignore

(38 5280 Y sho didgn wang zi
give all the historical facts except those of one’s own
ancestors/ forget one’s own origins/ be ignorant of
the history of one’s own country/ forget one’s ances-
tors or ancestral tradition

(3 —% =) shi yishit &r
count at the top, among the best/ count as one of the
very best/ ranking very high

L& H-F3] shit mi con guang
a mouse can see only an inch—see only what is under
one’s nose/ see no further than one’s nose/ (as)
short-sighted as mice

[ F.B7 5725 shi gie gdu dao
fileh like rats and snatch like dogs —play petty tricks
on the sly

[& AR H] sht quén féi ri
in Sichuan dogs bark at the sun (because it’s a rare
sight 1n that misty region) — an ignorant person
makes a fuss about sth which he alone finds strange

[ F-#55] sho shdu dai bi
fold one'’s hands and await destruction/ wait for
death with tied hands/ wait for one’s doom with fold-
ed arms/ wait helplessly for death/ resign oneself to
extinction |

[EF K] sho shou jiu gin

submit to arrest with folded arms/ allnw oneself to
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be seized without putting up a fight

[EFEM) shu shdu sha jido
undue caution/ over-cautiousness

[ EXH]Y shd shdu wi ce
be like having one’s hands tied — without resource/
be at a loss what to do/ find oneself in the mire/ feel
quite hopeless/ not know which way to turn/ at cne’s
wit’s end/ nail-biting

(32 %) shi zhT gdio gé
bundle sth up and place it on the shelf/ lay aside and
neglect/ put aside from duty (or service)/ put sth
away unheeded/ shelve (a matter)/ pigeonhole

D4 B 37 42 shd b8 11 zhuan
glorify sb by erecting a monument to him and writing
his biography —build up sb’s public image/ glorify sb
by singing the praises of his life/ sing in praise and
eulogy of

I3 FA MY she dd zhoo fang
a tall tree catches the wind--a person in a high posi-
tion is liable to be attacked

[N{ﬁ}ﬁﬁﬂlﬁ] shir d&io hd sOn sén
when the tree falls the monkeys scatter —when an in-
fluential person falls from power, his hangers-on dis-
perse/ monkeys disperse when tree falls — members
run away when a family or institution falls/ rats

leave a sinking ship
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[T, %G8 shu gdo qign zhang, yeé lud
gut gen
a tree may grow a thousand zhang high, but its
leaves fall back to the roots—a person residing away
from home eventually returns te his native soil

U4k T KA 1k sha yu jing ér fang bo zhi
the tree desires stillness but the wind will not cease/
the trees may prefer calm but the wind will nat sub-
side — contradictions exist universally as class strug-
gle is inevitable in class society

[ g 18 #E] shudi you jid zhang
follow the beaten track/ observe the old rules/ act in
accordance with established rules

[ 8 7 T ¥ shudng guén qi xid . |
paint a picture with two brushes at the same time —
work along both lines/ do both things 51mu1taneous|y

[ﬁ#&%ﬁé] shuding ran rud shi

" not know what to do/ be at a loss

K BR A Y shui dao qu chéng _ |
where water flows . a channel is formed— when con-
dltmns are ripe, success will come/ canal is formed
when water comes —sth achieved w1thout effort

LK 5 %) shuT di shi chutin | ‘
dripping water wears through a rock —constant effort
brings success/ constant dropping wears awéy a

stone/ little strokes fell great oaks

o
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[A kA ZEY shui hud b xidng réng

be incompatible as fire and water/ water and fire are
antagonistic — mutual aversion/ exclude {(or be op-
 posed to) each other like fire and water/ agree like

cats and dogs/ irreconcilable

[7K &k T{%&1 shuT hud wa ging

floods and fires have no mercy for anybody

[kK#E G H] shul lud shi chd

when the water subsides the rocks emerge — the
whole thing comes to light/ doubts will ¢lear up
when facts are known/ the truth will prevail in the
end/ everything is thrashed out/ the truth is (or
comes) out/ the murder is out

[ A AZR] shulri jido rong

mixed like water and milk — inseparable/ as well
blended as milk and water —in complete harmony/
complete understanding between friends/ get along

swimmingly with each other

[ K] shuT shén hud ré

deep water and storching fire—an abyss of suffering/
plunged into deep water and tormented by the heat of
fires —bitterest sufferings of the people/ keep in sui-
fering/ in deep waters (or distress)/ dire suffering/
extreme misery

L7 758 Y shui xié ba tang

not even a drop of water could trickle through — be
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crowded (closely besieged or tightly surrounded )}/
(of crowd, audience) tightly packed/ (of road) so
jammed as to be impassable/ like (or as thick as )
rabbits in a warren

K # AR ) shu T zhdng chuan gbo

 when the river rises the boat goes up {or the boat
floats high) —particular things improve with the im-
provement of the general situation/ ship rises with
the tide

K ZERM LAY shui zhi ging zé wa vy
when the water is too clear there are no fish — one
should not demand absolute purity/ things do not ex-
ist in absolute purity

A& # H) shul zhdng 130 yue
catch (or fish for) the moon in the water —make 1m-
practical or vain efforts/ dredge up the moon from
the water — futile phantasy/ fish in the air/ cry for
the moon

[ $5&E55 ] shin ydng shi zhi
suck (or lick) ulcers and piles of another person —
play the lickboot/ sycophancy

D& X&) shun |11 chéng zhang
to write well, you must follow a logical train of
thought/ to do some work well, you must follow a
rational line/ speak (or write) logically

D@ =] shon shdu gidn yang
‘lead away a goat in passing —pick up sth on the sly/
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lead away the sheep off hand — take sth that doesn’t
belongto oneself/ pick up sth in passing/ walk away
(or off) with sth/ go on (or upon) the scamp

LA 7K A f# ] shon shuirén ging
a favour done at little cost to oneself

DFE K5 ) shon shub tu zhdu
push the boat along with the current —make use of an
opportunity to gain one’s end/ do sth without extra
effort

D M ] shun téng md gud
follow the vine to get the melon —track down sb or
sth by following clues

DFE 2 # 8,38 2 # 1) shan zhT zh& chang,ni zhi zh
wang
those who submit will prosper,those who resist shall
perish (said of the arbitrary, brutal rule of a tyrant)

[RE\IFZE:] shiin xT wan bidn
undergoing a myriad changes in the twinkling of an
eye/ fast changing/ chahge quickly

[ Wi, W3] shud cho cdo,cdo cdo ddo
talk of the devil and he will appear/ to mention the
wolf’s name is to see the same/ speak of angels, and
you will hear their WwIngs

[iR 1< &Y shud chang dao dudn
discuss the failings of others/ find fault with/ back-

bite/ gossip
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ik B 3 Y shud dao zud dao
do what one says/ match one’s deeds to one’s words/
live up 10 one’s word

[ 335+ Y shud 14i hua chang
it’s a long story

[i%—A—1shud yT b er
mean what one says/ stand by one's word/ never
make a promise one cannot keep

[ -5 ICHA) shud dé wi péng

of unparalleled size/ gigantic
IR {NTF]) shud gud jIn cun
one of the few still left/ rare survival
[7 2% RiR]Y sT kong jian guan
accustomed to seeing such things, they are not re-
garded as strange/ it is quite common for/ a matter
of repeated occurrence/ a common sight/ a common
occurrence/ familiar o
(AOEZ 0. B AEMY sTmd z2hao zhT xin,ld rén jig
Zht '
Sima Zhao's ill intent is known to all —the villain’s
design is obvious/ this Sima Zhao trick is obvious to
every man in the street-——all too evident
[zt A3 sTsTr0 kou
(done) with meticulous care and flawless artistry/

(story plot) intricately woven together

(FAREE 2] o7 xidng shou shou

o o m—————E—— e
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privately give and privately accept/ make an illicit
transfer
[FL03E]Y T xIn 24 nidin
selfish ideas and personal considerations
[ sc 3] T wén sdo di
the literate is swept into the dust — disgrace the in-
telligentsia/ bring disgrace on the intellectuals
[FEFRERE] st ba ming mu
not close one’s eyes when one dies —— die with =
grievance or everlasting regret/ die with injustice
unredressed or with one’s wishes not fulfilled
[FEBHEFYsTdé qi sud
die a worthy death
[FEXE KR sThul fu rén
the dying ashes burn again — the buried past comes
alive again (or defeated enemies stage a comeback)/
dying embers flaring up (or glowing) again/ come to
life again/ rise again from the ashes
(2@ E] 11 ying bei
mechanical memorizing/ learn by rote
[FE 4] sTITtdo sheng
escape by the skin of one’s teeth/ barely escape with
one’s life/ escape by a heir-breadth/ have a narrow
escape/ a close shave

[5E 3% 1% I E] T ma dang hub ma T

doctor a dead horse as if it were still alive—not give ’



FEM - 369

up for lost/ try last resort to save hopeless situation/
make every possible effort

S I) siqi chén chén
lose one’s vitality/ without vitality,/ without anima-
tion/ politically apathetic/ like a log/ lifeless/ spirit-
less/ stagnant/ dull/ dreary/ inert

DRI sTpliaitign
thick-skinned and hard to shake off/ brazen-faced
and unreasonable

[¥E 53] sT qo huo 16§
come round after fainting/ revive when apparently
dead/ hovering between life and death/ half dead hali
alive

[3E X AEY sT wi dui zhéng
the dead cannot bear witness

[FE O] sT xIn ta di
death will not make him ¢hange —of an unchangeable
disposition/ be dead set on/ be hell-bent on/
die-hard

DEH&RFEFsTydu yo gl
even death would be too good {or him/ one’s crime
deserves more than death/ even death would not ex-
piate all one’s crimes

[FC-F3Edr] s ya 18 ming

die an unnatural {or violent) death

[PU4r H 2] si fen wa lig
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be badly split and disintegrated/ be rent by disunity/
be all split up/ be broken up/ be torn up/ be disrupt-
ed/ fall apart/go (or come) to pieces/ disintegrate
(P8 5% Y si hdi wéi jid
settle down in any corner of the world for certain
cause/ make one’s home wherever one is
[P A ) si hdi zhi néi jig xiong di
“all the pecple of the world are brothers”/“within
the four seas all men are brothers” -
[P9dE /A F Y si midn ba fang
on every side/ all directions/ all quarters/ all
around/ far and near
(o2 ] si mian chi gé
be surrounded by the enemy on four sides/ be be-
sieged (or assailed) on all sides/ under fire from all
quarters/ be utierly isclated/ be in dire straits/ be
driven to the wall/ land oneself in a tight place
[ AF]Y siping ba weén
very steady/ very well disposed indeed/ well orga-
nized/ lacking in initiative and overcautious
(R, BaF4Ys! tiba gin,w gt b fan
can neither use one’s four limbs nor tell the five
grains apart (said of old-style intellectuals) / can
neither do physical work nor distinguish rice from

wheat

[74:& /&) si tong ba da
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extend (lead or communicate) in all directions/ ac-
cessible from all directions/ open to tratfic from each
direction/ open out on all sides

(e RTdE] si shi &r fai
appear what it is really not/ like the reality. but not
so/ apparently right (or true) but actually wrong/
look right, but really wrong/ as like as chalk and
cheese/ specious ‘

[ EMYsiwaji dan
scruple at nothing/ without any scruples/ reckless
and unbridled/ act outrageously/ run riot/ unscru-

pulously/ brazenly/ unprincipled/ unconscionable/

unbridled
L& ANFE] song rén ting wén
deliberately exaggerate s0 as to create a sensation/
arr&st one 's attention/ create a great sensatmn;" Seq-
sation- mongering/ sensational '
{&ANZ=®)sdng ct yan xido
tower into the clouds/ towering to the skies/ rise
above the clouds '
[EIHA#H] song jio ying xn
see off the old and welcome the new/ ring out the
. Old Year and ring in the New
(X 38 %3 song wang ying 14
see off those who depart and welcome those who ar-
rive/ speed the parting guests and WEIL‘CimE the new

arrivals
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[FidrIE4Y song gu f&i jin

eulogize the past at the expense of the present
[ EFRE) sdu sud ki chtﬁng
rack (or ransack) one’s brains (for fresh ideas or apt
expressions)
(3~ =T so bo ke nai
" uni:'ea-rabljr common/ unbearably vulgar |
[FR 4P 3E] su xIng yé mei |
rise early and retire late—hard at work night and day
U R4 suran gl jing
‘be filled with deep veneration/ a feeling of profound
respect
[HRBEF4] su meéi ping shing
| ha_ﬁe_ﬁever met before/ have never had the honour of
makiﬁg sb’s acquaintance/ know ﬁnthing about sb
(AR Y so zhan sd jué " _
fight a quick battie to force a quick decision
BB Z K] sui bd zhd lid
go (or swim) with the stream/ go with: the current
(tide, times or crowd)/ drift with the tide (or cur-
rent }/ follow the current (or crowd)/ follow the
winds and waves/ sail with the stréan;/ serve the

hour (or time)/ time-serving

[BE R85 8:]) sui feng zhudn dud
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sail {or tack) with the wind/ trim one’s sails/ take
one’s cue from changing conditions
[REMLAL 22 ] sui jT ying bian
adapt oneself 10 changing conditions,/ act according to
circumstances/ rise to the occasion/ do as the circum-
stances dictate/ adjust to changing circumstances/
decide accﬂrding to changing situation/ be guided by
the turn of events/ use (or act on) one’s own discre-
tion/ make decisions on the spot/ change to suit the
occasiﬁnf play to the score/ as occasion demands
[EE A {1 sui shang fu he
echo what others say/ agree to what other people
say/ chime i.n'with others /follow the crowd/ follow
the majority blindly/ yes-men add their vpices to the
chorus } : |
[BE L P ak] sui xin sud yo
have (or éet)one’s own way/ follow one’s inclina-
tions/ do as one pleases/ do ‘as the heart, desires/ at
one’s own sweet will/ in a slipshod way/ wilfully/
arbitrarily
[RE B W %] sui y0 ér an
feel at home wherever one is/ be able to adapt oneself
to different circumstances
IRAFISYsonrén i ji
harim others to benefit oneself/ injure others for the

sake of one’s own advantage/ seek satisfaction for
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oneself at the cost of others/ benefit oneself at the
expense of others/ reap profits at the expense of oth-
“ers/ gain at others’ expense |
L48 F 450 Y sud shdu sud jido
shrink with cold/ shrink from doing sth/ become ir-
resolute and passive/ timid and flinching/ be over-
cautious/ be handicapped/ timid
UL 450 sud tou sud ndo

be timid/ be fainthearted/ shrink from responsibility
[Arp B EE Y sud xidng pTmT '
mowing down all resistance/ wherever they went,
the hostile army dispersed/ sweep away all cbstacles/
ever triumphant/ carry all before one
[ r e Y sud xidng wa di
break all enemy resistance/ sweep all before one/ he
will never find his fellow/ invincible/ irresistible/ ev-
er-victorious/ all-conquering
[ R M0E]Y sud ron gud wei

flat and {nsipid

T .

(b 1L EréEY ta shan gong cud

stones from other hills may serve to polish the jade of

this one—advice from others may help one
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overcome one’s shortcomings/ trust in the help of an-
other to rectifly oneself

(KXo, BELE4]Y 10 gong digoe ya, yuan zhe
shang gdu
like the fish riéing to Jiang Tai Gong's hookless and
battless line — a willing victim letting himself be
caught/ willingly fall into the snare/ willingly play
into sb’s hands

[ %L F31 ) tai sui tou shang dong to
provoke sb far superior in power or strength

[ Rl4E] tdi € ddo chi
hold the sword by the blade —surrender one’s power
1o another at one’s own peril

[FE R4 2D tai ran cha zhi
bear sth with equanimity/ take sth calmly/ not bat an
eyelid/ take it easy |

[ A HT 14 ran zirud
behave with perfect composure/ be seli-possessed/
without turning an eyvelash/ as cool as cucumber

[ b3k Y tai shan béi ddu

. Mt. Tai and the Dipper, both are high and loocked up
to—said in praise of worthy men (or notables, etc. )

[EmBE] tai shan héng mao
a great mountain and a goose feather—comparison of

extremes in weight
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[FE L EWR]Y (4 shon ya ding
bear down on one with the weight of Mount Taishan
[ ILEM]Y tai shan ya judn
use Mt. Tai to crush an egg — when the extremely
powerful crushing the extremely weak, the result is
certain
{HB/BELRE] ton dé wu ydn
be insatiably greedy (or avaricious)/ be greedy of (or
for) gain/ insatiably covetous/ flay a flint/ rapacious/
avaricious
[ Y tan hui wa yi
know no bounds in graft and bribery/ set oneself no
bounds to graft and bribery/ have an itching palm

& 4% Jtan shéng pa si

clinging to life instead of braving death/ care for

nothing but saving one’s skin/ be mortally afraid of
death/ no more than coward

[55XZThhan tidn zh1 gbng
covet the merits of Heaven as one’s own/ appropriate
to oneself the meritorious services of rotliers/ credit
other people’s achievements to oneself/ have inordi-
nate ambitions

(& i5 B L Jtan wo fa hud
corruption and degeneration

& /MK ) tan xidio shida

go for the small things and miss things that are
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worthwhile/ covet a little and lose 2 lot/ penny wise
and pound {oolish

{4 ] ton zang wang fa
graft and circumvent the law/ take bribes and bend
the law/ pervert justice for a bribe

(275 —BE] tan hud yi7 xidn
flower briefly as thé broadleaved epiphyllum/ re-
maining on the scene for only a brie{ period/ vanish
as s00n as it appears/ be a flash in the pan/ rare and
brief appearance/ a nine days’ wonder

LGRTAES Y tan hé réng vi
easier said than done/ by no means easy

(iR 7] tan hu sé bian
speaking of tigers makes one pale-—mnervous {ears
make things seem real/. turn pale at the mention of

the tiger/ turn pale at the mere mention of sth terri-

ble

k% A4 ) tan xido féng shang
talk (or make the conversation) in a gay manner/ a

fascinating, lively talk (at party)/ talk cheerfully
and humorously

(% H3E] tan xido zi rud
go on talking and laughing as if nothing had hap-
pened/ be completely at ease/(of one) is his usual
joking self/ undisturbed

[k & M) tan yon wéi zhong
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use an expression which hits the mark

I3 55845 5] tan guan xiang qing
congratulate each other and dust off their old offi-
cial’s hats (in anticipation of fat jobs upon hearing of
a mutual friend’ appointment to a high post)/
congratulate each other on the prospect of getting
good appointments/ pre'paring to start one’s official
life

(&S A2 ] tan té ba an
be in a fidget/ uneasy at heart/ vacillatingly uneasy

[ 50 - Y tan wéi gudn zhi
acclaim (a work of art,etc. ) as the acme of perfec-
tion

(BB EE]) tan 17 dé zha

 under the black dragon’s jaws one obtained a pearl—
one’s composition expounded the very essence of the
theme/ writing which bri'ngs out important points
from a mass of facts/ one grasped the point of the
theme

[P E4s]) tan nang qii wa
delve into pocket to fish out sth—an easy thing to
do/ (as easy as) feeling for things in a bag/ (as easy
as one would) take a thing out of his pocket

[GEEER)ton z& sud yin
delve into secret facts or principles/ make a thorough

investigation of hidden things
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[ ¥ F iE ) tang tang zheng zheng
impressive or dignified in personal appearance/ open
and aboveboard

[ % 2 FE) tang tang zhi zhén
an imposing*array of troops/ awe-inspiring military
strength ' |

LR 3] tdng yi poo dan
sugar-coated bullet

[ 4] taong bi dang ché
the mantis would try to stop a chariof with its
feelers —preat rage and puny strength/ over-estimat-
ing its own strength, the “mantis trying to stop a
cart ¥/ like the grasshopper (in the fable) which
wanted to stop the chariot/ overate oneself and try to
hold back an overwhelmingly superior force/ throw
straws against the wind

[ i iy 3 B, 35 & #E /5 ] tang Lang bl chan, huang qué
zdi hou
the mantis seizes the cicada,not knowing that the ori-
ole is just behind it—warning against covetousness/
the mantis takes the cicada, but behind him lurks the
oricle/ the mantis stalks the cicada ,unaware of the o-
riole behind |

[ #4322 47) tang 16t zhT wo
things that come unexpectedly/ an undeserved gain/

windiall
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{iBiEA4) a0 tdo ba jué
a flood of words/ a flow of conversation {(or talk)/
spout eloquent speeches/ speak unceasingly/ talk a
horse’s hind leg off/ talk nineteen to the dozen/ roll
out/ most effusive
I 63206 ) tao quang yang hui
hide one’s capacities and bide one’s tinge
I3 KF Y160 zhi yao ydo
escaped and is nowhere to be found/ show (or take
to) ome’s heels/ make one’s getaway/ do a bolt/ de-
camp _
[ XTI tao T mdn tidn xid
(of well-known teachers) have students everywhere
(or all over the world)
G £ &) tao hdo mai gudi
ingratiate oneself with/ curry favour with/ fawn up-
on/ toady to/ play the sycophant
Gt 3E 4 ) tao jia huan jia
halggle__ over the price/bargain/higgle-haggle/ chaffer
U2 W4T te 1 da xing
act .ind4.=:1:rn=:n,<:h=n:u:lj..rfIr do not go with the current/ do not
drift with the tide/ do not follow the crowd
[MEER] teng jido qi feng
mounting dragon and scaring phoenix—a.rising man/
great talents like mounting éragnn and soaring

p'hoenix
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(324938 4m]) ti gang gie ling

take a net by the headrope or a coat by the collar—

concentrate on the main points/ bring out the essen-
tials/ bring up the chief points/ give main outline (of
facts, principles)
(RO/BHE] L xIn dido dAn
breathless with fear/ in great terror/ trembling with
fear/ in great suspense and agitation/ filled with anx-
iety or fear/ have one’s heart in one’s mouth/ be on
tenterhooks I.
[WL-S%Y t1jihao han
ery from hunger and cold/ cry out (or lament) in
hunger and cold |
(R HAEY ti xido jis 18
not know whether to laugh or cry/ in an awkward
position/ be very much embarrassed
[ERMETH] ti hd guan ding
pour the rich liquor on a man’s héad'—_inq::_'ea.se one’s
wisdom/ be {illed with wisdom/- be enlightened/ feel
cool and comfortable as if being sprinkled with rich

Y

liquor/ suddenly feel refreshed
Cikmi )ty mian sao di

completely lose face

CERBE A BT T 6 10 wai

lock after with meticulous care/ care for with great

E -
-

solicitude/ be extremely considerate (or thoughtful)
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L5k tT wi wan fo
have cuts and bruises all over the body/ be a mass of
bruises/ be refuted down to the last point/ be

smashed to (or into) smithereens

IR B #IF]) tiagn béng di che

nature is overthrown—dreadful calamities/ natural
‘disasters like giant earthquakes and landslides/
earth-shaking changes |
[ X FA4, #R 4T tian bo pa, di b pa
fear neither Heaven nor Earth/ fear nothing at all/
nothing daunted |
[ &34 ) tion chang di il
as long as the heaven and earth endure/ enduring as
(long as) the universe/ everlasting and unchanging"
[X& B A)Ytian chang ri jig
after a considerable period of time
[=EH ] ticin gdio di hou
how high the sky and how deep the earth—immeansity
of the universe/ complexity of things/ (of kindness)
profound/ deep '
[X&—Jr)tian ge yT fang
(of a family or friends) live far apart from each othér
[F2AH1E ) tion gong di ddo o
absolutely fair/ fair and reasonable
[X1EELEA ) tian hud fuan zhui

as if it were raining flowers—give an extravagantly
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colourful deseription/ in superlative terms/ laud sth
to the skies/ elaborate in highflown phraseclogy/
talk sb’s head off

[XEHEE]T tion han di an
gln‘ﬂm above and darkness beneath/ a murky sky over
a dark earth/ dark all round/ in a state of chaos and
darkness

[(XZH 3] tian jing di yi
unaiterable principle—right and proper/universally
accepted principle /perfectly justified/nature’s law
and earth’ way/stand to reason/very reasonable in-
deed

[XFHF]Y tian lud di wang
nets above and gnares below/ spread a situation (or
net) from which there is no escape/ an invisible net
preventing all escape/ a gigantic (or an immense )
net/ tight encirclement

[X D472 ) tidn md xing kdng
a heavenly steed soaring across the skies—a powerful

and unconstrained style

EEXBibAL) tion nan di béi
far apart/ far distant/ poles apart/ from different
places or areas )

[ AR Hion nd rén youdn
the wrath of God and the resentment of men/ wide-
spread indignation and discontent

{X B2 811 tian rang zhi bié

-
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as far apart as heaven and earth/ great difference as
between heaven and earth/ poles apart/ worlds a-

part/ a world of difference/

[ M dPR, BT A Y tion wang hut het, shd ér ba
[a3l}

the net of Heaven has large meshes,but it lets noth-
ing through/ the mills of God grind slowly,but they
grind exceeding small/ justice has a long arm/ God’s
justice is inescapable

[RFeE A2 BE] tian wa jué rén zhi lu
Heaven never seals off all the exits—there is always a
way out/ Heaven never cuts off a man’s means

(X FARF] tidn xid tdi ping
all is quiet in the worid/ all will be right with the
world

(X Ty —#mY tian xia wa yo yi ban hai
all crows are all equally black/ all crows uader the
sun are black/ crows are black the world over/ evil
people are bad all over the world

[RT X&) tion xia wa di
all-conquering/ invincible

[ZTXAYtion xid wi shuang
unequalled in all the world

[XIEM A ) tian ya hai jido
the end of the sky and the corners of the sea—the re-
motest corners of the earth/ the ends of the earth/
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Ultima Thule/ the back of beyond

[KAKI4] tion yT wa feng
a seamless heavenly robe—flawless/ divine garments
without seams/ natural and perfect/ free from de-
fect/ faultless |

[XFEAMHAZ] tion ydu bo cé féng yan
a storm may arise from a clear sky/ there are unex-
pected storms in nature/ sth unexpected may happen
any time

[R&k ARF tian zai rén huod
natural and man-made calamities

[XiEHL 1] tion zdo di she
created by Heaven and put in place by Earth—created
(or made) by nature/ heavenly

[(XHEZ@] tian zhén 1an man

" innocent and artless/ simple and unaffected/ child-
ish/ naive .

[X 23 -F1tian zh jiao 2
God’s favoured one—an unusually lucky person

[XiEM K] tian . zba di mié
be'executed by heaven and destroyed by earth/ stand
condemned by god/ may the gods strike (sb) down}/
may (sb) be destroyed by the gods!

[FREHE—)tian zi di y hao
the world’s number one/ the greatest in the world/
A-1

L
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[&nnag) tion yéu jia cu
add colour and emphasis to (a narration)/ add in-
flammatory details to {a story)

CEFEaetY tian zhi jia yé
add a few branches and leaves-—embellish a story

LR tion zhudn jia wa
add bricks and tiles—do one’s little bit

5 A H ALY tign ba zhT chi
not féel ashamed at all/ past all sense of shame/ be
impudent to the extreme/ be lost to shame/ be dead
to shame/ have the effrontery to (do)/ blush like a
black (or blue) dog/ shameless

[T E/YLHON yan mi yi
sweet words and honeyed phrases/ fine-sounding
words/ sugary C(honeyed or candied) words/ soft
sawder/ glib talk/ blarney/ cajolement/ honey-
lipped/ smooth-tongued

[PEAR R %] tico f&i jidn shao
pick the fat or choose the lean—choose whichever is
to one’s personal advantage/ difficult to please/ pick
and choose/ fastidious

(450247 ] tido fan 10 xT
make a careful and detailed analysis/ analyse point by
point/ point by point exposition 1 |

[ 82 5] tido zui xué shé

tell tales
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[R5 tido bo 1i jian
provocation and estrangement/ foment disunity and
dissention/ poison the relations between/ incite one
against the other/ drive a wedge between/ sow dis-
cord among/ make bad blood between persons/ dis-
sension-sowing

[/ AT tido ligng xido chou
a buffoon who performs antics/ contemptible scoun-
drel/ the clown

(xR mb) tie an rd shan
borne out by ironclad evidence

[8:E I FL] tig mian wo sT
unmoved by personal appeals,without fear or favor/
a man of integrity and justice/ impartial and incor-
ruptible/ inﬂexibly just

{84 ) tis shi xin chang _
have a heart of iron or stone—unmoved by feeling/ as
hard as the nether millstone/ weep millstones/ mar-
blehearted/ hardhearted/ ironhearted

[ FF1ED tig sha kdi hud |
the iron tree in blossom-—something seldom seen or

hardly possible/ the iron tree bursting into blossom

T&AEmM L) tié zhéng r( shan ]

the ironclad details pile up mountain high/ ironclad
fact which one can never succeed in denying/ irrefu-

table, conclusive evidence/ irrefutable proof
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[T mMRITY ting qi yan ér gudn qi xing
listen to what a person says and watch what he does/
- judge people by thetr deeds not just by their words
[BrHg#RYting Qf z7ran .
let things take their own course/ let matters slide/
let it have its swing/ let it be as it likes/ let the world
wag (as it will) /leave (things) to chance
[ R ] ting tian yéu ming
submit to the will of Heaven/ resign (oneself) to
one’s fate/ trust to luck/ leave it to chance/ just as
Heaven decrees/ happy-go-lucky '
(R Z 2 ting zhirén zhi
let sth(undesirable, evil,etc. ) go unchecked/ take a
laissez faire attitude/ let one have one’s own way/ let
matters drift/ allow sth to continue
[ZEE3r] ting ting yo |1
(of a woman) slim and graceful/ (of a tree, etc. ) tall
and erect/ gracile
[ # BT ting zhi bo gian
reach {(or come to) a stalemate/ be at (or come to) a
stanclsti[l__/ remain stagnant/ refuse to  make
prngrelésf mark time )
[Esmd) ;Tng sh&n ér cha
step forth (or forward) bravely/ step out Cor
forward ) courageously/ come forward courageously
Cor boldly)/ bolster oneself up |
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[EW iE KT ting ér z8u xitn
become reckless in desperation,like an animal at bay/
risk danger (when) in desperation/ make a reckless
move/ rush headlong into danger/ take a risk/ neck
or nothing

GESEK B8] tong di da yi
large cities/ metropolis

GE R {%]) tong féng bao xin
divulge secret information

Gl /73 & 4E) tong 1} hé zud
make a united (or concerted) effort/ give full cooper-
atton to

L@ E ) tong ging da i
show common (or good)sense/ be amenable (or ac-
cessible ) to reason/ stand to sense/ understanding
and reasonable

LRI AT tong quén dda bian
act as occasion requires/ adaptable to changing cir-
curnstances/ adapt oneself to circumstances

LEX A B Y tong xitio déa dan
throughout the whole night until the dawn/ whole
night until dawn/ all night till dawn/ all night long

[F %5 4814 3 tong bing xiang lian |
those who have the same complainf sympathize with
each other/ similarly afflicted people pity each oth-

er/ fellow sufferers sympathize (or ctommiserate )
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with one another {or with each other)/ adversity
(misery or poverty) makes strange bedfellows

(R thESY tong chou di ki
share a bitter hatred of the enemy/ treat one as a
COMIMGN eneimy

[ k53] tong chuang yi meng
share the same bed but dream different dreams—be
strange bedfellows/ engage in the same business but
each has his own calculations/ (of persons) thrown
together but each having a different problem (or am-
bition)

[ TAHRK] tong e xidng qio
aid and abet each other in wrong doings/ evil-doers
collude (collaborate or gang up) with each other

[ H %) t6ng gan gong ku
share joys and sorrows (weal and woe, comiforts and
hardships, prosperity and adversity or good luck and
ill)/ for better or for worse/ (fellow fighters.etc. )
through thick and thin/ through fair or foul

[E TR t6ng guT ya jin
be exterminated at one and the same time/ (all) per-
ish together/ end in common ruin/ both sides go to
ruin r

[AEF-S35) 16ng i hé wi
wallow in the mire with sb/ associate (oneself) with
an evil person (or an undesirable element)/ join in
sb’s evil-doings (or cesspool)/ play a part in sb’s evil
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actions/ go with the evil stream
IR B4, S MK]Y téng shéng xiang ving.téng qi
xiang qio '
similar sounds echo one another,and the same odours
merge together—people of an inclination fall into the
same group/ like attracts like
[EIE#HX] tong shi cao ge
family members drawing swords on eath other—in-
ternal strife/internecine feud (fight or warfare)/fight
against one’s own men/quarrals between brothers
(R0 E 8] téng xin tong dé
be dedicated heart and soul to the same cause/ with
one heart and one mind '
[E 48 1) tong xin xié i
work in full cooperation and with unity of purpose/
work together with one heart;-" unite in a concerted
effort/ be of one mind/ pull together/ gung-ho
[F &3t Y 16ng zhdu gong ji
pecple in the same boat help each other/ pull togeth-
er to tide over difficulties / share with one in trouble/
sail on the same tack/ in fair weather or in foul
LA R]) tong jin tid gi |
a brass and iron constitution—a strong man
[k L8] tong giang tié bi
wall of iron and brass—impregnable fortress/ wall of

bronze/ a bastion of iron
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[ 138 i&) téng shan zhub zhud
a bare hill (or mountain)

[5E & 385 ] tong choéu jign g
unified planning with duve consideration for all con-
cerned/ make overall plans and take all factors into
consideration/ overall planning and all-round consid-
erations/ overall consideration

[ € 2] tong ding sTténg
recall past pains/ recall a painful experience/ take
one’s painful experience to heart/ draw a lesson from
a bitter experience

[ e A3k Y wong gdi gian f&i
sincerely mend one’s ways/ thoroughly rectify one’s
errors/ a thorough repent of one’s former sins/
earnestly reform one’s misdeeds/ reform with a keen
sense of errors

[l 52 M 5% ) tong ka dia ti
cry and shed bitter tears/ cry one’s heart out/ cry (or
weep) bitterly/ wail

LB Y tong xin ji shdu
resent or hate deeply/ with bitter hatred

75 -5 ) tong xin gieé chi
gnash the teeth with anger/ make one burn with
anger

[f5 22455 ] tong ydang xidng gudn

cate for one another’s comfort and happiness/share
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a common lot

[igi T ) t6u gong jian lido

cheat in work and cut down material/ use inlerior
materials and turn out sub-standard goods/ do shod-
dy work and use inferior materials/ scamp work and
stint material / cheat on government contract(s)/ jer-
ry-build

L& 8 R e ] tou jT bu zhdo shi ba my
try to steal a chicken only to end up losing the rice/
go for wool and come back shorn

LB Em] 1 jTmd gdu
crooked dealings/ pilfer

[ 84 ] tdu liang hudn zho
steal the beam and pillars and replace them with rot-
ten timbers—perpetrate a fraud/ try by underhand
means to/ resort to fraudulence

(HF#HA Y tou tian hudn ri
steal the sky and put up a sham sun-—perpetrate a gi-
gantic fraud/ substitute the fake for the genuine/ au-
dacious scheme of cheating people/ in an underhand
attempt,/ play a sty trick

[ dR$= ) {6u tdu md md

furtively/ surreptitiously/ covertly
[=L i) tou jido zhang rong

brilliance (of a young person)/ outstanding talent/

very promising
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[3L 00 A 4] tou mian rén wo
prominent figure/ big shot/ bigwig

[SL /I 3R 3 t6u pd xue hio
be badly battered/ knock one’s head against a brick
wall/ run into bumps and bruises/ break one’s
neck

[0 EE L BR EE R Y tou tong y1 tou,jido téng yi jido
treat the head when the head aches, treat the foot
when the foot hurts-—treat symptoms but not the dis-
ease/ (take only) palliative measures for one’ ill-
ness/ a defensive stop-gap measure/ sporadic and
piecemeal steps

[ 3L 5258 16u 16U shi ddo
clear and logical/ closely reasoned and well argued/
appear impressive/ everything clear and straight-for-
ward/ methodical

=L EIE] tou zhong jide qing
top-heavy

R EMNH I tou bT cong réng
throw aside the writing brush and join the army—re-
nounce the pen for the sword/ give up literature for a
military career

[ ¥EW R Y tou bian duan lid
if the soldiers throw their whips into the river. it
would be sufficient to stem the flow-—speaking of

one’s numerous forces
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(R YLHEIED t6u |7 ddo ba
engage in speculation and profiteering

LI HLERY5] tou jT ad qido
seize every chance to gain advantage by trickery/ take
advantage of the moment/ gain sth by trickery/ be
opportuntstic

R R ] 16U Qi sud hao
agree to whatever another is pleased with/ every one
to his taste/ hit on what one likes

(R EBER]T téu sh ji qi
hesitate to pelt a rat for fear of smashing the dishes
beside it/ spare the rat to save the dishes—hold back
from taking action against an evildoer for fear of in-
volving good people/ burn not your house to rid it of
the mouse

[ BEiEE) toéu tho bao 17
get a peach and send a plum—return present for pre-
sent/ exchange gifts

[RKEH#] G 18 méng jin
advance by leaps and bounds/advance at seven-league
strides/make giant strides/advance swiltly and vig-
orously fmake a spurt of progress/swift advance

[EREHYO ron xi7 1
surprise attack

EMmEIRY o ra gilai

arrive unexpectedly/ arige suddeniy/ come all of &
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sudden
{EZ5 1 R]Yta gidéng bT xian
when the map was unrolled to the end,a dagger was
revealed—the real intention is revealed in the end/
the dagger is out after pretended friendship
[E&3/4E 3R] ta do shéng ling
plunge the people into the depths of suffering/ cruel-
Iy injure (or slaughter) the people
CiARIEI] ta zhi md fén
apply powder and paint (or rouge and powder) /pret-
tify/ whitewash
685 X3h]) ta 160 wi ging
work to no avail/ make a futile effort/ vain efforts/
plough (or sow) the sands/ flog a dead horse
[V 7%) th mén da jué
stand before a butcher’s and masticate vigorously—of
one who ardently desiring the unattainable seek to
solace himself in this manner
[ A F MY th bang wa jis
disturbances of the earth and collapse of the tiles—a
collapse i without resistance/ collapse like a house of
cards/ crumble and perish (or disintegrate)/ fall a-
- part : T ;
[+ 24 ap] t0 hao lie shan
local tyrants and evil gentry
L+ 44 14&] td shéng ta zhéng
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locally born and bred/ born and brought up on one’s
native soil |

[LHE G yang jié he
combine indigenous and foreign methods/ combine
traditional and modern methods

[t & ##Y th 9o nd xiIn
exhaling the old and inhaling the new—metabolism/
get rid of the stale and take in the fresh

[%FEHE] t0 sT gdu péng
the hounds are killed for foed once all the hares are
bagged—trusted aides are eliminated when they have
outlived their usefulness/ slay the lackeys when they
have cutlived their usefulness

L FEMAE] th sT ho bEi
when the hare dies the fox is sad—sympathy with
one of its kind/ the fox mourns over the death of the
hare/ like mourns over the death of like

[®FAREFEDE]Y ta zi ba chi wb bidn cdo
a rabbit doesn’t eat the grass near its hole (so that it
will be protected )—a villain doesn™ harm his
nextdoor neighbours

[ FREKEF T zi wei ba chang bu lido
the tail of a rabbit can’t be long—won’t last long -

(A M IE] tul bén sU yudn

trace (or investigate) the origin/ ascertain the causes

e IR Y tui bd zhd lan
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make a stormy sea stormier/add fuel to the fire/ fan
the fire

[HEBS B Fi ) tui chén cha xin

weed through the old to bring forth the new/ weed

out the old to let the new emerge/ discard what has
outlived its time and develop the new/ develop the
new through critical assimilation of the old/ the new
emerging out of the old
[(HES Z AT tuijijicén
place yourself in another’s place—do unto others
what you would do unte yourself/ consider others in
one’s own place
[HEREXH Y tuT jIn sdng bao
deal with sb in good faith/ treat sb with sincerity
[H=FHPYY tui san z0 si
decline with all sorts of excuses/ give the runaround
[HESTLiEEE]) tuT xign rang néng
select the worthy and give place to the able/ select
the capable men and put them in power.
[¥CEEYtuT xin zhi fu
place one’s heart in the body of another man—loyal
friendship/ show the greatest consideration or confi-
dence (treat sb as oneself)/ repose full confidence in
sh/ confide in sb/ the flow of soul
GERE =) tui bi sdn shé

retreat ninety Ji-—give way to sb to avoid a conflict/
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avoid sb like a plague/ withdraw from sb/ keep a
good distance from
Ewi{k &MY tui hua bian zhi
degenerate/ degeneration
[FF 0L ] tan ton to to
speak a word, swallow the next/ hesitate in speak-
ing/ (speak) in a halting way/ mince matters (or
words )/ mutter and mumble/ prunes and prism/ hem
and haw/ stumble
[FE = E]) ton yin td wi
“swallowing clouds and breathing out mists”—said of
smoking opium
[ERBE]L an T j0 qi
hoarding and cornering (speculating or profiteering)/
corner (hold or engross) the market/ be on the long
~ side of the market |
CHiReH 7K Y tud ni dai shul
dragged through mud and water—muddled.as a style
of writing or acting/ diffuse, irrelevant talk., not
clear-cut/ bedrabbled/ messy/ sloppy/ slovenly
%2> b ) tud jiang zhT ma
a runaway horse—uncontrollable/ uncontrollable as a
wild horse without bridle
[0 7 34 3 tud kdu ér chb
say sth unwittingly/ words escape from one’s lips/

speak by impulse or without forethought/ let slip/
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blurt out/ one’s tongue runs before one’s wit/ jerk
out words

[R5 #G ¥ A ] tud tdi hudn go
be reborn/ cast off one’s old self/ create new things.
out of the old/ make a thoroughgoing change/ thor-
oughly remould oneself/ turn over a new leaf

[R A 8] tud ying ér cha
the point of an awl sticking out through a bag—talent
showing itself/ become eminent/ come out in the
open

(EFE 8] two shou ké dé

extremely easy to obtain/ with extreme ease

W

(2508 )Y wa kéng xTn s7
rack (or cudgel) one’s brains for/ think hard
[E&EHm] wa fa 1€ ming |
an earthen pot sounding like thunder—an unworthy
man in a high position/ earthen pots making a lot of
noise instead of the ;::lassical bells —said of bombastic
politicians 1n power while good men are out
[E RS ]Y wai féng xié qi
evil winds and noxious influence/ unhealthy trends

and evil practices/ perverse (or evil) trends/ gust of



Sl e b 401

evil wind

L4+ ] wai giéng zhdng gdn

outwardly flourishing, inwardly dried up/ be out-

wardly strong but inwardly weak/ strong in appear-
ance but weak in reality/ be strong without bur fee-
ble within/ be fierce of visage and faint of heart/ ap-
pearantly rich and successful,but actually in financial
trouble

{3 A 39 Y wan rou bl chuang
cut out a piece of one’s flesh to cure a boil—resort to
a remedy worse than the aillment/ a makeshift to tide
over a present ditficulty/ rob one’s belly to cover
one’s back

[8EF 8T wan ka zi di
fellows with white silken breeches—{ops/ profligate
son of the rich/ playboy/ dandy

L2881 wan bi gul zhao
return the jade intact to the State of Zhao-—return sth
to its owner in good condition/ return a thing whole
to its owner

[SEFELERY wan mei wd que
be flawless and perfect/ leave nothing to be desired/
as good as gold/ faultless

(5t 4 B %Y wan hud zi fen
whoever plays with fire gets burnt/ he who plays
with fire will get burned/ play with fire and perish by
it/ get burnt by playing with fire :

e e e ———— T
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[5c it 551 wan shi ba gdng
take cynical attirude towards life /be cynical/ a hippy

[5i4h # =Y wan wi sang zhi
riding a hobby saps one’s will to make progress/ ex-
cessive attention to trivia saps the will/ play through
life and have no serious ambition/ sap one’s aspira-
tion by seeking pleasure

(i A 23k ) wan shi dian tou
(be so persuasive as to make) the insensate stones
nod in agreement

[FRETR.EHFZBEET won ban jig xid pin, wéi
y&u di sha gao
only the learned rank high,all other trades are low/

all occupations are base, only book-learning is exalt-

ed

[FAERERESTY won bian bo §i qi zong
change ten thousand times without .departing from
the original aim or stand/ no matter how many
changes he has made, he has not departed from his
line/ in none of his changes has he departed from his
stand/ the central theme remains the same

I 7 & £EFY wan gii chang can
last forever/ be everlasting

&™) wan g chang qing
be forever green/be evergreen/ eternally new/ ever

new/ flourish forever/ remain fresh forever/ be
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everlasting

5 H &R F ) wan gt lid fﬁng

will be remembered throughout the ages/ leave a
good name to posterity/ have a niche in the temple of
fame

[57 &5 T $k3 wan gb gian qiid
throughout the ages/ forever

L7 & 4T k3 wan jia déng hud
a myriad twinkiing lights (of a city)

A 8 Y wan §ié ba fa
beyond redemption/ doomed eternally

CF SRS Y wan idi jo )
all sounds of nature stopped—complete silénce of the
night/ in the dead of the night/ aill sounds are hushed
(or still)/.all is quiet/ silence reigns everywhere/ si-
lence reigns supreme

(ﬁEkﬁE]wdanchangzhéng S

a long march of ten thousand & S
L7 27 ] wan md bén téng | S g

ten thousand horses galloping ahead (or forward)—
going full steam ahead

[ &) wan ma ai yin

ten thousand; horses standing mute

77 BEBiE)Y wan muo kui kui

all eyes centered on (sth)/ -all eyes are fixed on (sb

_...or 5th)
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[77 AZEE] wan rén kdng xidng
the whole town turns cut (to welcome sb or cele-
brate some event)

[ #EHc#E Y wan shi da i
everything is just fine/ all is well and propitious/ ev-
erything goes off without a hitch/ everything is in or-
der/ everything opportune/ everything propitious (or
auspicious)}/ time and tide are favourable? with (the
sun of) fortune smiling

[ 73 =38 ] wan shi héng tdng
everything runs smoothly/ everything goes well/ sail
before (or with) the wind :

[FHAE, HRKKXY won shijs bei, zhi gion
dong féng '
everything is ready,and all that we need is an east

wind—all is ready except what is crucial

[ 3 LY wan shou wi §iong -
(wish sb) a long life
L7 7K F 1LY wan shul gidn shan L

ten thousand crags and torrents—the trails of a léng
journey

{5 % —4Y wan st y1shang
only one chance in ten thousand of preserving the
life SR

(75 %) wan wi yTshi -

absolutely sure, no possibility of failure/ cannot fail
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uncler_ any circumstances/ not a chance of an error/
no risk at all/ perfectly safe

E77 %9 FH ) wan xiang géng xin
everything is fresh again/ everything looks fresh and
gay '

{7 RERFY wan ying ling dén
panacea/ cure-all

L — 10> wan zhong yT xn
millions of f}eople all of one mind/ millions united as
one/ all united in one purpose/ all of one heart/ with
one heart and one mind - -

U T4 wan zT qian hong

" innumerablé flowers of purple and red/ a riot (blaze-
or profusion) of colour

(T2 tE) wang ming zhi ta
refugees ‘from justice/ desperado/ ruffian/ badman/
fugitive '

{223 8Y wang yang b 1do
mend the fold after:a sheep is lost

[C2EFE R M) wong yang b 180, you wei wéi
it is not too late to mend the fold even after some of
the sheep have been lost

[T (/84 )Y wong yong dé nia -
lose a sheep and get an ox—the gain is greater than

-the loss ’
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[ FF— @Y wang kai y1 mian
leave one side of the net open—give the wrongdoer a
way out/ a net open on one side—purposely give the
offenders a chance to turn over a new leal

A ¥ .0 41) wang fei xin T
have had all one’s pains for nothing/ wreck one’s
brains without results/ rack one’s brains in vain/
waste one’s efforts/ fruitless efforts/ go on a wild

goose chase

[iEE 7237 ) wang fan tu lao

run back and forth in vain

[ 4R 25 wang r@n rud shi |

. disconcertedly feel lost/ wear a blank look/ be ali

adrift

(=5 3EM]) wang 21 18i bd
improperly belittle oneself/ unduly humble ones&lf,’
think lightly of oneself/ undervalue oneself/ under-
estimate one’s own capabilities/ underestimate one’s
achievements/ inferiority complex

[ 8% Kx] wang zi zin da
have too high an opinion of oneself/ be arrogant and
overweening/ be puffed up with pride/ be puffed out
with self-importance/ be well wadded. with conceit/
think no small beer of oneself

[ 3 A %] wang en f yi

devoid of all gratitude/ be ungrate{ul,ﬂ"turn on one’s
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friend/ bite the hand that feeds one/ kick down (or
over) the ladder/ ingratitude |

(5 F R Y wang hi sud yi
forget oneself in a moment of excitement/ forget one-
selt in one’s elation/ lose all bearings in moment of
pride and satisfaction

[E4LERE]Ywang chén mo ji
see the dust raised by a persen but be unable to over-
take him—hapelessly behindhand/ so far behind that
one can only see the dust of the rider ahead/ too far
behind to catch up/ too inferior to bear comparison/
fall far behind/ cannot catch up with

AW Y wang ér que bo
shrink back at the sight of (sth dangerous or diffi-
cult)/ flineh

[87i 4 8] wang ér sheng wei
be terrified (or awed) by the sight of sb or sth/ in-
spire awe even from distance/ awe-inspiring

[E K k) wang féng ér tdo
flee at the mere sight of the oncoming force/ rum
.away at rumor of approach |

AR EEY wang feng pi mi
(of an army) flee at sight/ flee pell-mell (or helter-
skelter)

(ﬁiﬁﬂ:?ﬁl wang méi zhi ké

gaze (or look) at plums to quench one s thlrst-—-vam
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hope/ quench one’s thirst by thinking of plums—
imagined satisfaction/ {feed on fancies

{834 %Y wang wen shéng yi
take the words too literally/ interpret without real
understanding

LEE 5% ] wang yan ya chuan
bore through with both eyes by gazing—of a long-ex-
pectant attitude/ anxiously gaze till one’s eyes are
strained/ have long been looking forward with eager
expectancy/ look for with impatient expectancy/ ex-
pect to see sb who never comes

[ ) wang yang xing tan
lament one’s littleness before the vast ocean—bemoan
one’s inadequacy in the face of a great task/ gaze at
the ocean and complain of its infinitude/ view with
despair the vast ocean or vast work to be done

KLU ER]Y wai jT si fo
beset with crises/ be threatened by growing crises/
crisis-ridden

[fim B Y wai ra & fudn

as dangerous as a pile of eggs—extremely risky/ pre-

carious like a stack of eggs/ hazardous as eggs piled
up/ in a precarious situation/ be in jeopardy

[5E &%) wei van séng ting
say frightening things just to raise an alarm/exag-

gerate things just to scare people/shocking statement
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attracts attention/ make an inflammatory statement/
alarmist/sensational
[ H 7Y wai zdi dan xT
the da_ngér lies between morning and evening-—death
is imminent/ on the verge of death (or destruction)/
. in-imminent danger/ at death’s door
[ EK]Y wai fang 1n (in
awe-inspiring appearance/ dignified manners/ with
great dignity/ awful air/ majestic-looking
[0 FEY wai pd ti you
combine threats with inducements (or blandish-
ments)/ alternate intimidation and bribery/ coercion -
and coaxing/ big stick and carrot
[ AR Y wai wi ba g
will not submit to force/ not to be subdued by force/
not bow to pressure/ firm and unvielding
[EA5]) wei xin sto di
with every shred of one’s prestige swept away—com-
pletely discredited/ one’s reputation is dragged in the
dust/ prestige completely swept into the dust
[#F 2iY wai bu z0 ddo
trivial matters hardly worthy of mention/ so small
that it is not worth noticing/ not worth mentioning/
knee-high to a mosquito/ cut no figure/ negligible/

insignificant/ inconsiderable/ paltry

[ H %3 wei hi i wéi
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very little/ next to nothing

[#% 5 KXY wsi yan da yi
subtle and profound language/ sublime words with
deep -meaﬁing

[ ARIEL Y wai ran yi li
stand (or rise) majestically (like a mountain)/ stand

lofty and firm/ stand rock-firm/ stand as firm as a
rock

[H3E{EF } wéi fai zud dai
do evil (wrong or mischief}/ carry on misdeeds/ en-
gage in lawlessness/ commit crimes/ perpetrate out-
rages/ break the law '

[ B AT wei f ba rén
be rich and cruel/ be one of the heartless (or unscru-
pulous) rich -

[HHAAE ) wéi QT bi yudn
the day is not far off

LR R g ) wéi sud ya wéi
do whatever one likes/ do as one pleases/ have (or
get) one’s own way/ have (or take) one’s full swing/
act wilfully

LEEELD Y weéi 1O ludin ji
violate the law and discipline/ break (or infringe)
laws and violate discipline/ offences against (breach
of , violation of or in contravention of) law and disci-

pline
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[ 3T Y wéi chéng dd yudn
besiege a city to annihilate the enemy reliet force/ be:
siege the enemy in order to strike at his reinforce-
~ ments . !
CE S ELY wéi weéi jio zhao
.+ i'besiege Wei to rescue Zhao”—relieve the:besieged
by besieging the base of the besiegers/ relieving the
state of Zhao by besieging the state of Wei
[MRMEE]Iweilishitg - o
be bent solely on profit/ be intent on nothing but
profit/ work exclusively for profit/ put profit-making
.first/ be interested only in personal gain/ try to turn
-everything. to one’s own advantage/ with the profit
- motive paramount,/ profit-grabbing
[ G- W53 wéi ming. ghi ting
always do as one is told/ be absolutely .obedient/ be
at sb’s beck and call/ be guided entirely b¥ the orders
of (5b)/ be led by the ears/ be under sb’s thumb/ be
moulded like wax/ be at sb’s disposal -
(PR ]Y wéi wd di zan - _
supremacy over all/ terribly seli-conceited/ extreme-
ly conceited/ assume air of self—iinporﬁant:t/ overlord-
-ship/. overweening L
LHERLHE £ J wéi miao wéi xido
(of painting, portrayval) strikingly (or remarkably)
true to life (or nature)/ absolutely lifelike/ ‘be the
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very image of

[E)XAHYwe da bo dido
the tail is too big to wag—of encumbrances, such as
dependencies which become toc much for the parent
State/ leadership rendered ineffectual by recalcitrant
subordinates/ (of an organization) toc cumbersome
to be effective/ subordinate growing too powerful/
the tail wagging the dog

[Z iR E]) wei qi git quan 7
stoop in order to accomplish something/ compromise

_out of consideration for the general interest/ stoop to
comprofnise! save the situation by some concessions/
sulfer wrong for the sake of general interest/ make
concessions to achieve one’s purpose/ be guite accom-
modating and care for over-all interests/ in a spirit of
conciliation and compromise

{SR38 h ) wéi wi dong:ting

" speak with absorbing interest/ be pleais.ing to the ear/
smooth-spoken | .

LT k] wéi wei ér tan :
talk familiarly on and en/ talk volubly.

{3 MR #% ) wai mi bt zhén
in low spirits/ dejected and apathetic/ dejectior and
laxity/ {eel (or look)blue/ milk-and-water/ dispirit-
ed/ downcast

o e B Y wéi wii nudinud

__....,________.T___—__ —
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say “yes”,“yes”repeatedly/ be a yes-man/ with ser-
vility /be obsequious/ servile
L5 AABK4 ) wei cong qa gque
drive the birds (or sparrows)into the woods(or thick-
ets) —drive one’s friends to the side of the enemy
CHRER] wei ho fu yi
give wings to a tiger—increase the power of a tyrant
to do evil/ lend support to an evildoer like adding
wings to a tiger/ assist an evildoer.
CAEFEH Y wei hid zud chang
play the jackal to the tiger/ act as guide to tiger: {or
as’ the paws of the tiger)/ act as a helpes to an evil
person/ help a villain do evil/ assist the evildoer/
. serve as the enemy’s jackal/ hold a candle to the devil
[ HEi#FHY wei min qing ming
plead in the name of the people/ plead for the life: of
the people/ plead for the people
[D2 A EM ] wei ren zud jid |
labour in the interests of another in order to make a
living—from' the idea of a girl working on the: bridal
finery of another/ sewing sb else’s trousseau~—doing
. work for others with no. benefit to oneself/ make
wedding dress for others—s woman’s lathent of being
bridesmaid and never a bride/ slave for other peaple¥
act on others’ behalf.

35 R Jowei yudn. qi yu
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drive the fish into deep waters/ drive one’s friends to
the side of the enemy
L& b HeH) wei bd xidgn zhi
‘have foresight/ foretell / foresee
LT EIEY wei k& hou &
do not censure (person or act) too much/. be not al-
. together inexcusable/ give no cause for mueh eriti-
¢ism .
[ &£FE] wei (do-xign shudi
prematurely senile/ old before.cne’s age (or time)/
- decrepit.before old age '
[AEE %46 wet néng midn sa
be unable to rise above the conventions/ cannot but
follow conventional practice/ have to follow the cus-

FLA

toms
[ HE]Y wei yi chou mdu -
provide against (or for) a rainy day/ save (or lay up)
against a rainy day/ provide against the future/ take
precautions/ don’t have thy cloak to-make when it
begins to rain/ cast an anchor to. windward
IR "B %) weéi tong jiGo 14
it is like chewing wax-—insipid/ tasteless like chew-
" ing a candle/ it tastes no better than tallow
[BE ERY wei shou wei weéi S
fear both the beginning and the end-—excessive fear/
be full of misgivings/ be overcautious/ b filled with
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misgivings and fear/ be frightened all over

[E4 A7) wei sud bo gian
hesitate to press forward/ hang back (in face of dan-
ger)/ recoil in fear/ flinch from |

N8R K T wei ran chéng feng
this practice.has grown into a general trend/ become
A common practice}’ become the order of the day/
cote into vogue

[ 9CI) wei weéi da guan
present a splendid sight/ afford a magnificent view/
make an impressive sight/ be a sight to behold (or to
see) .

LIRS &N #H Y wen g ér zhi xin
review the old and learn the new/ gain new insights
through restudying old material/ reviewing the past
helps one to understand the present/ learn the new
by restudying the old/ review what you have learned
and know what is new -

L5 1% Bk k] wen qing mo md

full of tender feeling/ too softhearted

(8 30 /R HED wen weén &r yd

cultured and refined in manners/gentle and cultivated
o R AHEEY wen ba dui ti |
irrelevant to the subject/ get off the subject/ beside
the point/ go off on a tangent/ wide of the mark

A0 A wén bo jid didn
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never blot a line in writing—have a facile pen/ write
well ,fast and without need of revision/ the writing is
faultless
[ MFNR ] weén cong zi shan
{of writing) clear and idiomatic/ readable and fluent
[ B E] wen fang si bdo
‘the four treasures of the study (writing brush, ink
stick, ink slab and paper)-—stationery requisites
[>o3 4 3ET wén gud shi fai
cover up one’s errors by excuses/ gloss over one’s
fault/ conceal faults and gloss over wrongs/ explain
away one’s errors/ paper over one’s errors/ disguise
evil conduct/ slur over and excuse one’s crimes
[z A #52] wén rén xidng ging
writers like to disparage one another/ scholars tend
to scorn each other
[scimHE A Y wén rd qirén

the writing mirrors the writer/ the style is the man/

like author,like book
015 %Y wen tiGn wi xT
.(of a corrupt regime) the civil officials are indolent
and the military officers frivolous |
[ £ Y wén wi shuding quan
be well versed in both polite letters and martial arts/
a man versed in both literature and military affairs/ a

man endowed with civil and military virtues/ be
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adept with both the pen and the sword

[ Y wen zhibin bin

elegance and solidity equally combined/balance of

outward grace and solid worth/be elegaut and gentle/
be so gentle and refined /with elegant manners /gentle
[E R Y wen feng ér q1 .
immediately respond to a call/ go into action without
delay/ take action as socon as one hears
[E X #E]) wén feng sang dan
lose courage when one hears/ become terror-stricken
(panic-stricken or terrified) at the news
Ui 3 M=) wéng gud z& xi
feel happy when told of one’s errors/ be glad to have
ane’s errors pointed cut/ glad when told of one’s own
errors/ thankful for being told of one’s errors
[H#ZAmRE]Y wén ming bl rd jiain midn
know a man by repute is not as good as meeting him
face to face/ knowing a person by repute is not as
good as seeing him in the flesh
[ 57 E Y wén sud wai wén
hesr that one has never heard before/ never even
heard of/ never heard of such a thing before/ it licks
creation/ unheard-of
[E—51+ 1 wen yizh1 shi
“hear one thing and know ten others”—intelligent/

infer the whole matter after hearing but one point/

- 1T
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guick-witted/ smart

[ > 3 wén jing zhT jido _.
a friendship that wonuld_ lead persons to die for each
other/ bosom friends who are willing to die {or one
another/ friends sworn to death/ sworn friends

(B %) wen cGo zud qudan

have full assurance of success
[%8H.5847) wén zha wén da
go ahead steadily and strike sure blows/wage steady
and sure struggle/go about things steadily and surely
(R 42 1458 ) wén chang wen dudn
take the trouble to make detailed inquiries
(imiE F &) wen dao ya méang
ask a blind man the way —seek advice from an igno-
rant person/ask the way from a blind man —seek ad-
vice from one who can offer none/blind leading the
blind ' o |
[ SEfa] 88 ] wen han wen nuan
ask after sb’s health with deep concern/ be solicitous
for sb’ welfare
[ia . Y wen xin wi kui
have a clear conscience/ feel no qualms upon self-ex-
amination/ peace of conscience
(LAY wen xTn you kul
feel a twinge of conscience/ have a guilty conscience

(&0 2 %) weng zhong zhi big
a turtle in the jar—bottled up/ (like) a rat in a hole/
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inescapable situation/ a sitting duck/ trapped
(&5 12% )Y weng zhong zhud bié

catch a turtle in the jar—a sure catch/ catch a rat in

the hole/ go after an easy prey

[BFTHEY wd xing wd 50
persist in one’s old way (no matter what ﬂthers say)/
stick to one’s old way of doing things

GRE T HE] wo vé gian 1T
3 vast expanse of fertile land

[Er#=B]Y wo xin chang dan
sleep on brushwood and taste gall —undergo self-im-
posed hardships so as to strengthen one’s resolve to
wipe out a national humiliation/ lie on faggots and
taste gall —nurse vengeance/ endure hardships to ac-
complish some ambition/ in determination for re-
venge

[ F 53] wo shdu yan hudin
shake hands and make up

[3-& 2 4] wi hé zh1 zhdng
a motley force that knows no discipline/ an undisci-
plined mob/ a disorderly band/ a motley crowd/
sheep without a shepherd/ the ragtag and l:n:'nl:n;anl,:ir
tagrag/ rout/ mob/ rabble - &

[53-/\M]) wi qi ba z&o
in a horrible mess/ in great disorder/ (turn things)

upside down/ filthy
[ )R] wh yOn zhdng qi

_..._—'__r_——-
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a-foul atmosphere/ a pestilential atmosphere/ befoul
the atmosphere/ pandemonium
[i5iRmKY wia ni zhud shui
filthy mire/ filth and mire/ the mire
e 33 Y wi ha ai zai
alastalack!/ alas, it is sad indeed/ lament the cause
as lost/ dead and gone/ all is lost
[ Y wid bing shén yin
moan and groan without being il / groaning when not
really in pain/ pain without cause/ make a fuss about
an imaginary illness/ make a fuss about nothing/
adopt a sentimental pose/ baseless anxiety
UE3GHLE > H:] wa chi zhT yéu
brazen in the extreme/ the height of shamelessness/
most shameless of all
[ HAE]T wa cha gi you
nothing superior to it/ second to none/ matchless/
un-equalled/' unexcelled
[RETRXTYwodiya tian xid
unmatched anywhere in the world/ invincible/
matchless/ peerless |
[XHREK]Y wa di fﬁng shi
shoot an arrow without a target/ shoot agrandom (or
at nonexistent target)/ random shooting/ let fly at

nothing/ discharge one’s pistol in the air

[TH g E) wa di 21 réng’
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no place for one—not a leg to stand on/ find nowhere
{or no place) to hide oneself for shame/ feel too
ashamed to show one’ face/ loock for a hele to crawl
into

X shF %] wi dong yi zhdng
call forth no response in one’s breast/ aloof and indif-
ferent/ with nonchalance/ without compunction/ he
dead (or lost) to all feeling/ be hardened to/ un-
touched/ unmoved/ unconcerned

[ XA MY wo du ydu Su
it is not unique, but has its counterpart/ not come
singly but in pairs

[REFIEY wa @ ba zud
stop at nothing in doing evil/ stop at no evil/ do ev-
ery imaginable evil/ commit all manner of c¢rimes/
commit all kinds of atrocities/ be as wicked as pos-
sible/ one’s evil doings know no limits

[XEFT XY wa fG wi tian
defy laws human and divine/ become absolutely law-
less/ run riot/ run wild and stir up trouble/ one’s
madness knows no bounds/ devil-may-care/ licen-

Iy

tious/ lawless

[XFARRBRY W fang bi gi 1ang:

there afe no waves without wind/ there’s no smoke

without fire

[ERARY wi f&ng qi lang
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waves rising without any breeze-—baseless slanders/
make trouble out of nothing

[ ITH]Y wa gen wui di
without foundation or support
[Fx:hF3§Y wa gong shdu I
get a reward without deserving it
(XX KRFT wa guan da ju
of no great importance/ of little account/ a side is-
sue/ not matter very much
| [X=278]) wi guan héng zhi
a matter of no consequence/ be of no consequence (or
significance)}/ be of no consideration/ inessential / in-
significant
I XSeRE) wa guan tong yang
(of comments) without any bite/(of remarks) irrele-
- vant or pointless/ be completely indifferent to/ irrel-
evant
R ZRk]Y wo T zhT tan |
baseless gossip/unfounded (or fantastic)talk (or state-
ments ) /pack of nonsense/ a cook-and-bull story/ a
. fishy story/ a latrine rumoutr/ a tale of a tub/ fiction
[RiHATHEY Wi ii k& sh
without any plan which might be used/ utterly with-
-out resources/ at one’s wits’ end/ at the end of one’
tether

(EHTFHEIw jiyashi =
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of no help to the matter/ of no avail/ to no effect/ a
grain of wheat in a bushel of chaff/ unhelpful/ use-
less

(XA 2 Y wa jia zhi bdo
priceless treasure/ invaluable asset/ above (beyond
or without) price

[ZBARFE]Y wa jian bu cuf
capable of destroying any stronghold/ overrun all
fortifications/ carry all before one/ be all-conguer-
ing/ invincible |

LTHTTR] wu jing da cdi
dispirited and discouraged/ be in low spirits/ with
one’s spirit quenched/ be in (get or have) the blues/
out of heart (spirits, sorts or humour)/ feel slack/
listless/ dejected/ lackadaisical

[(EHfFEHE] wa ja wo sha
free and easy/ unconstrained/ unrestrained

{30 L) wa k& b ni
beyond (past or without) compare/ matchless/ in-
comparable/ unparalleled

[T 3R] wa ké f&i yi
(be )Ywithout rebuke/ above (or beyoiid) reproach/
ahove cntuclamf unobjectionable/ blam#}' unim-
peachable

[X v EIE]Y wi k& hou {&i

give no cause for much criticism/ not mexcusable
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[XPHE Y wi ké hui yan
there is ne hiding the fact/ undeniable
[Ch] 2548 Y wa k& nai hé
there is no help ifor it/ have no alternative/ have no
way out/ be reluctant to/ against one’s will/ willy-
nilly/ helpless -
[LRf AT Y wi ké wi bO ke
not care one way or another/ without any precon-
ceived ideas/ indecisive/ uncertain
[ 74 #E) wi k& zhéng bian
beyond (all) question/ beyond (or without} contro-
versy/ beyond dispute/ indisputable/ irrefutable/ in-
controvertible/ incontestable/ undeniable
Exaf®EE] wo ké zhi yi
.out of doubt/ without (beyond or ne) doubt/ un-
doubted/ indubitable/ unquestionable
[ZHARAY wi kdng bit r
there is no opening into which he does not enter—of
one who is skilful in intrigue/ always trying to pene-
trate in (or into)/ enter into every opening/ poke in-
to every nook and corner/ seize every opportunity/
always have an eye on the main chance/ have a finger
in ‘eve@n pie/ lose no chance/ no opportunity over-
laoked/ all-pervasive
[ERM]Y wo iT gl ndo

make trouble out of nothing/ make trouble ground-
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lessly (or wilfully)/ refuse ta listen to reason/ be de-
liberately provocative/ utter nonsense and make trou-
ble/ unreasonable altercation/ {rivelous quibbling/
unreasonabile quarrelling/ mischief-making
[Ei&m Y wa lan ra heé
at any rate/ at all events/ in any case/ whatever hap-
pens/ at all costs/ for all the world/ come what may/
sink or swim
[ 2z 4% wi mT zh7 chui
cook a meal without rice—*lécking the necessary ma-
~_terials one cannot accomplish one’s intentions/ make
bricks without straw
(x4 /EEY wi ming xido 20
a nobody/ a cipher/ nonentity
[FZX2%HE] wid ming ying xidng
an unknown hero
[FEBE N F1Y wi néng wei i
incapable of action/ cannot d_o anything to help/ pow-
erless/ helpless :
(EF LRI wi gidng wu jin
infinite/ Erl_dlessf boundless/ inexhaustible/ unfailing
I XA KXY wi shting da ya
involving no major principte/ not afiect the whole/
not hurt the important essentials/ not matter much/

unimportant defects

[3GE R ] wi shéng wi xiU

—
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neither sound nor smell—of a person who is un-
known to fame and without notoriety/ of no reputa-
tion/ unknown/ obscure

[ZEAE =5 wo shi bu deng san bdo dian
no one comes to the Hall of the Trinity without a rea-
son/ never go to the temple for nothing/ would not
go to sb’s place except on business, for help,ete. / 1
wouldn’t come to you if 1 hadn’t something to ask of
you

[ X3 £E3E]Y wo shi shéng 18 |
make trouble out of nothing/ create problems where
none exists/ make uncalled-for trouble/ be deliber-
ately provocative

[ ARE]) wa sud ba bao | |
leave nothing unincluded/ all-embracing/ all-encom-
passing )

X EEY wi sud bu néng
almighty/ omnipotent .

R B 251 Wi sud by wei
there is nothing which he does not do—in the way of
evil/ stop at nothing/ do all manner of evil/ go all
lengths

LA B H Y wi sud bh yong qi ji
resort to évery cnnceiv.able means / resort to extreme
measures/ employ the meanest of tricks/ use every

trick up one’s sleeve/ go to every extreme/ stop at
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nothing / leave no stone unturned/ go to any length
EX P REEY wa sud bu zdi
omnipresent/ ubiquitous
[EF AR50 wa sud bu zhi
omniscient
LR AR E] wa sud bu zhi
penetrate everywhere/ spare no pains (1o do evil )/ be
capable of anything/ in every possible way/ by every
possible means '
[ F EY wi sud cud shdu z0
do not know how to move hand and foot—not know-
ing what to do/ be at a loss as to what to do
CEARERR]Y wi sud ga i | |
without scruple/ hesitate at no act/ go all lengths/
unscrupulously |
CRFFE M T wa sud shi cong
with no definite plan to follow/not know jﬁrhat course
to take/be at a loss as to what to do/be at sea
[X AT MY wa subl shi shi |
be occupied with nothing/ have nothing to do/ idle
away one’s time/ idle about (or along)/ be at an idle

end/ idlesse

CEFAFRR] wi sus wei jC

'utterly without fear/ fearless/ dauntless/ undaunted
[FT Y wi sud yong xTn

not give serious thought to anything/ have an empty
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head

LR Y wi sud zud weéi
attempt nothing and accomplish nothing/ be in a
state of inertia

[HEFAFI wih wang ba i
go smoothly everywhere/ be ever successful/ all wa-
ter runs to one’s mill

[ F Y wi wang bo shéng
carry all before one/ invincible/ ever-victorious

[E3E 2RI wi wang zhT z8i
unexpected ¢ or accidential ) misfortune ( or
calamity)/ undeserved ill turn

(XA E] wio wéi ba zhi

. never came short in the smallest details/ without any
detail not taken care of/ lavish every care on/ in ev-
ery possible way/ (attention, influence)reaches ev-
ery-where/ to the last atom/ meticulously

LR ] wa xi k& chéng
no crack to get in by/ no openings (or loophole) to
exploit/ no weakness to take advantage of/ leave no
room ior

[ W0 35) wit xié ké jT
with no chink in one’s armour/ find no flaw (or
chance) for attack/ beyond criticism/ unassailable/
unimpeachable/ invulnerable/ flawless/ (of com-

ments) watertight
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[ LRI wi yT wi kao
have no one to depend on/ helpless
KA E ] wi yi fu jia
in the extreme
LEE XY wi ving wa zong
disappeared without a shadow/ disappear complete-
ly/ vanish without a trace/ not a trace left/ vanish in-
to thin air/ fly (or go) to the winds/ clean gone
[XTE S Y wa yong hui yan
no need for reticence/ be frank
[T /# %R Y wa yong zhui shi
it’s unnecessary to go into details
LR TE]Y wia you wa il
free from care/ carefree
[X 5@ ]Y wa va tan bi
beyond challenge/ beyond {or without) compare (or
comparison )/ past comparison/ lick ail creation/
without equal/ incomparable/ unparalleled/ unique
[ i) wo yuan wi g
without any reason/ without cause or reason/ with
out rhyme or reason/ for no reason at all
[IXEFEZRK . XTI ZART wid yudn zhi shui, wi bén
zhT mu
water without a source and a tree without roots

[ 47/ ]Y wa zhdng shéng ydu
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create sth out of nothing—trumped up/ turn nothing
into sth/ sheer fabrication/ a figment of the imagina-
tion/ purely fictitious/ manufacrure out of thin air/
fabricated |

[T RENHYwa z0 gua chi
not worth mentioning/ don’ mention it

[ 2% E] wi z0 qing zhong |
of little importance {(or consequence)/ a matter of no
consequence/be of no account(or consequence) /eount
for little (or nothing) fcarry no weight/not fit to be
considered/ kick the beam/nonsignificant/ footy |

[RE &4 Y wi cdi bin fan
a riot of colour/ an assemblage of colours/ be riot
with colours/ blazing with colour/ in amazing
colours/ the play of colours/ all the colours of the
rainbow/ multi-¢oloured/ colourful

LR 77 4e40) wo fang za chl
{city where) peaples from all regions congregate

[f6 £ &} wi gi fang dang "
an abundant harvest of all grains Cor of all food
crops)/ a bumper grain harvest

[E %+ &) wl guang shise
‘bright with many colours/ gay with variegated
colours/ all sorts of colours/ a .great variety of
colours/ resplendent with variegated colouration/ of
all kinds/ varicoloured/ multicoloured/ motley
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[EMEE]T wi ha si hai |
the five lakes and the four seas—everywhere/ all the
seas and lah-:eé-everﬁrwheref (from) all;é;‘ners of the
country |
EHWATTY WO hud ba mén
of a Wj'ride (or rich) variety/ many and manifold/ a

0]
..

motley variety of/ all kinds of/ kaleidoscopic/ mis-
cellanecus/ variegated/ manifold/ multifarious
[# H ®IKY wi ri jing zhao _
an official who doesn’t expect to remain lang in office
(E+ 3% E$) wi shi bu xiag bai bu
~ one who retreats fifty paces mocks one who retreats a
hundred—the pot calls the kettle black
FHA&RMMT wi tTi6u di
the five members fall prostrate in obeisance—the
‘hands., the knees and the head touching the ground/
complete prostration/ prostrate oneself in admiration
before/ kneel at the feet of / on all féurs before
[HBA~€] wd yan il sé |
of various colours/ multicoloured/ colourful
[ FH# ] wil wén nong mo - '
pervert the law by playing with legal ]jhraseoli}gyf
engage in phrase- mongermg;‘ indulge in’ fam:y writ-
" ing/ play on words
Mg 2 ALY wa weéi van zht ba yi yé

don’t say that I didn’ warn you/ do not blame us
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for not having forewarned you/ don’t say that you
have not been forewarned/ let no one say he has not
been warned
[/ 414 ) wa fi chéng shéng
worms breed in decaying matter/ worms invest de-
cayed matter
[ B F2] wo huan xing yi
things change and the stars move—-change of the sea-
sons/ things or aspects of things have changed
[ E)wo ji bifan
when a thing reaches its limit, it begins to return/
things will develop in the opposite direction when
they become extreme/ things always revert (or re-
verse) themselves after reaching an extreme/ a thing
turns into its opposite if pushed too far/ things which -
have reached their extremes turn into their opposites
LR K Y wa jin gl yong
make the best use of everything/ let all things serve
their proper purpose
LAY wa yil8i ju
things of one kind come together/ birds of a feather
flock together/ like attracts (or draws to) like
R AFHRIworén zi di
harm the younger ge‘neratmn/ lead young people
astray

LR A B ) wird g to

go astray/ be misled
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X

[E%F T A)xishining rén
a policy of_ compromise to let everybody haj;é peace/
patch up a guarrel and reconcile the parties con-
cerned/ make concessions to avoid trouble/ gloss
things over to stay on good terms/ pour (or throw?
oil on (troubled) waters

LERE3£] x7 7 xiGng gudn |
be linked with each other closely/ be closely bound
up/ vitally interrelated

(EBMESY xTmo o jin
as careful of his ink a$ if it were gold-—said of one
who would not write too readily/ (of a writer, callig-
rapher. painter) abstemious in his use of ink

(£ ¥ ) x7 zh7T shi zhdng
care for the fingers and lose the hand—lose much in
being careful of little/ stint a finger nnlf to lose the
whole hand—try to save a little only to lose a lot

[ EBIERY X7l ha ta
not knowing what one is about/ muddleheaded

[RBRRIxixT1aa

. thinly scattered/ sparse . L
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[ERERININ] x1 7 rdng rang
hustle and bustle abour/ bustling with activity/ with
people bustling about/ coming and goeing in crowds
[EuZesra ) x 7 x7ha ha
laughing and joking/ laughing merrily/ mirthful
UEEERY xTpi xido lian
grinning cheekily/ smiling and grimacing
[ 3ERk Y xi f8i chéng shi -
© accept what is wrong as right as one grows accus-
tomed/ through usage the erroneous becomes the cor-
rect
[ B )Y xi guan chéng zi ran
once you form a habit, it comes natural to you/ what
is habitually done becomes natural/ habit makes
things natural/ habit (or custom) is a second nature/
once a use, forever a custom
[ EA%] x1 yan ba cha
too accustomed to sth to call it in question
[ L5 % Y i yT wéi chang
become (or get) accustomed to/ be used to
[ 54K xi yd xing chéng
habit becomes one’s second nature
DR x1 b0 xid nudn
not sit long enough to warm the mat (seat)—said of
a busy man/ be in a tearing hurry/ be constantly on
the go
[ B #0871 x1 & gdng ting
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cleanse the ears and listen reverently/ listen with re-
spectful attention/ prick up one’s earg/ be all ears
h-ang on sb’s lips

[ O3] xi xin g& mian
change one’s heart and reform/ make a thorough re-
formation/ reform oneself thoroughly/ turn over a

new leaf

(¥4 4] xT chd wang wai
be overjoyed (at an unexpected gam, good news,
etc. )/ joy beyond all expectations/ in pleased sur-
prise/ be overcome with joy

(¥ M EFEY x1 cong tian jiang

+ happiness comes from Heaven—a sudden unexpected
happy event

(XK xi nG wi chang .
‘subject to changing moods |

(E<#E#EI I qi yang yang
full of jov/ ebullition of joy/ jubilant

[BESRY T wen 12 jian |
love to see and hear .

[EZBAY T xido yan kai
light up with pleasure/ be wreathed in smiles/ beam-
ing with smiles/ beam with joy/ be all smiles

[EHEIHY xT xin yan jid
love (or please with) the new and loathe the old—be
fickle in affection
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[®ETF&]3 %1 xing yu se
a happy expression on one’s face/ happiness written
on one’s face/ light up with pleasure/ be visibly
pleased
[+ # Y xi shut chang lia
a small but a steady stream—small but steady in-
come/ plan on a long-term basis/ economniize to avoid
running short/ go about sth little by little without a
letup
(44t #5281 xi zhegn mi I
" fine needle and closely wrought threads/ in fine,
close stitches/(work}in a meticulous way
[HEEAETT xi wai mod jié ‘
minor details (or problems)/ side issues/ nonessen-
tials
{Vr =845 ] xia bing xie jiang g
shrimp soldiers and crab generals—ineffective troops
LB F AT 3 298] xia zi dian déng bai fei 1a
like lighting a lamp for a blind man—absolutely use-
less/like a blind man carrying a candle—a sheer
waste ’
[T M4R0R A F-) xid zi jidn gidn yan jing ki
on seeing money, even a blind man would have his
eyes wide open
{ETFRMA] Xl z md yd
a blind man groping for fish—act blindly
[ 3 #H31E Y xia 10 xiang féng
they meet in a narrow path—where they could not
avoid each other/ {(of adversaries) meet face to face
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On a narrow path—eeme into unavomdahle confronta-
tmn/mewtabfe revenge;" be squeezed tnte evershrmk—

ing domain

[ﬁﬂﬁ@] xia &r wén ming

be well- known far anci near/ nejn},r w1desprend re-

. . . + i
“oRos LA T i

nown/ everybody far‘and néar knows it ‘
CEARHEH] xia bu yan yo | :
one flaw cannot obscure the splendour of the jade—
the defects cannot obscure the virtues/ the flaws do
not detract from the jade’s essential beauty——b'emlqh— |
" es do not detract man’s greatness
[ﬁﬁﬁﬂl] i@ yd hu jrun
there are both ge-::-d and bad qualltles,f see what is
perfect and what is not/ have defects as well as mer-
its/ have both stmng and weak pemts
(FEFE.BEHE] xia bi gian yén. 17t§ wan I7
a thnusar_lel_ words from the pen in a stream, but ten
thq:a_usand bF aﬁey from the theme-—write’ quickly but
s'tra.y from the theme
[T R A xia bu wéi i
not to be taken as a precedent/ not to be repeated
['FEﬂ*ﬁﬁ] xid ch& y1shT i
the moment one alights from the effaelal carriage —
the moment one takes up one’s official post/ as soon
as one alights from the official carriage—on arrival at

a new post
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[‘FEEA] Xida b rén __

| Song of the Rustlc Poor (a folk SDl‘lgl of ﬂi:é_ﬁtﬁte of
Chu)——papular literature or art

[FZE#]) xid ma kan hua | .
dlsmnunt to view the flc:wersf get nff one s horse and

lnnk at the flowers/ Dn-tl}e spot m]vestigatu:m

CZHE 9H) xian do weéi kudi :
conmder it a pleasure to be among the ﬁrst to read (a
poem, artlclen etc. )

lﬁ'ﬁi’i‘ﬁﬂ)\] :-uan fa zhi rén

gain the initiative (or gain ‘the mastery) by striking

IR

first/ forestall the enemy/ get (or have) the start of
sb/ take the wind out crf sh’s sauls," -:atr:,h the ball be-
fore the bound/ steal a march on sb/ he who makes
the first start rules nthersf the launcher has the ad-
vantage/ strike first/ preemptive
HE;J.,ZHH] xitin jidan Zhl ming
the ability to dlscern what 1S commg/ able to predict
{or anticipate)/ have a long head/ be far-sighted/
prophetic vision/ prescient/ foresight/ far-seeing/
provident T
(55305 £) xian H hou bing )
be a gentleman first and a soldier sé;:::i;“r;::lf first a
courteous exchange of words, then war/ take strong
measures only after courteous ones fail/ try peaceful

(or fair) means before resorting to force
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[ AR EY xian ri wei zhi ]'

first impressions are strongest/ first impressions are

firmly entrenched/ the first speaker has the advan-
tage to instil certain notions/ preéonceiﬁed 1deas keep
a strong hold/ formulate preconceived ideas/ be prej-
udiced

[ A2 0] xian ra zhT jian
a preconéeived idea (or notion)/ prejudice/ precon-
cep-tion |

(&2 A ] xian shéng dub rén
forestall one’s opponent by a show of strength/ over-
awe others by displaying one’s strength

LS XA )Y xian tian ba zd _
be congenitally deficient/ suffer from an inherent
shortage/ an inadequate natural.endOWmentf inher-
ent shortage of ' |

IXT 2z, /FRT 2 5M 4 xion tian xia zhi
yOu &5 you,hdu tian xia zhité ér lé
a leader should plan and worry ahead of the people,
and enjoy the fl'l.llts after the penple;" he concerned
about affairs of state before others, enjoy comfort af-
ter others/ the first to show concern and the Iast_ to
enjoy himself ’ t

[5&28)xian wa zhi ji
business requiring immediate atténtion/ a matter of

great urgency/ pressing (uf'ﬁrgent')task to be fulfilled
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first/ first things first
[T 3F5&]Y xion xid shdu wéi giang
whoever strikes the first blow has the advantage/ he
who strikes first gains the advantage/ to take the ini-
tiative is to gain the upper hand/ the early bird gets
 the worm |
[ /5% ) xian zhdn hdu zdu
execute the criminal first and report to the emperor
afterwards—act first and report afterwards/ (ancient
general) empowered to kill first then repaqrt later
(R %5540 xian zhT xidn jué |
person of foresight ‘and vision/ having foresight/
prophet | |
[R{FEED xian qing yi zhi
leisurely and carefree mood/ leisure and mood for en-
jo?ments! romaﬁtic or poetic fancy/ mood for re-
laxation
5% 42 &) xian wai zhi yin
the meaning between the lines/overtones/implication
[E 5 R xian & yijian
it is crystal clear that/ clearly show/ obvious/ evi-
dentl}'f clearly
[E &8 3]) xidn shén Shuﬁ fa
advise sh or explain sth by using one’s own experi-

ence as an example/ take oneself as an example

Kk SRR 1 xian shén 1ing yd
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be thrown into prison/ be sent {or taken) tc prison/
be put in prison
[AkitEi g Y xidn ji xidn cé
offer advice/ make suggestions/ suggest ways and
means fores
[+ ¥, )Y xiang an wy shi
live in peace with each other/ live together peacefully
[+ 7575 % ) xiang dé yi zhang |
each shining more brilliantly in the other’s company/
bring -out the best in each other/ complement each
other/ each improves by association with ithe other/
benifit by association together
[4 5 #A,) xiang fan xiang chéng |
(things that) eppose each other and yet al':-.:u‘t:c-mple—
ment each other/ things opposed to and cnmp!_ement;
ing each other/ both opposite and mr_nplemﬂitary to
each other
CiEs M ALl xiang f xiang chéng
complement each other/ supplement each other
[AHE MR ] xiting jing rd bin '
(of couple ) treat each other with respect (“like
guests”’) / never fail in mutual respect Cand acten.
tions)
[ 2= L) xiang qi wi ji
not much difference between (the two)
[#8EH=]) xidng shéng xiang ké
mutual promotion and restraint between the five ele-
ments (a concept held by the ancients to explain
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natural phenomena and later used in traditional Chi-
nese medicine, etc. )
Uia$R 3] xiang ti bing lan-
mention in the same breath/ put sth on a par with/
regard in same category
A7 48] xiang xing jian ch
prove definitely inferior/ pale by comparisen/ be in-
ferior by comparison/ seem pallid by comparison/ ap-
pear deficient in comparison/ compare unfavourably
with/ be pale before (beside or by the side of)/ be
casted (put or thrown) into the shade/ be outshone/
overshadowed o - |
L R 311 xiging van chéng xi
become a custom through long usage
[ {5 4 ) xidng y1 wei ming
depend on each other for existence (or survival)/ be
bound by a common destiny/ share one’s life together
[+ape gl #8] xiang v ing chéng qu
form a. delightful contrast/ contrast finely with each
other/ gain by contrast/ set each other off
{4407 £ ) xiang zhT ydu su
have known each other long
[ 48 0e ) xiong 16ng fu hi
subdue the dragon and tame the tiger—overcome
powerful adversaries '
[R =B xidng che yon xido
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resound (or reverberate) through the skies/ echoing
to the skies/ the air resounded- WIth ' |
t"ﬁhﬂ'zl Xiding & xing yun | )
ﬂ(\ﬂ‘rfr s:ﬂgmg) be so sonorous it stops the passmg
ciouds )
[’Ejﬁ;‘&%] XiGng ﬂ'jng shé g
| fry every means/ cla everythmg posmblef try by hook
‘ or by crook
t%)\él]za'k] xidng ra fél &i
allow the fancy to run wild/ give pl.a;i,Ir to ?ne s lmagl-'
nation/ indulge in fantasy/ mdulge m dreams of/
* wishtul thmklngf far-fetched 1magmatmn/ much giv-
‘en to speculation/ have a maggot in one’s Kead Cor
brain )/ a flight of fancy (or of lmagmatmn)f' have
one’s head full of bees/ cmes wits are (gone) wool-

t

"gathermg/ be (or have one’s head) in the clﬂuds

[r“j%ﬁxﬁ] Xiong bi xd zto -
“thike up out of one’s head/ create groundless Tu-
mors/ fabricate

i P& TGz ) xiang v ér qi
weep in a corner and bewail ones sad fate/ weep al]

" alone in a corner/ be left to grleve in the cold/ grieve

out in the cold

U’Eﬂlﬁ‘gl xidng {1 xing shi

act ‘as the occasion demands/ do as one sees fit/

g

watch for the proper moment for actlan/ act when'

the time is c::+1:r|:h::+:wn.:mau«‘r act at oppnrtune time
- . . r
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[FigE ] xiang bei xiang wang
look in both directions/ a huge jostling crowd ( ‘neck
_:‘I i
to back”)/ (walk) one after another in close suc[ces-

sion

[ EdE 8 ,E:Iﬁziﬂi"“] xiang zhuang wi ||C1n yi 20i pél
gong
Xiang Zhuang perfnrmed ‘the sword dance as a cover
for his attempt on Liu Bang’s life—act with a hidden

. motive

{4 1 3% 5 ] xiang chi fén shén
an elephant is killed because of its ivory—warning a-
gainst hoarding wealth/ the elephant is destroyed for
thé's'ake of its tusks

[ﬁ‘%@ﬁ‘ﬁ'ﬁ] xiGng sha ydu jie shi
make a great show of being in earnest/ pretend to be
serious (about doing sth)/ puil a S§anctimonious face/'
with affect_ed (or seeming) seriousness/ in all appar—
ent ser;-.::n;.lsriess/ with great fanfare/ in a matter-of-
fact manner

[ % # 7R 4] xido shéu shi zhong
cut off a person ’s head and hang it up as a warning to

all

L4808 )\ 2 ) xido fo cong gong
attend to official duties on an empty stomach/ serve
others without salary

[ 78 %411 xiao yao fa wai

g0 scot-free/ be (c-r remain) at large/ (be) on the
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loose/ get away with murder

GEEBZEYxiGo yao zizai ~ ° 0
enjoying freedom, calm and master of oneself/ free
and unrestrained/ be in a state of blissful abstrac:
tion/ be in a state of enjoymentf be at peace w:th the
world and oneself/ be at ease

| [ﬁﬂﬁﬁ] Xido guT cAo sui

Cﬂﬂ- (a Han Dynasty prime minister ) followed the
" rules set by Xiao (his prEdECESSGr}“—fD"ﬂW estab-
lished rules |
[# A E#& Y xiao shéng ni fi
lceep sﬂent and lie low/ d:sappear frnm the scene/
draw in one’s horns
Uh R ZMEKIE) xido bu rén 26 'lur:m_'ddmﬁu
lack of forbearance in small matters Jpsets great
plsﬂns-/_' who cannot take small insults or setbacks is li-
able to .spoil big plans
LA ABEEE]Y xitio chdu tido Iu.‘mg
a contemptible wretch makmg tmul;-le
UhBU/AE]Y Xit0 &n xi%io hul

petty {or small) Iavours! €CONnoInic sOps jor bait)

m@gi] Xi%o jia bi yu
a pretty girl from a humble home
T332 ] xito qido 1ing long
small and exquisite
Irjﬁﬂﬁ%j xitio shi f&ng mang

14
181
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display only a small part of one’s talent
[/F /) xido shdu xido jido
lackmg boldness/ timid/ mgglmg,f stmgw‘ mean
[rjxﬂj‘cﬁsl xn‘.’u:r ti ddy zud
make a great trouble out of a trifling matter/ get into
(or raise) a great fuss about trifles/ make a fuss
about {or over) a trlﬂmg matter,/ make much ado
about nothing/ make a mnuntam out of a molehnll}'
_l_nake a long harvest about (or for) a l_1ttle corn/ a
storm in a teacup . ,
[/ AL L AK Y xido w jidin da wi o _
llke a small sorcerer m the presence of a great one-—
feel dwarfed/ pale i into mSIgmflcance by cnmparlson/
the moon is not seen where the sun shmes |
[;Juu-ﬂﬂl xi&io x1n yi yi |
with sedulous care/ with great care/ be much cau-
tious off‘ watch one’s steps/ pick one’s steps/ walk on
(or upon) egg shelis
[¥7F%#] xiag z¥ Xian san
filial (or worthy) progeny of/ true (or worthy) sSONs
of / filial offspring/ dutiful sons of ’

{ﬁﬁfﬂiﬁ] Xi¢l0 ming ]IC.'II'IQ chﬂng
ready to lay down one’s life on the battlefleld

[5: B %77] xiao 17 cang doo |
‘hide a dagger in a smile—with murderous intent be-

hind one’s smiles/ a  murderous heart under a



5555 Iy 0 0 447

smiling exterior/ velvet paws hide sharp claws/
treachery lying underneath a mask of friendliness/ an
iron hand in a velvet glo-ve |
[ 27 #] xido rong ké jo
a face beaming with smiles/ be radiant with smiles/
with a charming smile |
[ 2 ) xido réng man midn
grin from ear to ear/ be all smiles
(%ﬁﬁﬂ‘] Xi@o zht yan Kai
beam with smiles (or joy)/ be covered with smiles/
be wreathed in smiles
[T /E Y xie mb wai dao |
crooked ways (or means)/ dishonest f)ractices (or
methods) |
LR #3552 xié jian chan xido
cringe and smile DbSEquiouslf;" play the é}rc-ophant
[EERPIxiemoshald | |
kill the donkey the moment 1t Ieaves the mlllStDHE‘"‘
get rid of sb as soon as he has done his job/ kill the
dnﬁkey as soon as it is taken from the millstcme,}
slaughter the donkey after it has dnne its ]nh at the
mill '
[E:;E*Ei&] xie hé.-u xlﬁng yu
meet (a relative. friend, etc. ) unexpectedlw’ meet
by ‘chance

[ i) xie tian xie di
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thank godness/ thank heaven (an exclamation)
(LZEEBIxin GnITdé
feel at ease and justified/ one’s conscience is void of
offence/ have an easy conscience
[OAIEE] xin bh zdi yan
the mind running on other things/ in an absent sort
of way/ absent-minded/ with an air of abstraction/
inattentive
[4-¥ ¥ ) xin chao pang pai
feel an upsurge of emotion/ be at the highest pitch of
excitement,/ be full of excitement |
[OEFE]Y xin ci shdu rudn
softhearted
[0 B{A2]) xin dén ju lie
be frightened out of one’s wits (or life)/ shake in
one’s shoes/ thunder-struck
LA EELY xIn fan yi luan
be terribly upset/ annoyed and perplexed/ restless
and disquieted/ confused and worried/ distracted
[.-L\HEIZ_IHE] xTn fa kdu fa ‘
be sincerely convinced/ fully convinced
{.B 2 8Yxin fa zhT hudn
disease in one’s vital organs—serious hidden trouble
or danger/ enemy within/ danger of betrayal or re-
volt from those closest/ one’s greatest trouble at

home
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L0 H %K) xin gan ging yuan
heartily willing/ perfectly willing/ be most willing
to/ be perfectly happy to/ willingly and gladly/ be
content to/ content oneself with/ with a good grace/
of one’s own free will

L7 BT xTn guang tT pang
a liberal mind and a well-nourished body/ parefreé
and contented/ {it and happy

[BRF Y xin heén shou 1o
cruel and evil/ wicked and merciless

C0ER3EY xTn hud nu fang
one’s heart bursts into bloom/ burst with joy/ mad
with joy/ be wild with joy/ be greatly elated (or ex-
cited }/ cheer (delight or gladden) the cockles of
one’s heart

[LFARE] xin hudi ba mdn
feel (or be) discontented with (sb or sth)/ harbour

| resentment in one’s bosom/ nurse a grievance/ have a

grudge agﬁinst/ malicicusly/ resentfully

LU AT xTn hudi gui toi |
entertain dark schemes/ harbour evil (or sinister) de-
signs/ have ulterior motives / with misgivings in one’s
heart/ conceive mischief/ scheme to do evil

(O EEY xin huang yi ludn
be alarmed and nervous/ mentally confused/ fall into

a flutter/ all in a flutter (or fluster)
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LR BE]Y xn hui yi lan
be utterly despondent/ be disheartened/ be down-
hearted/ very much discouraged/ lose heart

L2 xin jira fén
burning with impatience / impatient with great anxi-
ety/ worried to death

LR xIn jing dan zhan
palpitating with fear ot an'xiety,-f shake with fright/
tremble with fear/ with one’s heart going Pit-a-Pat/
have one’s heart in one’s mouth/ be deeply alarmed/
panic-stricken

LR A BE] xTn jing rou tido
a feeling of great fear or nervousness/ palpitate with
anxiety and fear/ be filled with a’pprehénsic}nf shud-
der (or tremble )with fear/ jumpy with fear/ quivering
with fright/ one’s heart leaped into one’s mouth/
make one’s flesh creep

LM —) xin kdu ra y1
what one says is indeed what one thinks/ say what
one thinks/ faithful to one’s words/ speak the mind/
be frank and unreserved/ plain spoken

[0 #45) xin kuang shén yi
free of mind and happy of heart/ completely relaxed
and happy/ carefree and joyous

255 H#) xin ldo ri zhud |
fare worse and worse for all one’s scheming/ get
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nothing for all one’s pains/ go on a wild goose chase
0 F %Y xin |i jiGo cui
be mentally and physically exhausted/ worn out with
work o
LoRFHRY xIn ling shou kudi
clever in mind and quick of action
[LRE) xM ling shdu qido
clever and deft
[4M#4Y xn ling shén hui
understand tacitly/ readily take a hint/ appreciate
G ImBEY xIn luan ra mé
have one’s mind as confused as a tangled skein/ mind
confused like entangled hemp/ be utterly confused
and disconcerted/ be terribly upset/be in a stew/ lose

-

one’s balance |
[xt~iﬁﬁE] X man yi 20
be perfectly satisfied (or cnntent)/ fully satlsfleclf
rest satisfied/ to one’s heart’s content
[BBEEE Y xTn ming yan lidng
see and think clearly/ be sharp-eyed and clear-headed
LGP M) xin ping qi he | |
be in a calm mood/ even-tempered and good-hu-
moured/ in one’s sober senses/ in a composed man-
ner/ with equanimity/ calm and poised
(1% &4 xin ging shd chang
have ease of mind/ be in a good mood
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L0801 7784) xin rd dao gé
feel as if a knife were piercing one’s heart/ feel great-
ly distressed/ unbearable heart-break/ be pierced
with grief/ extremely painful/ the iron entered into
one’s heart

LR ZEY xn shén bu ding
the mind wonders/ have no peace of mind/ feel un-
easy or perturbed/ feel restless/ in a state of discom-
posure/ wondering in thought/ be ill at ease/ be
distracted/ a restless mind/ a changeable spirit/
agitated

[C-J5 —FHYxin wi ér yong
one cannot keep one’s mind on two things at the same
time/ one should concentrate on one’s work

{CAHHERY xTn xin xiang yin )
have mutual affinity/ be kindred spirits/ mutually at-
tached to each other/ see eye to eye wi'thf share the
feeling of/ hearts of two are like one/ mind acts upon
mind/ in perfect harmony with/ whole-hearted re-
sponse

[ AT]) xin x( bu ning
in a disturbed state of mind/ in a flutter

(L3R ¥ ) xin xue 14i chao
be prompted by a sudden impulse/ be seized by a
whim/ suddenly to think of a thing/ a sudden inspi-

" ration
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OB RE— G5B xTn you ling xTyT dian tdong
hearts which have a common beat are linked

(OB W ARRY xin ydu yo ér )i ba zd
the spirit is willing ,but the flesh is weak/ more than
willing but lacking the power to/ unable to do what
one wants very much to do

LB K] xIn ydu yo ji
one’s heart still fluttering with fear/have a lingering
fear/ with unforgotten trepidation

[OCEED]Y xIn yudn yi ma
the intents of the mind and heart are like the horse
and ape—very difficult to bring under control/ prone
to outside attractions (temptations)/ in arestless and
jumpy mood/ restiess and whimsical/ fanciful and
fickle/ unsettled (or fickle) in mind/ wavering in pur-
pose

LB AR Y X yue chéng fu
feel a heartfelt admiration/ be completely convinced/
submit or be convinced gladly/ submit willingly/
gladly and wholeheartedly

LB AE]Y xn zhao bo xuadn
have a tacit understanding/ no need to say how grate-
ful one is/ not necessary to say meore/ tacit

[OHE O#Y xin zhi kdu kudi _
saying what one thinks without much deliberation/
quick in speech, but straight at heart/ openhearted
and outspoken/plainspoken and straightforward/
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wear one’s heart on one’s sleeve/ honest-to-goodness

[ EE) xin zhdng ydu shu
have a pretty good idea of/ know fairly well/ know
how things stand/ know what’s what/ know one’s
own mind

[EFFEFHY xin xn kit ki
take a lot of trouble/ take gréat pains/ work labori-
ously

[k B &Y xin xi rud kuang
be mad with joy/ leap with joy/ go wild with joy/ be
as happy Cor joyiul) as a lark/ exult

Lfk ik 138 ] xTh xIn xiang rong
growing (or blooming)prosperity/ springing up vig-
orously/full of life and vigor/ a lively (or an invigo-
rating) atmosphere/ on the upgrade/ thriving/ flour-
ishing/ prospercus

[HEH PR ] Xin chen dédi xié
the process of metabolism/ the transition from the
old order of things to the new/ assimilation of the
new and excretion of the old/ the supersession of the
'old by the new/ metabolism

[FhIEHR]Y x1n chbu it hén
all the old and recent grudge/ new hatred piled on
old/ old scores and new

UGHE BE=#k] xin guan shang rén san ba hud

a new broom sweeps clean
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T8 F#HM]Y xin xidng ddo zha

burn incense and pray to the gods/ earnestly pray for

sth/ sincerely wish
[FFERIET xin sTmi hud
try to commit suicide in order to give a scare (or in-
timidation )/ repeatedly attempt suicide (in order to
threaten)
LiE 4 W #rY xin bu xidn yéu
roam about without definitive objective (“where the
foot takes one”)—walk aimlessly/ take a leisurely
walk
LW & EY xin ér ybu zhéng
borne out by evidence
[{E0M#) xin kdu ci huang
criticize :or make statements freely Wlth(}ut careful
thought/ make deceitful statements or unfounded
charges/ make irresponsible remarks/ wag one’s
tongue too freely/ sheer nonsense
LE 0] xin kdu kai ha .
say whatever comes to one’s mmd. without proper
consideration/ talk irresponsibly (or recklessly }/
talk nonsense/ talk at random/ unbridle the tongue
[{E5 H4]) xin ma you jiang
ride with lax reins—let things take their natural
COUrse 1

L5 211] xin shing b1 f&

due rewards and punishments w111 be meted out
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without fail/ awards and punishments rigorously car-
ried out

[ H H]) xin shi don dan
pledge in all sincerity and seriousness/ cath solemnly
pledged/ vow solemnly

({5 FH53% 1 xin shdu nian 1Gi
have words ,material yetc. at one’s fingertips and write
with facility/ pick up sth at random

[ R AEMR]Y xing féng zud lang
stir up (or make)trouble/ become active and cause
trouble/ incite and create trouble/ fan the flames of
disorder /make waves

D34 F)BR 8] xing | i chd bi
promote that which is profitable and abolish that
which is evil/ promote what is beneficial and abolish
what is harmful/ start the good and weed out the cor-
rupt practices

[2¢if zh £c Y xTng shT dong zhdng
move troops about and stir up the people—drag in
many people (to do sth)

[0 R R ) xng shi weén zui
send a punitive expedition against

[ R ER]Y xing yGo zud gudi
conjure up a host of demons to make mischief (or

trouble)/ make trouble/ raise the devil

[ FHA) xing lud gi bu
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dotted around like stars in the sky ,scattered like the
pieces on a chess-board/ as numerous as stars and
pieces on the chess-board/ scattered all over like
stars and chess-men/ spread all over the place/ scat-
tered about in every direction/ studded with/ star-
sudded
[IERZ k. LIMEY xing xing zhi hud, k& yi lido
yUaN
a single spark can start a prairie fire/ little ghips light
great fire
[{E& ] xing vi ddu zhutin
change in the positions of the stars — change of the
seasons/ the movements of the stars —the flight (or
passage) of time/ passing of night
[IZE{HIBIR ] xing xing xT xIng xing
the intelligent ones sympathize with their own kind/
the wise appreciate one another H
2 {24ED Y xing xing zud tai
be affected/ simulate (friendship .innocence ,etc. ) _
[T E BEEEAT]T xing bdi 17 zhé ban jid shi -
ninety / is only half of hundred-/ journey —the going
is toughest towards the end of a journey/ one must
sustain one’s effort when a task is nearing completion
AT T B xing chéng yi-si
a deed is accomplished through taking thDught;" SUC-

cess depends on forethought.
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LAY xing jiang jia mu
be getting nearer and nearer the coffin — be {ast ap-
proaching death/ have one foot in the grave/ one’s
days are numbered/ on the verge of extinction

[73& HE] xing rud wa shi
behave as if nothing had happened

Ui P 5 Y xing shi 20u rdu "’
a walking corpse — one who vegetates/ an utterly
worthless person/ dead-alive person/ a walking
skeleton/ be all but dead

L#7iR HigE] xing tong gou zhi
behave like pigs and dogs — awful behaviour/behave
shamelessly/ make a beast of oneself

iTik BaF]) xing yudn z71 é&r
from the near to the distant/ step by step/ advance in
regular order

[F= %KY xing yon {ia shul
(of style of writing }like floating clouds and flowing
water — natural and smooth/ free~flo:ﬁring style of
writing/ with natural grace

[ &%) xing zhT ydu xido

 effective (in practice}/ effectual

[ 8§ H] xing dan ying zht
a solitary form,a single shadow — extremely lonely/
single '

[ nIEEY xing 1T ké vi
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not to be trusted —said of one who is a suspicious
character /of suspicicus appearance/ of doubtful as-
pect/ suspicicus-looking

(& #4418 A xing shibirén
the situation is pressing/ reality is a compelling
force/ the compelling force of circumstances

[ ad)xing xing se sé
of all shades (descriptions,stripes,forms or kinds)/
of various forms/ of every hue (or description)/ in all
their manifestations/ different hues/ every shade and
hue/ all brands of/ many varieties

(& FE] xing ying ba 1
(of couple, lovers, close friends ) never leave each
other’s side (like*form and shadow”)/ inseparable
like body and its shadow/ inseparable as form from
shadow/ always together |

[FE4F]Y xing ying xidng dido
body and shadow comforting each other + extremely
lonely/ body has only its shadow for company/ only
one’s form and shadow to condole with each other/
sad and solitary/ alone/ friendless

[¢EFH]Y xing gdo cdi lié .
full of spirits and elated/ in high spirits/in great form
(or delight)/ (as) jolly as a sandboy/ full of beans/
go into raptures with glee/exhilaration/ jubilant

[ BRER]Y xing wei sud ran

dull and uninteresting/ not to show a spark of inter-
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est {in}/ bored stiff /uninterested

[ 3 #h% ] xing zhi bo bd
full of zest/ in high spirits/ a flow of spirits/ be of
good cheer/ tails up/ cheerfully

[ é 22 3%]) xing ming jido guan
(a matter) of life and death/ of vital importance

(3% F18)Y xing z0i §& hub
be glad when other people are in difficulties/ pleased
at (or take pleasure in)the calamity of others/ gloat
over (or derive pleasure from) other’s misfortune/
gloatingly

[ £ 35/ Y xidng dud ji shao
bode ill rather than well/ be fraught with grim possi-

bilities

[ 4 7 4] xiong shén & sh
devils/ fiends

[X5558 Y xibng xidong bi lu
look thoroughly ferocious/ unleash all one’s ferocity/
reveal the atrocious features/ bare one’s fangs/ show
one’s teeth

[ 535 6 F %) xiong di xi yo qiang
quarre! between brothers/ internal dispute

CRPE T BT xidng di xi yi giang, “wo
ya qiwa X S
brothers quarrelling at hote join forces _againléf_.af.

1.

tacks from without/ internal disunity dissolves at the
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threat of external invasion

[ i% ¥ ] xidng ydng pang pdi .-

“'rise -in'tempestuods wavés/ risé in-a surging tide/
surge forward/ rtoll irresistibly onward/ sweeping
and surging/ run h1ghf terrentral/’ %urgﬁlg,’ turbu’
" lent A ter’npestuous

(31738 &1 xidng huGi tan bai
openhearted/ frank | )

[ o3k Y xiong wo chéng fio~ " " Lo
open and unreserved/ qulte open- mmded '

[ﬁﬂa,ﬁﬁ] xrﬁng wi dian mo "

| completely 1lhteratef uniearned! un[ettered o

[ﬁﬂﬁﬁ’%l xt-ﬁng W st wu .

utterly SImple and unreserved

(¥ & 47 xiong you chéng zhis T
. dplinite, (or, ready) ideas or plans to neet a sltuatmn
- (as concept of bamboo exists in painter’s mind. before
. painting ?.f'- have .a well-thoughtrout plan,strategem,
etc. beforehand/ have an idea in the mind before giv-
ing expression to it/ have 2 tard-(or ar ade) up bme’s
cogléewe o o o e
LR8  ¥e ) xiong zheng wi shir. |
have no figures in one’ head «* :° - 4 - g
(8 76 %1 xidng zhdmg: ydu shi AN
have a good idea of how things stand 4 krow the true
state of affairs/ have a head for figures:
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L4+ s ] xiong cai da lde
(a man ﬁf]{ great talent and bold vision/(a man with)
outstanding ability/ (a statesman or general of) rare
gifts and bold strategy.

O 4 £) xidng xin zhudng zhi
lofty aspirations and great ideals/ lofty aspirations
and high aims/ great and lofty aspirations/ lofty am-
bitions

[AE AL 2V .k ] xidng xiong lie hud
raging flames

(R BAHE Y xi0 qi xigng gudn
mutually concerned in case of a good or bad turn/
joys and sorrows inter-connected/ be of close concern
to each other/ be bound together in a common cause/
feeling of solidarity/ solidary

[k @ 53] xio gi yi gong
share joys and sorrows together/ share each other’s
weal and woe/ share the same fate/ share one’s for-
tune/ throw in one’s lot with/ stand (or go)together
through thick and thin

k34 B Y xi0 yang shéng x1
(of a nation)recuperate and multiply/rest and build
up strength/ nourish the peopie/ rehabilitate

CEIHAIBET xiO jia 1 e |
repair and utilize old or discarded things

[E NS E]Y 0 rén da da
very shy/ bashful about/ coy
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[ 5%E]Y xit yO wéai w
consider it beneath one (or feel ashamed) to associate
with sb/ ashamed to be in the same rank with sb/
ashamed to be one’s colleague (or friend)

AR 0T ) xit mo bu ké diao
one cannot carve on rotten wood —intractable person/
decaved (or rotten)wood cannot be carved —said of a
useless man

CiaAgE 4 xit mu fen ti
decayed wood and a wall of filthy earth—a worthless
man/ rotten wood and dirt/ useless stuff,f good-for-
nought/ gnod for-nothing

{FM ALY xio ér bo shi
{lowering but preducing no fruit/ put {forth flower

_ but bear no frult

[H%%m] )(ILI shﬁu pang guan
put the: hands in the 5leevea and look on—have noth-
ing to do with a thmgl lock on with fnlded arms,/
stand by and do nothing/ take no part in a matter/
remain indifferent (or idle)spectator/ look on uncon-
cerned | |

[FEA LY xi0 hua zhén tou . : _
a pillow with an embroidered case —an outwardly at-

_ tractive hut worthless person.

[ 5okt Y xi0 wei xiGng tou

share the same rotten tastes,habits,ete. / people of*
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the same Uk like each other/ be two of a kind/ like
drawn to like

[EIFFE AT x0 hudi ruo g
a receptive mind is open to all suggestions,as a hol-
low mountain arouses echoes/ a receptive heart “like
the valley,” free from pride and prejudices/ have a
mind as open as a valley/ be extremely open-minded/
be very modest

[ WY X0 jiyiting
listen with an open mind/ listen patiently

[EEMREY X qing jia yi
false display of afiection/ hypncntmal show of friend-
ship

[ﬁﬂﬁﬁﬁb] x0 wa pitic mido

(talk which is) abstruse; vague.msuhstantlali with

-
a -

no reality whatever/ nothing to hold on/ vague with

nothing in it/ purely imaginary/ entirely” unreal,«*’ ut—

terly visionary/ in the clouds/ vnsmnary/ 1Ilusory
Uil DAY <0 wéi yi dai e

leave a seat vacant (or save a seat)for sb/ a vacant

seht awaits/ reserve the honored post for sb compe-

tent '
{5 #EY x0 ying gu shi

do sth pérfunctorily as a mere matter of form or as a

rotitine practice/ do sth-for form” sakeé only/ a mere

1 '

formality

[EFHHFY 0 you qi bigo
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T——

deceptively handsome/ good in appearance only/ (of
man) good looks without substantial ability or virili-
‘ty/ look impressive but lack real worth/ appear bet-
ter than it is/ have all one’s goods in the window/ a
penny plain and twopence coloured

DB S5FR)Y xa yo wai yi
deal with sb courteously but without sincerity/ pre-
tend politeness and compliance/ pretend {to have)in-
terest and sympathy/ hypocrisy

Itk A3 x0 zhang shéng shi
make an empty (or false) show of strength (or pow-
er)/ make pretenses(of wealth or of power)/ make ‘a
demonstration {or display)/ make a pompous but
empty show of power and influence/ bluff and blus-
ter/ be swashbuckling/ bluffing

[ 28 5] B8 )] x0 -han weén nudn

inquire after sh’s well—being;’ be solicitous about sb’s
“health

[Aa# 4T xG xa rd shéng
like real life/ true to life/ lifelike/ living
[}8 8 ZRHA ]} xa ri ddng shéng
the morning sun rises in (or from) the east/ the sun -
rising in the eastern sky/ the sun from the eastern
horizon/ rise like the early morning sun/ in the as-

cendant

[P 3 4 10 jian 27 shi
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get drunk and create a disturbance

[3F 2R i ¥ xudn ran da bd
a great disturbance/ a mighty uproar

[EEFT) xuan bin dud zhi
a presumptuous guest usurps the host’s role/ the sec-
ondary supersedes the primary/ minor taking prece-
dence over a major issue/ the sauce is better than the
fish

(%2 L&Y xuan zh you xuén
mystery of mysteries —extremely mysteripus and ab-
struse -

EREYE 4% 1 ]} xudn qian zhudn kiin
move heaven and earth—have great power and auch-
ority/ effect a drastic change in nature or the estab-
lished order of a country/ be able to turn the tide (of
national or world events)/ be earthshaking

(R0 33 ¥ xuan ér wéi jué -
be (or hang) in the scale(s)/ hang in the balance (or
in the wind)/ not yet decided/ up in the air/ out-
standing/ unsettled/ pending

[R5 RY xuan ligng zi jin:
commit-suicide by hanging oneself from a beam/hang
oneself - .

[BAHS)Y wan yvo léma
rein in the horse on the brink of the precipice —wake

up to and escape disaster at the last moment/ draw
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up short at overhanging cliff —withdraw sharply from
imminent disaster/ stop (doing sth)before it is too
late/ ward off disastet at the critical moment

EA R ] xubn ya qias b
sheer precipice and overhanging rocks/ overhanging
cliff/ cliff '

K488k —iF Y xudn hé yishi
shinihg impressive (reputation) for a time/ be far-
famed for a time

(AT 2 B ) xudn jie zhiji
only a skin complaint —some slight ailment/ of little
account/ not matter very much/ unimportant trouble

TS Y xudn 1§ dud cbi

brigh-t and colourful/ gorgeous

IR EMY xuB 20-shi 10

cut the feet to fit the shoes/ trimn the toes to fit the
shoes/ act in a Procrustean manner
[ BB 4R Y xué jT vé chi
 dwel in caves in the wilds
[Z£T A E]) xué ér bu yan
have an insatiable desire to learn/ be imsariable in
learming/ grind away at Dne’s-studies:
[ 751k 1) xué wii zhi jing "
there is no end to learming/ therer is Zno limit fo
knowledge/ knowledge is infinite -

(LB AL xué yT zhi yong g
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study for the purpose of application/ study sth in or-
der to apply it/ learn in order t: practise
{E L =] xué shang jia shuang
adding frost to snow —one disaster after another/ dis-
asters, pile up on one another '
[E %5 ) xud zhdng sang tan
send charcoal in snowy weather — provide timely
help/ send a present of firewood in cold weather/ of-
fer fuel in snowy weather/ do yeoman’s service
[isE im0 ) xue an ra shan
with a list of bloody crimes
(¥ %) xue BSi shén chéu
a huge debt of blood/ intense and deep-seated hatred
LI 085 A Y xug kdu pa&n rén
malicious words to injure someone/ make unfounded
and scurrilous attacks wpon sb/ venomously stander/
smite with the tongue
L0 3% 5% 77 ) xué lid chéng hé o
biood flows enough to make a river — a large-scale
slaughter/ massacre
LA MMIE]Y xue lia ra zho
shed blood like water/ a gush 9{ hloﬁdf bleed pro-
fusely/ bleed like a pig . - . -
LS5 B xus.qi.§ang. gdng
in the prime of vouth/ full of sap
Llie 4% ) xue rou héng {&i -

.
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. blood and flesh f'yving in-every direction —describing a
. carnage/ bodies blown to bits ¢
(L FRAHEG Y xué rdu xjidng an & ... .
ties of flesh and blood /be related -by fleahxand blond}’
- be-inseparably linked to/ have close tie with/ flesh of
.its flesh and blood of. its blood/ bone. qf the bone cand
flesh of the flesh .
[T A E)Y xue ér ba niie
- tease withput embarrassing ... . - -,
Lﬁ-ﬁ%ﬁ] xan:gan. o dt., - . o o e
. @et to-the hottom of. thm@f mquire deeply Into/in-
=--¢est1gaie--(ﬂr,.praabe) 4o the bottom/ sift -a matter to
.. the-batrom - e
[FxESR Y xim hudn zud 1é

seek pleasure and make merry- - 2 7 - ]

F &

L3¢ 3k Juwan shi shéng f&i

- seek gquarrel/.male trouble o o

[-ﬁ-ﬁﬁml}{ﬂﬂ'ﬂlﬁﬁg- 2hai W . o e

. cull phrases but not meaning/ write in dichés with-
out originality/ loak for quotes in orded o criticize or

to embellish one’s writihgs .. - o9 0 3

LFEMEZED xon.gui dde.4- o

- tollaw!rules serders, etc. docilelyy follow the custom
or law/d: oheythe rules-and regulations/ observe:due
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decorum/ stick (or conform) to convention/ follow

precedent/ toe the line/ go round like 2 horse in a

miil/ well behaved/ law-abiding e '
[ aY»xon ming 26 shi :

" expect the reality to correspond to the name/ create
- the reality that will fit the name/ see that reality cor-
responds to claims or pretensions/ live tfp its name
[ =% 3E) x0n x jidin jin | |

follow in order and advance step by step/ proceed in
an orderly way and step by step/ follow ik proper se-
guence and make steady progress/ follow the order
and gradusally progress/ advance in regular order/
learn to creep before you leap/ step by step/ b_',r
stages
[ 715 1% x0n xdn shan ydu
be good at giving systematie guaidance/] teach with
skill and patience/ lead one gradually into good prac-
tices/ lead men skiliully on by orderly method - '
[l A %Y xon lian ydu s
well-trained
[ABLFERKEE]) xan 1& ba ji yan &
a sudden peal of thunder leaves no time for covering
the ears/ as swift as a clap of thunder which gives no
- time to cover the ears/ (of actions }ightning flash (or
btitz) before precautions can be taken/ as sudden as

lightning/ with the suddenness of a thunderbolt
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Y

[B4&EFXA)Y ya qué wi shéng

not even a crow oOr sparrow can be heard—silence
reigns/not even the sound of a crow or a magpie’s
cawing—a dead silence/ in perfect silence
CRERE:LHED yo zibibao
seek revenge for the smallest grievance
[ OTEY yd kdu wi yan
shut up when defeated in argument/ have nothing to
say for onesell/ be left without an argument/ be ren-
dered speechless/ struck dumb/ dumbfounded
[ 2R 5] yG ran shi xido
unable to stifle a laugh/ can’t help laughing/ break
into laughter/ chuckle to oneself
[¥E45 3% Y yva sO gong shang
{(of a work of art or literature) appeal to both the
more and the less cultured/ give pleasure both to the
refined and the vulgar/ suit both refined and popular
tastes , : . :
(MBI Y va mido zha zhang
try to help the shoots grow by pulling them up (or
upwafd )>—spoil things by excessive enthpsiasm /pull

MW‘.’M b
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up seedling in mistaken hope of helping it to grow

{wE—E1vyan yan y1xi
scarcely a breath left/ barely perceptible breathing/
on the point of dying/ on one’s death bed/ at one’s
last gasp/ on the verge of death/ on one’s last legs

[ = &%) yon xido yin san
vanish like mist and smoke/ completely vanish/ dis-
appear in a flash/ melt into air/ end (or go up)in
smoke/ be last in a cloud/ to the four winds/ turn to
dust and ashes

[ TCE]Y yoan o wi wén
sink into oblivion/ drift into obscurity/ be buried in
oblivion

LB -—3]Y van rdn y1 xidio
the captivating smile of a woman/ give a winsome
smile

[EH -8 3 yan jing qi zhong-
crane the neck and stand on tiptoe—be on the very
tiptoe of expectation

(L FHY vannidn yi shdu
(of tonics, etc. ) prolong (one’s ) life/ promise lon-
gevity "

[ 0=, F48Y van bi xin,xing b1 gud
promises must be kept and action must be resolute/
always be true in word and resolute in deed

L5 A )Y yan bi ydu zhong
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whenever one speaks,one speéks to the point/ when-
ever one says something one hits the nail on the
head/ speak just to the point
{5 R XYyanbo jiyi
never talk about anything serious/ talk frivolously/
talk nonsense (all the time)
[EFRHEY yan ba yéu zhdng
not to say what one thinks in one’s mind/not speak
honestly/ insincere in one’s words(or speech)/ speak
insincerely/ speak with one’s tongue 1n one’s cheek
[FH Y van chd fa sui
upon its promulgation the law shall be enforced to
the letter/ enforce the regulations to the letter
LS55 %) van chuan shén jido
teach by personal example as well as verbal instruc-
tion/ set up examples for others with both precept
and practice
[EWFE]Y yan ér wi xin
fail to keep faith/ go back on one’s word/ ear one’'s
words
{I5smMEE]Y yan ér ydu xin
be as good as one’s word
{FHTFHF] yan gut yi hdo
make friends again/ make it up with sb/ become rec-
onciled/ makée peace .with/" sink a fead/ smoke the
calumet/ bury the hatchet/ start with a clean slate
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L& 13iES ) yan gul zheng zhudn
come back to our story/ return to the subject/ get
{or come) to business/ jesting apart/ return from the
digression/ return to one’s muttons/ resume the
thread of one’s discourse/ keep to the record
[533E) yon guo gi shi
stretch the truth (or facts)/ pull the long bow/ turn
 geese into swans/ exaggerate/ overstate/ bombastic
[ENER] yan jian yi gai
what one says is precise and to the point/ concise and
comprehensive/ compendious
(FiE 53] yan jin zhT yudn
some simple words carry a profound meaning
{5 AAZRY yan rén rén sha
different people give different views/ each person of-
. fers a different version
B ¥ MY yvan ting ji cong
always follow sb’s advice/ readily listen to one’s ad:
vice and accept it/ aﬁt upon whatever sb says/ have
implicit faith in sb
(570 28] yan wai zhiyi |
an implied meaning—something beyond the literal
words/ the meaning between the lines/ implication ;
[E %43 yan wéi x1n shéng |
. words are the voice of the mind/ one’s words reflect
ane’s. thinking/ what the heart thinks the tongue
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speaks

[ —1yan xing ba y7
one’s deeds do not match (or square with) one's
words/ one’s actions are not in keeping with one’s
promises

{57 —%]) yvan xing y1 zhi _
act up to what one says/ practise what one preaches/

fit one’s deeds (or actions) to one’s words/ squarg
one’s words with one’s conduct/ match words with
deeds/ live up to one’s promise/ deeds accord with
words/ suit one’s action to one’s words/ one’s deeds
are consistent with one’s words/ one’s words corre-
spond with one’s action/ be as good as one’s word
[EHETY yon you 240 &r
the words are still ringing (or reverberating) in one’s
ears o
(EEXE . BEERMK] yon zhd wa 2ui, weén zhé 20
fie .
blame not the speaker hut be warned by his words/
don’t blame the speaker but take his words as a
warning/ do not blame the one who speaks but heed
what vou hear/ it is not the one who speaks is culpa-
ble ;it is up to the one who listens to exercise due daa-
tion - o
(E Z Y yan zhi chéng b
said with solid judgement/ it stands to reason/ sound
reasonable/ speak in a rational and convincing way/

have {or make) sense/ well said/ hold water .
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{5258 Y van zhi wi wi
(of speech or writing) be devoid of substance/ be just
empty verbiage/ make an inane remark-
FZ#E]Y yon zh1 zud zud
said with definite evidence/ speak on good grounds
LR H]) yon chéng ba dai
puntish severely withoutr mercy/ punish mercilessly
UFemlig ] yan xing jun i
- severe law/ Draconian law
[=TF&E1yan ya ld ji
be strict with oneself
[Fﬁuﬁ] yan zhén yi dai
stand (ar remain) in combat readiness/ stand ready
in battle array/ be prepared in full battle array/ un-
der arms/ embattle
DA yHE]Y van bo tao yudn
follow up the stream and seek the source—make a
thc}rough mvestlgatmn of a thlng '
_ﬁﬁrr] 58k ) yon mén tud bo |
heg from house to house w1th a bnwl in hand
[# AT 1.yan bi & quo -
pass by holding one’s nose~—ocbject to sth as being
dirty '
THEEE4]) van & ddo ting

« ‘stegh n-bell while covering one’s ears—seli-deception/

T L

plug Ccovert.or feuff) one’s ears -while stealing a
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bell—deceive oneself/ run away from one’s own shad-
ow/bury one’s head in the sand/ the cat shuts its eyes
when stealing (or while it steals) cream
[ HIBE] van Mo bh que
close the eyes to catch a bird—self-deception .
{(BEANEH] yan rén & mu
deceive the public/ cover up storv/ hoodwink people
[R5 F1%) ydn gao shou di
one’s ability does not match one’s wishes or high
goal/ High in aim but low-rate in execation/ have
~.grandiose aims but puny abilities/ great ambition bus
little talent/ have high ambition but no real ability/
be fastidious but imcompetent .
[ER 2 EL Y van hud liGo luan
the eyes confused by looking at a number of things.
etc. / be dazzled
[ER 83 F 42 ] yan ming shdu kudi
quick of eye and deft of hand/ sharp- eyed and quick-
moving/ alert/ nimble
(EREHT yon qi xT g
lower the bannera and muffle the drums-—cease all
activities/ roll up the flags .and. silence the drums/
call off the army maneuvers: '
(B0 yan wh %io wén |
leave military pirsuits and promote culture

[E%&4%]) van an zheén dg- .. -

L
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¢ geeking pledsure is tike drinking poisoned wine

L% % Y yan cho mo shang
a swallow’ nest in a tent-——precarious -

Cail & 4h ¥ 1 yan qué ohi tang -
swallows and sparrows nesting in the hall, unmind-
ful of the spreading blaze-—oblivious of imminent
danger

(#8548 ] yang chang nido ddo
narrow winding traily meandering footpath

[ yong zhi hd pi
a sheep in a tiger’s skin—outwardly strong,inwardly
weak :

(Hm =] yang chang ér-qu
stride away with the hesd in ‘the air/ stalk off/ swag-
ger off '

(BB yang méi ti qi
a feeling of exaltation upon fulfillment/ feel proud
and elated/ hold one’s-head high

[%% 1L ¥ yang tang zhi fei
try to stop water from boiling by scooping it up and
pouring it back—an ineffectual remedy/ stir the soup
to stop boiling—a temporary redress

[HAEST]) yong chin bdi xué -
“the Spring Snow”(a melody of the élitefin.the State
of Chu)—something selected and among the best/

highbrow art and literature
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(R BHIE] vang feng yin wei

comply in public but oppose in private/ overtly agree
but -::_uvertlj; oppose/ feign compliance while acting in
opposition/ outwardly compliant but inwardly un-
submissive

(&4 81 yang wéi zhong yong
make foreign things serve China

[FF AR ] yong yang da gudn
an impressive {(imposing or a grand) array (of sth)/
spectacular sight/. spectacular/ grandiose/ im-
posing

[F¥EE] yang vang dé yi
be immensely proud/ look triumphant/ with evident
pride/ be quite elated/ walk on (or tread upon) aic/
self-satistied/ conceited/ jauntily

C A B E) vang rén bi xi1
. dependent on the pleasure of others/ siav:shly che-
pendent on others/ live at sb’s mercy/ curry to sh’s
every whim/ 4t sb’s beck and call/ under sb’
thumb :

[RRBE]) ving hii yi huan
to rear a tiger is to court calamity—appeasement
brings disaster/ to keep a tiger will only brmg trou-
ble upon oneself/ nourish a tlger to be a murte of
trouble in the future i

(R R SET vang jIng xirui
conservé stréngth and store up energy/ strengthen
the vital forces/ harness one’s spiritual resources/
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huild up one’s strength/ recuperate and build up en-
ergy freserve oneself for
(3797 2 Y yang yong vi huan
a carbuncle neglected becomes the bane of one’s life—
leaving evil unchecked spells ruin/ warm (or cherish)
a snake in one’s bosom
(32 4bfE] yang zan chi you
enjoy high position and live in ease and comfort/ rev-
el in a high position and indulge in comfort/ live a
comfortable (or well-fed) life/ kive (or be) in clover/
live like prince/ moliycoddle oneself
D 42 ]) yao mé gul gudi |
demons and ghosts/ monsters of every description/
evil spirits of all kinds
Uk 52 4] vao yan huod zhong
“spread fallacies to déceive people/ wild rumours mis-
lead the masses/ evil ddctrine misleads the public/
strange doctrines win a large following
B #EF]) yoo chdn gi shé |
flap one’s lips and beat one’s toﬁgue—wag one’s
tc;ngﬁ_éf engage,.iﬁ-lnose talk (to stir uf.u trouble}/ go
. .'can"-rgs__sing _ ‘ |
[z o yao Qi nd han o
wave flags and shout battie cries—bang the drum for
sb/ encouragement given by bystanders/ beat the
dryms for/ voice support. for
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[{Z B35} yao shén 'y bidn
change into another form with one shake of the
body——sudden change of one’s attitude. view. etc. /
give oneself a shake and change into another form—
suddenly change one’s identity/ by a sudden meta-

morphosis/ suddenty changed/ volte-face .

LHESL{EEEY vao tou bai wei'

shake the head and wag the tail-—assume an air of
complacency (or levity)
(B -1%Y yGo wai qYlian
wag the tail and seek pity—servile humility/ wag the
tail ingratiatingly/ wag the tail and flatter/ beg like a
dog/ fawn on (or upon) '
{ZEEE]Y yao yao yu zhui
shaking as if about to fall/ on the verge of collapse/
hang by a thread(or hair}/ nod to its fall/ tremble in
the balance/ crumbling/ ramshackie/ tumbledown/
tottering/ toppling '
{8 489 5 ¥ vao xiang ho ying -
echo each other at a distance/ coordinate with each
other fvom afar™ '
[E 8 X8 yao yao wo-qT
at some future time—indefinite/ not (realizable.
ete. Jwithin the foreseeable future ' o
[HmEY yao ro huang he

disappear like the yellow crane—nowhere to be found
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(T FE]Y ydo wi yin xin

no news of sb for a long time/ no tidings have been
heard for a long time/ no news has been received
from sb for a long time/ there has been no news
whatsoever about sb/ have never been heard of since

% =) ydo wén jido zi
“chew words”—mince words in speech or writing/
pay excessive attention to wording/ speak or talk like
a book/ talk pedantically

(e F k) ydo ya gié chi
gnash one’s teeth in (or with) hatred/ gnash the
teeth in anger/ grind (or clench) one’s teeth

(=2 R4) vdo yon bu fan
an important statement need not be prolix/ spoken
short and to the point/ terse/ suceinct.

(257 25 ) yao shizh yan

. unpleasant but needed advice/ exhortations

DERE ] yoo wi yang wai
make a (big) show of one’s strength/-show one’s
prowess/ parade . military prowess/ blulf and bluster/
swagger before others/ put on airs/ brandish one’s
sword/ a warlike gesture/ mount (or-ride) the high
hogse/ sabre-rattling, . .

[5F..- b3 ] yv& xin bd.bo

driven by wild ambition/be obsessed with ambition/

A
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be overweeningly ambitious/ burn with ambition/

consumed by ambition/ harbouring . ambitious

dreams /My of ambition/ high-flying/ over-ambitious
i F &) ve jing ya gin

- efficiency comes from diligence

(23741 vé gong hao long
Lord Ye's love of dragons—professed love of what
one really fears

[ T4R Y ve lud guT gén |
the leaves fall and return to the root—everything re-
verts to its original source/ falling leaves settle on
their roots—a person residing elsewhere finally re-
turns to his ancestral home | '

[H KB £]) ve chang méng dud )
a long night is fraught wi'th._dreams—a' long delay
means many hitches/ there is many a slip between
the cup and tiu_e lip |

[&BBE K ) ve 1ang zi da
the king of Yelang (a small kingdom in southwest
China} thought his country was bigger than that of
the Han.Dynasty (China )—ignorant boastfulness/
ludicrous conceit of the king of Yelang-—parochtal ar-
rogance/ think no small beer of onesell

CEBIgEHY ye yijiri
day and night/ round the clock

{— B3] y1bai tao di

i kil
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suffer a crushing defeat/be ruined (or wiped out)
completely/utter faiture (or defeat)/ a complete de-
bacle/ an overwhelming defeat/ a total loss/ utterly
routed/ bite the dust

[—£E Ri7N]Y yvT ban jian shi
lower oneself to the same level as sb

[—# =8R] y7 bdn san yd&n
following a prescribed pattern in speech or action/
scrupulous and methodical/ very careful of rules/
rigid

KA #1 yiben wan i
a small investment brings a ten thousand-fold profit/
make big profits with a small capital/ highly prof-
itable

{—41E2L]) yTbén zheéng jing
assume a dead serious attituﬂe/ put on a solemn
look/ with feigned impartiality/ in all seriousnéss/ in
dead earnest/ prim and proper/ prudlsh;’ prlgglshly

[ RFLHESYyTbi kdng chd qi
" breathe through the same nostrils—sing the same
tuné[ ‘breathé (or talk) in the same way/ identify
oneself with/ Bold identical opinion/ be in tune with/
“be cheek by jowl with/ gang up wﬂh |

[I—E D) yTbT gou xido '
cancelled with one stmke of the peny/ write off alto-
gether/ write off at one' stroke/ abolish at one
stroke/ cancel A '
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I—ZHFAYyT0Imo sha
wipe out with one stroke of the pen/ blot out at one
stroke/ be written off at one stroke/ condemn out of
hand/ reject off-hand/ completely " deny/ totally
negate/ set at naught/ obliterate

[(—8ZYyTbizhili
a helping hand

[T, —EXEN b wé ping, yTbd ydu gi
hardly has one wave subsided when another rises—
one trouble follows ancother/ suffer a string of re-
Yerses

[—Ff, ZF K1y bl zud.ér DU xiT
a thing once begun will not be put off until done /once
it is started, go through with it/ carry the thing
through, whatever the consequences/ in for a penny.
in for a2 pound/ over shoes.over boots/ as well be
hanged for a sheep as (for) a lamb

[-#% %] yibo déng tian
reach the sky in a single bound—attain the highest
[evel in one step/ ascend to heaven at a single bound/
have a meteoric rise

{—2= 43 yichaer cuo
possible mistake or mishap

[—MEEH1] yvichang bdi he

when ohe starts singing,all the others join in—-(of
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a suggestion, etc. ) meet with general approval/ oné
sings sall folow—chime in with others
[—1E—#1Y vi chang vi he
sing a duet with sb/ sing in duet/ sing the same
tune/ sing to the tune of/ sing in chorus with/ echo
each other/ in tune with/ chime in with
[—4F%]) y7chén bo ran
not soiled by a speck of dust/ not to be stained (or
soiled)with a particle of dust/ pure-hearted/ spotiess
[— & F2]) y7 chéng bl bian
fixed and unchangeable/ immutable and frozen /hard
and fast/ be set in one’s ways/ inflexible/ invari-
able/ changeless/ unalterable/ immutable
[—&&RE] vy chbu md zhan
couldn’ suggest a move or do a thing/ can find no
way out/ be at one’s wits’ end/ be at the end of one’s
tether/ find (or stick) oneself in the mire/not to have
a feather to fly with/ with one’s finger in one’s mouth
[—MBl 2 yicha jifa
ready to be set off at a touch/ m_ay:.be triggered at
any moment/ be on the verge of breaking out/ touch
off an explosive situation/ to an -explgsive point/
touch-and-go
E—REEPH]Y vicho jT kui | _
collapse at the first encounter/ be routed at the first

encounter
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[—EIFEL) yTcu ér jin
reach the goal in one step/ accomplish in one move/

accomplish at one stroke/ succeed overnight/ expect
results overnight

(—F 43 yicon dan xin
a heart of pure loyalty/ a loval heart
£—~F¥%FH-—72) yicon gudng yIn yT cGn §in
“an inch of time is an inch of gold”—time is money
[— 1} vi ddo liang dudan
cut into two at bne stroke of the knife/ be severed in-
to two at one blow/ make a clean break/ sever con-
nections with sb
[—-@B2Z1h}yidé zhi gong
just an occasional ,minor success
[—&Z8]yidé zhi vy
my-humble epinion-— (polite exprassion)
(—W ., Hm=)yl ér 2ai,zai ér san
once and again/ time and again/ again and again/
more than once/ repeatedly -
[—RF#3 yTiaqidn jan
a hundredweight hanging by a hair—in imminent per-
it/a thousand piculs suspended by a single hair/ in a
most dangerous condition (very critical situation)/ an
impending disaster/ hang upon 2 thread/ be in the
balance/ by (or with) the skin of -one’s teeth/ the

sword of Damocles

P iy
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[—#AME] v1 fan feng shon S
have a favourable wind throughout the voyage/ sail
before (or with)the wind/ plain (or smooth). sailing/
without a hitch/ good innings
[ &%)yl tan chang tai
depart from one’s normal behaviour/ act out of char-
acter : .
[—ekici) yigGi go zhé
depart from the old rut and couragecusiy set on a
new way/ rid oneself on an old habit .
[\ yigh érign - .
treat {different matters) as the same/ lump people or
things under one head/ put in the same category/
lutnp together o .
—FZ=)yigan érjing S - T
root and branch/ lock, stoek and barrel,-’ ‘hook ., line
and sinker/ thoroughly/ completely/ neat and tidv
spick-and-span : : :
[-8ER]Y yi gl zud qi
at the first drum courage is. arcused/ with ane effost
. it can be accomplishied/ press on ‘to the finish without
letup/. get.sth done-in one vigorous effort/ at one
fling/ at a dash -
[—RFITFEY v gun zi-dd si -
..-knock..sb down at: one stroke/ finish off with a
single blow/ kill with a blow/ deal one fatal blow/
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shatter at one stroke/ completely negate
[—E=7/1yTguod san gong
a state with three rulers—divided leadership
[—otTi L) yihdng ér san
disperse after making a noise/ break up
[E—WEE ) y7 ho bai nud
when one gives a call,a hundred respond—have hun-
dreds at one’s.beck and cali
[—FFEE]yiho bdi ying
a call draws response from hundreds of people-—an
appeal meets with immediate response/ hundreds re-

spond to a single call/ ready to go into action in their
hundreds -

[—3EMR yT hut & jio
a flourish of the pen and it’s done/ finish a piece of
writing or a painting at one go/ be done with one
stroke of the pen

[—HZIyTji zhi chang
proficiency in a particular line (or field)/ professional
skill/ a single skill/ speciality

[—Wimke]) vijian ra go
feel like old friends at the first meeting/ become fast
{riends at the first meeting/ friendly at the first meet-
ing

[—R8{&] yijian zhdong qing
fall in love (with one ) at first sight/ love at first
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sight
(—#FBEY yi jion shuang digo
shoot two hawks with one arrow/ one arrow shot
two eagles/ kill two birds with one stone/ answer a
double purpose/ achieve two things at one stroke/
dual gain
(—# %1 yTjo chéng ming
become famous overnight/ achieve instant fame
[—3£p58) yijd liong dé
achieve two things at one stroke/ kill two birds with
‘one stone '
[—deiEdE]) vijué ci xiong
wage a decisive fight or battle against—see who is
master/fight to see who is the stronger/ have a
* showdown with/ fight it out
[P yT jué ba zhen
once fall,never rise again/ unable to get up after a
fall/ collapse after one setback/ never be able to re-
cover after a setback/ be roundly defeated/ fail utter-
ly
[—ZIF&)yike gian jin
every moment is precious/ value every minute
[—FLZR]) yikdng zhi jidn
a narrow (limited, partial or peep-hole)view
[—KX&])yTidn wa yu

take in everything at a glance
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[—35Ki&] yilao yong yi
by one supreme effort to win eternal ease/ put things
right once and for all/ get sth done once (and) for
.. all/ solutions that hold good for all time
[— THATIyilido bai lido
one finished all is finished—when a man is dead.ev-
erything is finished/ all troubles end when the main
trouble ends/ death ends all one’s troubles
[—&%E MY yitin ban zhdo
 just a few known details of a larger whole/ odd bits/
fragments
[—iF%&) yiie ping 8n
have a pleasant journey/ have a good trip/ a pleasant
journey to you/ a safe journey/ bon voyage
[—3%F-) yilud gidn zhang
drop 10000 feet in one fall—suffer a sudden (disas-
trous, ruincus or calamitous) decline/ a precipitate
{great or terrific) drop/ rapid declension
[—T48]) yT ma dang xisan
gallop at the head/ dash to the front of battle/ take
the lead/ be in the fore-front/ be in the van
[—3F )Yy md ping chudn
a wide expanse of flat land/ flat country
[—Fk#5#% ] vT mai xidng chéng |
come down in one continuous line/ can be traced to

the same origin/ be imbued with the same spirit/ be a

M,_——-_-.———T——_—'__'__"———-—-
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true disciple of/ run in a single (or continuous) line/
follow the same/ in the same strain/ of the same
school/ a continuation of
[—E£A#] yT méo ba bd
unwilling to give up even a hair—very stingy /unwill-
ing even to pluck out a hair for another—not to give a
cent (to charity)/ very sparing in spending money/
not to lift (of stir) a finger to help/ refuse to be put
to trouble/ as close as a clam/ cheese-paring/ miser-
ly/ parsimonious
[—m iR yimidn zhTci
the statement of only one of the parties/ one-sided
statement
[/ 23 yT mian zh jido
have met only once/ be casually acquainted
[—%im AT yTming jing rén
(of an obscure person) amaze the world with a single
brilliant feat/ make one’s mark at the first shot/ win
popularity with the first work/ set the Thames on
fire/ rocket to fame
[—@rmgP] vi ming wi hi
be snuffed out/ kick the bucket/ launch into eterni-
ty/ go west/ pass away/ drop dead/ die
[—#—#YyTmo yT yang
exactly alike/ be exactly the same as/ as like as two

peas
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[—H 7Y yima lido ran
understand fully at a glance/ be clear (or manifest)
at a glance/ see all at a glance/ see with half an eye/
be written all over one’s face/ carry on its face/ he
that (or who) runs may read/ leap to the eye
[—H 171 yi mi shihéng
take in ten lines at one glance (said of a rapid reader)
[—& 2221 v nion zhT cha
a wrong decision made in a moment of weakness
(with serious consequences)/ a momentary slip
[—i#ETF %) yTnud qgian jin
a verbal promise is worth a thousand ounces of gold/
a promise that will be kept/ one’s word is as good as
one’s bond/ a solemn promise/ a bargain’ a bargain
{—HB&E3yTpaijihe
fit in readily/ chime in easily
{—#A¥bY yT pon s8n sha
a heap (a plate, a sheet or a tray » of loose sand—a
nation or group without cohesion, each individual for
himself/ lacking spirit of cooperation/ in a state of
disunity .
[—#mBEY yipinrd xT

as poor as though everything was washed away/ as
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poor as a church mouse/ as poor as Job/ not to have
a shirt to one’s back/ be on one’s uppers/ in utter
destitution/ poverty-stricken/ penniless

[—}FR#& 1) yi pou huéng ti
only a clod (or handful) of yellow earth—a grave/
mere dust heaps/ sth utterly insignificant

- [—8+%]) yipo shi han
warm for one day and cold for ten days—work on and
off/ work hard for one day and do nothing for ten/
work (or do things) by fits and starts

[—S M) yTqihe chéng
(of an essay) form a coherent whole/ make smooth
reading/ get sth done at one go/ dccomplish sth with-
out any interruption or letup/ at a heat/ at a stretch/
at a dash/ in a breath

[—8&F{E]Y yigian bl zhi
not worth a penny/ utterly worthless/ mere trash

[—#43#]) yi gittlo bl tdng
know nothing of (or about)/be utterly ignorant of/
utterly stupid and dense/ lack the slightest knowl-
edge of/ not to know the first thing about sth/ not
know the ABC of/ be (all) Greek to (sb)/ out of
one’s element/ impenetrably dull/ an absclute block-
head/a complete ignoramus

[—i#—#]yTqing & chi
completely (or perfectly) clear/ as plain as daylight




. 495

[—3=A] y1 giéng. ér bai
poor and blank/ poverty and blankness/ backward
both economically and culturally

[— 5241y qid zhi hé
jackals of the same lair/ birds of a feather/ tigers
from the same den/ brigands of the same stripe/
tarred with the same brush (or stick)/ cut from the
same cloth/ patterned from the same mould/ of the
same batch

[(—XZFFiR]Y yiqo bo fa fan
gone and never to return/ once gone, never come

back/ gone forever/ leave for good

[— AEEE, 7 AEE]Y virén chudn xd, wan rén chudn
shi

one man tells an idle story and it becomes fact in the
mouths of ten thousand

[—ABE , BRAFRY yirén dé dao, jT quan shang
tidn
when a man attains the Tao {enlightenment and im-
mortality ), even his pets ascend to heaven—when a
man gets to the top, all his friends and relations get
there with him

[— AMEWTFARY yTrén nan ra qian rén yi

one man can hardly meet the wishes of everybody

E—BFHYyiriqgian li

one thousand /i a day—at a tremendous pace/ with
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giant strides/ tremendous forward strides/ rapid ad-
vance/ by leaps and bounds

[—B=F]1yTrisdn qi
one day (away from a dear one) seems like three
years—miss sb very much/ a day of separation seems
(to be) as long as three years/ a day absent from you
is like thtee seasons (or years)

{—mBEED vy 0 ji wlng
as in the past/ as before/ as always

[—57i%) yT 880 &r kKong
swept clean at one attempt

[—B RHiE]) yT sh&n shi dan
know no fear/ be absolutely fearless

[ RRFH18 yishizd chéng qin g hén
a single slip may cause lasting sorrow/ the error of a
moment becomes the regret of a lifetime/ one false
step brings everlasting grief/ a wrong step taken re-
sults in eternal regret

[—#E{=Yy7 shitong rén
treat all alike without discrimination/ extend the
same treatment to all/ give equal treatment to both/
regard all with equal favour/ be equally kind to all/
impartial kindness or favour/ not to make chalk of
one and cheese of the other/ give the devil his due

[—XFILARY yT shi wa chéng
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achieve (or accomplish) nothing/ nothing (or not a
thing) accomplished/ get nowhere
[—F&+b] yishdu bGo ban
keep everything in one’s own hands/ take everything
on oneself/ control exclusively/ stage-manage
[—FE K] vy shdu zha tian
shut out the heavens with one hand—hide the truth
from the masses/ hoodwink the public
[—ZAF%]) yisibo gdu
not a bit negligent/ scrupulous about every detail/
conscientious and meticulous/. dot the i’s and cross
the t’s '
[—2F##])yisiba gua
not have a stitch on/ be stark-naked
[—2—X])yisiyihdo _
a tiny bit/ an iota/ the slightest/ a lietle/ an atom of /-
a shred of / a trace of
[—RME]1 yT1a ha ta
in a complete mess/ in an awful state/ in an awful
mess/ in a muddle/ a hell of a mess
[—R5FY yito gud zi
the sum total/ a grand total
[—®PK]Y yitan sishui
a pond of stagnant water—a stagnated, dull atmo-
. sphere
[—E ] yi tuan hé qi

keep on good terms with evervone at the expense of
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principle/ keep on the right side of evervone/ a pre-
vailing mood of harmony/ unprincipled peace/harmo-
ny all round/ an easy-going atmosphere

[—RF7RY YT wang da jin
catch all {(or the whele lot) in a dragnet/ capture all
in one net/ round up the whole gang at one fell
swoop/ take (them) all at one haul of the net/ all
captured at once

[ %]) vy waing qing shan
passionately devoted to/ deeply attached to/ be head
over heels in love with/ be far gone in love

[(—#&XETY yT wdng wi gidn |
press forward with indomitable will/ forge ahead/ in-
domitable

[—8T4] yi wang ér zhi X
one glance and you know—apparent to the eve/ man-

!
ifest at a glance/ very obvious

[—E XYy wang wa ji
stretch as far as the eye can see/ stretch to the hori-
zon/ beyond the reach of a g_lancef boundless

[—XA{E]) yiwén bu zhi
not worth the paper on which it is written/ not worth
a cent (a penny.a farthing.a stivér,a button,a pin or
a rush)/ not amount to a row (or a hill) of beans {(or.
pins)

[—E=FMM3 yi wen san bd zhT
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say “I don’ know” to every question—not know a
thing/be entirely ignorant
[—FcP[E ] yiwl ké qu
not one good thing to be said/ nothing to recom-
mend/neither rhyme nor reason/ good-for-nothing/
worthless
[—XE4]T yiwa shicha
without a single redeeming feature/ devoid of any
merit/ nothing is right/ can never get anything right
[— XY y1 wo sud chang
have no special skill (or ability )/ be Jack of all
trades/ superior in no respect
[—XEFHE]Y yi wi sud ydu
not own a thing in the world/ not have a thing to
one’s name/ without a single thing/ have nothing at
all/ have not a stiver/ as bare as the palm of one’s
hand/ walk on one’s shoestrings/ penniless/ destitute
[—XFFE3 yT wi sud zhi
know absolutely nothing/ know nothing about/ with-
out knowipg a single thing/ not have the least inkling
of/ absolutely ignorant of/ a total stranger to
[—F—+1yiwdyishi
{narrate) systematically and in full detail
[—¥BE—41) vy wl xiang yT wo
there is always one thing to conguer another/ every-

thing has its vanquisher
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[—iREBiR) vT wo zai wi |
make one error after another/ one error leads to an-
other/ keep on making mistakes/ make things worse
by repeated delays
[—E#%%E]Y vyl xi shang can
so long as one still has a breath left/ as long as one
lives/ till one’s last gasp
[— A7 K] yT xidng qing yuan
(one’s own) wishful thinking
[—%%2>)yixido zhi zhi
dismiss with a laugh (or smile)/ dispose it with a
smile/ laugh off
[— AR —8BY vy xié bd rg y7 xié
each crab is smaller than the one before—each one is
worse than the last/ from bad to worse/ get worse
and worse
[—EFH])yixie qgian IY
(of a river) rush down & thousand li—flow down vig-
orously/ (of a'writer’s style) forceful and flowing
[——MEYyTixInyTdé
of one heart and one mind/ whnle’-heartedly and
faichiully/ with united will/ be at one
(—C—8Yyixinyiyi
with one heart and one mind/ with all one’s heart and
mind/ put one’s whole heart and soul into (sth)/ give

one’s whole mind to/ be beat on/ be intent on (or up-
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on }/ heart and soul/ with undivided attention/
wholeheartedly

[— M, Mg sEE) yivanijichd, simdnan zhut
a word once spoken cannot be overtaken even by a
team of four horses—what is said cannot be unsaid

[—F¥RYyTyan nan jin
mere words cannot fully express it—it is a long sto-
ry/ it is hard to explain in a few words

[—FRAE) vy yan wéi ding
that’s settled then/ it’s {or that’s) a whack/ a bar-
gain is a bargain

(—F LAY yT yan yibizhi
to sum up the whole business in one phrase/ 1o sum
up in a word/ make a long story short/ in a word/ in
a nutshell/ in short/ in a few words/ summarily/
briefly

[—nEEE,. FREFEWL]Y yiye zhang ma, by jidn tai
shan '
a leaf before the eye shuts out Mount Taishan—have
one’s view of the important overshadowed by the
trivial

[—r3PkY yiye zhi qid
one falling leaf is indicative of the coming of au-
tumn-—everything is part of a whole/ the falling of

" one leaf heralds the autumn/ a straw shows which
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way the wind blows/ it is a straw in the wind/ a
small sign can indicate a great trend

[—K#HKY yiy1 ddi shui
a narrow strip of water

[—EWiT) yTyigo xing
persist in wilfully and arbitrarily/ act in disregard of
other people’s opinions/ bent on acting wilfully/ cling
obstinately 1o one’s own course/ {ollow one’s bigoted
course/ be hell-bent on having one’s way/go (take,
have or follow) one’s own way/ act arbitrarily/ wheel
and deal

[—iBiE8] v ya dao pd
get to the heart of the matter in a few words/ punc-
ture a fallacy with one remark/ lay bare the truth
with one penetrating remark/ burst out the truth/ hit
the nail on the head

L&A ] yT ya po di
hit the mark with a single comment/ hit target with
one remark/ hit the nail on the head/ come to the
point

C—WEAE, —WE{R )Y yT 26 yT xi,yT 28 yT ju
feel both joy and fear

[—3—35] yizhdng yT chi
alternate{ tension with relaxation—strike a proper

balance between work and rest

[—ERH.FERE®Y vizhao ba shen, mdn pan jié

I
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shid
one careless move and the whole game is lost/ a sin-
gle careless move spoils the entire game/ a trip in one
point would have spoiled all
[—sA%kem . +EHHFAY vizhdo béi shé ydo. shi
nidn pd jing shéng
once bitten by a snake,one shies at a coiled rope for
the next ten years—once bitten, twice shy/ a burnt
child dreads the fire/ the scalded cat fears cold water
[—8— &) yizhao yi xT
in one morning or evening/ in a day/ a short dura-
tion of time/ overnight
[—4FRILY yT zh&n jian xie
pierce to the truth with a single pertinent remark/re-
veal the heart of the matter in a few words/ go right
to the heart of the matter/ make a pointed remark/
touch one on the raw/ hit the nail on the head/ hit
the bird in the eye/ straight {from the shoulder
[—#E %)Y v zhén hudng ligng
olden Millet Dream—a brief dream of grandeur
[—#HEE88) yizhi bdn jig
a smattering {(hearsay) of knowledge/ scanty (or
half-baked) knowledge/ limited and half-understood
knowledge/ superficial knowledge/ half knowledge/
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sciolism
[—4=30] yT zh1 kdng weén
a mere scrap of paper/ a bit of waste paper/ empty
words on a sheet of paper
[—3®F£]1vizhiqgionjin
stake a thousand pieces of gold on one throw/ gamble
at high stakes/ spend money extravagantly/ spend
lavishly/ throw away money like dirt/ spend money
like water '
[—FF&)yizigian jin
one character is worth a thousand ounces of gold/
one character is worth much gold

LR AT yTba bi t7

be dressed in rags/ be in rags (clothing cannot cover
the body)

[&RFEXRR]Y vi guan chi chi
immaculately dressed/ smartly dressed/ well
groomed/ neat and trim in appearance/ put on the
ritz

[RE&HEY vi gudin qQin shou
a beast in human clothing (form,dress or attire)/ a
dressed-up beast/ a brute

D3R y1§ia fon-nang
mere material for a clothes-horse and a food-bag— .
useless lazy persons/ a glond—fnr-nothing person/
good-for-nought

{RE5E £] yi |in hudn xiang
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return to one’s hometown in silken robes—return
home after making good

ORI R viran go wo
one’s circumstances haven’t changed much/ one is
still one’s same old self/ as of old

(R ER kL] yirdn ra go

all the same as it (or they) was {or were)/ remain as
before/ remain unchanged (or the same)/ none the
hetter (for)/ none the worse (for)

BT AT Y v wéi lidng ké
be undecided/ have no definite conviction of one’s
oW

CicBEEFH )Y vt yang hua ha 14
sketch the gourd according to the pattern—follow the
beaten track/ draw a dipper with a gourd as the mod-
el/ do the routine thing without thinking/ slavishly
copy or imitate/ copy mechanically/ play the sedu-
lous ape/ape others

UXIKF &Y yi yTbu she
reluctant (or unwi"ing )to part from {or with)/ have
a great (strong or invincible) attachment (to)/ feel-
ings of regret at parting/ cannot bear to leave (or
part) .
(ERBBYyirdn zj dé
happy and pleased with oneself/ happy and satisfied
[R5 EF3F]Y vi hai wi gidng

cause endless trouble to future/ entail untold trou-

bles
[ A O] yirén kdu shi
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give people basis for gossip/ give occasion for talk/
give people grounds for ridicule/ be a source of
ridiculé/ expose oneself to ridicule

[W5% ) vi xido da fang
make a laughing stock of oneself beforé experts/ be-
come a laughing-stock by showing. inability/ incur
the ridicule of experts/ be .aughed at by those who
know/ be laughed at by experts

(#0548 ) vi feng yi si
change prevailing (or existing) customs and habits/
transform established traditions and practices/ trans-
formation of customs and habits/ transform social
traditions/ bring about a change in morals and mores

(A ]) yi hwa jig mo
graft one twig on another/ graft and transplini’
stealthily substitute one thing for another/ place a
substitute by subterfuge/ palm off the spurious for
the genuine/ graft

[ LEE]Y vi shan ddo hai
remove mountains and drain seas—transform nature/
overpower natural forces/ conquer nature

L% 55 4E) yi chou wan nian
leave a stink for ten thousand years—go down in his-
tory as a byword of infamy/ leave a bad name for.
thousands of years to come/ leave a name that stinks
through the ages/ leave a bad name forever/ be con-
demned (or cursed ) by posterity/ an’ everlasting
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shame/ remain forever infamous
(R4 <) yi zhi gi shi |
order people about by gesture/ be insufferably arro-
gant
[SErFEER ] vi shén yiguT
imagine all sorts of things/ be terribly suspicious/
even afraid of one’s ovn shadow/ oversensitive
[EEHEE)Y v tuon md shi
doubts and suspicions can not be cleared up/ dark
shadows of doubt lurking in one’s mind
L8045 vi xin sheng an gui
a suspicious heart will see ghosts—suspicions create
imaginary fears
[ % 2] yibao yibao
replace one tyranny by another
(4R ] yT dé bao yuan
return good for evil/ repay (or recompense) injury
with kindness/ requite ingratitude with kindness
(A # X #E] yT du gong dd
combat poison with poison/ use poison as an antidote
to poison/ cure a poisoned patient with poison/ coun-
teract one toxin with another/ like cures like/ set a
thief to catch a thief/ fight fire with fire/ take a hair
of the dog that bit you '
[elitfZift) yi é chuan é
pass on rumours,incorrect readings.ete. / incorrectly
relay erroneous message (so that it becomes increas-

t
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ingly distorted )}/ spread an error or a falsehood/ pass
on erronegus version/ circulate erroneous reports
(U EACHT yT ér dai ma
rely upon hearsay instead of seeing for oneself/ take
hearsay as true
[Li T R5F) vi gong wéi shdu
use attack as a means of defence/ use offensive tactics
as a means of defence/ attack in order to defend
L IEAx] yT gua di zhong
pit the few against the many/ fight (or battle) a-
gainst heavy odds/ set one’s back against the wall
[RLT0E 2% v1 gudn hou xido
(lighten a punishment and) see how the offender be-
haves
[T A]Y yijidud rén
- judge others by oneself/ measure others after one-
self/ measure others’ corn by one’s own bushel/ mea-
sure another’s (or sh’s)foot by one’s own last
LAY vi jing xitio yéu
in order to warn against bad example/ to warn others
against following a bad example/ as a warning to oth-
ers ‘ '
CRIEEA¥E] vi lice hai
measure the sea with an ovster shell-———l_'aave a shatlow

understandlng of a person or sub}ect

[ EEBAY yi 17 f0 rén
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convince people by reasoning/ convince people by
sound argument/ persuade through reasoning

LU ARAT YY1 fO rén
‘try to convince people by force/ cause people to sub-
mit by force

[0SR 202 ]) vi lin wéi he
use one’s neighbour’s field as a drain—shift one’s
troubles onto others/ use the neighbour’ field as an
outlet for one’s overflow/ dump rubbish in the neigh-
bour’s yard

LLLEBEEE ] vi tudin tou shi
throw an egg against a rock—court defeat by fighting
against overwhelming odds/ like an egg knocking it-
self against a stone/ court self-destruction/ throw an
egg at a stone/ grossly overestimate one’s own
strength

[RLSRE A Y vT mdo qb rén
judge people solely by thetr appearance/ choose by
appearances/ judge by outward looks

[Lt S5 ERY vT shan xun zhi

die a martyr at one’s post

LA S4ERN] yT shan zud zé
make oneself serve as (an) example to others/ set an
example with one’s own conduct/ make oneself an ex-
ample/ set a good example to others/ take the lead

CLLFhn#H] vi shou jid &

place hand over one’s forehead—in greeting
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CRAEHAEF] yT shou qi jidn
in order to achieve one's treacherous purpose

CRGE 532 yT tui wéi jin
retreat in order to advance/ make concessions in or-
der to gain advantages

[BlANAZAS.ERBF2M]Y vyl xido rén zhi xin,dud jdn
zi zhi fu
measure the stature of great men by the yardstick of
small men/ like a dwarf plumbing the heart of a giant
with his midget sounding rod/ measure the mind of
an upright man by the yardstick of a knave

[ MFI])Y vi xue hudn xué
the blood-debt must be repaid in kind/ demand (or
pay) blood for blood '

CULARBHR . LAFEF]Y  vI van huan yvan,  yi ya huan
ya
eve for eye,tooth for tooth/ blow for blow/ tit for
tat/ measure for measure/ like for like/ give as good
as one gets/{(give sb) a Roland for an Oliver

[ —24+ ] yV yT dong shi
pit one against ten

(L —%E] yiyijing bai
punishione as a warning to others

CLLGRRF35] yiyidai lao
wait at one’s ease for the fatigued (or exhausted) en-

emy or opponent/ hold one’s position awaiting enemy
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attack after long march

[PL5nfR ) vi yudn bao dé
return evil for good/ repay pood with evil/ requite
kindness with ingratitude/ recompense good with
evil /bite the hand that feeds one

I F2F.HF2EY  yizizhimao, gbéng zi zhi
duan
set your own spear against your own shield—refute
sb with his own argument/ turn sb’s battery against
himsel{

L& E L #]) vi guan zhdang shi
rely on one’s power and positicn/ count on one’s
powerful connections

(4 ERET YT 180 mai 160
take adﬁantage of one’s seniority or old age (1o ignore
manners, regulations, etc, )/ capitalize on being ad-
vanced in age/ presume on old age to despise others/
flatnt one’s séninrity

[XRZ#E]Y yibarong ci
one’s sense of honor makes it impossible to refuse/ an
obligation one cannot escape/ act from a strong sense
of duty/ be incumbent upon one to/ be duty-bound/
have an unshirkable duty

[ 578 vi fen tian ying
be filled with righteous indignation/ wrath surged in

one’s heart/ anger for justice filled one’s breast/ boil
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with indignation
[T yi wa f6n go
honour permits no turning back/ be duty-bound not
to turn back/ proceed without hesitation
[HETa)yIxing ya se
with indighation written on one’s face/ one’s face
showed no compromise with evil
[XIE&E™] yl zhéng cT yon
speak sternly out of a sense of justice/ épeak with the
force of justice/ in no uncertain terms/ in categerical
terms
U123 ] yi ki st tian
recall past suffering and think over the source of pre-
sent happiness/ tell of one’s sufferings in the old so-
" ciety and one’s happiness in the new/ contrast past
misery with present happiness
IFRETHEYyibt yi g
if someone else takes one step,they follow with the
same step/ ape sb at every step/ imitate sb’s every
move/ follow in one’s steps/ perform to someone’s
baton/dance to sb’s tune/ follow slavishly/ blindly
foliow suit |
[R¥RFEIR]) yi dudn xié shud
a heterodox opinion (or doctrine)/ teachings that
lead one astray/ heretical beliefs/ unorthodox opin-
ions

[BF3%]) yi hd xin chang
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extraordinary/ unusual/ uncomman/ abnormal
[REREYyi jon t0 qi
. a new force suddenly coming to the fore
(R OREYyI kdu téng shang
cry out in one voice/ join in the same chorus o/ sing
the same tune in different keys/ all agree/ a myriad
. voices with one sound/ with one voice/ with one ac-
cc:-fd/ by common consent/ in unison/ in chorus/
without a dissentient voice/ unanimously
[RukET]Y yiqo tdéng gdng
different tunes rendered with equal skill—different in
approach but equally satisfactory in result/ achieve
the same goal with different means/ different ap-
proaches contribute to same end/ play the same tune
on different instruments/ the same result achieved by
different methods/ the same meaning expressed in

L

different words

[RAERF) vi xiang Hian kai
come out with most fantastic ideas/ have strange,

* fantastic ideas/ indulge in the wildest fantasy/ have a
maggot in one’s head (or brain)/ give rein to fancy/
expect wonders/ a {light of fancy/ a kick in one’s gal- -
lop/ stretch of the imagination/ wild hopes/ wishiful
= thinking/ freakish/ vagarious/ fantastic

i) vi yvong dan cud

modulation in tone/ cadence

[ mE %] yiro fon zhdng
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as easy as turning one’s hand over/ as easy as turning
over one’s palm/as easy as falling off a log/ as easy
as pie/ like taking candy from a baby/ very easy
to do
[BSARYyiqiféng fa
high-spirited and vigorous/ daring and energetic/ be
fired with boundless enthusiasm/ high in spirits/ be
on one’s mettle/ be full of pep | '
CE<HRT vi Qi xiang t6u |
have the same likes and dislikes/ be alike in temper-
ament/ be congenial with each other
[ESAHE]Lyiql yong shi
be swayed by personal feelings/ act on impuise
[ZBEZF Y vi zdi yan wai
the meaning is implied
[ R RY viran jué ran
put ome’s foot down/ determinedly/ willfuily/’ reso-
tutely/ firmly
_ [ER B3] vin cai shi jido
'teach students in accordance with their aptitude/
teach a person according to what he is good for
[EBEBE] yin di zhi yi
suit measures to local conditions/ adapt the working
method to the local conditions/ take such measures as
are suitable to local conditions/ do the right thing on
the right.place/ bear in mind local needs and possi-
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hilities/ adaptation to local conditions/ in a manner
appropriate to local conditions

CEMEELR I vyin 10U jid jidn
make do with whatever is available/ make use of the
available conditions/ manage with the poor equip-
ment at hand/ adapt oneself to the available condi-
tions/ do things simply and thriftily/ economize be-
cause of lack of funds

[ A RH] yIn rén chéng shi
rely on others for success in work

[ AZEEY vin rén she shi
create a job to accommodate a person

CABFE] yin shi zhi yi
do the right thing at the right time/ in a manner suit-
able to the {particular) time/ do what is suitable to
the occasion

[E A 5] yin shi i ddo
adroitly guide (or channel) action aémrding to cir-
cumstances,/ give proper guidance as the situation re-
quires/ guide it along its course of development/
make the best use of the situation to gui::.le sth to

(R hgH] yin xidio shi dd ’
try to save a little only to lose a lot/ lose a great deal
through trying to save a little/ lose the main goal be-
cause of small gains/ suffer a big loss for a little
gain/ lose the sheep for a halfpennyworth of tar/ sell
one’s birtﬁfight for a mess of pottage
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[EFEFIH] yIn xun shdu jio
stick to old ways/ follow the beaten track (or path)/
traditionalistic/ lockstep

[EfRALRY yIn xGn zud wi
sit back and allow the situation to deteriorate/ pro-
crastinate until it is too late

(ErEER] yin y& féi shi
give up eating for fear of choking-—refrain from doing
sth necessary for fear of a slight risk/ stop eating al-
together on account of a hiccup—unjustified giving
up of a good cause/ throw away the apple because of
the core - '

[FH45ME3#]) vin cud yang cha
(a mistake or error due to) a strange combination of
circumstances

[EHZR A8 ] yin hin ba san
the soul (or spirit) refuses to leave/ the ghost of s
inexorably hangs on/ the shadow of--still lingers on/
haunting spectre

[BEi 83+ yvin méu gui ji
schemes and intrigues/ intrigues and plots/ conspira-
cies and plots/ intrigues and manoeuvres/ underhand
schemes and machinations/ dark and crafty devices/
underhand methoeds/ plot/ scheme/ ruse

[EHBHZE <] yin yang gudi qi

mystifying/ enigmatic/ queer/ eccentric/ cynical = -
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[BLEE RG] vin jian b yudn
past examples serving as a warning to later genera-
. tions are not {ar to seek/ one need not lock far for a
lesson
(-7 H X vin feng ndng yué
siﬁg of the moon and the wind—write sentimental
verse | |
[E RS HLY yin chT mdo lidng
eat the food stored up for the next year/ eat next
year’s food/ eat one’s corn in the blade/ forced 1o
borrow today’s food against tomorrow’s income/
draw one’s pay in advance/ anticipate one’s income/
live beyond one’s means
[ #4830 3L Y vin yang |a qiGing 16U
a pewter spearhead that shines like silver—an im-
pressive looking but useless person
(GIMARYyn ér ba fa
draw the bow but not discharge the arrow/ draw the
bow without shooting (just indicate the motions)
(319 EK] yn hang gdo gé
sing (or shout) with outstretched neck/ sing at the
top of one’s voice/ sing joyfally in a loud voice/ sing
heartily '
U1k %51 yin hud shao shen
draw fire against (to or on) oneself—make self-criti-
cism to encourage criticism from others/ guide a fire'

to burn one’s own body—a self-destructive course of
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action
(31421#E88] yin jing ju dian
copiously quote authoritative works/ give quotations
from classics or ancient works/ quote the classics
[51RAE]yinlang ro shi
invite (hring or let) a wolf into the house—open the
door to a dangerous foe/ set a fox to keep one’s
geese/ set the wolf to keep the sheep |
[3] A ABEY yin rén ro sheng
open up a new view/ interesting and absorbing/ fas-
cinating/ attractive/ enchanting/ bewitching/ tempt-
ing/ alluring
[SI A EYyin rén zha mi
attract one’s attention/ attract the gaze of the people/
arrest one’s eye (or attention?/ be in (or come into)
the public eye/ leap to the eyes/ come to the front/
cut a conspicuous figure/ in the limelight/ notice-
able/ conspicuous/ spectacular
£3] %8RI yin wéi jion jie
learn (or draw )} a lesson (from a previous error,
etc. )/ serve as a warning/ take warning
(KR M &Y yin hén ér zhtng
die with a grievance in one’s heart
[k FEF Y yin qi tin shéng
swallow one’s tears/ weep silent tears/ gulp down

sobe (or rage)/ put one’s pride in one’s pocket
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EE K BE]Y vin shui sT yudn
when you drink water, think of its source—never
forget where one’s happiness comes from/ think of
the fountain when drinking the water/ let every man
praise the bridge he goes over

[oRAG1E/T vin zhén zhi ke
drink poison to quench (one’s) thirst—seek tempo-
rary relief regardless of the consequences/ remedy
worse than what it is supposed to cure/ temporary
relief which results in disaster/ a supposed remedy
having the opposite effect

(8T E]) yin ¢ yang shan
cover up sb’ faults and publicize his merits/ hide sb’s
worngdoing and praise his good deeds/ conceal what
is evil and publish what s good/ conceal faults of
others and praise their good points

[Eaagird yin hui qu zhé
insidious and devious/ veiled and round-about

R4k 4 yin xing mai ming _
conceal one’s name and surname/ conceal one’s iden-
tity/ keep one’s identity hidden/ live incognito/live in
the shadow _

CERZ9H %) yin yue Qi ci
use ambiguous language/ speak in equivocal terms/
implicit meaning

IERH] ying ydu jin you
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there is everything that should be there/ have every-
thing that one expects to find/ well-stocked
CEAE P R F D yIng xiéng sud jidn lilé tong
great minds think alike
(8 R 2 #) ying xidng wua yong wi zhi di
a hero with no place to display his prowess—no scope
to exercise one’s abilities/ a hero with no scope for

displaying his heroism/ no scope for one’s energies

[HZEMAR] yving 2T s& shudng
valiant and hierocic in bearing/ bright and brave

" IR HHEFRE] ying 98 yan wi
orioles sing and swallows dart—the joy of spring/ a
acene of prosperity

(BHWE, REEZA] ying qi ming y7,qit gi you
shéng |

a bird sings to call forth a {friend’s response

[®#s55]) ying wO xué shé

repeat the words of others like a parrot/ echo
another’s words/ parrot

LR 7 TR ying ren er jis
(of a bamboo) split all the way down once it’s been
chopped open—(of a problem) be easily (or readily)
solved/ splits off as if meets the edge of the knife
without efforts/ solve problems or difficulties with
the greatest ease

LA ) ying tOu gtin shang
try hard to catch up
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=L 373 ying téu tong ji
score a hard,direct hit/ deal head-on blows to sb/
deal a telling (or severe) blow to sb/ give sb a bad
knock on the head/ give sb a goed hiding/ head-on
hammer-blows :

[EFFEHY ving sTwi DI
engage in malpractices for selfish ends/ practise
graft/ be corrupt in politics/ malpractices/ jobbery

oL/ F) Y ying tou xido i
very small profit/ petty gains (or profits)

[ 5 73 ]) ving ying gdu gdu |
shamelessly seek personal gain

CREF 40 ] v ing dui rd Lid
one’s replies flowed like a stream/ reply readily and
fluently/ answer the questions without any hitch/
give fluent replies

I am) ying o zird
handle a situation with ease/ cope with success{ully/
be equal to the occasion/ rise to the occasion

[REEEAR ] ving jig bu xid
have more visitors or business than one can attend
to/ too many (affairs, visitors) to attend ‘to/ play
host to a constant stream of callers/ too busy to at-
tend to/ up to one's ears in work

[RiEmmA] ying yon ér shéng
arise at the historic moment/ emerge as the times
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require

% A B ) yong rén zirdo
all unnecessary fuss made by the simple-minded/wor-
ry about troubles of one’s own imagining/ make
much ado about nothing

)35 & 17 yong yéan ydng xing
commonplace words and deeds

{7 £ %5 ydng zhdng jido jido
a giant among dwarfs

[ & §5) yong chui bo xil
eternal.glnry to/ live forever in the hearts of / win im-
mortality/ will go down to posterity/ be engraved for
all time/ undying/ immortal

K EFREY ydng zhi bo wang
will always bear in mind/ will always cherish the
mem.ory' of sb or sth

[Ed=2%] yong gudn san jon
distinguish onesel by peerless valour in battle

(B2 EHT] yong wang zhi gion |
march (or go) forward courageously (or fearlessly)/
march forward without hesitation/ stride bravely {or-
ward/ advance bravely/ dauntless march/ take one’s
courage in both hands/ go well up to bridle/ up hill
and down dale

(383 A)Y ydng wi gud rén

surpass others in valour/ be surpassingly valorous
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[H & m#]) yong bing ri shén
direct military operations with miraculous skill/ work
miracles in manoeuvring troops/ be a superb military

commander

LR T; W] you réu gud dudn

irresoclute and hesitant/ incapable of taking strong
decision/ infirm of purpose/ weak-minded/ shilly-
shally/ yea and nay/ indecisive/ irresclutely
[0 RE <5 W ] yOu sheng lié bai
“the superior win and the inferior lose”—survival of
‘the fittest
[ B4R Y you 280 you zai-
living a life of ease and leisure/ completely free and
at ease/ leisurely and carefree/ leisurely and unhur-
ried -
[1% 8 44 you hudin yi shén
the remaining years after going through a great deal/
the remainder of one’s life after a disaster/ narrow
escape from disaster
[HE.94% ] yOu xTn chdng chang
be sick at heart/ feel gloomy/ laden with anxieties/
anxiety-ridden/ care-laden.” Lieavyhearted
[tEOm#EY ydu xin ro fén
burning with anxiety/ extremely worried/ devour

one’s heart

[ﬁﬁﬁ BYyou ran zi dé
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be carefree and content

ULtz A~ you yu ba jué
hesitate to act or choose one’s course/ inability to
make up one’s mind/ halt hetween two opinions/ re-
main undecided/ be in two minds/ yvea and nay/ back
and fill/ hang fire/ shilly-shally/ indecision/ hesi-
tate/ vaciiléte! waver

L ¥/ you qiang hud dido
full of guile and cunning/ tongue in cheek/ persua-
sive but not reliable (talker) /unctuous/ glib/ slick/
plausible (speech)

[ih=L % i Y vou tou hud ndo
an oily sharper/ as slippery as an eel/ {flippant

L 5] vou zuf hud shé
have a well-oiled tongue/ mealy-mouthed/ smooth-
tongued/ glib-tongued/ oleaginous/ slick

I3 71 & 4] you rén ydu yi
handle a butcher’s cleaver skilfully —do a job with
skill and ease/ be more than equal toa task

[5FF &K ¥ vodu shou hdo xian
loaf about/ live in idleness;’ eat the bread of idleness /
idle away one’s time/ not to do a stitch of work/ keep
(one's) hands in pockets/ sit on one’s hands/ lounge
idly '

[AROTTE]Y you an ke 1

can be found in (official} records/ be on record/ be
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documented
[BEHEBHR)Y you ban ydu yan
rhythmical/ measured/ orderly
[HE&FLEB]Y ydu béi wa hudn
where there is precaution there is no danger/ be pre-
pared and you won’t be sorry/ with all precautions
taken, one is safe/ preparedness averts peril/ pre-
paredness prevents calamity/ be prepared against
want/ ready for all things/ prepared for a rainy day/
readiness is all
(B8 x] you di fang shi
shoot-the arrow at the target—have a definite object
in view/ with a well-defined objective in mind
[(FHRFEZE.F#®/REI L] ydu fi tong xiang. ydu hud
tong dang
share joys and sorrows/ share weal and woe/ stick
together through thick and thin
[Hid 2 EAREY ydu gud zhi & wii bir ji
go even farther than/ be actually stronger than/ with
even greater/ outdo |
[HYLATH]Y you |i ké chéng
there is an opportunity to take advant'age.off there’s
a loophole that can be used/ (think) there’s a crack
to wedge oneself into/ avail oneself of the opportuni-

ty (or occasion)/ hiave a chance of

[ETE] you jid wa yi
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increase endlessly/ be on the increase
[H#FA] you jico wi e
with education there is no distinction between classes
or races of men/ in teaching make no class distine-
ttons/ proper education levels all social classes
(50 &MY you kdu jig bai
enjoy great popularity (popular impression, opinion
or assessment} among the people/ win universal
praise/ be universally acclaimed

[H O] ydu kdu nan fén

find it hard to vindicate oneself

[5G OS] you kdu ndn yan
become tongue-tied/ can hardly speak/ cannot bring
oneself to mention sth/ find it hard (or embarrass-
ing) to bring vp a matter/ too embarrassing to say
(it)

[B0XA] ydu kdu wit xin
say sharp things but cherish no malice/ be sharp-ton-
gued but not malicicus

[F2ZXx3] ydu ming wi shi
have the name without the reality/ in name but not in
reality/ exist in name only/ merely nominal/ titular/

figurehead
(A H3:E) you mo gong da

be there for all to see/ be obvious (or clear) to all/

plain for everybody to see for himself
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[F B 3% ] ydu ma gong shang
everyone gives praise at sight of/ win high praise
from anvone who sees it/ have a universal appeal/
appreciated by all/ universally approved

[4 8 2 8 ) ydu ndi bian shi niging
whoever suckles me is my mother/ submit oneself to
anyone who feeds one/ lick the hand of anyone who
throws a few crumbs

[EHL, HHETFY you gi fo.bi ydu gi 21
like father, like son

[ES5TLHIvou qi wili
faint and weak/ feeble/ languid(ly )/ listless (ly)

[ R4 57 ) ydu qig bi ying
respond to évery plea/ grant whatever is requested/
grant whatever asked/ always grant requests/ ask
and you will receive/ never refuse a request

[FEHFE] yOu shdng ydu sé
full of sound and colour--vivid and dramatic/ quite
vivid (or alive}/ a vivid .descrip_tinn

[5i02 11 you shi zhi shi
a person with breadth of vision/ a man of insight

[#H #H %) you shi wi zhidng

start sth but fail to carry it through

[/ HEBFLY you shi ydu zhdng |
~ having a beginning and an end/ carry sth through to
the end/ prosecute to the end/ finish what has been
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started

[H L] vou shi wi kdng
with someone at his back,he does not fear anything/
secure in the knowledge that one has strong backing/
have sth secure to rely on/ feel reassured and em-
boldened/ be emboldened by the support/ count on
one’s own cards

[HRARFEY you tiGo bu wen
everything in good order and well arranged/ with
regularity and thoroughness/ without any confusion/
in an orderly way/ in perfect order/ in regular se-
quence/ in apple-pie order/ in good shape/ orderly/
methodically/ close-grained/ systematic

[EAEH] you tido ydu |1
very clear and precise/ properly and logically ar-
ranged/ well organized and clearly arranged/ method-
ical/ orderly

[FLFTREY ydu téu wi wai
have a beginning but no end—a thing given up be-
fore it is finished/ begin well but fall off rowards the
close/ leave sth half done/ start off but never finish/
give up halfway/ unfinished

{EBLF]Y ydu wén bilu

jot down all one has heard of

[HILFAY ydu xué ydu rou
{of descriptions in literary works. etc. ) true to life/
vivid and substantial/ vivid
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[EFEL]Y ydu yvan zai xian
make clear belorehand/ forewarn/ as agreed (or pro-
mised) before
[FERARREWN] ydu yan ba shi tai shan
have eyes but fail to see Mt Tai—fatl to recognize
someone’s eminence/ entertatn an angel unawares ‘
[EMRTE] you yan wi zha
have eyes without pupils/ have eyes but see not/ un-
able to discriminate/ lack of discernment/ eves and
no eyes .
{5 —HMF %Y you yT!ibi you yibi
if there is an advantage. there will surely be some-
thing to the contrary—nothing is perfect/ there are
both advantages and disadvantages
[4 & i)Y you yong wi mou
have valour but lack strategy/ be brave but not re-
sourceful/ more brave than wise/ be foolthardy ‘
(AR, KWWMY you zé gdi zhi, wa zé jia
midn
correct mistakes if you have made any and avoid them
if you have not/ correct mistakes if you have commit-
ted them and guard against them if you have not

[E#—H]) ydu zhdo yTri

some day/ one day

[&EEBER] ydu zhi jing chéng
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the man who has a settled purpose {or firm resolve)
will surely succeed/ success goes to the determined/
where there is a will there is a way

CEx 213 you zhizhi shi
a person of noble aspirations/ a person with lofty ide-
als

[ 4 X %] you hong you zhua@n |
both red and expert/ both socialist-minded and voca-
tionally proficient

(REDILEB/EH, XEBELJLFRIZE] you yao ma ér
pdo dé h&io, . you yao mad ér bd chi c:l;.':c:-
you can’t expect the horse to run fast when vou don’t
let it graze/ you can’t make a horse work without
feeding it/ you can’t eat your cake and have it

[ &HEA]Y vou di shén ri
lure the enemy troops in deep

{48 2532 ya yin rdo liang
the lingering sounds of the music winds around the
beams/ the music lingered in the air

[&BAH] vyt yong ke gu
still having plenty of fight left in one/ with one’s
strength not exhausted/ with strength yet to spare -

[ g 78 2% Y vO 16ng han zh | 1
dragons and fish jumbled together—good and bad
people mixed up '
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[&E¥2Z £]) y0 mi zhT xiang
a land of fish and rice—a land of plenty
[& HiEF] yo mo han zha
pass off fish eyes as pearls—pass off the sham as the
genuine/ pass fish eyes for pearls/ mix the genuine
with the fictitious/ palm fish-eyes off as pearls
[Ea#EE+] ya yéu fi zhong
like fish swimming in a cooking pot—in immi-
nent peril
{8 2#%10]) yi gong yi shan
the Foolish Old Man removed the mountains
[&BEF 5] yO méi wa zhi
stupid and ignorant/ benighted/ idiotic/ wnintelligent
(BT, 0FH—8)yo zhs qgian 10,bi you yTdé
even a fool necasionally hits on a good idea
ES5RIRE]Y ya hd mbu pi
-ask a tiger for its hide—a doomed petition/ request
sb (usu. an evil person)  to act against his own in-
terests _
[5 A5#]) yurén wéi shan
do good for people/ help others kind-heartedly
(5 HEN]Y yhrijo zéng
grow with each passing day/ be steadily on the in-
crease/ multiply daily
(5t # 1 yu shi chang ci

depart from the world for ever/ pass away
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[ 5t 5] vit shi wi zhéng
hold oneself aloof from the world/ stand aloof from
worldly success/ reconcile onesel{ to one’s situation
[5 44 [E 1 y0O zhong bl tong
different with (or from) the others/ out of the ordi-
nary
[FAEEH] va mao féng mdan
become full-fledged
[FEF:FE]Y yd mao wei féng
young and immature (or inexperienced)/ unfledged
(.3 X&) yo guo tian qing
the sun shines again after the rain/ after a storm
comnes a calm
IR /i5%&5] vl hou chin stn
spring up like bamboo shoots after a spring rain/
spring up like mushrooms
[iE S H] yo wu lGn cl
speak incoherently/ ramble in one’s statement
GEEF1¥] yu yan bu xidng
_it is mentioned but not in detail/ not speak in detail/
not elaborate
[GE®E (2] y0 zhéng xin chang
talk in earnest/ in all earnestness/ sincere words and
earnest wishes/ significantly/ meaningfully
[EFRE, A3%] yo bo zhud,bu chéng qi .

if jade is not cut and polished, it cannot be made into



E AR EE 533

anything/ jade requires chiselling-—as man needs
training and discipline
[E&{E3E] yu shi jo fen
jade and stone burned together—indiscriminate de-
struction of good and bad alike/ jade and stone both
burned—good men -':Ies-tmyed with the bad
[#RAR2EK] yu yu gud hudn
feel depressed/ depressed and not talking much/ be
in low spirits/ be out of humour/ mope about/ joy-
lessly/ atrabilious/ gloomy/ melancholy
[ masiRY yo xue fén zhan
fight 2 bloody battle/ battle covrageously
[XEREET vd bo O néng
unable to stop even though one wants to/ try to stop
but cannot/ cannot refrain from carrying out/ cannot
help carrying cn
[k #E3R&® Y yo gai mi zhang
the more one tries to hide, the more one is exposed/
the more one tries to cover up, the more one is ex-
posed to public view/ the harder one tries to conceal
“a thing,the more it attracts attention/ the more con-
cealed,the more conspicuous/ who excuses himself.
accuses himseli
[ 2] yo he nan tidn
greed is like a valley that can never be filled/ the cov-

etous are never satisfied/ avarice knows no bounds
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[ 5B.{fEXx&EY yo jia zhi zui,hé huan wa ci
if you are out to condemn sb, you can always trump
up a charge/ if you want a pretence to whip a dog,
say that he ate the frying-pan
Faxisaion] yo qin gu zong
-let the enemy off in order to catch him/ leave sb at
large the better to apprehend him/ allow sb more lat-
itude firsi to keep a tighter rein on him afterwards
(kM 5] yu o go yh
in ogder to take,one must first give/ give in order to
take/ make concessions for the sake of future gains
[k WA ik] yo sa zé ba dé
haste dves not bring success/ haste brings no suc-
cess/ things done in a hurry cannot be done well/
haste makes waste/ more haste, less speed/ too swift
arrives as tardy as too slow
B F A4 A,] yo shi shéng fang
sow discord whenever possible _
[REHS . BAHBEAMY yo bang xiang zhéng, i
weng dé )i
when the snipe and the clam grapple, the fisherman
profits—it’s the. third party that benefits from the
tussle/ contention between a snipe and a clam—a
beneficial chance to fisherman to catch both/ if a
snipe and a clam are locked in fight,it is only to the
advantage of the fisherman/ if two parties fight,a
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third party will benefit

[ Z Y yudn §it W zhdi
the road of enemies is matrr«:.vﬁkw.r---—tht=.~34r wi[L be sure ‘to
meet/ enemies will meet in a narrow alley—con-
frontation inevitable/ enemies are hound to meet on a
narrow road/ one can’t avoid one’s enemy (much as

_one wants to)

[RE A1) yuan f8ng b dong
ke_ep sth in its totality/ maintain unchanged in its o-
riginal state/ keep intact/ take over sum and sub-
stance/ with no change/ untouched

[FEF ) yuan xing bi (o
be revealed for what one is/ reveal one’s real nature/
show one’s true colours/ show the cloven hoof/ be-
tray aoneself |

[E R 7Y yuan yuén badn bén

give chapter and verse for/ from beginning to end
L% & 5 %) yudn zud fang rui
like a square tenon for a round mortice-—at variance
witﬁ each other/ square handle and round socket
[ Ak &3 yuan mu gia yo
climb Cup) a tree to catch (seek for or look for )
fish—a useless search/ do  things by the wrong
met'hod/ try to do the impossible/ milk the bull (or

ram)/ get (or wring) water from a {lint

(HE Y yusn yutin bu jué
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a steady flow of/ a constant torrent of/ an uninter-
ruped flow/ in a steady stream/ inexhaustible

LR FEmEY yuan yuan ér 1Gi
come continuously (like a stream)/ move on in a con-
tinuous stream/ incessantly coming

[¥H% # 1% Y yuan yudn lia chang
a distant source and a long stream—of long standing
and well established/ date from ancient times/ of an-
cient origin and long development

ik 1L 238 ) yudn jian zhud shi
foresight and sagacity/ a long view/ farsighted

U223 80Y yubn jidoe jin gong
(policy of) attacking nearby neighbor and maintain-
ing friendly relations with more distant nations/ be-
friend the distant states while attacking those near-
by/ betriending the distant enemy while attacking the
nearer one

AR EY yudn shut ba jié jin ké
distant water cannot quench (or slake ) present
thirst-—the aid is too slow in coming to be of any help

i A A $&3 x Y yudin shui bo jid jin hud
distant water won’t put out a fire close at hand—a
slow remedy cannot meet an urgency/ water far away
is not of much vse in putting out a fire

[insE® %) yudn z6u gdo f8i ]
run far away and fly high up—get away from home/
slip away to distant place/be off to distant parts
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[4B A $%5K ) yuan shéng zai dao
complaints are heard everywhere/ cries of discontent
rise all round/ the murmurs filled the streets

[ﬁ:?&ijﬁ)‘\] yuan tian you rén
blame god and man—blame everyone and evervthing
but oneself/ blame fate and others/ curse and swear/
grumble

(42 5] yué ding s chéng
(certain name or customs) established by the people
through long social practice/ established by usage/
accepted through common practice

{#2 = %] yue & san zhang
agree on a three-point law—make a few simple rules
to be observed by all concerned

LA T:# AYyue xia 1&0 rén
the old man under the moon—the god who unites
persons in marriage/ matchmaker

[BEBR AR ]) yue yué ya shi
be anxious to try one’s chance/ be eager to have a
try/ itch to have a go/ itch for a try

(RE Y yue zu dai pao
kitchen assistant taking place of the chef—do what is
not in one’s department/ exceed one’s functions and
meddle in others’ affairs/ take another’s job into one’s

own hands/ poke one’s nose into other’s business



538 B IENTE

C[EL¥EMY vin téu zhudn xidng

lose one’s head (or bearings)/ coniused and disori-
ented/ muddle-headed

[=HEZERL] yon xido wua san
the clouds melt and the mists disperse—vanish into
thin air
LEFRME) yon chou wéi wo _
prepare schemes in the tent—make plans heforehand/
devise strategies within a commnand tent/ contrive
strategic plans in the headquarters/ map out strategy
GZEAE MY yon yong zi rd
grasp and skilfully apply/ handle very skilfully/ have

a perfect command of/ make oneself master of

[##L7E]) 26 luan wi zhdng

without pattern or order/ without order or logical
connection/ disordérly and unsystematic/ out of or-
der/ in wild disorder/ all in confusion/ be all in a
muddle/ be at sixes and sevens/ be at loose ends/ out
of joint/ rough-and-tumble/ disorganized/ higgledy-
piggledy

e shaE X Y zqi jié nén tho

it is fate,and cannot be avoided,/ there is no escape
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from fate/ if you're doomed,you're doomed/ impossi-
ble to escape

L7E R R ) z0i sud bi cf
will not refuse under any circumstances/ will not hes-
itate to/ will never decline

LZEBF 4] 2ai sud bo xT1
will not grudge/ will never bhalk at

CZEFXE 6] zai suG nAn midn
can hardly be avoided/ impossible to be avoided/ be
unavoidable/ inevitable

[HEAF])z jié zdi i
make unremitting (persistent or determined ) efforts/
make sustained and redoubled efforts/ work cease-
lessly and unremittingly/ advance from strength to
strength/ continue to exert oneself/ intensify (or re-
double) one’s efforts

[E=3HPM] zdi sdn 24ai si
time and again/ again and again/ over and over (a-
gain)/ time after time/ times out of number/ repeat-
edly

[BE=18) z4i shudi san jié
be nearing exhaustion/ be weakened and demoralized

IR i) zai g zdi wi
festively singing and dancing/ now singing, now
dancing '

R4 0 zan bi jué kdu
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be unstinting in one’s praise/ be profuse in praise/ be
full of praise/ be prodigal of praise/ be above (or be-
yond all) praise/ praise unceasingly

[ iR A ] zao yao hud zhong
spread rumours to confuse (or mislead) the people

[ R4 W] zao yao sheng shi
cause troithle by false stories/ stir up trouble by ru-
mourmongering/ spread rumours to create trouble/
cause trouble by spreading rumours

[i& i {5]) za0 yoo zhdng shing
spread rumours to injure other’s reputatton/ make up
stories to defame others/ hurt sb by calumniocus fab-
ricatioh/ utter slander against sb

[#& 2 MY z& shan ér cong
choose and follow what is good/ find the good way
and follow it/ follow what is good in others

[ L8] zé wa pang dai
there is no shirking responsibility/ a responsibility
one cannot relinquish/ be duty-bound/ an inescapable
duty/ unshirkable duty/ bounden duty

[F®E ) z& ydu ydu gul
responsii:i[ity for crime can be traced/ responsibility
rests where it belongs/ cannot shift the blame onto
others

(KA E 1 zé you fan yan
there are a lot of complaints
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[t WY 288 han zhud za&i
a thiel crying “Stop thief”/ the robber cries “Stop
thief”/ thief crying for the thief/ a robber acting like
a cop/ cover oneself up by shouting with the crowd/
the devil rebuking sin

[0 3= £07]) z8i b gudn mén
lock the door after the thief has gone/ lock (or shut)
the stable door when (or after) the horse is (or has
been) stolen

(05 L LA Y 260 tou z&i ndo
behaving stealthily like a thief/ stealthy/ furtive

[ & 8] zhai tai gho zhd
be heavily in debt/ run heavily into debt/ pile up
debis/ over head and ears in debt/ deep in debt/ be
up to one’s ears (or eves) in debt/ be (or bemme)-
debt ridden

(i3 B ) zhan zhan zi xi
be very pleased with oneself/ feel complacent/ pat
oneself on the back/ look like the cat who swallowed
the canary/ play the peacock/ self-complacent/ self-
contented |

L& R R J5 Y zhon giGn gu hou
ook ahead and behind—be overcautious and indeci-
sive/ weigh one’s steps by thinking of consequences/
look fore and aft/ take into account both past experi-

ence and the situation that may possibly arise in the
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future/ circumspect

[$: B Fx4 ] zhan cdo chl gén
cut the weeds and dig up the roots—destroy evil,
leaving no chance of its revival/ when cutting weeds,
remove the roots as well/ mow grass and pull up the
root/ pull up weeds by the root/ stamp out the
source of trouble/ pluck up the evil by the roots/ up-
root evil/ eilminate the cause of

[5reT®EE]) zhan ding jié tis
“chop up nail and cut through iron”—show firm de-
termination/ resolute and decisive/ with decision and
dispatch/ make it definitely clear/ without mincing
words/ resolutely/ categorically/ explicitly / decisive-
ly/ determinately

[3%%5 5 M zhdn zhuan fan ce
toss to and fro (in bed)/ toss and turn restlessly/
toss about (in one’s sleep) )

(R R3] zhan tian dou di
fight against heaven and earth/ combat nature/ brave
the elements

[T AR. XA TE] zhan wi bh shéng,gdng wi bu
ke :
win in every battle/ never lose a battle/ all-conquer-
ing/ ever-triumphant/ ever-victorious/ invincible

[k zhan zhan jing jing
trembling with. fear (or fright)/ with fear and trepi-

* .
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dation/ with caution/ guake with consternation/ be
extremely mindful of one’s steps/ fearful of making
mistakes/ watchful of possible pitfalis/ be on thin
ice/ tread (as) on eggs/ gingerly

(k4T4 %3 zhdng déng jié cdi
decorate with lanterns and coloured hangings C(or
streamers)/ hang up lanterns and silk festoons/ hang
up lanterns and coloured bunting (or festoons, deco-
fations setc. )

[k & 2R ] zhang gudn tT dai _
Zhang’s cap on Li’s head-—a misplacement/ Zhang’s
hat worn by Li, mixed up identity/ substitute one for
another/ fasten one person’s story upon another per-
son/ confuse one thing with another |

[k & 2 4] zhting huang shi cud
be scared out of one’s wits {or senses) /be frightened
and at a loss to know what to do/ be in a flurry of
alarm/ be thrown off one’s balance/ lose one’s grip/
lose one’s head/ lose mental control/ ~fall into a flut-
ter/ get into a panic/ stand aghast

5K 00 &3 3 zhang kou jié shé
be agape and tongue-tied/ gape with astonishment/
be at a loss for words/ stare with the mouth open/ be
stumped by/ agape/ awe-struck/ stupefied

[ =2Z2PY zhang san 17 si
Zhang ,Li or anybody/ any Tom, Dick or Harry/ this
one and that one/ either one or the other/ anybod:_v |
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3k F #8 ] zhang ya wii zhdo
bare fangs and brandish claws—make threatening
gesture/ show one’s fangs and claws—ready to fight/
bare one’s fangs and open one’s claws/ let out the
fangs and claws/ bare one’s teeth/ show one’s claws/
indulge (or engage) in sabre-rattling/ blustering/
rampant |

[ BHE: ¥ ] zhang ming jido zhD
very clearly shown/ be known to eﬁer},ronef (of guilt)
quite evident/ very obvious/ easily seen

[t B 5 Y zhong tdu sha md
with the head of a buck and the eyes of a rat—repul-

- sively ugly and sly-looking

{3 L8R} zhdng shdng ming zhd
“a pearl in the palm”—a dearly beloved daughter/
the apple of one’s eye/a darling ‘

{48k A ) zhang shi qTf rén
take advam_:ige 'of one’s or sb else’s power to bully
people/ bully others on the strength of one’s power-
ful connections or position/ rely on (relative’s or
{riends’) power and bully people/ abuse one’s power
and bully the people/ throw one’s weight about

Lt X HEF Y zhding yi shd cdi
be generous in aiding needy people/ disburse money

_in public cause/ give money to righteous cause
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[k $hF Y zhang yi zhi yan
speak out from a sense of justice/ speak out to up-
hold justice/ speak boldly in defence of justice
[{E L 5]Y zhao bing mai md
recruit men and buy horses—raise or enlarge an
army/ enlist followers/ expand a lighting force/

gather together a fcllowing of mercenaries/ prepare
for war
[iR3RF 4% 3 zhao jid bu zhu
unable to hold one’s own/ unable to withstand
[IBFEA3E ] zhao xiang nd pan
recruit deserters and accept mutineers/ recruit de-
serters and traitors
[REI MY zhdo yGo gud shi
swagger through the streets—blatantly seek publici-
ty/pass along the streets dressed to attract attention/
swagger about/ cut a dash/ cut a (wide) swath
[IBiRR] zhdo ybo zhudng pidn
tf}r every trick to mislead the public/ swindle by false
pretenses/ swindle and biuff/ bluff and deceive/
gull . hoax and bamboozle/ imposture
[5E4R 1R ]Y zhado ran rud jis
clearly exposed/ be laid before the public (said of sin-
ister motive,etc. }/ as plain as when the cover is tak-
en off/ everything above board/ abundantly clear/ all
too clear/ (as) clear as daylight/ clear as crystal/ as

lain as the nose on one’s face/ (as) clear as the sun
p
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at noonday

[ERAE S 1 zhao bu bdo xT
not know in the morning what may happen in the
evening/ be in a precarious state

[ i 4 ) zhao ba mou x7
be unable to plan out one’s day/be preoccupied with
the current crisis/ live from hand to mouth/ live in
constant fear for one’s livelihood/ cannot keep the
wolf from the door

(¥ % & E] zhdo fa xi zhi
start at dawn and arrive at dusk—(said of a short
journey or good communications )

[8R-4 4 Y zhdo ling x1 g&i
issue an order in the morning and rescind it in the
evening—inconstant (or inconsistent) in policy/ the
orders of the morning countermanded at night—make
frequent (or unpredictable) changes in policy

(%3551 zhdo qi péng bo
full of vigour and vitality/ full of youthful spirit/ dy-
namic and vigorous/ imbued with vitality/ bubble
over with life/ teem with life and vitality/ brim over
with high spirits/ full of beans/ fresh and: vigorous/
brisk and energetic

[ W3] zhdo qin ma chd
“serve the State of Qin in the morning and the State
of Chu in the evening”—quick te switch sides/ fickle

~ and inconstant/ change one’s loyalty constantly

+
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[ =®Y) zhao san mb si
blow hot and cold/ play fast and loose/ chop and
change/ shift and veer/ capricious/ changeable

{4 E$]) zhao bén xudn ks

read item by item from the text/ repeat what the
book says
{H3E fE ) zhao mao hud his
draw a tiger with a cat as a model—copy; imitate
[ 48 Y zhé chdng zan zd
outmanoeuvre the enemy over glasses of wine/ win
by diplomacy/ engage in diplomatic negotiations
[ ELEKEEY zheé luan gimT
chariots in disorder and banners drooping—utterly
routed/ crisscross chariot tracks and drooping ban-
ners—signs of an army in headlong flight
{84831 zhen fang xiang dui
stand in sharp opposition to/ be diametrically op-
posed to/ contrast sharply with/ wage a tit-for-tat
. struggle against/ blow for blow
[ 7 35 zhéng cdi shi xué
real ability and learning/ sturdy knowledge/ genuine
talent |
[(E & F45 4] zhen jTn bo pa hud
true gold fears no fire—a person of integrity can
stand severe tests/ a genuine article can stand any

test/ an honest person does not fear the light/ truth
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fears not the flames of slander and injustice/ true
biue will never stain
[REXIE] zhan ping shi ju
{with) factual evidence/ indisputable (hard or con-
clusive) evidence/ solid evidence
[ thE3PE] zhadn wai mo bian
can’t distinguish (or tell) the genuine from the false/
can’t separate the true from the false
[H {8 HE]) zhen xiang da bai
everything is clear now/ the whole truth has come
out/ the murder is out/ the cat is out of the bag
[E.035# ) zhén xin shiyi
from the bottom of one’s heart/ with all one’s heart/
out of genuine friendship/ sincere desire/ truly and
wholeheartedly
[IE P IR]) zhén zhT zhud jidn
insight won from close knowledge of subject/ real
knowledge and deep insight/ penetrating (or incisive)
judgement
[ %8 EL] zhén gé& dai dan
lie with one’s head pillowed on a spear, waiting for
day to break—be ready for battle/ with spear for pil-
low awaiting dawn/ sleep on one’s arms till morning/
await eagerly the order for battle/ maintain combat
readiness/ all set to start the battle/ in fighting trim/

in battle array
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(iR A Bt] zhen 16ng fa kul

rouse the deal and awaken the unhearing/ awaken
the deaf/ enlighten the benighted
[IR#FEF 1] zhén zhén yodu ci _
speak plausibly and at length/ say plausibly/ say pre-
sumptuously/ speak in a positive tone
[BE ] zhen &r yu 16ng
make the ears tingle/ split the ears/ enough to wake
the dead/ a dealening uoise/ ear-splitting/ deafening
[® & %:45) zhén ga shud jin *
surpassing the ancients and amazing the contempora-
ries—earthshaking
[ A Y zheén han rén xin
be greatly shocked/ shocking
[F i8] zheng chang lun dudn
dispute with sb about some insignificant matter/
wrangling about anything/ squébble;’ argue |
[{$5ZF# ) zhéng fén dud mido
race against time/ seize every minute and every sec-
ond
[& 8 2R zhéng quan dud i

scramble for power and profit/ struggle for power

and money/ fight for power and wealth

[$+5% 35 ) zheng xian kdng hou
strive to be the first and fear to lag behind/ in a mad
rush to be first/ rush on to the front/ vie with each
other (in doing sth) / fall over each other {or one
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another)

[iped 2 H]1 zhéng rong sui yue
crowded months and years/ eventful years

[7%7 H ) zhéng zhéng ri shang
thrive with each passing day / become more prosperi-
ous every day / ever more flourishing / vigorous and
fast developing / greater and greater prosperity / be
in the ascendant

[EA&#FIE] zheng bén qing yudn
deal with the root and cleanse the source —radical re-
form/ reform from the bottom/ thoroughly over-haul

[IE#5 4 Y zheéng jn wai zud

. straighten one’s clothes and sit properly/ be all seri-
ousness

{iE L. EB-F]) zhéng rén jon zi
a man of honour/ gentlemen

LDESF&]) zhéng yon | sé
with a severe and harsh countenance/ look serious
and severe/ put on a stern countenance/ sedate and
grave

{ £+ T3 zhéng zhdng xi& hudi
that is exactly my idea ( or exactly what I wish >/
become exactly what one wants/ be just what one
hopes for/ fit in exactly with one’s wishes/ after
one’s ( or one’s own ) heart { or soul )/ after sb’s

fancy



2> ¥ Fan ‘ 5§51

[SFEHE] zheng zhong qi shi

take sth seriously/ act with due care and respect/ as-
sume a serious attitude to/ in earnest/ seriously

[>F &) zhi ha zhs y&

pedantic terms/ hiterary jargon/ archaisms
[SEEEERE]Y zhT1ii pd sui
torn to pieces/ broken up/ breaks and cracks/ frag-
mented/ shattered/ disconnected/ incoherent
[8 Hif) zhi wa gi ci
prevaricate with words/ speak evasively/ hum and
haw/ fence with a question/ equivocate/ quibble
[AS Hi&]) zhi yan pian ya
a word or two/ a few isolated words and phrases
[RER#]Y zhT 21 b ti |
mot say a single word (about sth)/ not even mention
a single word/ say nothing about |
[THFEHE . 585 zhT b1 zht jT,bai zhan bu dai
know the enemy and know yourseli, and you can
fight a hundred battles with no danger of defeat/ to
know one’s own strength and the enemy’s is the sure
way to victory
[ iBEs]) zhi fa fan 14
knowingly violate the law/ deliberately break the
law/ wilful transgression
E5ad 6] zhT gud bi gai

always correct an error when one becomes aware of
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it/ know one’s faults and correct them

[ zhi nén ér jin
press forward in the face of difficulties/ advance de-
spite diff-iculties

[ TTE Y zhT nén &5 tui
beat a retreat in the face of difficulties/ shrink back
from difficulties

(-, A=Y zhiqi y7,b0 zh1 qi er
know only one aspect of a thing/ have only a one sid-

ed view/ be aware of one aspect and be ignorant of
the other

41 N\ 24F]) zhi rén shan rén
(of & leader) know one’s subordinates well enough to
assign them )obs commensurate with their abiliries/
use a man according to his ability

(AT -5 XXFE]Y zh1 wia bd yan,yan wa ba jin
say (or tell) all one knows and say (or tell) it with-
out reserve/ speak unreservedly

(1% F48) zhi mi ba wy
adhere to one’s foolish way without awaking/ persist
in one’s wrong course/ obstinately stick to a wrong
course/ refuse to come to one's senses/ persist in er-
ror/ be perverse

[E T %] zhijié Hido dang
simple and direct/ say without mincing words/ with-
out preliminary remarks/ flat and plain/ straight

from the shoulder/ straightforward/ outspoken/
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bluntly/ point-blank

[EFERY zhi sha ji jian
talk (or speak out) directly and simply/ state one’s
view frankly/ be plainspoken

[ES AR zhi yan bu hui
speak without reservation/ speak without fear or fa-
vour/ make an unflattering remark/ mince no words/
call a spade a spade/ speak bluntly/ talk straight/ be
outspoken

(ES i) zhi yan gu huo
straight talks invite disaster

R —F . B XA5E]Y zhi ci yi jia,biée wo  fén
diéin _
the one and only store, no branch office — have a
monopoly

[HRWA, RRZFHI zhT jian sha mu,bt  jian
sén  1in
cannot (or fail to) see the wood for the trees/ see the
trees but not the forest

[RF L, REF % zhi k& yi hul.bi k& yan chuén
can be subtly appreciated. but not put into words

[REMERCK. RFEHESLTY 2hT x0 zhdu guan fang
had,bo x0 badi xing didn déng
the magistrates were allowed (or free) to burn down
houses, while the common people were forbidden

even to light lamps/ the magistrate ordered the burn-
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ing down of people’s houses while forbidding the peo-
ple so much as to light a lamp/ one may steal a horse
while another may not look over the hedge

[EREGRE,BEHFE K] zhi ydo gdng 0 shén,tié
chid mé chéng zhén
constant grinding can turn an iron rod into a needle—
perseverence spells success

[R5~ ) zhi zhang zhdo xT
seize the day, seize the hour/ seize every minute/
race against fime

{4 _F ik 2] zhi shang tan bing
fight only on paper/ a paper plan/ mere paper talk/
be an armchair strategist/ engage in idle theorizing

[4ERES#) zhi zui jin M
(a life of) luxury and dissipation/ living an extrava-
gant life

{3 AR /T Y zhT ba sheéng qa
more than can be counted on the fingers —very many/
too. numerous to be counted on the fingers/ a great
many/ countless/ innumerable

[i5RE 2] zhi o wéi ma
call a stag a horse — wilful misrepresentation/ talk
black into white

[15EH "I ¥1 zhiri ke dai

" the day is not far off/ can be expected soon/ in the
not too distant future/ just round the corner
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[15%BMY zhT sdng ma hudi

point at the mulberry and abuse the locust —scold a
person indirectly/ revile the locust while pointing to
the mulberry/ scold (or abuse) a person by ostensi-
bly pointing to someone else/ point at one and abuse
another/ scold one person through another/ make ob-

liqgue accusations/ veiled abuse

[F5F Rk ]Y zhi shdu hud jido
make gestures/ point right and feft/ pointing and
resticulating/ criticize and gesticulate/ carp and cav-

il/ find (or pick) fault with/ gesticulate
{FRR FKHEY zh chi tidn y&

a short distance away., and yet poles apart —see little
of each other though living nearby/ physically very
near but separated as if by long distances
Khk = <#]) zh1 gao gi yang
strut (or swagger) about and give oneself airs/ step
high and leok proud/ carry (or hold) one’s head
high/ lift up one’s horn/ mount (or ride) the high
horse/ put on an elated look/ be above oneself/ be
swollen with arrogance/ be bloated with pride/ high
and mighty/ head in the clouds
[E®m % L) zhi goo wa shang
most lofty/ crowning/ unrivalled/ paramount/ su-
preme - '
[ZHZEFI zhi Himing yan

famous (or celebrated) dictum/ a golden saying/ ax-
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iom/ maxim

[Z 3 A%Y zhi sT bl bian
will never change even unto death/ constant till
death/ changeless

[EFEHR1EY zhi sT bt wi
never repent even unto death/ never repent even at
death’s door/ incorrigibly stubborn

[ XAEH) zhi dd cbi shi
have great ambition but little talent/ have high aspi-
raticns but little ability/ hitch one’s waggon to a star

[XE{= A zhi shirén rén
kind and upright man/ people with lofty ideals/ peo-
ple who are actuated by high ideals

[EFE &)Y zhi téng ddo hé
cherish the same ideals and follow the same path/
share the same views/ two minds with but a single
thought/ have a common goal/ in the same camp/ of
one mind

Lg% # MY zhi bing jio rén
cure the sickness to save the patient

[;6EEZR) zhi gud an min
run the country well and give the people peace and
security .

LB 223535 zhi sTyi fen |
sort out silk threads improperly only to tangle them
further — do sth which only makes matters worse/
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make confusion worse confeunded

[£ Fa7731] zhi shdu ks ré
if you stretch out your hand yvou feel the heat - the
supreme arrogance of a person with great power/
burning to the touch

LR EE %Y zhi yvi wen ndn
raise doubts and difficult questions for discussion

IR KRR ] zhi f8ng ma yo
be combed by the wind and washed (or bathed) by
the rain —travel or work despite wind and rain/ ex-
pose onesel to the winds and rains in travel/ travel
all the time

(BB 2] zhi ydng shuding quén
good in astuteness and physical prowess/ possession
of sagacity and valour/ both intelligent and coura-
geous/ both brave and resourceful / combine wisdom
with courage '

[E#F®, %8 —5%)zhi zhé qion 10,b1 ydu yT shi
even the wise are not always free from error/ even a
wise man sometimes makes a mistake/ the best work-
man sometimes blunders/ the greatest are sometimes
. caught napping/ Homer sometimes nods

(iﬁﬁﬁ] zhi rud wang wen
act as if one had not heard/ turn a deaf ear to/ close
(shut, seal or stop) one’s ears to/ treat with indif-

ference/ pay no heed to/ rade no heed of/ pay it no
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attention/ ignore completely
L2 53H5M]) zhi shén shi wai
stay (keep or remain) aloof from the affair/ keep out
of the business/ refuse to be drawn into the matter
(¥ Y zhi zhTbo 17 -
put it on the shelf/ pay no attention to/ pay no re-
gard to/ turn a deaf ear to/ turn a cold shoulder to/
shut (or close) one’s eyes to/ pass without remark/

sit idly by/ brush aside/ leave alone/ disregard

(B Z 4] zhi zhT di wa

leave it out of the calculations/ leave sth out of con-

sideration/ give no thought to/ have no regard for/

not take into account/ disregard entirely/ ignore
[BEZRiIG]Yzhi zhT ndo hdu '

put it at the back of the brain —disregard it/ put out

of mind/ banish from one’s mind/ ignore and forget/

consign to oblivion

[BE>>F#TH/SHR]Y zhi zhi sT di ér hou Kudi
will be content with nothing less than sb’s destruc-
tion/ will not be satisfied until one has been de-
stroved

LR WAL zhdng Tia dT zha
a rock in the Yellow River in Henan —unmovabie un-
der great stresses/ the solitary rock in a turbulent
stream/ the firm (or pillar) rock-in midstream/ the
chief cornerstone/ a tower (or pillar) of strength/

mainsiay
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[ i) zhdng ydng zhi dao
the doctrine of the mean/ middle course/ the golden
mean

[ 2.0 BB ] zhong xin géng géng
most faithful and true/ loyal and devoted/ infinitely
loyal/ faithfully and conscientiously / unswerving loy-
alty

[BFME] zhdng yan ni ér
good advice jars on the ear/ sincere reproofs grate on
the ear/ faithful words grate upon the ear/ faithful
admonitions are unpleasant to hear/ honest advice is
unpleasant to the ear/ straight advice is difficult to
take

L& 61 R 1zhdng zha&n ba ya
unswerving in {one’s) loyalty/ true to the core/ as
true as steel (flint or touch)

[# B #4) zhong nan jié jing
shortcut to high office/ royal road to fame/sshortcut
to success

(225 H|] zhdng shdn da shi
the great affair of a lifetime —marriage/ an imporrtant
event on one’s life (usu. marriage)

{4 K Z 481 zhdng tidn zhi hén
Iifelnngl regret {or sorrow)/ eternal remotrse (or re-

gret)/ regret forever/ have a secret regret for life
[78 Bt 8] zhdng jué zhdu xian
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down at the heels and cut at elbow —very poor

[ B:.5E) zhdng gud xudn shiz
a great disparity in numerical strength/ not equally
matched

Lo 0 #E1H] zhong kdu ndn tido
it is difficult to cater for all tastes/ it is very difficult
to satisfy everyone’s desire/ it is difficult to please
everyone

[ 13 8Rk& 1 zhong kdu shud jin
a public clamour can melt metals/ public opinion wili
fuse metals/ public clamour can confound right and
wrong

LA 5iElEY zhong mo kui kui
the eyes of the masses are fixed on sb or sth/ under
the watchful eyes of the people/ in the public eye/ in
the face of the world

(ﬁ; B &1 zhong ma zhdo zhang
everyone sees it clearly/ the masses are sharp-eyed

[ A MEIRY zhdng nd ndn fan
you cannot afford to incur public wrath/ it is difficuit
to go against the anger of all/ it is dangerous to incur
the anger of the masses/ an aroused public is difficult
to tackle with/ the dnger of a crowd is difficult to op-
pose

[S3E 38 Y zhong pan qin |1

the masses are in rebellion and one’s friends are de-
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serting/ rebellion by the masses and desertion by
one’s followers/ be opposed by the masses and de-
serted by one’s followers/ rebellion in its ranks, de-
sertion by its associates/ with its followers in revolt
and its close associates deserting/ be utterly isolated/
forsaken by all
IAEFH] zhong qing yi U
with united effort it is easily raised/ whar s support-

ed by the people is easily accomplished/ many hands
make light work/ if each would sweep before his own
door, we should have a clean city Cor street)

[ A 35 % X I8 zhong rén shi chdi hud yan gao
the fire burns high when everybody adds wood to it/
when everybody adds fuel the flames rise high/ great
things may be done by mass effort/ many hands make
quick work

[£x 5% 2 89]) zhdng shi zhi di

the target of public criticism/ under attack on all
sides :

LAk 4y 45, B — &) zhong shud f8n yan .mo zhdng
yT shi : _
there are so many contradictory vieﬁs that it 15 diffi-
cult to decide which is right/ as opinions vary. no de-
cision can be reached/ as opinions vary. no unani-
mous conclusion can be drawn

" [AeBR R 20]) zhong sud zhdu zhi

as everyone knows/ as is known to all/ it is common
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knowledge that

[H:EAF1H]) zhong wang sud guT
the people’s hope (or confidence) is centered on (one
person)}/ enjoy popular confidence

[ A3k zhong zhi chéng chéng
a united people is like a city defense/ unanimity of
purpose is like a fenced city/ unity of will is an im-
pregnable stronghold/ unity {or union) is strength

LR LB L , f# S 18 5 Y zhong gud dé gud.zhong dou dé
dou '
plant melons and get melons, sow beans and get
beans —as you sow, 30 will you reap/ you must reap
what vou have sown/ reap what one has sown

[FEmF iG] zhou ér fu shi
go round and begin again/ go round and round/ move
in cycles

{33/ {4 ] 2hdu shdo séng dud
the gruel is meagre and the monks are many —not e-
nough to go round

LR E R BEA FEIEE]Y zhd mén jit rou xiv,a ydu
ddng sT gd
while there comes the reek of wines and meats that
rot inside the red-painted doors of the rich, the bones
of many poor people who have frozen to death are
strewn on the road/ behind these vermillion gates

meat and wine go to waste, but along the road are
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bones of men who have frozen to death/ while the
rich dine and wine, the pﬂnr.ldie of cold by the road-
side

(k@) zh chi yi ji
eradicate persons not of one’s own party/ wipe out
dissenters

(%R ITEL zha gia wi yi
make incessant, exorbitant demands/ make endless
exorbitant demands

(BB &) zha lidn bi he

strings of pearls and girdles of jade —a perfect pair/
collection' of pearls and valuables —excellent composi-
tion/ (of two good things) combined together/ a
happy combination

[ B % 1) zho yuan yo ron
round as pearls and smooth as jade —excellent singing
or polished writing

L% mab25) zhit rG c¥ 18 :
all are similar to this/ things like that (or this)/ and
so on and so forth

8RB R ] zho |7 can 18i
accumulate little by little/ build up bit by bit

(¥R T3] zhad sTma jT

thread of a spider and trail of a horse —clues; traces
[Z=FZ&AHY zht zi zha jO

word by werd and sentence by sentence/ word for

word/ literally
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[EREE) zha gudn yi dudn
subjective and groundless conclusion
[& S #3H) zhi ddu rén qi
burn beanstalks to cock beans — one member of a
family injuring another/ boil beans with beanstalks —
reference to fight among brothers/ fratricidal strife
[EEHEE] zbii he fén qin
(reference to a rich vulgarian who) cocked the crane
- for meat and burned a stringed instrument for fuel —
inappreciative of art or beauty -
[BhEE &Y zha jié weéi mie
helping King Jie (or Zhou) to do evil—adding bad to
worse/aid King Jie {or Zhou) in his tyrannical rule/
give support to tyrant/ help a tyrant to do evil/ abet
an ill-doer/ hold a candle to the devil/ encourage op-
presston
LB A S5 zhi rén wéi |e
take pleasure in helping others
(¥ &) zha chéng da cud
make a gross error/ make grave mistake (or a perma-
nent mistake)/ put one’s foot in 1t/ commit a howler
[HAFEHEiEY zho shi ddo mébu
ask every passerby how to build one’s house — have
no idea or plan of one’s own and accomplish nothing/
one can never build a house by consulting every

passerby

-
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(I H #2858 Y zhud &r nAo soi

tweak one’s ears and scratch one’s cheeks (as a sign

of anxiety or delight)/ scratch one’s head

| (%R E Y zhuan héng ba ha

imperious and despotic/ ride roughshod over/ despot-
ic/ tyrannical/ presuming

[%.0208]) zhudn x™ zhi zhi
devote oneself to something whole-heartedly and ex-
clusively/ put one’s back (heart, whole heart and
soul or life) into sth/ set one’s heart {or mind) on
(or upon)} sth/ be bent on++/ be wholly absorbed in
«++ / be engrossed in+++/ with single-hearted devotion/
with undivided attention

[3 K58 zhudn bai weéi shéng
turn a defeat into a victory/ snatch a victory out of
defeat/ furn the tables on/ get upsides with

L3438 538 zhudn hud wéi f(

turn calamity into blessing

[FEE5 3K £ zhudn wan mo jido
turn a corner/ full of twists and turns/ in a round-
about way/ in a devious way/ prunes and prism/ beat
about the bush/ circumambulate

(& 942 Y zhudn wéi wéi an
take a turn for the better and be out of danger/ carry

over the crisis/ be past danger/ pull through
%055 2 48) zhudng feng mai sha
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feign madness and act like an idiot/ pretend igno- -
rance/play the fool (or idiot)
1 ) zhuang hudang mén midn
put up a front/ maintain an outward show/ keep up
appearances/ pretentious
[%:3F{FW Y zhudng 16ng zud y&
pretend toe be deaf and dumb/ pretend to be ignorant
of sth/ pretend not to know/ play deal and dumb
[ {ERE) zhudng md zho yang
make a pretence of/ behave in an aflected way/ be af-
fected in one’s manners/ indulge in histrionics/ put
on an act/ assume airs/ smell of the footlights/ affec-
tation/ attitudinize
[ {EI] zhudng qidng zud shi
be affected or pretentious/ indulge in histrionics/
give oneself airs/ put on lugs/ strike an attitude/
.strike a pose/ make grand gestures/ attitudinize
[HEE =Y zhuang zhi ling yan
with soaring determination {or aspirations)
[ 435383 zhuT ban giéng yusn
trace back to the sources or early beginnings/ trace to
its spurce/ investigate the origins/ go into a matter
with thoroughness/ get at the root of the matter
LB 32K Y zhui gén jia df
pursue investigation of origin (sources or cause) of

event/ get to the bottom of sth/ go into the whys and
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wherefores of it/ get down to the rock hottom/ in-
quire deeply into
GE#FZE LY zbuT bén zhi béi
pursue a routed army
[t T 2&]Y zhui zhui b Gn
ill at ease/ be anxious and fearful/ be alarmed and cn
tenterheooks
GiEi% &Y zhon zhon gao jie
tirelessly counsel/ admonish repeatedly/ earnestiy
enjoin
[E/RARE]Y zhud & bo qin
standing alone/ outstanding/ preeminent
[£5H R ]Y zhud you chéng xido
very fruitful/ highly effective
12 BEOLHTY zhub jin xian zhdu
expose the elbow when fastening one’s jacket — very
poor/ pull down one’s jacket to conceal the ragged-
ness, only to expose one’s elbows/ expose one’s el-
bow when drawing tight the lapel of one’s jacket/ be
in financial difficulty/ have too many difficulties to
. cope with/ be in straitened circumstances
[t 16 zhuo zhuang chéng zhting
steadily mature/ grow up healthy and strong

(&1 4 32 § zhud qing cha 17

settle a4 matter as one sees fit/ act at on:e’s discretion

LW ReEF] zhud 10N 180 shdu
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“expert wheelwright” —an old hand
[#F F m3E Y zbud shdu chéng chian
a touch of the hand brings back spring —bring back
life to patients (satd in praise of a good medical doc-
tor)
[ & XY zhub fa nAn shi
(of crimes) be too numerous to count (like“pulling
out a tuft of hair”and trying to count it}/ be as
countless as the hairs on a head/ be innumerabie like
the hair on the head
(HFHAFH#Yz1 21 bo juan
assiduous and never tired/ with astonishing dili-
gence/ with indefatigable zeal/ with assiduity/ indus-
trious (ly )}/ tireless (ly)/ assiduous (Ily)/ sedulous-
(ly )/ indefatigably/ painstaking(ly)/ diligent(ly)
DR AETY 27 §0 b gian
hesitate to advance/ hesitating whether to go forward
. or not/ hobble along
L5 8k 0 82) 27 zh@ bi jido
counting cents and pennies/ haggle over every pen-
ny/ dispute over every detail
[$$_ﬁfﬁj] zi tH hang j1an
between the lines
[ZE01%) zi zh&n j0 zhud
choose orie’s words with great care/ go over the

wording carefully/ weigh every word/ refine on (or
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upon) the wording

[E2B%F])zibao ziqgi
be backward and have no urge to make progress/ be
resigned to one’s backwardness/ give up hope in one-
self/ lose self-confidence (or seif-resper:t};’ give one-
self up to vice/ throw oneself away/ abandon oneself
to despair/ be blind to one’s own interests/ self-aban-
doned/ self-forsaking/ self-degradation

(8 FR&A)zibaliang i
overestimate one’s strength {or oneself)}/ not know
one’s own limitations/ not to take a proper measure
of oneself/ overrate oneself/ overreach oneself/ go
beyond one’s depth/ unaware of one’s own impo-
tence/ put a quart into a pint pot/ put one’s arm out
further than one can draw it back again

(AR R]Y zi can xing hui

ashamed of one’s own appearance/ feel unworthy (of
others’ company )}/ have a sense of inferiority or in-
adequacy/ look small/ feel cheap

[IER—2* ] zi chéng yT jid
strikke out a new line for oneself —independence/ (in
calligraphy, painting, sculpture, etc.) have a style
of one’s own/ be unique in one’s style/ develop one’s
own style of/ found a new school of

(AR EIEY zi chul zi I8

blow one’s own trumpet (or horn)/ crack oneself up/

sing one’s own praise/ ring one’s own bell/ praise
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one’s own wares/ brag and boast/ cry roast meat/
. self-advertisement/ brag about/ self-glorification
[E@H K]z dé giie

take delight in doing something as pleasurable occu-

pation/ be content with one’s lot/ get a kick out of it

™ BX])zigdo zida
be full of conceit/ be disgustingly self-satisfied/ be
fuill of vainglory/ be (or get) above oneself/ be on
(get on, mount or ride) the high horse/ have an
overweening opinion of oneself/ go about with one’s
head in the air/ self-important/ self-conceited/ arro-
gant

{8 &#& %1z goo fen ybng
offer to undertake (a difficult or dangerous task>/
volunteer (to do sth difficult)/ volunteer for some
special duty/ volunteer one’s services for/ offer to
take the responsibility upon oneself/ of one’s own ac-
cord/ come forward

(BB AE] zi gu bo xid
unable even to fend for oneself (much less look after
others}/ be busy encugh with one’s own affairs/ have
enough to do to look after oneself/ unable to take
care of onesell

(B EEDZTZi 20

self-contained and self-sufficient/ able to support
oneself/ self-sufficiency/ seli-supporting/ autarkic-

(al)/ autarky/ autarchy
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[EWEE]) zi jué zT yuan
of one’s own free will/ voluntarily/ willingly

(5 E])zijué tén mo -

dig one’s own grave/ work for one’s own destruc-
tion/ bring ruin upon oneself

[8AEE]zi i géng shéng
rely on oneself/ take fate in one’s own hands/ regen-
eration (or reconstruction) through one’s own ef-
forts/ rely (or depend) on one’s own efforts C(or
strength )/ stand on one’s own feet/ self-reliance/
self-dependence

[EXH#])zi mai zi kud
praise the goods one sells/ indulge in self-glorifica-

tion/ blow one’s own trumpet

[ARE8E)zi ming dé yi
show self-satisfaction/ be very pleased with oneself/
‘be self-satistied/ be puffed up with pride/ sing one’s
own praises/ crow over one’s success/ preen oneself/
plume oneself on/ cock-a-heop/ smug

[ iEE]Y zi ming ging gao
imagine oneself to be superior to others/ profess to
be above politics and worldly considerations

LA R LY zi ming bo fan
consider oneself no ordinary being/ think of oneself
as a superior being/ pride oneself on being out of the
ordinary/ consider oneself above the crowd/ consider

oneself an exceptional person/ have an unduly high
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opinion of oneself/ think no end of onesel/ think no
small beer of oneself/ be well wadded with conceit/
priggish

[gikEkAdzigigirén
deceive oneself as well as others/ cheat (or deceive)
oneself and others/ try to deceive others only to end
in deceiving oneself/ sheer hypocrisy/ believe one’
own lies/ whip the devil round the stump (or post)/
self-deceiving/ self-deception

(833 F~8)Yziqigng bo xI
make unremitting (or unceasing) efforts to improve
oneself/ constantly strive to become stronger

[EHR K=Y 2i i mie wang
court (or invite) destruction/ court one’s own ruin
{or disaster)/ court self-destruction/ bring oneself 1o
ruin/ bring about one’s own destruction/ bring de-
struction on oneseli/ seek one’s own downfall/ take
the road to one’s doom/ ride to disaster/ head for dis-
aster/ run towards disaster/ cut one’s own throat

(AMEA4] zi qu qi jiu
bring blame on oneself/ bring misery upon oneself/
have only oneself to blame/ ask for trouble

L8 A R]Y zi ran ér ran

naturally/ automatically/ spontaneously/ of oneself

[HiAE=]Y zi rén hui gi

accept bad luck without complaint/ admit defeat in
good grace/ grin and bear it



= 573

[B4H KXY zishéng zi mie
(of a thing) emerge of itself and perish of itself/ run
its course

[ &HEYzishiqigud
eat one’s own bitter fruit/ be mace to pay for one’s
rabid evil doings/ reap the harvest of one’s misdeeds/
reap what one has sown/ stew in one’s own juice/
face the consequences of cne’s action

IBEEH ) zishiqgili
live on one’s own toil/ live by one’s own labour/ sup-
port oneself by one’s own labour/ earn one’s own liv-
ing/ self-supporting

[BE&HSYzishigiyan
go back on one’s own words/ break one’s own
promise

[R5 ZE &) zi shi zhi zhdng
from start to finish/ from beginning to end/ from
first to last/ from A to Z

[2®&89MYzistzili
selfish/ self-seeking/ seli-centred/ egocentricity/ e-
goistic(al) 1

[BiTErEY zi 100 kO chi
do sth which will only cause trouble to oneself/ walk

into trouble/ ask for trouble and get it/ seek out
hardships

[ERZR]Y zi tou lud wang

fall into a trap through one’s own fault/ be caught in
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a net through one’s own fault/ hurl oneseli willingly
into the ne¢/ fall into a trap set for oneself by anoth-
er/ fall into one’s own snare/ bite the hook
(a3 o) zi wd chul xd
boast oneself/ boast smugly/ self-commendation/
self-glorification/ self-advertizement/ self-praise
[a##mM])]zi wd jié chao
console oneself with soothing remarks/ pat oneself on
the back after one’s feelings have been wounded
[E B MEEY zi wo tGo zul
imagine oneseif to be better than one really ts/ in-
dulge in self-delusion as an escape from reality/ be

intoxicated with oneself/ narcissism

A RENY 21 wd zud go

be the firse to do sth/ originate a method.ete. / not
bound by conventionality/ do what others have never
done before

(8188 %) zi xiong can sha
{of persons within a group, party, etc. ) kill each
other/ cause death to one another/ slaughter one an-
ﬂﬁ:h«a-r,?I mutual annihilation/ cut one another’s
throats/ internecine

[E ) zi xiGng ing rdo
alarm one’s own group, etc./ create disturbance

within one’s ranks/ raise false alarms .

(g #FE] z1 xiong mao dan
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contradict oneself/ be incongrucus with/ self-contra-
dictory /antilogy

[B{8A5E) zi xin bl yi
have self-confidence/ be sure of oneself

[EHE]Y 21 xing qi shi

act as one thinks fit/ go one’s own way/ act wilfully
(EFFRT zi xin fon ndo -
worry over for noth.ing/ hring vexation on oneself/
bring trouble on oneself
(&S EREY zi xtn sT 10
bring about one’s own destruction/ wilfully take the
road to one’s doom
[8&H#&]) zi yan zi yd
murmur (or talk) to oneself/ keep on chattering
though no one is listening/ make unilateral declara-
tion/ speak to oneself/ think aloud/ soliloquize
{aNBITYziyT wéi dé ji
be pleased with one’s own ruses/ fancy oneself
clever/ think oneself a smart fellow/ fancy oneself re-
sourceful
FELLHEYzi yT wéi shi
consider oneself always in the right/ regard onesell
as tnfallible/ have a firm belief in one’s own opinions/
presumptuously claim infallibility / opinionatedly be-
lieve sth to be correct/ regard oneself as right/ be
(or become ) cocksure/ self-opinionated/ self-

righteous

{8 B zi you fan lan
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open wide the floodgates to/ give free currency to/
spread unchecked/ have free rein
IEdaEEE]) zi you fang rén
allowing unrestrained freedom/ unrestrained self-in-
dulgence/ follow one’s own inclination/ laissez-faire
(5 gEYzi you zi z&i
leisurely and carefree/ free and unrestrained
IB™MHEIR]Y zi yudn qi shud
give a sausfactory explanation of what one has said
or done/ make one’s statement consistent/ justify
oneseli/ make out a good case/ explain away/ self-
justification
[5283])zi yuan ziyi
be full of remorse/ repent and redress one’s errors/
be contrite and reform oneself
(52 HY zi zhT zhT ming
know one’s own limitations/ know oneself/ self-
knowledge |
[8{ERB]Y 27 zud cong ming
act on the strength of one’s own imagined cleverness/
think oneself clever/ fancy oneself clever/ pretending
to be wise

LE4EE3]) 21 zud zhil zhang

act on one’s own/ decide for oneself

[EEE=Yzi zud zi shau

suffer the consequences of one’s own action/ suffer
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for one’s own account (or act}/ receive the penalty
for one’s own sins/ as yvou made your bed, so you
must lie on it/ reap the whirlwind of one’s own sow-
ing/ as you brew, so you must drink/ {ry in one’s
owhn grease/ have only oneself to thank (for that)/
self do, self have |

BT =Y zi xing wia ji
act wilfully and unscrupulousiy/ care for nobody/ act
{or behave) recklessly |

UEEE ] zi yi wang wéi
behave uscrupulously

[&WE )Y z0ng ér van zht
to put it briefly/ to sum up/ to make a long story
short/ in a word/ in short/ in brief/ in a nutshell/ at
any rate/ finally

[5 fa222]) z6ng jido zhi jido
friends from childhood/ childhood {friend

[9A #5328 F zong héng bai he
manoeuvre among various political groupings

S £ 552 ) zong héng chi chéng
{of an army) move about (or advance) freely and
quickly/ sweep through the length and breadth of/
manoeuvre freely

[ 55 7Y z0u md kan hud
look at the flowers while riding on horseback —gain a

superficial understanding through cursory observa-
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tion/ view the flowers from on horseback/ snatch a
transient glance of / take only a passing glance/ give

a hurried and cursory glance/ take a brief look at
[T 20u téu wi o

poor and utterly helpless (with no ore to turn to)/

be (or land) in an impasse/ be driven (or pushed) to

the wall/ come to the end of one’s tether/ find one-

self cornered/ be driven from pillar to post/ be (or

stand) at bay/ have no way out

[RELiE) z0 zhi dud méu

masterly in planning and execution/ wise and full of
stratagems/ clever {or wise) and resourceful/ good
at finding resources/ (a man)of ingenuity/ shifty

L3445 42 Y zulin nid jido jian

take unnecessary pains to study an insignificant or in-
soluble problem/ split hairs/ get into a dead end (or
a blind alley)

[EEAZ%]Y zui ba rong zhi
even death cannot excuse his offence/ even death can-
not atone for the offence/ an unpardonable offence,
for which even death is insufficient/be guilty of
crimes for which even death is insufficient punish-
ment

{RICEH]Y zui di @ ji |
criminal and wicked in the extreme/ be guilty of the
most heinous crimes/ guilty of terrible (monstrous or

atrocious) crimes/ the enormity of the crime/ flagi-
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tlous

[EEHEEXYzui & tao tion
with crimes mounting up to the sky/ be guilty of
MONSIIrous Crimes

[9REARE ) zui & zhdo zhGng
flagrant offences (or crimes)/ flagrant

[F8% FFEY zui 9ai wan st
be guilty of a crime for which one deserves to die ten
thousand deaths/ be guilty of a crime for which even
death cannot atone/ hideous crime deserving the
harshest punishment

[ EHEY zol kui hud shdw |
chief criminal (culprit or offender)/ arch-criminal/
ringleader

[EEFE]Y zui nie shén zhong
sinful

[fRAHE]zuil you ying dé
a well-earned punishment/ deserve the punishment

(ST kLY zul z6 nan tao .
cannot escape the responsibility for the offence/ can-
not get away with it ,

{®: 43 5E ) zui shéng meéng si ‘
live as if intoxicated or dreaming/ lead a befuddied
life/ live a life of dreams/ lead a happy-go-lucky
life

(B4 @AERY zui weng.zhT vi b 2ai. il

the drinker’s heart is not in the cup — have ulterior- |
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motives/ though one professes to be a drinker, he is

really not interested in wine

[HYEE 8 ) zan shT zhong ddo

honour the teacher and respect his teachings

[ 307 zud Ao pang meén

heretical doctrines {(or sect)/ heterodox school (or
paths)/ black magic/ heresy/ heterodoxy
[AREG Y zuB gu ydu pan
glance left and right/ peep left and right/ look
around/ cast one’s glances about
- EAEREW]Y zud ydu feng yuan
be able to achieve success one way or another/ win
advantage from both sides/ have one’s bread buttered
on both sides

[EHFF 5] zud you ki gong

shoot first with one hand, then with the other/ shoot
first to one side, then to the other/ use first one hand °

and then the other in quick succession/ give sh a box
on both ears/ hit with both hands/ kick with both
feet '

LAY 2ud you wai ndn

be on the horns of a dilemma/ (caught) in a dilem-

ma/ in an awkward predicament/ stand at a nonplus/
~ be in a quandary {(about or as to) |
[ T 540 zud zhT you cho |

not have enough money to cover the expensés;’ be un- -

able to cope with a situation/ be in straitened cir-

cumstances
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(4ez 25 Y zud chi shdn kang
sit idle and eat, and in time your whole fortune will
be used up/ remain at bome and “eat away” a whole
fortune/ sit at home eating away one’s resources

LA b 43t zud di fén zang
(of a ringleader, criminal, booty harbourer, etc. )

take a share of the spoils without participating per-

sonally in the robbery/ share plunder —as a receiver

of stolen goods/ divide the booty on the spot/ divide
spoils among/ share the spoils/ partake with a thief
L4 0 58 W Y zud gudin chéng bai
wait to see how sth succeeds (which side wins )}/ wait
to see what will come of another’s venture/ sit and
watch the results of/ look on coldly/ be a mere on-
looker
[ H MWK ] zud jing guan tidn
see (or look at) the sky from the bottom of a well —
have (or take) a very narrow view (of things)

8 F #51 zud kin chou chéng

-be walled in by one’s own worries/ wallow in slough
of despond -

CE3EFR%EY zud liba an
feel uneasy whether sitting or standing/ lose one’s
balance and be ill at ease/ be on tenterhooks/ be on
the anxious bench (or seat)/ be (or sit) on pins and
needles/ be in a fidget/ have ants in one’s pants/ like

a hen on a hot girdle
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[ UM Ee 23 zud shan gudn hi dou

sit on top of the mountain to watch the tigers fight—
watch in safety while others fight. then reap the
spoils when both sides are exhausted

(42 B ALY zud shiliang {7
let the chance fly by without moving a finger/ let a
golden opportunity slip by/ allow an opportunity to
slip past/ he that will not when he may. when he will
he shall have nay

TR BAF K] 2ud shi ba jio
sit back and watch without going to the rescue/ sit
idly by without lending a helping hand/ look on with
folded arms

[ Y zud shdu yo i
reap the spoils of victory without lifting a finger/
profit from others’ conflict/ reap third party profit/
have victory (or an advantage) fall into one’s lap/
play both ends against the middie

L8 AT zu6 wo bu ning
be unable to sit down or sleep at ease/ cannot get
ease either sitting or reclining/ feel restless/ fidget
sbout and start at every sound/ be nervous at every
sound

[ B H A% ] zud xidng gi chéng
sit idle and enjoy the fruits of others” work/ reap
where one has not sown/ without striking a biow
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LA f588Y zud vi dai bi
sit still waiting for death/ resign oneself to death/ sit
passively for one’s end/ wait helplessly for the end/
await one’s doom

[BLFEEY zud yi dai dan
sit and wait for the dawn/ sit up and wait for day-
break/ quietly wait for the day to dawn/ remain
awake till daybreak

[+E8E 1T ) zud bi shang guan
stay behind the breastworks and watch others fight/
sit by and watch/ be an onlooker/ look on with {old-
ed arms

[ERELH]T zud & dud dudn

up to all kinds of evil/ commit all sorts of wicked-
ness/ guilty of every conceivable atrocity

[ B 58) zud 1 21 bi
make a law only to fall foul of it oneself/ get into
troubles through schemes established by oneself/
caught by one’s own laws or device/ be hoist by (or
with) one’s own petard/ build a fire under cneself
CAEFFAERLY zud jion fan k&
violate the law and commit crimes/ commit offences
against law and discipline/ commit crimes in violation
of the law/ transgress the law
[fE3E g M] zuo jitn zi f4
spin a cocoon around oneself — get enmeshed in a

web of one’s own spinning/ tie oneself up with duties
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(like a cocoon)/ weave a cocoon and géi imprisoned
in it/ be caught in one’s own trap/ put a halter round
one’s neck '
[ERAER Y zud wéi zud
tyrannically abuse one’s power/ act like a tyrant/ ride
roughshod over (others)/ lord it over (others)/ sit
on the backs of the people/ domineer (over) throw
. one’s weight about |
[ERE BT zud zéi xin xd
a thief has a guilty conscience/ uneasy lies the head
of one with a guilty conscience '

CRE )Y zud wi xit xi

‘bave a full house/ no empty seat/ packed-to capacity
[ — KM —K 463 2u0 y1tidn hé shang zhudng yi

tidn zhdng

go on tolling the bell as long as one is 2 monk —do

the least that is expected of one/ so long as one re-

mains a monk, one goes on tolling the bell/ do what

id-expected of one as long as one has to/ take a pas-

sive attitude towards one’s work/ follow & routine






